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INTRODUCTION 


Until £853 the name of John of Ephesus was hardly known exeept from 
scattered references in extracts from the so-called. Dionysius and other 
authors published by Assemani; but in that year the 3" part of his Eccle- 
siastieal History was published at Oxford by W. Cureton, and this was soon 
followed by J. P. N. Land's pamphlet Johannes Bischof v. Ephesos der (°° syr- 
ischer. Kirchenhistoriker (Leiden, 1856). In 1860 an English translation of 
Cureton's text was published at Oxford by R. Payne Smith, and in 1862 a 
German translation by J. M. Schónfelder at Munich. Finally the Commentarii 
de Beatis Orientalibus and fragments of the 2™ part of the Ecclesiastical 
History appeared in tom. 11 of Land's Anecdota Syriaca at Leiden in 1868, 
and a Latin translation of the same by van Douwen and Land was published 
at Amsterdam in 1889. Since that time however two works have appeared 
which are invaluable for the purpose of enabling us to supplement John's 
published works and correct his text, M. Nau's analysis of the 2"? part of 
the history from the so-called Dionysius in R. O.C., I, p. 495, (1897), and 
the first two volumes of M. Chabot's edition of Michael the Syrian (Paris, 
1899, 1901, '. Other studies of our author’ lave been published by Land’, 
II. G. Kleyn?, and L. Duchesne ‘; but all these have now been thrown iuto 
the shade by the great work of A. Dvakonov, loann Efesskiy (Petrograd, 1908), 
in which 402 pages are occupied by a critical account of Jolin's life and 
works, and full use is made of the new information derived from * Dionysius’ 
and Miehael. In consequence of John's careless methods of writing the 
chronology of his life and of the facts which he records appeared to be 
an almost insoluble puzzle; and it is not the least of Dyakonov's many merits 


1. Some fragments are also preserved by Elijah of Nisibis (€. S. C. 0, 
tom. VII, VII). — 2. De gedenkschriften v. een Monoph. uit de 6° ecuw K. Ak. v. 
Wetenschappen, Verslagen en Mededeelingen; Afd. Letterkunde, 3% Reeks, Dl. v, 
p. 237. Amsterdam, 1888). — 3. Een blik of het godsdienstig teven in de oostersche Kerk 
d. 6** eeuw (Theol, Studien, VM, p. 229. Utrecht, 1889); Bijdrage tot de Kerkgeschie- 
deniss e. het Oosten gedurende d. 8" ceuw (Festbundel aan W. J. De Goeje. 
Leiden, 1891). — 4. Jean d'Asie. Mémoire tu devant les 5 Académies te 25 oct. L802 
(Journ. Officiel, n° 299, p. 5200). L take this ref. from Dyakonov, but cannot tind the 
work. 
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IV 
ation of the whole subject he has sueceeded in 
In a few places I am obliged to differ from 


that bv a laborious investig 


bringing order out of chaos. 
but in general my chronology is hased upon his work (] have not 


his name every time), 


him: 
thought it necessary to occupy space by mentioning 
and Fam thankful indeed to have bren spared the necessity of attempting 


what seemed to be an impossible task. 

John of Ephesus (so called from his titular bishoprie) was born about 507 
in the territory of Iugila in the territory afterwards known as Armenia lV‘, 
which for ecclesiastical purposes was united with the pu al Mesopo- 
tamia of which the capital was Amida, and at the age of 3 or 4 was placed 
in the neighhouring monastery of the stvlite Maro at Ara habtha?. At the 
after Maro's death, he moved to the monastery founded by John 
Amida®, the monks of which, having been expelled during the 
were then residing in the deserted monastery of Mama 


age of I5, 
Urtaya at 
perser ulion of 521, 
at Hazim, where they remained à years, i.e. till 3264 The archimandrite 
at this time was Sergius*, who from the dates given in ch. 58 seems to have 
Wied in 2235, so that the author's. migration may he placed im 522/37. 
After other wanderings the monks were at the end of 530 allowed by Jus- 
tinian to retuen to Amida. Iu the preceding vear John had been ordained 
deacon by the exiled bishop Jolm of Thella (Constantinas*. The quiet lile 
in the monastery seems however not to have suited him, and he frequently 
travelled about to visit other monasteries and celebrated hermits; in 432 
he accompanied. his friends Thomas and Stephen to Antioeh '^, and in 534 
undertook a journey to Egypt, and in 535 visited. Constantinople "t. At the 
end of 536 or beginning of 537 the patriareh Ephraim of Antioch followed up 
the final condemnation of the Monophysites at the synod of 536 by a * descent 
lo the East’, when the monks were again expelled ©. They then removed 
to hella d Thuthe in the region lying W. of Amida, and on being expelled 
thence eame to the monastery of the Paplars at the extreme limit. of the 
Amidene territory t. But there also they were not Tet alone, and this time 
they were dispersed: but in 43) the bulk of them, headed by the arcliman- 
drite Abba aud ineluding our author, came to the territory of Claudias on 


This was inhabitesd by a mixel Syrian and Armenian population: but Ingilene 
seems to have been predominantly Syrian, — 2. P. 6%. 3. PL 8%; see also eh. 5t. 
Reedy ae c xe CES aS n. Dyakonov, p. 38, n. 51. - 7. See p. 83, n. - & Ch. 35; 
Jacl. Hl, vin Do They were in exile 9 yes. and returned in Ind. IN Dyakonov, 
HISE che 255. xd Po 207, -- 01. P. 200. seen. 0,211. Dyakonov p. 47) 


pats the Eeyptian journey in 235, but himself notes that, since there is no mention of 
the ecelestastieal revolution that followed: the patriarch Timothy's death 7 Feb. 935; 


see Pyza Zeitschr, NAT. p. ^9, it must have been D that tine. - 12. Ch. 35, 58; 


, 


Land, p. 25; Zach Hi, x, 45 Yt Monoph, C. S. C. O., toin. NAN du, p. 65. 


ivo Ter Bon obo cob Sse tiene its 
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the Euphrates‘. Thence in 540 John, perhaps following Abba, who led 
to Constantinople about this time, removed to the capital, and never per- 
manently returued. Jn 54l he made a seeond journey to Egypt, and in 
the autumn of the year he went to Palestine, where the plague was just 
beginning?, and thence to Mesopotamia, and returned through Svria to 
Constantinople. The date is fixed by the fact that he met Jolin of Hephaes- 
topolis performing ordinations im Asia Minor’, for in 542 James and Theo- 
dore were appointed for that purpose *. 

In 542 Johu was selected by the emperor for the task of converting the 
pagans in Asia on condition that he should convert them to the Chalee- 
donian faith*. Probably however he did not wholly neglect the oppor- 
tunity for propagating Monophysitism, for, when dames Burd‘ana passed 
through Asia Minor, he consecrated seven bishops. Among these was Jolin 
himself, who was made bishop of Ephesus, the metropolis of Asia ^, whenee 
he is often called ‘John of Asia’. The date of his consecration may be 
gathered from the fact that he was consecrated at almost the same time as 
Kashish of Chios, who, having begun travelling with John, continued to 
travel for 13 years, and then lived 5 years in Chios before being made 
bishop*. Now the travelling must apparently have begun between 540, 
when John left his monastery, and 542, when he undertook the mission to 
the pagans ^, and this brings the eonseeration to 558-60, and it should pro- 
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bably be fixed to 558 le was still a deacon in 541, for he ollictated as 
such at the ordinations performed by John of Hephaestopolis, and the date 
of his presbyterate is unknown. There is nothing to show that he ever 
resided at Ephesus; and after the death of the patriarch Theodosius in 566 
he became the acknowledged head of the Monophysites in Constantinople, 
where manuy Syrians had taken refuge under the protection of the empress 
Theodora and after her death (548) continued to enjoy the favour of dus- 
tinian, who encouraged them to come to the capital in order that he might 
bring pressure to bear upon them for the purpose of etfectiug a union‘ and 
leave the Monoplysites in Syria without leaders, In this object he failed; 
and, though his successor by using more violent measures effected a tem- 


porary union (571)'', it was repudiated by the eastern Monophysites, and 


1. Ch. 58; see n. ad loc. — 2. Land, p. Sto. - 3. Ch. 25. ^. Cli, 50 Dyakonov, 
p. 62). — 5. Mieh., p. 287; At. O. C., M, p. ^82. ashe Clie ota S. Dya- 


konov íp. 81, supposes it to have begun between 537 and 540 and fixes the consecra- 
tion to 555-8; but he does not note that J. states that the travelling was in the West. 
There is no evidence that he was in the West between 535 aud 540. - 9. See 
n. on ch. 56. It may be added that 540, when J. (and probably Kashish alse) left the 
monastery and went to CP., is the most likely time for the travelling to have begun. 
— 10. See eh. 25. — 11. H. E., M, 24. 
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the division between East and West eventually led to a sehism (575)' in 
which John is found on the opposite side to his hero James’. The union 
however did not last even in Constantinople, and the Monophysites suffered 
frequent perseeutions as long as John lived. — His history ends in 585, and 
he probably died in 586 after a year spent in prison at Chaleedon?; but with 
the last 18. years of his life, which fall after the completion of the Lives of 
the Eastern Saints, we have little concern. For the first two years of his 
residence in Constantinople (540-2) he lived in the house of the patrician 
Probus‘, nephew of the emperor Anastasius, and after this, when he was in 
the capital, his quarters were perhaps for a time in the palace of Hormisda, 
where many of the refugees were settled under the protection of Theodora”; 
but at some time between 542 and 546° the chamberlain Callinicus, who in 
565 held the ollice of praep. sacré cubiculi", gave him a villa at Sycae* (pro- 
bably that previously oecupied by Mare the solitary, who died in 542/3) 
which he turned into a monastery known as * the monastery of the Syrians’, 
of whieh he was areliimandrite '*, aml this was his head-quarters until in 
578 it was confiscated by the patriarch Eutyehius ''. 

His earliest work was a history of the perseeution, which was probably 
written in 537 5, and does not now exist. He also wrote, probably in 544, 
an account of the plague of 541/2 °; but it is not certam that this was ever 
published as an independent work. Both of these were doubtlessly incor- 


D 


porated in the Ecclesiastical. History, which extended from the tine of Julius 
Caesar to 595, and was divided into three parts '*, of which the first probably 
came down to the time of Theodosius H^, and the second to 571. Of part 1 
we have only citations in Michael; but of part 2 large fragments exist, and 
with the help of ‘Dionysius’ and Michael it may be possible to restore it 
almost entirely, Part 3 exists almost complete. Another work, now lost, 
was a defence addressed to the Eastern Synod in the matter of the union 


of 571 and written. not later than 375'°, There remains the most eharac- 


teristic of all his works, the Histories concerning the ways of life of the blessed 
Easterns, or, as it is more conveniently ealled, Lives of the Easteru Saints", 


Ic AI Lees Aa re his LM 3. Mich., p. 364 Dyakonov, p. 165 . — 4. P. 157. — 
5. Ch. ^7. 6. Fhe date is fixed by the fact that Leontius, who died before the Lives 
were written 260, lived 20 years in the monastery ieh. 39. Dyakonov p. 86 , appy. 
confusing him with Aaron feb. 38), makes him die in 560, and therefore throws haek 
tke origin of the monastery to Mare's lifetime, See n. at end of eli. 36. 7. Corippns, 
Laus dusting, i, 75 |f, — 8. Hf. FE. n, ^t. Vor the site see p. 208, n. d: = 9. Ch. 36 
see tit. , and, forthe name, p. 187. n. l. Io. P. 298, eh. 36. init, 328, 39, 40, 44, 51- 

We F1 0. 12. Sec eh. 35, 2 note; — 13. Land. p. 325. Dyakonov, p. 168). 

Vi. FH. Isa, 3i Mich, p. 377. - 15. It is most likely that he would end part 1 at 
the point where Socrates and Theodoret end, but the evidence adduced by Dyakonov 
p. 129 as to me unconvincing. Ws EC scu o5 DV T 19s = 17. Lives is 
the easiest designation: but many are only detached anecdotes. 
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58 short lives or stories of hermits and others with whom the author was 
contemporary, after the style of Palladius and Theodoret, but containing 
more of the personal element, and including lives not only of obseure asceties 
but also of men who played a part in history! besides a few more general 
chapters on life in Monopliysite circles in his time?. This seems to have 
been written in 566%, and amplified in 567 *, and again in 568". We have 
one nis. only which contained the whole work : (1) Brit. Mns. Add. 14647 (A), 
written in 688 in a good estrangelo hand. This ms. consists of 20 quires 
of (normally) 10 leaves each, the I leaf being marked with the number of 
the quire in estrangelo, and the next four with the letters NCEE and ot; 
the last five leaves, being the other halves of the folded sheets, needed no 
numeration, There are lacunae alter f. 2, f, 3, and f. 5; and, since f. 3 has 
no numeral, and the 2" quire begins at f. 6, it follows that 3 leaves are lost 
after f. 2, and one each after f. 3 and f. 5. There is another lacuna after 
f. 13, and, the 3" quire beginning at f. [4, 2 leaves are lost. The 4^ quire 
begins at f. 22; and the 3" quire therefore contained 9 leaves only. Appa- 
rently the scribe, perhaps by inadvertence, left a leaf unused. The 5 quire 
begins at f. 33, the 3", 4", and 5" leaves are numbered v5, Y’ y", and the 
6^ quire begins at f. 44. The 5" quire therefore contained 11 leaves; and 
we may perhaps suppose that the scribe found the blank leaf in quire 3, 
and tacked it on here. The 10" quire is wholly missing, and the next leaf 
(f. 83) is the 2" leaf of the 11, so that Lt leaves are here lost. After f. 89 
is another lacuna; and, as the 12" quire begins at f. 90, 2 leaves are lost. In 
the [5" quire, which begins at f. 120, there is a lacuna after f. 121, f. 122 has 
no numeral, and there is another lacuna after f. 123, while f. 124 is the 2"! 
leaf of the 17" quire. lence in these two lacunae 7 leaves are lost, and the 
earlier must include at least 3. Part of the text here lost can however be 
supplied from D; and from this we know that it cannot have covered less 
than 5 leaves, so that 5 or 6 are lost after f. 121, and I or 2 after f. 123. 
The rest is complete, but our text ends at f. 136 r° a. The ms. is carefully 
written, and it is not often necessary to depart from its text. Ch. 37 has 
been omitted by the scribe; and, since the Simeon mentioned in the heading 
of ch. 41 does not appear in the narrative, the end of that chapter has perhaps 
also been omitted?. The missing portions are parts of ch. 1, the beginning 
of ch. 2, the end of ch. 3 and beginning of ch. 4, all ch. 26 except ; of a leaf 
at the beginning, all chs. 27-29, all ch. 30 except about + of a leaf at the 


1. Ch. 2, 10, 24, 25, 26, 48, 49, 50. — 2. Ch. 35, 47, 58, and the latter hall of eh. 20. 
— 3. Cl. 35, 47, 48, 49, 53-1035 v* a). — 4. Ch. 31 fin., 35 fin., 48, 5t init. (cf. ch. 
39), 58 tit. — 5. Ch. 58 fin. — 6. Probabty the 6' was numbered o, but the mark is 


illegible. — 7. Dyakonov, p. 363. 
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end, the end of ch. 33 and. beginning of ch. 35, all ch. 52 except part of 
the title, the beginning of eh. 53, and part of eh. 54. 

Several other mss. contain some of the lives or extracts from them. 
These are: (2) Brit. Mas. Add. 14650 (B), written in 875, whieh at f. 161 (T. 
comune: ehs. 3, 7. 13. Maloy 1S. 19, 36, and 40; whieh are also in A, in 
that order, the lives of Susan and Mary (chs. 27, 28 below), which are 
there missing, these being placed. after ch. 19, and ch. 11 and an extract 
from ch. 2, whieh stand between ehs. 36 and 40, the last three having 
probably been added as an after-thought. The writing is semicursive, and, 
probably beeanse it was fading, a later seribe wrote it over; but, since he 
did not ink over the letters, but spaced them afresh, he often made mistakes, 
as the remains of the original writing show, and in many places it is 
impossible to say whether the errors of the text are the fault of the original 
scribe or not. The text is of a paraphrastic charaeter, the order of words 
being changed, one word substituted for another, and words inserted 
to make the sense elearer. Almost any other ims. should therefore be 
preferred. to this; but for the life of Mary (ch. 28 below) it is the only 
authority. (3) Add. 12174 (Ci, written in 1197, a huge ms. in a large clear 
hand, whieh contains ch. 3 (£F 276 i. 64) Add. 7190 (D), of the 12" cent, 
whieh contains ch. 52 (for which it is the only authority) and extracts from 
chs. HE and 27 2333 rf). lu the heading of the extract from eh. 11 John’s 
name is not given. (5) Add. 14651 (E); a palimpsest written in 850, which 
contains ehs. 12 and 27 if 70 v^, 94 v*j in a text which, as we see [rom 
ch. 12, fers Tittle feom that of A. (6) Add. 14730 (F), ol the 12" cent., 
contains ch. 52 and the same extracts from chs. 11 and 27 which are pre- 
served in D, of whieh it seems to be a copy ad. as Wea ea 1 have not 
thonght it necessary to give its variants. (7) Add. 18814 (G), of the 9 eent., 
contains the life of Malkha (eh. 29 below), and, as this is missing in A, is 
Ihe only aathority Tor itd. Qa 348 Add. 14735 (11, ol the 12 cent., 
contains chs. 18 and 33 (6 071 v^; 157 v" and for the conclusion of ch. 33, 
where Ads defective, is the ouly authority. Hs text resembles that of B, 
as may be seen Irom a comparison of the two in ch. 18, aud the peculiarities 
of B may perhaps be derived from the original of B and 10; but for brevity s 
sake P refer in notes to ‘the seribe of B^ without meaning to assert that 
the reading is not older thau B. (0) Paris Syr. 234 (P), of the 183% cent., 
contained chs, 3 ul ^F 443 v" a, but the latter prt of ch. 4 is defec- 
tive. The text has been written over again by a 2°" hand, but is very 


ditlicult to read and seems fo have been most carelessly written. lt is 


FAL the end ofel 52 the word gas is added under the line in D £336 v and inserted 
in FÉ 21r, inthe wrong place as if it belonged to the line below. 
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in too bad a state to photograph, and I owe the text to a copy taken long 
ago by M. Nau which he kindly sent to me, and of which M* Gralliu and 
M. Nau obtained a new collation for me. For the beginning of ch. 4 P is 
the only authority. 

Land’s text does not claim to be a critical edition; but it was collated 
with the mss. by Wright, and is fairly accurate, though many errors (some 
no doubt misprints) remain. Hardly any suggestions lor emendation are 
made; but in v. Doawen and Land’s translation are 22 pages of emendations, 
many of which come from Professor Néldeke', A large number of these 
are actually in the ms., and of the others many are of great value for the 
restoration of the text. The parts defective in A Land supplied from other 
mss. in which they are found, but did not give variants where A exists, and, 
gave the text of one ms. without recording the 
variants of others, except ihat in the life of Susan (ch. 27 helow), which he 


where A does not exist, 
published from B, he gave a few of the variants of E. The existence of P 
was unknown to him?. Tence the beginning of ch. 4, whieh is in P only, 
is absent from his edition; and the life of Susan is given in the paraphrastie 
text of B instead of that of the more faithful E°. V. Douwen and Land's 
translation generally reproduces the original accurately ; but in some places 
they have misunderstood the meaning, aud, when there is a dilliculty, they 
give what they believe to be the sense intended without comment or emen- 
dation. Notes on the subject-matter are rare, and there is no attempt to 
elucidate the chronology. 

Michael (p. 377) mentions this work of John, and gives a list of the lives, 
stating the number as 54‘. This list, which is very corrupt, has been 
emended by M. Chabot, in whose traastation the number appears as ol, but 
Dyakonov (p. 369, n. 75) notes that no. 42 in the list is our eh. 52, and that 
le) is a corruption of waas, and is the title of the next life (our 
ch. 53), whieh brings the total to 52; and, if we suppose that the seribe 
omitted Elijah (ch. 30) because Elijah and Theodore (ch. 31) followed, and 
James and Theodore (ch. 50) because James (ch. 49) preceded, we have 54, 
the missing lives being chs. 10%, 42, and 43, and the life of Malkha (eh. 29 
below). Among the lives mentioned by Michael is one of Cosmo. which 
cannot be identified with any existing life*, and this life together with the 


1. I believe these are taken from a review, but ł have not the ref. to it, and give 
them from v. D. and L. with mention of Noldeke’s name. — 2. Land, p. 1x. 3. In this 
he departs from his principle of transcribing the oldest ms. (/d., p. &'. — ^. He implies 
that J. wrote more, but says that he himself transcribed or cpitomated these 54 in 
another work. — 5. Dyakonov notes that in Mich.’s no. 7, where only poeg is legible, we 
should not with M. Chabot supply ‘Simeon’ ch 10, since he is not ealled poog in the 
heading, but ‘Addai’ (ch. 8). — 6. M. Chabot identified it with ch. 52, because a C. is 
mentioned there; but see above. 
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lives of Susan, Mary, and Malkha must have occupied ehs. 27-29, which were 
in the lost [0™ quire of A, and ch. 37, which has been omitted by the scribe. 
Now in B, where the lives follow the order of A, the lives of Susan and Mary 
come in that order betwen our chs. 19 and 36, and, though for a reason 
stated below, this does not prove that Mary's life was not the omitted life, 
it does prove that Susan's was one of the missing chapters 27-29, and that it 
preceded Mary's. Further the life of Mary begins with the words « Neither 
then was the history of this holy Mary unworthy of admiration », from which 
it seems a fair inference that another woman's life preceded; and, if this is 
accepted, since there is no other woman's life till ch. 54, these two lives ' 
are either chs. 27, 28 or chs. 28, 29. Van Douwen and Land, knowing 
nothing of Michael, and therefore knowiug nothing of Cosmo, treated the 
omission of ch, 37 as merely an error of numeration, and made the lives of 
Susan, Mary, and Malkha chs. 27-29, without binding themselves to the 
correctness of the order. Tt is however more likely, as Dyakonov (p. 371) 
remarks, that the three women’s lives came together; and this is borne out 
by the following consideration, The great lacuna in A covered, as I have 
shown, Hf leaves; and an easy calculation will show that Susan's life would 
cover about 42 leaves, Mary's about 2 of a leaf, and Malkha’s about 3 leaves, 
or 81 leaves in all, so that for the whole of the life of Thomas of Damascus 


(ch, 26) except the first 2 ofa leaf, and the whole of the life of Elijah of Dara 


(ch, 30) except the last + of a leaf there remain 24 leaves, 1. e. for these two 
lives we have 34 leaves. Now Thomas was a distinguished bishop, and is 
inserted here after John of Thella and John of Hephaestopolis as having 
heen concerned with them in the work of ordaining Monophysile clergy ?, 
and their lives occupy 3+ and 4 leaves respectively. It seems unlikely then 
that the life of Thomas covered less than 3 leaves, and, even if we cut it 
down to 24, we have only = of a leaf for that of Elijah, at the end of which 
Jolu says « Out of his practices E have briefly set down these », which seems 
to imply a longer space than this ?. I eonelude therefore that a shorter life 
than Malkha’s stood in this place, and that can only have been Cosmo's *. 
Accordingly if is most probable that the life. omitted. by the serbe was 
Malkha’s, and that the lives of Susan, Mary, and Cosmo oecupied chs. 27-29. 
As to the order, we have already seen that Susan's preceded Mary's, and 
the order in Michael is a slight presumption that the three lives came in 


t. Se. Mary's and that whieh preceded, be it Susan's or Cosmo's. — 2. This is 
imphed by the opening words ofthe life. — 3. There are siinilar expressions at p. 35, 


p. 71. eh. 25 fin, eh. 36 fing, eh. 49 fin, all in lives of considerable length. — 
^. Dyakonov fp. 370) would identify the heroine of the life with the C. of ch. 13 and 
the C. of eh, 52: but itis strange that in that case John should in neither place have 
stated that he was writiag or had written her life. 
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the order given above’. If however we make Malkha's life ch. 37, two 
difficulties arise : (1) The work naturally divides itself into two portions, of 
which the earlier (chs. 1-35) deals with persons whom the author knew 
(most of them in the East) before 542, and the later with those whom he 
knew (mostly in Constantinople) after that tme’, whereas Maltkha died 
while he was at Amida’. (2) The life of Maret (ch, 36) deseribes the 
sepulchre built by Mare, and the title of ch. 38 runs « of ... Aaron the pres- 
byter and the rest of the presbyters and deacons who were afterwards laid 
in the sepulchre that was built by .. Mare », from whieh it clearly appears 
to be the immediate sequel of Mare's life. Hence we must suppose that 
the omission of a chapter has caused an error in the numeration through the 
serike numbering the chapters consecutively without looking at the ms. that 
he was copying. Dyakonov (p. 371) would make Malkha’s life ch. 36 and 
Mare's 37; but another «difficulty then arises, since the history of the Ami- 
dene convents during the persecution in ch. 35 seems to wind up the first 
part, just as the history of the monastery of Jolin Urtaya in ch. 58 winds 
up the second part. It is possible therefore that the error occurred earlier; 
but on the other hand the opening words of Malkha's life « Onee, when 
we were in our convent ...., before it was driven into banishment » seem 
to refer back to ch. 35, and look as if Matkha’s lile were added as an after- 
thought?; and it may be conjectured that the two parts were in two volumes, 
and that the leaves containing this life, being at the end of a volume, were 
lost^. Since however the order is uncerlain and of no importance, and 
Cosmo's life does not exist, I have preferred not to cause confusion by 
altering the numeration of v. Douwen and Land’, and have left Matkha’s 
life as ch. 20, 

Of the whole 58 lives then that of Cosmo is altogether lost, of the lives 
of Thomas of Damascus (26) and Elijah (30) we have only insignificant 


a 


1. Mich. by calling ch. 47 a life of Theodora reckons 7 women’s lives, which he puts 
together at the end as follows : (46) Theodora ‘ch. 47), (47) Susan, (48) Mary, (49) 
Cosmo, (50) Caesaria (ch. 54), (Si) Sosiana ‘ch. 55), (52) Mary and Euphemia (ch. 12). 
Possibly lie put Th. first as being empress, and meant to specify the others in order, 
but accidentally omitted the two sisters, and added them at the end. — 2. If my 
understanding of the difticult chronology of ch. 52 is right ‘see notes there), that chapter 
might appear to be an exception; but his informant, the cleric Jolin, lived with him in 
CP. for 8 years. We might also have expected to find ch. 25 in the 2" part, but it 


is the natural sequel of ch. 24. — 3. Dyakonov, p. 380. — 4. See p. 187, n. 1. — 5. A 
similar phrase occurs however in ch. 17 (p. 149) in a life which much resembles 
Malkha's. — 6. lt may be that tlie, ms. used by Mich. was lerived from A or its 


original, and therefore did not contain Malkha’s life, in which case the lives omitted 
by Mich. are reduced to 3. — 7. NXNNXVH' in the title of Mare's life in v. D. and L. isa 
misprint, as is clear from the list of contents and the note on p. 141. 
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fragments, and the lives of Habib (11. Z'ura (2), Simeon the seribe (34), 
Priscus (53), and Caesaria (54) are defective. The rest, excepi in so far 
as omissions may have been made by the seribe', and a few illegible words 
in ch. 47. is complete. 

besides Michael the work was also used by the so-called Dionysius, who 
transcribes p. 141, L. 22125. and under A. S. 836 gives the following list of 
men celebrated at the lime: « Abraham bishop of .Anzetene and Maro the 
stylite from the convent of fanem, Simeon the recluse and Sergius his 
disciple, Mare, Paul of Surtha on the Tigris, Addai Jiaxco (visitor) from 
the convent of. Fardaisa, John of Zuknin » *, i. e. our elis. 3-9 in a different 
order aud with ch. 7 omitted (unless it eame in the lacuna alter Mare); where 
it is to be noticed that he has apparently confounded Abraham the S&lite 
(eh. 4) with Abraham bishop of Beth Urtaye mentioned in eh, 58 (E 131 v? a), 
and thal he gives the name Hsikha (abstinent) to the monastery over which 
Abraham aud Maro presided, the name being perhaps derived from a gloss 
in an early ms.*.— Agam under A, S. 862 he gives the following names 
« Theodosius, Anthimus, Paul, James, John of Amida from the monastery 
of Karthamin, Theodore of Hirtha »*. all of which come from our chs. 48-50 
except John, who is added to the list of bishops consecrated by James in the 
interpolated life of James? (see below), aud may also be derived from a 
marginal addition in an early ms.*, 

John is not a literary writer. He puts down what he wants to sav as it 
comes into his head, stringing sentences together by the use of 45 and y Lat, 
whieb are often equivalent to vaud’, and frequently rambles on, forgetting 
how he had begun; indeed in many places irregularities that T have charitably 
allribuled to the seribe may well be the author's. 1n the translation I have 
reprodneed these peculiarities so [ar as can be done without making the 
sentences mnintelligible, placing the words * sie syr.’ in the notes when the 
sentence is ungrammatical or inconsequent, Prom the cireumstanees of his life 
he must have had an extensive knowledge of colloquial Greek, aud many Greek 


words are interspersed in his Syriac”. He certainly used Jolin Malala t; but 


I. See above, p. su. There are also two accidental omissions in ch. 46. — 2. P. 59. 
vios SC Wap b ^. Kleyn. Bijdrage, p. 69: c£. B. O., M, Diss., s. v. Anizeta 
Dyakonov, p.34. 5. lt is just possible that it oecurred in the lacunae on p. 59. — 

E. Kleyn. op. eit; p. 22. 7. Me is there however called bp. of Dara; see n. ad loe. — 


S. Phat the extract under A. S. 836 at all events eomes from the Lives, not from the 
Leelesiastieal History, seems clear, for 4. would not have inserted a list of obscure 


ascetics as 0i men distinguished at the time. 9. In two places in eh. 36 he even 
traushiterates zovi into Syriac. though jesse is an exact equivalent. 10. Land, p. 300. 
Pert. we should say ca source of John Malake Haase in Or. Christ., Neue Ser., Vl, 


b. Sb, 
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the only evidence of acquaintance with any other Greek writer is an erroueous 
citation from Ignatius in ch. 24, and that may come froma Syriac translation. 
Though he was a fervent Monophysite, he shows little interest in theology, 
and in contrast to his contemperary, the so-called Zacharias, includes no 
theological document in his works except the Henotieon, Even in the 
account of the Tritheite controversy in H. E., v. 1-12, where some theology 
seems to be imperatively required, his theology is confined to a few stilted 
formulae, except that in ch. 8 he gives two short citations from the arguments 
at the conference. The only other theological argument in his works is 
the report of the debate with the Nestorians in the life of Simeon of Beth 
Arsham (p. 148), and that is put into Simeou’s mouth, and is probably derived 
either.[rom his own lips or from the books which Jolin inherited from himt. 
llis chronological statements are aften loose or even wild, of which many 
instances are given in the notes’. 

As an appendix to the genuine lives Land published a longer life of 
James, whieh is attributed to John aud was taken by Land to be his; but its 
spuriousness was clearly proved by Kleyn” and was admitted by v. Douwen 
and Land in their translation; and its eharacter is so olivions that | need not 
occupy space by repeating the arguments here. For the sake of completeness 
however, and because Land's text is taken Irom an inferior ms., I have 
re-edited it with the genuine lives. It is contained in three mss.: (T) Ber- 
Jin Sachau 321 (S), of the end of the 8" cent. * (€. [66 i" b). This is perhaps 
the best of all Syriac hagiographical mss.; and, where we have it, we rarely 
need to emend or follow another ms.; but the last leaf of this life is unfor- 
tunately lost. For the text of this ms. 1 am indebted to a photograph which 
the kind assistance of Professor Allgeier enabled me to procure. (2). Paris 
Syr. 235 (N), of the 13" cent. (f. 315 v"), which I have consulted in a photo- 
graph which Monseignenr Graflin with his usual kindness supplied. This 
seems to be a not very good copy of S, and I have therefore not as a rule 
recorded its variants, but bave supplied the lost final leafof S fromit. (3) Brit. 
Mus. Add. 12174/(€). See above, p. vii. The textofthis ms. (f. 285 v?a) is alater 
paraphrastie version of the lie, in which some stories are omitted because the 
seribe did not think them edilying. Jt was from this ms. only that the life was 
published by Land, and the fall text is therefore now published forthe first Gime. 

This life is followed in S and C by a short narrative of the theft of the 
relicsof James by the monks of Fsiltha, which has been most carefully edited 


| with illuminating introdnetion and commentary by M. Kugener in M. Clugnet’s 


Bibl. Hagiogr. Orientale, MI, p. 5. As the document is closely connected 
with the life preceding I have added it here; but, though 1 have collated both 


1. P. 158, — 2. P. 83, 85, 94, 95, 157, 193, 210, 201, 206, besides many in part 2. — 


|! 3. Jac. Baradaeus, p. 105, — 4. See p. xiv, n. 1. 
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mss., | lave seldom indeed found it necessary to depart from M. Kugener's 
text!. ln both mss. the narrative is followed hy the words : « The history 
of Mar James, bishop of Edessa, is ended », and in S there follows a colophon 
stating that the history was composed by Theodosius the stvlite of Fsiltha 
in 7412. as if he were the author of both. The narrative is however stated 
in the title to be the work of Cyriae bishop of Amida (€ * Mardin’), and we 
must therefore apparently suppose that Theodosius after writing the life 
copied the narrative of Cyriae as a pendant to it. Three dillieulties remain. 
(1) Theodosius is said in the colophon to have written when Stephen was 
arehimandrite of Fsiltha; but the arehimandrite when the relies were stolen 
in 622 was also Stephen, so that we must postulate two areliimandrites of 
that name, (2) The so-called Dionysius places the death of Cyriae of Amida in 
623°, whereas the narrative mentions events of 628, so that we must either 
postulate two bishops of Amida named Cyriae or adopt with M. Kugener the 
reading * Mardin’ from C *. Of a Cyriac of Mardin nothing is known. (3) The 
author of the life calls himself « Me the sinful John the Syrian, the converter 
of the pagans and anthor of the Ecclesiastical History, who am from the 
house of Mar John at Amida», and this is apparently not simply eopied from 
the original, for the text there is « a man whose name was John »*. If then 
the author passed himself olf as John of Ephesus, why is he in the subserip- 
tion called Theodosius? To this it may be answered that the document is 
an amplification of the original lives, and that the use of the [* person was a 
mere literary. deviee not intended to deceive, and Theodosius was known to 
everyone as the author. 1 must say however that it seems very strange that 
a writer who is amplifying an older work should put an expression of humility 
into the mouth of the original writer which he did not find in the text; and, 
as John nowhere else in the Lives speaks of himself in the 3" person, I have 
a suspicion that he really wrote LAN OX here and the seribe of A inad- 
vertently substituted Joo opaa, ao] because the expression was used of the 
other bishops above; but, as he is not in the habit of making mistakes, I have 
nob presumed to alter the text% In any case the narrative must have been 


I. My S and € are M. Kagener’s B and L. | had already used B for another ms., and 


had denoted Add. 1217^ by C, and therefore could not adopt his notation. — 2. See 
Kugener, p. 23, where it is shown that 74t should he taken as the date of this 
document rather than that of the ms., as D^ Sachau took it. — 3. Ed. Chabot, A. S. 
O34. Ile was the successor of the John who died in 578 à Dion." ap. Kleyn, hijdrage, 
p. 73. See above, p. xu, and the interpolated life ad fin, — ^. Baumstark Gesch. d. syr 
Lit, p. (St ascribes the narrative to a Cyriac of Thella. 5. Ch. 50, — 6. lle often 
does so in IJ. E. — 7. There is a elear instance in which the text of A may be corrected 


from the interpolated life, i. e, the account of the consecration of the bp. of Seleucta in 


Syria, where A has *Tsaüria 3 see n. on ch. 50. Cf. also f. 117 v" b, where the reading 
po: Should almost certainly be adopted from the interpolated life. 
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written between 628 and 741, and the life was probably composed in 741°. 

In the text I have recorded all variants exeept the common orthographical 
variations in the spelling of Xs, Aso, hasl, Lasp, and such words as 

+>]. Words and letters inserted to fill lacunae are inclosed in square 
brackets in the text, and, as far as possible, in the translation, and words 
which have been omitted by the seribe are inelosed in round brackets in 
the text. A half-braeket denotes the beginning of the part of the text to 
which a note refers. The biblieal references are to the Peshito. 


1. Baumstark (/. c.) thinks that the life may have been written before 600; but the 
title ‘king of the Romans’ shows that the author wrote under the Arabs. 
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MSS. USED IN THE PRESENT FASCICULE 


A = Brit. Mus. Add. 14647 (688). 


Be = -=- = 448004875) 

C= = = Meer. 

Du = — 7190 (12"' cent.). 

E= - - 14651 (850). 

I - -- —- 14735 (12'" cent.). 

P = Paris Bibliotheque Nationale Syr. 23^ 13'^ cent. ). 


ABBREVIATIONS 


D. 0. Assemani, Brbliotheca Orientalis. 

CS. C. 0O. Corpus Seriptorum Christianorum Orientalium, ser. syr., ser. 3%. 
Hook. John of Ephesus, Ecclesiastical History, part 3 

Land Land, Anecdota Syriaca, tom. Il. 

P. 0. Patrologia Oriental’s. 


R.O. €. Revue de (Orient Chrétien. 

V.D. and L. Joannis Episc. Ephesi Commentarii de Beatis Orientalibus et Historiae 
Ecclesiasticae Fragmenta latine. verterunt. W. J. v. Douwen et 
J. P. N. Land. 
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|. Suppl. L. — 2. Point e follows in ms. 


A BOOK OF HISTORIES CONCERNING THE WAYS OF LIFE OL THE BLESSRID Is rERNS. 
COMPILED AND WRITTEN DE JOUN THE PILGRIM AND AT ONE TIME A SOLITA 


OF THE House oF Man Jous] OL AMIDA IN THE PERVOER OF DEVINE ZENI 


When we considered the words of our Saviour and Redeemer Jesus in 
his preaching to his saints which he said, « Let vour light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds, and glorify your Father who ts in 
heaven »', it seemed to us that this is not disagreeable to his will, that 
the light of the deeds and of the triumphis of his holy disciples shonld at all 
times arise and be made known and appear among men, its indeed the 
sense of his holy saying declares; and for this reason, although we may 
seen to be presuming to set foot in things that are too great for us, by the 
power of his saying and the hope of his gilt we have been encouraged lo 
approach the task of compiling histories concerning their ways of life and 
their brave triumphs and the characters of their good deeds, that, we 


may draw, though obscurely, by means the vile and common pigments ol 


1. Mattli. v, 16. 
PAIR. OB. — 1. AMIL — b. d 
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our poor words, the pattern of their likenesses for posterity, and? leave it 
inthe memorial of our writings: so that, when they read aud see their good 
deeds and marvellous ways of life, by this means we opine that two bene- 
lieial results will be produced, one that when they see their good deeds 
they may also glorify their Father whois in heaven as if is written, and the 
second again, that. when the Hight of the narratives of their wavs of life 
shines upon souls entangled in the vamties of this world and darkened by 
error, they may be enlightened by the light of their triumphs and be eager 
to mitate them, and to receive their patieris in themselves, in order that 
they may attain to Chet crowns, and hear with them the life-Iraught eall that 
says « Come enter, ve blessed of my Fathers! For these reasons therefore, 
sinee T. dreaded even to hear the apostole saving that condemns the man 
Whe knows whit is good and does it not by the sentence of sin?, | deter- 
mined not to coneeal and cover with silence the great and marvellous virtues 
that T have seen and Known and elearly earned in heroic and divine persons, 
and | am confident of bearing true witness withont fear and without hesi- 


tation: lasing first formed this resolution in my mind, that. though F hear 
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1. Ms. om. o. 


that a few days ago and now also there have been and indeed are in the 
districts round us heroie and brave men, for my part except those of whom 
l have been an eye-witness in every one oftheir actions [or a long time and | 
a witness of the trath of them I will in no case commit any the of to the 
memorial of my handwriting’, actions to the truth of which besides myself 
all the other men of our time are also witnesses, actions that were wrought 
in those men heroic in their ways of life, with every one of whom f was in 
intercourse from my childhood down to their own end; of whom some fell 
asleep some time ago, aud some during this time, and some are still illus- 
trious in the body, men who have power to perform apostolic signs, since 
to each one of them according to the blessed apostles saving gifts are dis- 
tributed and given?, to this miracles, to that great ways of life without 
signs, to another beauty of heart and purity, to another ready sorrow and 
copious tears, to another self-denial and perfect pilerin life, in addition 
to the other distributions of gifts, consisting in the beauties that each 


one of them severally used to depict upon his person. These marvel- 


1. Ms. om. — 2, This statement cannot be taken literally, He gives an account of Abraham of 


Kalesh (ch, 4) who died before he was born. — 3. I Cor., xin, t6. 
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lons and divine beauties therefore E have set myself to bring to the 
record of narratives, while the spiritual beauties and great triumphs them- 
selves, without the interposition of elegant language, are related by their 
natural simplicity of heart with whieh as is written thev giorified God', 
and we record the active manifestation of the ways of life of every one ab 
them without ornate dietion and artilieial combinations af words, rejecting 
and dismissing all worldly elegance outside the circle of these admirable 
aud divine beauties, lest by it we soil their holy images: which have no 
need whatever of beauty and adornment Wing outside their etrele, as neither 
has the Giver ol their beauties himself, «ince indeed they are not lackiug 
ii anything, whieh also enrich and enlighten others by their beauties, We 
begin therefore: Trom this point to draw the pieture. of each one. of these 
salats by relating his history through the help. of their prayers imd. conti- 
dence dn their petitions on our behalf, and hope in the wilt of him who 
strengthened them, tbat is, as Far as our small strength is capable of attai- 
uing, throngh the strength that arises from grace; and at the head of this 
divine company we sel this great old ian whom a high place at table in the 


heavenly le, where each ts ti Christ desus, well betits. 
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I. 5 word seetiis lo have been here erased. — 2. Point follows in tus. > OMe o 8.— Point. 


follows in ties. 


l. — Tug rinst MISTORY, OF THE GREAT AND DBIVINE OLD MAS ESHI 


The relation of the history of this apostolic man Habib it is not easy 
lor any man to approach without fear to narrate it, inasmuch as on both 
sides a canse of alarm springs from the relating of it; lirst, the fact that the 
man who sets himself to enumerate the marvellous and great miracles and 
acts of power, and fearful and apostolic signs, which he who performs the will 
of those who fear him wrought through hin will fall short of the sum; since 
a tongue of flesh is indeed too small, and human mouths are nob sufficient, 
to speak of him as he is: and here there is danger lest a man wish to deptet 
this great and divine sea in an ill-ordered and faulty manner. and‘, dimi- 
nishing his heavenly features because he is not snflicient for them, finally 
incur the eoudemnation of a corrupter of spiritual beantios; secondly, even 
if the great and marvellous deeds that can be ecsily wrought through 
apostles only which God wrought through him be narrated, lest they be as 
it were hard to believe: but, commiting the greatness of these lo. the 


knowledge of him who is true and does not lie, whe said, « Whoever belie- 
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veth on me shall do greater than these signs which I do »', we leave this 
also to him and to those to whom it has not been hard to believe his word, 
bringing these few things (a small proportion) to record for the glory of God. 
This holy old. man therefore came from the district of Sophanene, and was 
trained by a man who was himself also great and holy and a worker of 
miracles, whose name was Bar Nbyl. "This divine man therefore was 
before our times; and, imasmach as his end preceded our days, though this 
great old man bis disciple and many others used to tellus about the great 
marvels which he used to perform, inasmuch as we declared before that we 
shall omit men in whose case the sight of our eves has not borne witness 
to our handwriting 7, for this reason we have not touched the history of that 
samt; who himself also again was trained by a divine blessed man whose 
name was Mar Dada; which things we have omitted to relate, im order to 
tell only the things that concern this man who was our contemporary, This 
mau therefore came from a village ealled EF v try from which his master 
also eunez and he first planted that monastery, and then this blessed Habib 
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went to him, wheu he was about ten years old, and he received him, and 
he continued to dwell with him, and he exercised him in spiritual ways of 
life, marking his tender age, and what devoutness and what orderliness he 
possessed from his youth. But, when that old mau bad completed. ninety 
years, he departed to his mansion in heaveu, and left his monastery in the 
hands of the blessed Habib, after he had lived with him twenty years; and 
$0, having seen his ways of life and his obedience aud his humility, he made 
him heir of the inheritance of his blessings, aud left him to succeed him. For 
the blessed Habib was so humble and obedient even iu his old age that | do 
not think it was strange to lim‘. 

And from that time the fear of the blessed man fell upon all men, so that 
many from fear, before he himself spoke to them, of their own free will 
made a remission; aud then afterwards the blessed man used to perforin 
frequent mighty works in every place against those who contended against 
him, aud when he spoke God would perform in action everything that he 


L. A leaf or two missing. 
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said without delay, because he saw his zeal and readiness and the keenness 
of his purpose. But, when the owner of the ass heard it, his knees knocked 
together in fear, lest the power of the saints curse should light upon him 
also: and he arose and took all his parelhinents yzszrz, and brought them 
to him, and entreated him to forgive him. Again there was another rich 
man dn another village, who bad an ancient debt, many vears old: aud he 
also used to plinder many people; and they came and told the blessed man 
about him, and he set out to go to him. Aud, when he beard * Lo! Habib 
Is eoming i, Inasmuch as he was not prepared to do good, he arose and took 
the parehinents: 4222725 1. e. the deeds; and left him and Hed, And when 
the blessed inan heard it le was distressed and said : « Beeause his will was 
thus prepared to do evil toward these poor men, WW God wills their deliverance, 
let them ever see htm again oo. Aud the same might that man died, and 
Fear fell on all who heard at. Aud the blessed man went on continuing 
to busy himself greatly in matters of debt-remission, becoming a delive- 


vanee for the poor amd hist fame inereasing. Bat the wife of the man 
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who had died aud his children took all. their parchments — 42272; , and 
brought them to the blessed man, and thus returned them to their owners. 

Again there was another man, and he kept ancient deeds some years old 
against poor men, and they came and told the saint, and they brought hini, 
and le went; and that because from his bosliood and down ta his old age 
he retained bis Inumility and obedience which itself also distinguished him, 
so that a widow or à poor woman or poor man who begeed him to go with 
him on any business wliatever, he! did not as being a man of high reputation 
refuse to go. but, in order to satisfy him. would go with him at. once 
without delay. When therefore he had gone to that man, inasmuch as 
Satan had filled that man’s heart, he was roused to fury against hiu, saving, 
« Will not this fellow go and sit in his monastery and be quiet? for see! 
he comes ont and wanders about to eat and drink ». And when the blessed 
man heard these things he wis distressed, and he returned to his monastery, 
having prayed and said : « Lord who knowest what is in the hearts of all, 
if thou knowest that 1 eame eut in this business in order to eat and drink, 
forgive this man. And. again, if thy grace knoweth thal it ts for the sake 
of thy name aud for the sake of the deliverance of the wronged that | have 


come ont, in order that this same thing may be made known to this mau eund 
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io everyone else, do with him as thy grace knoweth how ». Then Grace 
exacted forthwith from the man requital for the old man; and that same day 
the Lord smote him, and ball of him became withered, one of his eves aud 
one of his arms, and the whole of his side, and one of his feet, and he 
fell into grievous afliction. Aud, when he understood that it was a sen- 
tence emanating from justice, whieh had overtaken him of on account of his 
blasphemy, le sent intercessors to the saint to ash bhim to pray for him; and 
he on lis side did not withhold his kindness from him, but immediately sent 
his disciple whose name was Z ura: on whom from that time he poured part 
of the gift of the power of his prayer like the blessed. Elijah upon his 
disciple Elisha, so that after him he. became even more distinguished than 
himself. Phis man therefore he sent, saving : « Go, my son; we for our 
part will not close the door, aud pray for him. But the rest of the sentence 
has gone forth against him, that he shall depart from life; ind this we cannot 
reverse >. Amd, when he had gone and prayed over him, immediately his 
soul departed from his body, aud he died, and without his consent a remission 
was brought about for these iajueed persons whom te himself was prepared 
to subject to atticttons. Aad in consequence of this fear everyone who had 
debtors of ancient standing would remit the debt; and some of then: brought 


their deeds to the blessed man himself; and entreated him to bless them; 
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while the fear and the terror of him wenl out thenceforth in every place 
because he himself also travelled in all the districts of Syria. And, as it is 
written in the blessed Job, « Who hath contended with him and hath had 
peace? »', so was it fullfilled in this spiritual old man, so that no one resisted 
him in this matter, and transgressed his orders, and raised his head again. 

There was again another rich man in the city of Maiferkat?, who was a 
banker (rsameZiens) and had many bonds (yzayy2tetor, several vears old, and 
used to exact cruelly and mercilessly. And certain persons came and 
informed the old man; and he rose forthwith and directed his steps to the 
Cie 


five years I have not seen the NS and, when l came near you with everyone, 
my eves were opened » ; though indeed even the old man was astonished at 
this, and as il by way of precaution. agatust being deceived said to her, 
« Your own faith has given you light; and, if not, E For amy part am a sin- 


ner». And so this miracle was proclaimed all over the cilv, while everyone 
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gave thanks to God. While he was exerting his activity in the same city, 
certain persons from the eountiv of the Persians heard of tt because he was 
near there, and they bronght him two women, one who was persecuted by a 
demon. and another who was barren of offspring. haying heen many years 
with her husband and not having had children; and they coutinned entrea- 
ting him to pray for them. Put he on his side came up and made the sign 
over the possessed woman, and prayed. and laid an inlibition upon that 
demon, and he immediately came ont of her, and she was healed. But in the 
ease ol the one whe was barren he prayed and made the sign over her and 
said, « Go and keep enard over yourself) thal vou sin nob: and at this time 
next year lo! you shall have a son». And thal woman believed, and went 
away sand she received conception and bare a son: and, after a vear had 
passed, she took hin in her arms, and came to the Blessed man imo his 
monastery sand he baptized and blessed him: and she retumed rejoicing and 
praising God, 

Again there was a verlain man, and he had a large vineyard, and had 
spent mach money upon it; and for three years running hail came down 
and made terrible havoe of that vineyard: and, when thal time came dn 


the fourth vear, he set forth and went weeping tothe old man. and continued 
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entreating him to pray for lim. But the old man said to him : « Wherefore, 
my son, is havoc made of that vineyard? ». And he said : « Sir, E know not ». 
The old man says to him : « Has that plantation done any sim or crime, or 
ollended God? » Ile says to him, « No». He says to him : « Know aud see 
that it is consequently on account of your own sins that things which 
have not sinned are being chastised, that vou may repent. But go make an 
oblation, and let us go there; and do you keep guard over vourself ». That 
man went as he ordered him, and made a particle of bread. Aid. the old 
man set out and went, and offered the oblation there. And, when thev had 
partaken and sat down to receive the blessing alter their oblation, suddenly 
that cloud ascended in terrilying fashion, and came to the place; and this 
perhaps so that God might make it known that he had. accepted the old 
man’s oblation and his prayer, and had done bis will. And, when the 
hailstones began to Tall, the old man rose from the table and siretehed ont 
his hands to heaven, and said, « Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose signal and 
word of command. governs everything that is in heaven and that is on earth, 
because, my Lord, this vineyard has been deemed worthy to have thy living 
and life-giving body and blood offered in it, accept the person of the sinner 


thy bondman, my Lord, and cause this cloud to pass away from him ». And 
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the Lord heard the old man’s voice; and that cloud passed away, and did not 
harm even one leaf in it: and lo! from that time, through the power of the 
blessed man's prayers, that vinevard. remained. without hail falling in it, 
while havoc was made of every thing ronnd it, and it alone escaped, | 

Again they brought a certain woman to him who had a demon m her, 
and he laid an inhibition upon him, and he eame ont of her. And alter 
some years the old man fell sick. and was constrained to die: aud his 
disciples came near and besought hin to remove his inhibitions; and the 
blessed man removed all his inlibitions that he had made. And immediately 
that fiend returned, and appeared in that woman. And, when they said to 
him, « How have vou presnmed, when vou were laid under an inhibition by 
the blessed Habib?», he said to them, « Last evening he removed every inhi- 
bition laid by hin, while Twas standing there, and FL eame ». And when they 
eame and told the blessed man he sent him a message, « As for von, vou 
are not al liberty to dwell in a human being for ever und ever». And so 
he was again expelled hy the power of God's word, There was again another 
woman in a eertain village who had a mad demon in her, a woman who 
barked at people. like a noxions beast, and tore their clothes; and violently 


assaulted many, and, when they brought her to the old man. she eontinued 


h. ^, where a similar story ts told 
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howling at him and seeking to run away. And the old man stretched out 
his haud, and made the sign over her; and he laid an inhibition npon him 
and said, « In the name of the Lord vou are barred from his ereation » 
And the same hour he went out of her, and she was healed; and that woman 
became quiet, while everyone wondered and gave thanks to God. 

There was again another poor widow woman, and she had been tanght 
the art of drawing, and used to practise it aud labour at it for her necessities, 
and she used to teach pupils. And two of her pupils, after a long time 
during which she had spent labonr upon them, went away when they had 
learned and defranded her. and did not give her her fee. Aud, because 
everyone who was defranded whether of little or of much had recourse to the 
holy Habib as to a deliverer of those who were wronged, this woman came 
to him, and informed him of her affair. And he wrote a letter to these 
pupils of hers the same hour, telling them not to make use of her art till they 
paid her the fee for her labour. Bunt they acted presumptuousty and treated 
the old man with contempt, and did not comply with his order, and they 
began to praetise the art. And the same day the sentence for their pre- 
sumption overtook them: for the tongue of one was seized with au impediment 
so that she could not speak at all, and the arm of the other withered and 
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became libe wood, and would not turu. And immediately certain persons 
ran carrying thal poor woman's fee to her, weeping, and entreating her to 
go with them and entreat the old manz and she went with them, and they 
continued entreating him to forgive them. but. he in order uot to requite 
the evil-doer according to his. evil-doing set forth tecuse and praved and 
made the sign over them, and the bonds were loosened, while he cautioned 
Ihem nol do act presumpltuously agatast the word of God. 

Veain there was a certain rich inan in the city against whom many poor 
men used to complain that he had retained. parclinents (yxgzzo against then 
Tor many Mears, and, when they bad been paid, he used to demand them again. 
And. when the blessed man heard d, he set out and went to him do entreat 
him. Mad when that man heard of it. he ordered them to stop him at his 
door, and the door to be shut iu his face sa that he should nol come in; 
amd the old man continued standing al the door and. sending him an 
entreaty the whole day. And hic. J was distressed... s s . aud 
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distressed, CEN URL TN in confidence in the divine 
power that was in him, he said to them. « Go: and, when vou have seen 


these beasts, sav to them. in a lond voiee , 7 Habib the sinner savs that vou 
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U exe Figen deo S m . we comprise 11 the few 
acts that have been De in TM to glorify him who performed. them. 
neglecting the rest. while all of us who are at this time in the body testify to 
the truth of the things that have been written, and have seen and know clearky 
each one of them, together with the blessed men the disciples of the saint as 
well, among whom the first and the most eminent are Zura and Hawu va! 

Which blessed Z'ura, of whom we will also compose à special record, 
began vigorously to walk wholly in the footsteps of che saint. But, after 
the old Habib had marvellously run in this path of heroism. and of acts 


of power and miracles and signs and mighty deeds. and deliverance of 


L See end of ch. 2. 
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those who are wronged and of orphans aud of poor men and of widows, 
he was enrried to the mansion that is a release from the troubles of the 
body, ind fell asleep in peace, having contitenthy committed his monastery 
and his labour and the eare of the distressed to Zura his disciple, who 
himself also trafieked zealously with the talent of his gilts all his days, 
insomuch as to amass double profits. And so the great old man Habib 
begia and ended his days im the course of heroism in all his relations, 
and ended his course and received his crown’: by whose prayers may we 


merit? 


Ehe history o] the great and dirine old man Habib is ended. 


|l. NINEL ODM SECOND HISTORY, OL 1HE DIVINI BLESSED MAN ANRA 


and a spring broke forth and eame owt in abundance. many times more so than | 
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that which existed before. And, when the blessed man saw it, le rejoiced 
and thanked God who had done his will: and at once the same night he 
departed to his master, having charged the brother who was with him wot 
to reveal this to men during his life, as lie also did nol inform his master. 
But, when the news was received that the blessed man had gone down to 
the spring in the evening, in the morning many persons gathered together 
in order to go and be blessed. by him; and they see the spring Howing in 
a copious and rich stream, and their lands. and gardens Innnodated with 
waiter, and they ran to the city; and they miformed the bishop of this. And 
the news was received throughout the city: aud the bishop with the judge 
and the whole city directed their steps to the place; and when they saw il 
they marvelled and gave thanks, and praised God who does the will of them 
that fear him. And they called that fountain *Mar Z uris spring to this 
day; and it is even actually so ealed to the present timet, This was the 
lirst act of power which the prayer of this divine master produced in his awn 
disciple. 

Again once the mighty hosts of the Huns came for bi^, and those blessed 


men were in a fortress; and, when it wes thought that they had passed by, 


I. This clause is perhaps. i serbes addition, zs v. D. ied lo sdggest.--2. Probably in 215 (Marcell, 
sub anno: Theoph., A. M. 60089, 
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the blessed man sent him to go down amd inspeet the monastery. And. as 
he was going down, the host of the Huius came upon him on the way, while 
he was carrying his eross and walking, and repeating the service. And 
at onee one of them ran and drew his sword, and raised his hand Tor the 
purpose of smiling the PÞlessed man: and he on his side raised his hand 
aginst kim and sand to him: « Ho! move itno Tarther >o. And the hand of 
that barbarian was impeded and moved no farther, while he retained lis 
vel and his band was thus raised, until the whole of the host had 
passed; and he was released and he also as well went away, while none of 
them had hort him, and so, trusting iu God, he also went to his monastery. 

After the Term of years thal the blessed man lied when he had taken 
his rest amd gone to his Lord, the blessed. Z ura. who was in truth a small 
mangon in his stature and im his mind was higher than the bigh. made a 
column for himself, and went np uul stood npon if. while thence forth the 
deeds of power and healings of his master were performed through bhim. 
For, after he had gone up on lo the colmun. and il was accordingly no 
tonger ii bis power to grasp paraly sed persons with his hands and bend them 
anl enre the siek, they nsed to give him waler and he used to pronounce 
a blessing, and Sherever 16 fell a enre was nol long in following. Bul. 


when he had completed) ai tern of years upon the column, the syuodite 
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persecutors eame to him: and. sinee they did not tind in his disposition a 
ehanee of making him communicate with them, they brought him down 
from the column: and, when be had come down, he was moved with zeal 
saving, « [will not rest till 1 20 up to him wlio holds tlie roval authority. 
and testify to him before our Lord Jesus Christ concerning the persecution 
of the whole church. and concerning the distresses and the mockery of the 
saints in every place 

With this zeal the blessed man armed himself and with trust in his Lord 
also, and he arose and took ten of his disciples. and jonrneyed to the royal 
city itself and arrived there, letters from the adversaries having also preceded 
the blessed man by no small number of days, whieh gave information a~ to 
his going up. by dispensation of providence, in the same manner in whieh 
things were also effected through Ahbab withont his knowledge. for, while 
he himself was turning over his plans for killing the zeatons Elijah the great 
man, sending as of his own motion his envoys and his letters among foreign 
peoples with regard to his death. lio was being made to celebrate and display 
the fact that he was able actually to bind the heaven so that uo rain fell 


upon the earth. and was by his envoys proclaiming his mighty aet to the 
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But, when the old man and all his company came in, and, the doctrines that 
were condemned had been gently ' expressed, those that were right were 
again heroically expressed in sound language on behalf of the believers by 
the blessed man with the frankness mabini of his Lord and the confidence 
that contends with death, while the spiritual old man carried out. his pro- 
cedure according to what it is written that the king of Edom. commanded 
and said, « Ye shall not contend with greal nor with small save with the 
king of Israel »?: for he did not direct his contest with great nor with smalls 
but against him who roared as a lion, and looked whom he should devour”, 
in that he sternly brought the whole mensureless reproof against hini per- 
sonally, on account of all the persecution of God's ehureh, concerning all 


the blood that was shed in his days, concerning Ihe introduction of this 
accursed synod, and concerning many things, saving. « ATL these things God 
will require al your hands in the great day when he shall come, afl the 
distress of the Christians every were ». When the king by reason ofthe 
fear of bim feared to lay a hand on the blessed man on acconnt of the divine 


nsn whieh he possessed, he was excited by his rage, and 


D 


frankness (x22 
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denehed his fist has tightly as he could in violent rage, and struck himself 
upon the breast and said, « You are apostates and corruplers, and the synod 
is true, and | will not consent to hear these things against it from you any 
more, and. if vou were true men, God would show me a sign hy your hands. 
And he who anathematizes the synod contends with his life ». On all this 
commotion taking place great terror overwhelmed all the magnates; but the 
blessed man, when he saw that he had decreed death against anyone who 
anathematized the synod, was kindled with zed and his heart became hot 
within him as il is written. and fire seized his body‘, and immediately he 
went straight against him, and said : « The synod whieh divided Christ our 
Lord is anathematized not only by us, but also by the angels of heaven, 
And. since you seek a sign, by believers signs are nol required: but the 
Lord will uot show vou a sign outside vou, but in vour own self. And so 


” 


he? went out in. violent rage, while threats were also being forged against 
the Messed man. But after a day the sien lor whieh he asked appeared in 
him aecording to the blessed mains saying. in that he was smitten upon his 
head. and his understanding was taken away: and a fearful swe Hing covered 
him. ant] human shape was not recognisedin him *, insomuchi that his wife. 


Les gt 8s os Se, dJastinian, — t Miel who repeats Chis passage Irom our feb c his fare‘, 
This nent Poe etae oddest dares xit wand je the story whieh there follows the monk is perhaps 
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who was very cumming, hid him secretly in the chamber, that it might not 
be known to the city that he was already dead, and except two physicians 
and two chiamberlains she did not allow anyone to come in to him, while 
she sent intereessors to the blessed mau to ask him to come aud pray Tor 
him that he might recover, and he would at onee make peace in the church. 
And, this message having roused him, he went and saw him, and he was 
sorry; and he said to him : « Lo! the sign which vou senght». Aud the 
blessed man made a prayer, and the same hour his understanding returned 
to him, and he recognised the old man ind knew that it it had so happened to 
him because he had set him at naught; and he went on emtreating him to 
pray for him that he might be healed. and he might do all that he ordered; 
while the blessed manu said to him : « This happened to vou, because. vou 
tempted the Lord your God like an unbeliever, and sought a sign ». And 
thenceforth the dread of the blessed mau fell upon hin, and in fear he used 
to assent to his requests in everything; only the state o£ the chareh he did 
not set right, because the delinquencies of the Amorites were perhaps nol 
yet full; but he ceased that violence and these threats, while the power of 
the old man’s prayer. thencelorward wave freedom of action izz8225:z) to all 
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the believers ti every city and in every. place, and they openly held. assem- 
bhes, which! before his coming the threat ol death was decreed, against 
anyone who was discovered holding an assembly, And the fame of the 
blessed Z nra reached as far as Rome, while God continued to work signs 
and deeds af power Through him, and the whole city resorted to him, and 
he was made protector of the poor as in his country, while many greal alfairs 
were resolved by him before the King and all the senators: evpxxrzixo! i, while 
every day he was engaged in tlie same contest on behalf of the faith. Alter 
Hie blessed man had. been some time in the royal ety, the man deserving 
of evil memory whe lal at that time been made patriarehi in Rome, whose 
nane was Agapelus, was sumimnoued by some cause, and went down to the 
roval etly V aman who was a grievons blaspliemer, in comparison of whose 
blasphemtes those of the Followers of Paul of Samosala were very small: 
who. dP sentence From. heaven hal not overlaken drm and suppressed his 
Dlasphenies. was about do issue this order. that dhe name of the Blessed 


Ma thet tod-bearer should nol be eommemorated in the ehliureh at all, 
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nor her likeness be found depicted. anywhere, while he presumptuously 


promulgated his blasphemies, whieh did not retard for him the reward that 


his labour deserved. This mau therefore, having been magnilicently received 


by the king with much display, inasmuch as he was not aware of all the 
evil of his mind, when he had come in, inasmuch as he was annoyed by the 
reports of the Messed Zura, brought a complaint about him before the 
king, saying, « Wherefore is the Syriau deceiver who is here allowed by vou 
to turn the world "to his deeeption* »?.— But the king, inasmuch as he knew 
well the old man's power, said to him, « And what ean Tdo to him? For he 
is a stubborn man who does not [ear meu ». But bhe, in order to show his 
zeal in the ease of the blessed man lirst, accused him saving. « Let me do to 
him so that he will submit, or be expelled from all the countries ». And 
the king gave him his will, saying, « If you are stronger than be, do as you 
wish ». 

But this man in lis arrogance without delay sent sone of his own leading 
men aud the king's to the blessed man himself (a large villa at Syeae on 


the other side? had been given him by the queen, and he was staying there 
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with all his disciples; for it was the first days of the fast, while the presump- 
tuous man set himself against the blessed man by sending him a message 
in these terms : « The king and the patriarch! have ordered that either you 
come here, or | come there at onee: and it is quite impossible lor vou to 
remain longer ju this eonntry. inless von do the king's order and ours, and 
make accord with us». When the blessed old man heard these things, he 
jeered at his arrogance, telling them to say to him, « We have alaw viva 
ud down for ns by our tene King, that we are nol fo receive anyone im these 
holy days, nor make answers zz222:52:5: tnsomuch that our door ts closed, 
and accordingly we are not free to answer either you or the king. But 
wall for us Gl the fifth day of the week when we shall open the door, and 
after we have opened it what God knows tobe right he will himself perform 
between us. But for the present we will not. voluntarily answer you: for if 
veu seek do aet will violence sou know ». When that wretebed man 
learned these things, he was led. with violent rage, and ordered the 
magistey to dake exeubibors ard irons ind bring (the blessed man across. 

MW ben dhalt nin as he was ordered had taken Che irons amd embarked in a 
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entter (suey) with the military foree and they had. gone that he might 
leteh the blessed man, when he was on the point of landing on the other 
side, something like a wind took the cutter (Scope) and turned it back, and 
it was on the cily side whence he had started. And again a second time 
they returned, and approached; and. when they were! just about! to fix the 
ladder (52222), it was as if a man grasped the boat (xzez5:»), and with mighty 
force placed it where it started. 

Again according to that which is written « They knew not nor understood 
that they. were walking in darkness »*, he was enraged against the entter-men 
Scouovzeg as if it was they who were lazy, and they proceeded to go on 
board. And, as they were struggling and advanced little nearer, like what 
Is written. again, « The Lord was making war for Israel »?, there came 
forth something like a flash of lightning amd suddenly smote their boat 
(hos e, and the bench was torn oul of it from end to end, and it sprang 
away and mounted upwards as far as the eye can sees and then that 
wretched man nuderstood that it was God's power which was contending 
on behalf of the blessed man. And quickly with cries of lamentation they 
eseaped to shore; and they went and told. these things to those who sent 


them, and everyone was seized with wonder, 
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Bat, when thet man had Degun 1o promulgate his blasphemies openly. 
awl poured his gall into the ears of the kine and the people of the hereties 
Who rejaiced that an tastrament iasavev) had been Found. for the spirit. af 
Iheir hlasphemies; and thev had hevun one aud another to become drunk 
on lis fond dress; and le was loreng Threats avainst the believers everywhere, 
masmi inashine a Ehee SPRUCH e his eves, then suddenly that 
happened in his erse whieh wasoma sail in the ease of the arrogance of 
(he Assyrian e Against whom hast thon opened thy tiouth and lenethened 
His ponere, save against the Etape ceil Israet a 6 So ms bra the Lord 
smole this man din his tongue, and it wrew long and. protended beyond his 
month and came downto his breast. makinga fearful sight with wreat swell, 
so that he was Dudes Pini ito while terrar thd trepidation seized all 
Whosaw ita at the siela hope eMe bdotseboreitosond manilest sentence 
of requital for his blasphemy be insere 0H the fifth day of the week? 
hielo the dilesssod man yed as the term and said, « On the tifth day of the 


week Ged will jrschayripay dal dus knows. cmd oho same day he whe 
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had threatened. the blessed man received his burial and perished!) and Pear 
accompanied by shame seized all the partisans of that wretehed man, and 
joy reigned over the believers everywhere, while everyone was amazed at 
the blessed man’s words, how God wrought this miracle in bim, When the 
partisans of that wretched man could not by reason oftheir shame tind what 
to say, they devised a plan, saving. «© Whereas on the day whieh Z ura 
decreed for the patriarch he died, he used enchantments against him, and he 
died on that same day >». Amil so these inen were ashamed and God was 
glorilied, and the believers rejoiced; and even the blessed mau himself would 
confess that God had beard his voiec, and had awoken with his. sentenee 
against the blasphemer. For, when he heard the openness zz of his 
blasphemies, he prayed and said, as he used to pray and say al all seasons, 
« The Lord awaked like a sleeper and dike à ian who hath shaken olf hi> 
wine, and smote his enemies behind him ^. Lord behold the blasphentues 
of presumption against thee, aud * Be nol quiel nor silent, O God; sinee lo! 


thine enemies make tumult. and they who hate thee have lifted ap the heal 


122 Apr. aen lo Lib. Pont.. but (his was Euesdas, and nol in Lent. Vs lasba sc 2: Mars, and 
A. addressed a detter to dustinian on 18 Mar. Jale. sabl anno, at he died et Vhurs. m Lent, il 
musl have been 20 Marg bul sec p. 30,1. 2, Very probably Ihe whole story basel und dhe date sien 


in Lib, Pont, right. © Zach. Ri. ax. 19; vives a similar uceonnl ob hi dealb bul without mention ot 
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against tiy people! »; besides the other things which the blessed man used 
to repeat in his prayer and over his ineense. And justice did. indeed not 
delay to show the power of his prayer in thal blasphemer, And so everyone 
was amazed al all the things that were done throngh the saint and at the 
deeds of power wrong through his prayer, and gave thanks to God. and 
vapeeially at his labours and his petitions and lis erving and his tears 
night and day, so that not one hour ever passed from lint without his 
huocking at God's door, Even when hie was sitting and speaking with men, 
because his mind was dwelling above im heaven among the angels, his tears 
would suddeuly gush forth perforee; while he did not wish to do this before 
mien, iud sobs would spring up iu. him, and he would beat his two hands 
npon his face, and rest his heul upon his huees, and thus lie wonld ery 
loudly. And sometimes, when he was displaying the cheerful appearance of 
arbiter with his lips; tn the middle of his Speech at which he displayed the 
appeiranee of auehing sobs overpowered him, insomuch that while speaking 


with ous Be often did so; until by virtue of the freedom aziiceez) whieh d 
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enjoyed with him E went so far as to presume to say : « Why is it, our 
father, that in the midst of laughing vou are thas suddenly saddened by 
weeping? This tells us thal your mind is nol occupied. with us or in. that 
which you ure saying to us, that sorrow thus suddenly seizes you ». Bul 
he would say to me, « Know, my son, that I did not want to do this while 
speaking, and my sius suddenly occur to my mind, and turn my joy to 
distress ». When I olten entreated him between ourselves to tell me privily 
his manner of life, even adjuring him by God. to inform me, he would 
again while weeping vield to constraint and say : < When, my son, I am 
constrained to speak among men, my mind looks at those above in heaven, 
how their mouths cease not even for a short season from praises. and sobs 
rise within me on account of mysell, how | am neglecting to praise Ural 
Creator who created me, and have ceased to make petitions for the forgive- 
ness of my olfences, and am sitting in intercourse with men: and this and 


other things urges! me to cease speaking ». And so f was amazed at this 
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saints disposition, as well as at his humility and the kindness to strangers 
and poor men of whieh lis soul was fall with great zeal, so that in. conse- 
quenee a multitude of the poor of the city and strangers from every place 
Hoeked to him on account of the report of his. charity, until eighty and 
ninely and as many as a hundred tables were on some days prepared in 
lis monastery. Mid. thereupon be made greal cauldrons and. appointed 
men who were continually cooking and making bread: and in company 
With many he would with his own hands make himself into an attendant 
with. eheerfuliess amd jove While the blessed man was thas illustrious in 
all things. and deeds of power and signs were every day wrought through 
him. do aarme each one of which we have omitted siiee we are not sulli- 
cient, the whole city used already to flock to him, with the whole senate 
ayaza and! they who saw the greal freedom of speech (mzima. and 
Hie rebuke of thease who had the power of death and life aller God, were 
kept in great fear and decal of him, and everyone pal greal faih in 
hini. 

Then all the hereties ti the churelies aud monasteries were sorely dejected, 
and they cried against the King every daw dn great assemblies: « Hf the 
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Syrian does not leave the erty, it will be ruined », and the king and queen 
when they saw it. in order that there might not be a sedition i6z25:2 and evil 
in the city, begged him to depart. from the city limits, while the queen 
prepared a place for the blessed. man in a certain camp (zz5222: iu Thrace 
the name of which was Derens thirty miles ol; and so he set ont thither, 
while the blessed Theodosius also the patmareh of Alexandria had. been 
established there; and thereafter the blessed men dwelt there together, 
while that camp /zzezzx. thundered praise. And after some time again ou 
aecount of the inclemeney of this place they withdrew to another; and after 
some years the blessed Z ura finished his course and Tell asleep iu the same 
place, his disciple Hananya the presbyter who "was next to him! having 
left the place, who himself also had been trained with him during the Hetime 
ol his blessed master Habib im the manner of life of both of them. lu 
these lines we have comprised the story of the holy old man Z ura, dreading 
condemnation for the omissions of all. his trimmplis whieh we have omitted 
and passed over for the reason that our time i» not long enough for these to 
relate them. 


The history of the divine man the blessed Z ira is ended. 
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When we set ourselves 1o approach and record the history of this holy 
John, we exposed ourselves to a multilude of conflicting: Uhouehts, in 
consequence of the fet that, iP we lake upon ourselves to narrate severally 
Ihe signs thal were wrought through each of these same saints, we shall 
wander and extend into a great muuber of unending writings: and for this 
resson we considered at the Urimmphs only that belong to the labours 
ol each of them are enongh to exeite the praise of God that is in those 
Whe hear them. and how they bore themselves manfully in the course of 
justiee all the dass of there Hie without shrinking, while by reason of this 
fict ind the Fact farther that even one onb of the tinmphs of each of the 
sails that has been related is suflicient lo indicate Che divine power hidden 


imi Bin whe wrought tl just as it ds in the power of expert tasters to know 
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the whole taste of a tree from one fruit only, on this account we abstiin from 
recording many signs in order, only presenting the triumphs gained by their 
labours and the manner of the signs to the memory of expert hearers. This 
perfect blessed mau therefore, who is m truth one worthy to be third in this 
series of saints, received his training from his boyhood in the great and 
renowned monastery called that of Zuknin'. while from the very beginning 
of his training he would consider in himself and say, « What profit have | 
from the fact that 1 feed this body the end of whieh was doomed to be 
loathsome and disgusting decay? and wherefore do | by a quantity of food 
amass and lay up store m H for a multitude of creeping things aud of 
worms? »; since he heard further what the blessed apostle writes saving, 
« Food belongeth to the belly and the belly to Food bat God shall make an 
end of both »2, and further that also which is written reprosehfully to those 
who concern themselves with the sustenance of their bodies; « Ye took your 
pleasure upon the earth and were wanton, and ve fed your bodies as for a 


day of slaughter »*. 
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When then the blessed man through hearing these things turned his 
thoughts upon himself, he in zeal decided for hinuself that he would be a nian 
aloof from and a stranger to all pleasure that comes through the bodily tastes 
which spring up in food, saving, « F for my part did not depart [roii the 
Ihings of the world in order to turn hack to them: but it is enough that 
l have sel myself to be a slranger to tbese transitory things, in order to 
run aller the things that pass not away: and through holding: aloof from 
corruplible things E remembered and desired the heavenly blessings which 
the blessed Paul indicated and said. ^ Eve hath not seen, ner ear heard, 
nor bath it risen inte the heart of man. what God prepared for them that 
love hinr t. Vhese D omast run after awl pursue. with all omy strength, 
vasling all eorraptible things behind me, except the ordinary nourislhineul 
of ms body in order to sustain Ho». And theneeforth the blessed man in 
fervent zeal deeided for himself that he would eat no food ar all of any 
hind except ondinary bread, and water and salt or ordinary lentils. while 


In place of berbs he used do mix with these the leaves of a certain large 
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tree that was inside the court of that monastery called shigra!, eatiug Tren 
it all the summer, and in the winter again drving the produce of it and 
eating what was left, while all the members of his couvent would ree 
bim to desist [rom this distressing practice that was distressing lis body. 
and in this only he did not obey: but the obedience and silence and 
bumility in all his other relations of life went even beyond the Binits, qualities 
that befit the humble and obedient; so that, if anyone stretched out liis 
finger and sluek it in his eve, he would not raise his face (2:6 02599) and 
look at him, er open his mouth and speak with hun, and, if he said lo 
him, « Take an ax and come turn this roch over », or « Come dig out this 
boulder that is not dug out », he would again not delay for the purpose 
of al least inquiring? « How fam Eto? (nen the mountain? over» orice dig 


out the rock? », but silently take the iron and begins se that thes. often 


L Ace. to Psmith canchusa linetena^z but Hiis seems to he a bust nol a targe free’. Perh 
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made a kind of trial of hin, and he would at once without delay begin 
what was ordered him. until that inan whoever lie were said to him * Stop’, 
aud then he would cease, 

Again a place bad been mide by hin in the monasterv-enclosure, and he 
World spend the rest of the day or of the night there, in vigil without 
measure and prayers without ceasing, so thal in consequence of these things 
there was generaled for bim first sorrow of heart, and floods of tears of 
vreat weeping by might aud by day, insomuch that his eyelids shed their 
lashes from weeping, and the bair of his head fell ofl in Iront, from the 
namber of times that he used to knock it! before God in supplieation, while 
all who saw him were amazed and wondered at him, and ou this acconnt they 
used to call bim, Jobn the perfect Naziite^, while he was thereby openly 
preparing for the contest with the demons even to blood, insomuel that some- 
Himes his mind received blows in the contest and was silenced, so that if there 
Wits anyone wire was present and saw him, be thoneht that he bad a demon. 
in thal he heed become silent and had seeretty in his spirit entered upon a 


secret contest with powers zzz amd. authorities, su during the intervals 
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of the contest he was so hard smitten that others would approach him and 
speak with him and think that he was dead. And so for ten years this saint 
contended: and at last, when God saw his conlidenee in tom and his 
steadfastness, he gave him strength and vietovy over tis enemies, and from 
that time his mind was enlightened and his spiritual sight cleared, and he 


attained to high and marvellous conceptions Mesias! at whieh men marvelled, 


though he had not faboured at reading the Seriptures, but instead of 


everything he would witer a series of constant pravers; and through this 
there was given to him great perspieacity in the Scriptures and the commen- 
taries, so that men were unable even to comprehend and take in the height 
of his words and the depth of bis intellect, even the scholastics amd the other 
men who were learned in the Holy Seriptores running to hiw to hear his 
words, while they were amazed and praised and gloritied God. And 
afterwards he attained to authority over unclean spirits, and over great works 
of healing; but, if we record these severally, as we have also stated above, 


many sheets of parchment 4227459. will not snllice us. When the blessed 
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Jolm had completed. twenly-hyve years in this [ife of perfection, heretical 
machinations assailed bis convent’, aud all the leading meu in it submitted 
under compulsion and great constraint (Zezyzz); amd accordingly the blessed 
man prepared to witlilraw from among them, saving, « Por my part I have not 
forgotten the words of our Saviour whe says; * Whose shall deny me before 
men, Falso will deny him before my Father whe is in heaven? ». Then he 
left theng and departed, while about thirty men among the chiefs of the bro- 
therhool and the leading men of the convent also went out after the blessed 
matt, saying to him, « Death with vou, out father, ts more desired by us than 
life with others». Mid so they set forth and went to another district; hoping 
in God, not even bread Tor the day being found upon them, while the blessed 
baa eucenraged them and said, « Would, my brethren, that we eould attain 
lo the blessing of those who have been persecuted for riiliteoustiess! sake? ». 
Vid se they found a certain monastery amd took up their abode in it, while 


the Fame of the blessed Jobn was beard also over the whole distriet, and 
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accordingly all who were sick with various diseases and who had evil spirits 
ran to him, and the divine power that was in him would confidently heal 
them all, while evervone was amazed and thanked God; so that we also went 
to him in the district of the saints martyrdom, 1. e. tu his exile (220%, and, 
when we had sal down to take food, five demoniacs together with their hands 
tied behind them and howling beat down the door and came and entered 


go to the 


cC 


foaming; but the blessed. mau rebuked them, awl ordered them to 
martyrs’ chapel and He down: and so they went: and, after we had had 
supper and everyone had gone away to rest, he himself went out and went 
and made a prayer, and expelled them ' all; and they were found in the morn- 
ing at peace and in their right minds. And we saw it, and were seized with 
amazement at the power of the saint's prayer. We were further specially 
amazed at him, because after severe labour he was even so no! remiss; for 
there was an enclosure jn that monastery, and one fiz-tree inside 1t, and. he 
went and bronght sand and laid it on the south side of that tree, and he filled 


I. Se. the demons. 
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a large. jar with cold water and lung it on it: and he continued kneeling 
over against ib on that sand all through the extreme noonday heat, while 
we were parched even by the shade m consequence of the heat, Again, 
When they had passed a short time, they were again driven from that place 
also, and that whieh had been sent te them by the grace of God was 
laken by the hereties, while this also gave much pleasure to the blessed 
num. who said, « They have relieved us of a bodily burden that we may run 
after spiritual things »..— But, after twelve vears had been completed by the 
holy Joho in the comet (zyos! of the martyrdom of persecution, he ended his 
eonrse in the same exile (25260, ad went to the mansions of rest'. Before 
the time of the saints end, when we were with him. when E Bad heard the 
words of grace that used to come ont of his month. we entreated him to 
tellus what line of virtue seemed to him to be greater and more execllent than 
the other lines tn God's steht. "Phe blessed man sad s dE. Among all the 
courses of justice nothing is greater in God's sight than submission that is 


pocfect tn performing its obligations. im whieh are comprised all the Iv pes of 
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virtue that bring near to God». H. Again a second question wis presented 
to the same blessed man by us. « If, as vou have said, our falher. sub- 
mission is thus greater than everything, how is it that we see triumphs won 
by solitaries and he mits who had not submission, and by the other blessed 
men moreover who also wrought mir acles and great acts of power, and lo! 
these did not live in submission, and their virtue was manifest to everyone? » 
The saints explanation. « Consider, our brother, the divine words, and 
they will themselves show an example of the p that is hidden m 
them. We hear the holy apostle saving, very mans work shall be iade 
manifest; lor that day shall make it manifest’'. And we have learned again 
from him in that he says, “There is great fear of falling into God's hands 
And again we hear the prophet AA o God's. judgments, * They are 
like a great deep that is nel fathomed at all Whence is it nowt tell me 
that on the dreadful day of judgment fo many imong those who as vou said 
were distinguished by acts of power and by signs and by miracles the words 


of our Lord will be spoken in answer, which in his parables he saul to those 
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who said to him, ¢My Lord, have we not in thy name prophesied, and in thy 
name done aels of power", and he on his side will say lo them, 7 Verily | say 


unlo vert 1 Know von nol! 


And again ta the ease of those who finished 
their courses in submission for God's sake, setliug their will aside and doing 
thatof their masters and of their brethren, and despisimg men and shnuning 
even The appearanee of virtue, whenee is ib tell me if that blessing is theirs 
whieh was given by the Lord of blessings to the lowly, and to the poor 1n 
Spir, as die also states in Ihe prophet, ^ Bettler is one whe doeth the will 
than a thonsandg OS M henee eun we understand the secrets of God's dreadful 
Hoal pudeement. and his provision made du rehteousness? And my opinion 
is this. that those who have spent the days of their life in due submission, 
according to Hie gospel izaci Saving. come not do judgment, but have 
passed from death te fife, ; 
Verda the third question. And what is the submission which ts so great 


in vour eves, O our father’, and how should the man conduct himsel who 
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has set himself to practise submission. and how should he attain to this virtue 
which vou have mentioned, which you have magnified beyond all classes of 
virtue, and what models are suited for the man who is submissive to 
observe?» ‘The answer of the same blessed man. « There are many models: 
and there is a submission which while appearing submission begets loss for 
many by being accompanied by pride and by contumacy, and by the personal 
wishes ol the man who seems submissive andl by all the other things; and 
this leads to hell and not to life. But the submission which properly belongs 
to religion is this avhich should also vary according to differenee of in- 
clination), that he whois ready to snateh spiritual fruits should be ready 
to listen to every order that is given him simply, and to carry it ooul 
diligently, not judging the man who gave bim the order, and aule 
‘This man has ordered me wrongly’, unless he orders some act of sin 
that is ab variance with religion, carrying in himself the model of the 
patriarch Abraham, who made i0 question or objection against lim who 


ordered him « Take thy son thine only son hint whom thon lovest, Iac; and 
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go olfer him upto meas a whole burnt-olfering upon one of the mountains »' 


And, when this man received the order concerning his only son, he did not 


judge the saving that preceeded it whieh he said to him « In Isaac shall thy 


seed be ealled, and Ihis seed shall be as the sand of the seas and as the 
stirs dn heaven ^; and, when lie said to bim to whom this son was promised 
for these purposes *Go kill him; he accepted th simply, and only. determined 
to show perfect obedience, and to carry to slaughter bim in whom he pro- 
mised him that his seed should be called; and, what is greater than all. 
wilh his own hands to sacrifice his only som. without thinking and. saving, 
Yesterday he said to ine; s In this son shall thy seed be called », and 
now he Sud. 9 Go saerliee him», and how will seed be called in him aller 
he has been saerifieed 27 Vid vet more facets than these were to be found 
in the affair of the Blessed. Abraham, f£ he bad sought to raise objection 
against him who ordered bini to carry out these two orders whieh thus 
seemed outwardly to he opposite to and inconsistent with one another, but he 


even nidoubtingly believed and trastet him whe promised, and to him who 
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instigated him to kill the son of promise lie assented, aud he made ready to 
do it without Inqniry ; so qhatin virtue sed tie: walk that was sabmissive to 
laith and of obedience he attained the position of chief in the kingdom 
of heaven. So therefore he who is made subinissive for Gols sake 
should himself De ready to perform what has been ordered him without 
judging the man who gave the orders; and the man who gave the 
orders, whether he gave them wrongly or rightly, shall himself give ac- 
count for the ee given by him; fore the man himself also Teom whom 
he receives them has one who will reprimand bhin if he give a wrong 
order. Besides these things it is the duty of the man who professes 
religion by means of submission to have in hin diseretion iu all mallers Elia 
condnee to spiritual benefits, that whoever he is he may earey Thear oul 
discreetly ; oe. to wail upon the satuls, to wash the feet of strangers, 
to relieve them in all that they need, to clean their clothes. To mend 
lit balaren decns: “lie Spake ha eaten based abont the relief 
of his brethren in all ways. to keep waleh and vigil and pray and siwh 
before God at all seasons, and keep his tongue Prom evil. and his lip- 
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statmer and darkener of the soul. and will ery in illliction to God te come 
to his aid. and rescue him from his fraud and from his tilthiness "0 bu the 
vase therefore of this passion. our brother, he who wishes to escape from 
it and keep true purity. and be puritied from all pollution ef the Hesham of 
the spirit, needs tears amd pravers and many sobs, and pareity of food, ind 
abstinence from dishes of varying tastes; beeanse the desire of dishes thal 
please the taste are' a deep cavern in whieh is no standing-ground. — But 
think not that precaution against fornication is this only. precaution against 
that which consists in the open contact of body with body. but that alse 
Which is many times greater than this. the secret. [ornieation of the heart 
and of the thoughts, is that against which we ought to take special preean- 
tions and be diligently on our guard: because many are the wiles by which 
the rebellious fiends endeavour in secret fashion rather than in that whieh ts 
open to cheat and submerge and detile the soul thal promises purity to tts 


Lord. and strive by their deceits rather than that which rs open to stain 


and submerge with many kinds of tilthinesses, from the mention of which 
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Pam prechided by great shame, But by. reason of the workings of these 
filthinesses Fin filled with many sighs, because there are many whe, while 
taking precaution against open Tornteation, are in other matters secretly by 
means of feshly desire grievously deliling the soul as well as the body 
through the entieements of shame, men who need great weeping and sighs 
of atllietionz awl how shall they apply a plaster to this wound that thus they 
mas escape Trom the dreadful judgment of torture. that is decreed against 
these who take part in these things? He who takes equal preeaution in his 
secret and in his open aets also does net yield to the blindishments ol 
fontness and ol shameful action, either secretly or openly; but more than his 
open guard tikes precaution against that which ts done in secret, because 


hi Wound secretly inflicted that is wrought upon the sprit penetrates 


lor than that whieh ts administered openly. put, af he be avereome 
How apse, secretly or openly, even se he should not despair. of 

hin | deliver bimsell to the service of fontness. but turn straightway., 
bearing alllietion of his disease, to the gracions Physician, who will 
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easily apply the plaster of his merey fo his infirmity. And further, even if 


the man who has been smitten receive healing, and after it be again 
smitten with another stroke, he should not even so neglect to run a second 
time to the Physieian's door, even if he be smitten many times, or refrain 
from entrealing for a plaster for his stroke, a thing which we see happen 
in visible battles also to those who are smitten, that, as lone as their life is 
preserved in them, even if they be struck many times, They do not neglect 
to take measures for their bodily healing with all carefulness. So those also 
who have lapsed after the lapse of a spirttaal fall must act, not falling into 
despair of life, and delivering themselves into the hand of their enemies. 
When these things are brought about in the case of any persons. thal, alter 
they have been involved in any lapses. they thrust themselves tito the deep 
cavern of sin, they are worthy objects for great weeping and many siglis, 
in that, having fallen throngh a lapse, and bavine been a httle besmirehed 
with mire, instead of running to have their stains washed. away, through 


he shameful teaching of those who caused them to lapse they resolved to 
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throw themselves completely into. the pit ob filthiness, and. voluntarily 
remain in the very submersion of their pulrescence, which leads them to the 
submersion of econdenmation in which there is ue absolution, and to the 
wound for which there is no remedy, and bitter lamentation for whieh there 
is no consolalion, and the dreadful judgment of torment which has uo end 
for ever and ever. In the ease of those who alter the lapse of a fall are 


smitten with tlie same pleasure of sin, and remain in the same den of eorruption 


ud perdition, without having eoneerned themselves for the resurrection of 


their souls ind the saving of their lives Trom the putrescence of sin, and 
have delivercd themselves to the serviee of Satan, to whose will they have 
been made captive? by there free chotee, the requiter of their serviee with 
hun will repay them with eternal torment that passes not away, and in 
return for their affection with him and their remaining in bis company will 
male them to inherit part of bis possessions, whieh are outer darkness, 
Vherem is weeping amd guashing of teeth, according to the saying ob the 
Lib-Giserc. stuee thes have themselves seceded) from him who have joined 


them] to the destroyer of their lives. with whom if they remain, they 
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will also be tormented with him; from whom and from all whose doings 
may we all be preserved, by the abundant merey of the Lord of all. 

These, our brother, are the words which at the insiigation of vour request 
have been spoken on this subjects but they will he blamed by your sound 
and vreat and spiritual knowledge on account of the fact that they were 
spoken of fall aud resurrection alike, and not according to the character of 
perfection, as your questions also strongly demanded: because we see Ihat 
the disposition of all of us is inclined to and onr will bent on a fall rather 
than on hastening to perlection; and therefore we must inquire and ask ind 
speak about the forms of our illness and the remedies for it, lest the whale 
body be struck with the uleers of sin, and grow putrid with) the tumour ol 
negligence, and we be thereby thrust into the abyss of torment: for we 
learn from the divine Paul who said :¢ Phere is great fear of falling into the 
hands of the living God? '.. Whal has been spoken ts -ullicient fo stir up 


the memory of the disereet ». 
The history of the blessed John the perfect Neasirite is ended. 
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These before our tine and in onr time itself gained distinction upon 
a column and seized the crown of victory through their marvellous ways of 
ites ini whose ease also the words found in the Psalmus of the Holy Spirit 
may also aptly be sung : 5 How good and how beautifal it is for brethren 
when they dwell together sti for to these Iwo holy brethren alike it is 
good and heautifül and marvellous that they dwell together, as is written in 
the Psalmist. These two holy brothers were by birth vissa from a village 
ealted Ialesh?. im the territory of Amida: and the elder whose mane was 
ANbraliau was first moved by zeal and he went and dwelt ina monastery called 
Va Rabtha 5n the territory of Tngila. New there was a high stone colin 


Io v lin hi men used to eorne dmn order to stnu upon tt tu that monastery ; and 
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alter. he had broken bimself for a space of ten vears by great labours he 
himself ascended the column. And, when his brother whose nine was Maro 
had seen it, he also came and entered upon the road from the first mile and 
began to walk sonndly, while those two brothers were theuceforward ilus- 
trious for mighty labours of abstinence, until they received gilts of the Spirit 
also. the blessed Abraham receiving even the power of working healings 
and driving out demons, he being above, white his brother the blessed 
Maro shanned these things, saying: « Sir, E will have nothing to do with 
things that! gain very vain glory tor someone but deceive eertain persons », 
And many would seek assistance? with these; but he when be saw these 
persons coming to be healed would shut his door and remain silent For 
Irom the very begining also he had made a great segment [rom a hollow 
tree and set himsel? up inside it, having taken it inside the enclosure ina 
certain corner (yovéz ; and he used to stand in it. And there was a little 
door, and he would stoop and come out by it when he wanted for this 
monastery is situated on the top of à mountain, and there usel to be heavy 


snow there and violent winds; and so he would go out aid remove the snow 
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and recite the service and stand, while his brother from above used to chide 
him and say to bin: « Wherefore are von thus killing vourself?^ What good 
is this to vou? Why do vou aullliet vourself?» But he would weep and say : 
© Woe de me, sir, forgive me, sir. Wieh. pray. is the keener. this snow 
that allfiets fora little time, or the eternal torture that does not end, or the 
smoky burning of bitter thirst? Lo! how bitter is the intensity of the stress 
dyzyæn I~ made known by the torment of that wreteled rieb mant. Mmd 
for this reason let this wretehed body whieh has an end be tortured here. 
and. be there sorrows or joys, they will soon come to an end, and it will uet 
last. When the blessed Abraham. heard in his soul and in his thoughts 
how God's judgment was always depieted in his heart, and, because. hie 
pitied hin in that bis colour was changing nature from the intensity of the 
snow. used to nege him to we into his tree-seoment, beesuse the blessed 
man alse above found it ditlieult to repel the violence of the winds, he in order 
pearry ont his brothers order would comply, and would go inside weeping, 


and pon his faece aud ssvo: s Woe ds me woe is me the sinner: 


a a ae M € — a 


aaa Pens eye 


ee ss SS, PERENNE 


130) LIVES OF ABRAIAM AND MARO. ET 
Jou] hooo .Jazisl oà v3 J oh! wad. «naso a130) [AALS od oo 
foe 10 Joa Dy? Leere. Ai bees vols p2 s0001 Jortsol oo 
Lee pagar] Nes Lalo CSL Lira pode... eos] Jasolo UNS). 
beso yoy Mas kso; Joa p. ee. ARÄ ..... . OQO JN ses a 
[vào] pops! Laad ..... aa 0 opasok] Jure | Less) Ls 
yes loa JJ] Loa LOX JE wp ao hoak, laja loa franco, 
[2s oaa] JND, oao jos yao po «a May] JNa 49 
aS cono aasia Kars oo Le wall Oiso «asas 42 fao s 
ous Ras .....wtoll adole fats yo mele cux) lusu foods 
[NA] W? eso M CHADS uo jas sse Io ose wa 
OAD) St 0 A NE [Joa] ads. waka! fauo [aso | ota, | 
Jo asl Jaang cad pads galo Kado Vo. Hl Laso laag, 
Jazas aw Jesolo | <> Jha ppaddo [lan | y^ bem jeu oo 
p20 T eros D Nl Na J do otr ha> x1 So 


1. Ms. ow- 


who will entreat for me that Panay escape from that torment? » And so 
these brothers were objeets of marvel, their fame going as far as the country 
of the Persians. And, when Abraham... thirty-eight years... completed 
thirty eight! vears on the column... deep and he... in his days,... When 
a great. clamour everywhere arose and a great number of people in the 
villages and of the cities gathered together, they went up... the blessed 
Abraham. And what was purposed in the heart of the blessed Maro was 
not known to anyone: but when a ladder had been set up he first went up; 
and, when he stood at the top of the ladder. he found the holy old man 
bending down and sitting with his face to the east with his head between 
his knees, and he bade him a farewell: and so he took him up and carried 
him out weeping, and handed him towards... helow him?... the east and for 
himself and praved. And he entered. and went too his brothers place . 
And the multitude (25252) was seized with sorrow and adllietion on his 
account that was more than that in memory of the holy blessed man Abraham, 
while they eried and said, « Do us a kindness. our father: and, il 20 be vou 
are thus purposed, come down, and first comfort us and go up at once in 
peace, beeause we shall all be made glad by this. And. if vou do not come 
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down, we will all go up there », And, being Irom alfliction and many sighs 
unable to speak to the people, he beckoned to them with his hand to be 
silent and wait lor him. And, when he had suppressed his own tears for 
a short time and restrained his weeping, he then said to them : « Brethren, 
pray for me, and leave me alone. Ffor my part did not desire this and my 
Lord knows, but, in order that my holy brother's place may not be vacant, 
| hope by his pravers that, until you bring me down as le eame down, | shall 
heneeforih not come down henee. But take the saint and wrap him up 
for burial, and wo: and pray for me, that Pinay not be deprived of my brother 
Abrahams portion with all the saints. Now take away the bidder, and pray 
for me 5s. When this bad been done and the holy Abrabam had been 
wrapped np. the assembly dispersed, and each man went to his place in 
peace, being amazed aud. glorifying God! Bal the blessed. man would in 
ereat alllietion ery night and day to God. saving, « My Lord, let not this 
lone be do mne a eonduector to torment. but a conductor to life ». 

Vhetirstinstanee in whieh the power of the prayers of the saint was seen 


happened in the case of me the wretched one the writer of these things. 
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My parents were acquainted with him, and every son who was born to them 
used to die at the end of a year aud a ball or two years : and, when I myself 
was born and came into this perturbed life; and! on the same day as my 
brothers the stroke that had slain them attacked me, as my parents used to 
tell me, they immediately repaived to the holy Maro, carrying me and weeping 
with sobs, crying to him, « Have merey upon us, and pray to God for this 
one who has remained tous. Perhaps God will hear yout prayers, and save 
him; since, if your prayers do not persuade God, this child, to judge from 
the example (sxuetov) of his brothers, is already housed in the grave ». 
Then the blessed man, seeking to silence my parents) sobs, said to theme: 
« Be quiet, be quiet. John shall not die before Maro». Then, as they used 
to say to me, | was struck with silence as it were to death; and my mother 
wailed with a loud voice, and said: « Sir, he is dead ». Thereupon wheal 
happened? The blessed man (they said) in answer to the woman's vehe- 
ment wailing jested and said : « Do not wail, woman Jobu -hall not die 
before me ». Aad, guarding against the suspicion of. pride like a wise 


merehant who keeps his riches that they may not be seen and plundered, and 
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to make these persons think that it was not he who was the cause of the 
deliverance, he said to my mother laughing : « Believe in our Lord and go, 
lake vourself into the refectory (55, and ask for some lentils from the servi- 
tors’? cauldron. and bring them to him, and he will at onee live and recover, 
and eat of them oo. And she, as thinking that he was jesting with her in 
order to silence her, herself went on wailing more than before, saving, 
e Heneeforth, sir, this child's lentils are ripening in the grave. ‘Plas ehild 
will now never again laste lentils here», The holy Maro savs to her: « See, 
von do not believe that from these lentils of these brothers vou. will gain a 
son, throngh the help of the prayers of the same brothers o. Then he said 
Hey gold mies do a certain brother who was present : « Brother, go in aud 


feteh some dentils iu a enp. and drop them into that baby s month». That 


brother also cthes told mei says : « Sie, for the baby, pray for him. This 
baby has already passed to that world». And again ithey said: he repeated 


to dhat brother, «© Go do as P have toll vono. “Phat brother, in. order nat 
oppose the intent of his command, went laughing and saving : « | am 
ne to raise your son from the dead by the eating of lentils ». And he 
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went iu and. fetehed the lentils and came (they saidi and stood above me, 
and said to the blessed man: « Sir, here are the lentils. You wilt see one 
who is dead eating lentils » The saint says to him : « Take some with 
your finger, and insert them into his mouth three times ». And that brother 
(they said) took them and inserted them into my mouth, saving : « See! 
These things have been done to no purpose». And at the third tine (they 
said) E opened my eves, and moved my tongue round, and tasted and turned 
round and roused mysel. And then they cried to the blessed man. « Str. 
sir, pray; and perhaps our Lord will effect a deliverance by vour pravers, 
for the ehild has roused himself». But the blessed man did not see them: 
because women used to stand and speak to him Trom one gate of the enclosure 
as lar behind him as a woman's voice will carry, and they were not allowed 
to set foot inside, and he also never saw the Pace z2250z5v| of a woman, 
but her speech © only. Then he said to my mother : : Give him lentils to 
eat as much as he wants, and take hin and go, rear him for two more vears, 
and bring him to me here; because this is my son, aud. there i$ no possi- 


bility of his dying until his father is buried ». And so they took me and 
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wentaway sand. alter two years. they gave me to the blessed man my spiritual 
Father, by whose pravers I was saved [rom death: and the power of his 
blessing was dissolved and nullified throngh my evil deeds: for God used 
to work aets of great and marvellous power through him in all the words 
that le spoke even when laughing. Aad From that time the multitude (27262 
hegan to eather together to the saint ir numbers many times as great as 
eame to his brother Abraham: whieh! was also very hateful to bhim that 
anyone should come and bring hii a siek person or one possessed with a 
demon, but he wonld at once drive him out, saving these words: € O wreteh- 
ed men, what has misled vou into leaving God's altar and his great power 
whieli took up its dwelling in the saints who were slain for his name. and 
loved him and dul his will. and coming to me the wretehed man and provoker 
ol God? Pudeed zz2 I1 were one scho pleased and loved God and did his 
will. vou ought not to have come to me and neglected the saints, let alone 
when E provoke awl ieritite: God. And there is another thing that vou 

ould know aud understand. that it was beewuse of iiv sins that Teame up 
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myself the madman and man of evil life why do you come?» And so this 
wonderful man as if to drive arrogance from him and avoid the vain praise 
of men, even though he was gentle and kind, would violently and with anger 
drive away those who came to him to gaze at him asa great and righteous 
man. Yet again, if he were vexed with any particular persons, he would 
at last as if to entreat and console say reproachfully and kindly these words : 
« My sons, be not vexed at what I am saying to vou. You do not know 
the evil one's wiliness and deceitfulness. If I vive way to these matters 
of sick and possessed persous, and allow them an opportunity of coming to 
me, lo! fiends will at once go and seize women and girls and many persons. 
be it by means of a fever, or of uleers, or of affection. of the eyes, or of 
affection of the head, or so as to foam in them, and will work in them without 
their knowledge, as if one were to savy t Go jeer in the "aee of Maro’, for, as 
soon as they bring them here, as if our own prayers were indeed powerful 
aad mighty and drove out fiends, the fiends who have brought about these 
diseases will abandon them, and in their deccitfulness depart and withdraw, 
in order to carry out the wiles of their deceitfuluess, aud cheat us into having 
PATH. OR, d XV. — pu ÉD. i 
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some such thought of ourselves as that we ourselves are indeed righteous 
and expellers of demons and healers of diseases, so that by this means 
we may be pulled up and be arrogant, so as to add disaster to disaster, 
and receive blows upon blows, and cease and remit these constant petitions 
to God for our sins, as if we were indeed righteous, and through the guile- 
fulness of the demons? deecitfulness cease the rapid running on the road of 
repentance for our sins, and utterly sink in the stormy sea of sins, and there 
be fulfilled against us the saying ^ Their days were consumed iu vanity, 
and ther years rapidly? t, which also happened to many, and they childishly 
yielded to the deceitfülness of the demons, and thought that what was done 
to them through the deeeits of the fiends was true, and fell and were eanglt 
in (he depths of evils, through the vain suppositions that they were indeed 
casting ont demons and healing diseases, and do not understand that they 
are sitting in a dark house, and them heart is feeding on ashes, and they 
are making their souls a dwelling-place for demons, and filling parts of 
Themselves with the stain of sins, and the demons are mocking at them 


because they are indeed casting them ont without considering our Lord's 
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saving whieh he uttered beforehand to these men. which shall be spoken ta 
them, when they shall say * My Lord, my Lord, did we not in thy name 
prophesy, and in thy name cast oul feuds, and in thy name do many deeds 
of power?’, then shall the bridegroom answer and say to them, ‘Verily | say 
unto you T know vou not, depart ve from me workers of iniquitv, go lo the 
fire prepared for the devil and for his angels t. Now, my sons. whe will 
not tremble at the pronouncement of despair addressed to those who vielded 
to the deceitfülness of the fends’ enilefulness, who thought that they were 
casting them out, when he hears from the good Lord ^E know thee not’! 
As for mv wretched and sinful self, as 41 have probed the deecits of the 
demons, it is enough for me to drive them out of my stained. self only; for 
tome it seems that the saints who truly possessed power and authority from 
God over these used to shrink from and shun being made spoil of, let alone 
us who, while all the wickedness of the demons ts ambushed within as, 
and all their envy and their deceit and their desires, think of ourselves that 
we are driving fiends out of one another. Would that 1 were driving my 
own out!» 

By saving these things every day to many the blessed Maro did not per- 
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suade men not to come to him every day ; and, being distressed, and it not 
being open to him to act as he did in his brother's days by withdrawing when 
he saw these, aecordingly, in order to extinguish out of him the reputation of 
gravity, he would speak to many with simple and ridiculous words, and like a 
fool, saying. « Why then (gx) come you toa madman? Have vou, pray, seen 
anyone fouler’ than I am?  Sinee I am bound to this stone like a malefaetor, 
or as a vicious dog is bound by a chain that he may not eseape and do hurt 
to many, know you not that, if it were open to me to escape hence, I should 
like each one of you have both made a house for myself and had a wife and 
children? or understand you not that in my ease also it is on aecount of my 
sins and my spots and my crimes that God bound me to this stone, like a 
judge who puts a criminal in bonds? » But those who knew the blessed 
man’s character aud way of life used to say when they heard these things : 
« Yes, sir, we also are come as to a eriminal, and as to one who is bound; 
for a man goes and sees even murderers when they are bound in prison ». 


But those who were not thoroughly aequainted with him, who saw the 
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blessed man thus distressed by the multitude of people and crying that they 
hindered him from holding intercourse with God, wondered greatly. Once a 
certain layman came to him whose wife was barren and hore no children; 
and he knew his disposition, and had gained the privilege of free speech 
(axiineix, with him, and by chance he came in and found him removing liis 
nails, because his toe-nails were of vigorous growth, so that they were a 
finger or two fingers long. And, having prayed and sat down and begun 
to speak, he savs to him : « Sir, pray for your hondmaid that she may have 
children, since I have no heir and hope of my house.» But he looked at him 
and wondered, and’ he savs to him : « Then (492), so-and-so, how is it 
that you do not consider the words that you are speaking to the most wretehed 
of all men? How is it that vou sav these things to me? Have you not 
heard the blessed apostle saying, ‘ff a man hath not been able to rule his 
own house aright, how will he be able to rule God's church 22) How will 
one who bas not been able to pray for his soul, which has become by its 
disposition barren of the progeny of good deeds, and through his praver 
made it fruitful in spiritual progeny, be able to pray for women that tliev 
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may bear children? » The man says to him : « Sir, there is no diffieulty 
with God iu making the former fruitful as well as the latter. Aud if vou 
wish vou will have mercy upon me. By God who chose yon do not neglect 
me ». When lie heard that he adjured him by God, he was moved by two con- 
siderations, one that he did not wish to state of himself at all that he could 
do any such thing, and another that he heard God's name and his heart 
trembled; and he said to that man : « Why did vou adjure me by God 
about a matter that is not my concern and is too hard for me? Accordingly 
take what Twill give von without men being aware it of, and go hang it on 
your wife; and you shall have a son, and you shall call his name Maro, no 
man being aware of it», And he took one of his toe-nails and wrapt it 
up, ind gave it him; and, in order that he might not honour n as a martyr, 
he said to him: « Observe that it is not a martyr, nor is this bundle Ahnana!; 
Iul itis a herb that | give von. See that no one undo and see it; and nest 
year vou shall carry your son also and bring this herb with lim to me ». 


Then that man took it and went: and he hung it on his wife; aud at onee 


God gave to her and she received conception. and she bare a son, When 
this happened, it seemed to everyone no ordinary wonder that so-and-so the 
5 ` so nmiutsr s dus! mixed with off and water: see Zach. Rh. vut. Gand PeSmith. ~ v. 
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barren woman had received conception; so that to many it presented itself as 
a matter of doubt that so-and-so the barren woman had reeeived conception, 
until her conception came to delivery, Aud, many being amazed, they used 
to assemble before her and in great wonder eagerly inquire, « What is the 
cause from whieh this has been brought about in you after so long a time? » 
But she, fearing the saint's injunction, aud in order that the power of his 
prayer and the miracle wrought for God's glory might not be concealed, 
announced to everyone : « So-and-so the blessed man sent me something, 
and Lalo not know what it is, and God gave me a son ». Then all men in 
amazement glorified God. And many are the things that God wrought 
through these two holy brothers, things that even surpass written records 
and the capacity of the ears: but the acts of the holy Abraham even [ar 
surpass those of this man’. But this is enongh that 1 have undertaken to 
shorten his history and run. through it in simple feshion, observing two 
things, one that miracles are from their character dillieult to believe, and 
another that I have determined in my mind not to be a witness with my 
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from performing Hem VoD. and Do in translation fate the opposite willpont emen lins thed 


*quopew 


72 JOHN OF EPHESUS. [72] 
Sly del WI yards Kaia, cobs!’ oh Jo Giese Jaws yas 
me st hot leo: Sly bras] ue ful 19e Noc elo Masa 
De [om Las Sudo d Veep? «o ch? So Nops 
«2o os, flor wsdl eso a sb] Jaro Jago Jagdeo JAa1sesot J 
» Jord; Ja 33S, y EN 2 Ls] fe JANsseso 
o Kadai} <>] ld», JN; san -[driso hanid Od sphuyo 
soto SNS Jad. Co hawao [95:0 exe cash vo1astoa.2 wi dio 
oq à.» joa yoko, Jas w> t~ IAM coh wy leo Nal 2036.2 
hay joa vaol, Loa Moa aao agd dal oly hasl -hoa Laso 
jaxiso .,J/NSses]lo LSNA Jarsdo haas, frorrco .franio Lanas 
Iga haro g FX Jos Nu] Jhpoyo [ex Jlasads; gas as; 
qaaa Js cà Jeary Joa wio Kisco Jlaa5]o Je33o » fos JNaso 
a> Loany vrlo „haaa hanso JNN poh. oao ooo eM 


handwriting except ouly of things confirmed by the sight of my eves as well 
as the written record, and not to repeat in writing what | have only heard’, 
but the things that E have both heard and also seen to these I bear witness; 
as m the ease of this saint alse | bring to record the same deeds that I 
have seen and know, those that are small and a little inferior, because of 
the unbelief and doubt of many, abstaining from mentioning marvels that 
are greater than the ears ean bear. Even the actual things that we have 
repealed we have repeated for the glory of God, and that God's love towards 
those who Iove him and keep his commandments may be known to us ordinary 
diens and simple men, and how great freedom (zxizzstx? God vives to his 
bondmen before him. There was again a certain magistrate in the same 
village in which this saint lid his stand (with whom IL also was well aequain- 
led) who was an abominable and impious mon, an oppressor of the poor. 
and one who caused orphans and widows to groan, and a perpetrator of 
all wieked deeds of covetousness and of injustice and of rapine: and he had 
much property and a great house, and bondmen and bondwomen. And 
that man bore himself proudly in the world; and the orphans and. widows 


and other poor persons used always to flee from him and. take refuge 


potis pesto refers to miracles only bnt see op. an L 
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with the blessed man. Then the saint would send and feteh him and 
gently entreat him, admonishing him and saving : « My son, beware, and 
keep what God has given you. for vou are not in need. Wherefore do 
you oppress these broken-hearted poor, not. one of whom has daily bread 
in his house? Remember the scripture. that says, ‘The orphans and the 
widows and them that turn to me ve shall not overreach nor defraud '!: 
and again *] am the father of the orphans and the judge of the widows? 
and again, ‘By reason of the plundering of the poor and the groaning 
of the needy, therefore will | awise, saith the Lord, and E will make delive- 
rance openly ?. Buat for my part ! pity you, my sons since, however much 
God's justice turns away, il is impossible that il will not some time be 
roused against evil-doers » : and again, « Neither vet think that this power of 
the saints before whom these poor people come and groan is a void hinge: best 
it beroused against vou, and vou aid your house perish. > Bil thats retched 
man stirred himself up arrogantly at the instigation of lis father the devil, 
whose will he did according to what our Lord said to the Jews, « Phe will 
of your father ye do »*, so? this man derided and seerned the man of God. 
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saving, « Blessed man, sit on your stone, and mind yourown business. 1] will 
not neglect matters which LH huow to he proper lor me., Sitin your monastery 
and be quiet, and you have no coneern with me, and 1 none with vow. Every 
man's sins or righteousness as the case may he falls to his tot. Those who 
are going np to heaven will not entreat for me». When that captive man 
whom the evil oue had taken captive had said these things, he turned his 
ace to go out from the blessed man’s presence; but the blessed. man was 
distressed and wept, and, carried away by his feelings, called him witha loud 
voice and said to times « Woe for vou, my son! a pronouncement ol wrath 
has gone out against you from heaven for think not that ] the sinner have 
eursed vou; far be Ho from mer Bat repent and | with you will entreat 
God's justiee for vou, and. perhaps vou will be delivered »..— Dut he beeame 
more hardened, and said : « Let justice do what it Hikes»; andso he departed 
while the blessed man shed tears and said : « 1, my sou. am innocent ol your 
sin. You knew oo. But at midnight fire broke out from the Tour corners 
cei of his house, while the blessed man saw it deseending and coming 
down from heaven to earth like a ball ieg523:: aud so that Name immediately 


made itself master of his house and bis property, and seized all his furniture : 
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and the man with his domestie slaves hardly escaped naked because God 
wished to make his presumption known to hin, while all the precious 
belongings and valuable furniture and the rest of the property contained in the 
buildings (2) were all burnt. But the blessed man, when le saw il, weeping 
called his own presbyter who stood before him, and said to bin : « Go as 
son to that wretehed man and see what has happened to him »; telling him 
with great sorrow what had occurred. And the presbyter with bwo brothers 
went to the village by night. and they found all the buildings O) of the house 
levelled with the ground, and blazing so much that the stones themselves 
looked like coals of flame, and were all dissolved into chalk within the fire. 
And fever and dysentery at once attacked that inan, and in ten days he died ; 
and his wife survived, a great and distinguished woman: and the rest of the 
property that remained to him was ruined; and of the vineyards and the fields 
that were thick with their trees and their fruits; and were regarded with awe o 
in the neighbourhood, some sank to the ground in two years, aad the rest 
were plundered from the owners)"; and of the slaves some died. and some 
ran away; and the woman herself became blind: and so receiving the com: 
mand (is) the woman also died, and she became a subject of gossip and 
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of lamentation; while the blessed man, whenever the memory of them came 
into his mind, would say to us mournfully with many sighs : « See, my sons, 
how the hende destroy God's creation. low can we avoid shedding bitter 
tears for this poor man, when we think how far the evil one puffed him up 
until he destroyed him. and even blotted out his memory from the earth? » 
ig before him at the end of the 
service, because sometimes the service was performed in his presence, he 


Bat for many days, while we were kuecln 


would wilh many bears speak fo us these words of admonition from the divine 
Serptures : Sees my sons, how we stand, and what majesty we take upon 
our tongues. Tahke eare, lest we stand before that awful and mighty Being 
as corpses without sense, while onr hidden man has been secretly made 
captive by our decettfal adversary, lest we make à moekery of God when 
we sand. before him, lest we iusalt the honour of his glory, who does not 
hinselluced onr praise, but because of his gracious merev called forth by the 
pease of him deis ns to himself os At another time again, that is always 
when he was thinking with wonder of that magistrate and remembering him 


with tears, be would again turn the warning toward us by way of admonition, 
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saying, « See, my sons, again how severe and awful and rapid is the sentence 
of the fall of pride, and beware of it, observing how many high and powerful 
men it has overthrown. And why repeat many instances, when it cast down 
from heaven to earth and overthrew him who himself causes it among men ; 
even as he also to-day is again in the same fashion eager to overthrow 
everyone as he was overthrown, just as that wretched magistrate also was 
suddenly consumed and destroyed by his pride and haughtiness? Let us fear, 
and tremble, and entreat Christ our God to repel it from us by the prayers 
of his saints ». Concerning the rest of the admonition which treated of every 
form of life in his discourse, and concerning his warning and his exhortation 
addressed not to us only, but to laymen also as well, and even to women and 
children and fathers and all classes, what is there to write and say? To the 
brothers who were with him he would offer spiritual education and wires 
and exhortation to spiritual things, and to his own priests and. those of the 
villages and all who resorted to him he would give expositions of the solem- 
nity of their serviee and the magnitude ef the penalty, aud the greatness 
also of the glory, and would incite and warn them to stand earnestly and 


with fear in their stations amd serve in their classes: buen again and women 


^ dS 


a. 


ua 


78 JOHN OF EPHESUS. [78] 


SN coos 2] p Joa Maus JN SSro „Joa HÄ JXgisy [oso 
Jad; alanas lasanan, fora yas „joa waas Jlasfoy Js Lis 
Laño] Wo» 5&2) reais encod; yl La t SK» 95) wil Sas 
wà Li. hiw, Jlec€M Ss d oC ap «Lor kaspo og 
| None JXRaas q rol fri] Sx hania JhosoeM € 1088 v! 
[22s <% Nwo -joa paai LA, d Na] L; Jas 
Joon Lise D La fha Jaw Lad alo 0029] Sx Sh p ee 
yino VE ES yes NSo ye pa dl updo Lise. yo ye 
Joas ` h . yla- ado on vada cao vc eo .lagxe 
Joi] ate] Ss Ibs, y Loot ia «NO r Lisaa fsrario pod 
JLo J> a o> poo «Josse | Jo asas; Lec gx, Mido 
be ro? Dado «peat! Da p> ED x69 qia RWA qe 


he would restrain from oaths and blasphemies and adultery and the other 
evil things, and exhort to good things. declaring to them also the awful 
sentence of justice, besides the other things whieh in the gentleness of his 
mereilulness toward all men he! disseminates. Bat after a space of about 
twenty years during which this saint stood apou the column a revelation was 
shown to him concerning the terrible hosts of barbarians, i. e. Tins?) who 
should come forth to chastise men upon earth. 

Then with mournful weeping he continued with a loud voice vehemently 
giving vent to his sorrow in the middle of the night and wailing out of a 
mournful heart, beating on his Piee and speaking to God thus : « What, 
Lord, will happen to thy churches and thy monasteries? What, my Lord, 
wilt thou do to thine altars and thy service and thy sacred vessels, Lond? 
Woe ta us whose sins have brought these things to pass, and not thy gentle- 
ness. What will happen to thy priests and the people of the believers, 
whose corpses are cast out as dung upon the lace. of the earth wilh none 
to bury them? li merev chastise me and not in anger, Lord? ». And, when 
all of ns heard the voice from above in the monastery within, having all 


been awoken we were ugitated: and, because tt was a short time before ser- 


"s 2.515 ^. eq F0 n. 2 The better known mvasion of 531 2 Zach. Rie. IN, 6; 
Proc, Bel var 2s Che Edessa A, SSU was afler Mis. death, — 3. Ter. Ne 2i 


eS wn, ee 


79] LIVES OF ABRAHAM AND MARO 75i 


Ja o sO aa J oN en ns Say qin „Joa JKarsaaly Suto 


ET KDL ope $E eS £5 oC polo Ss oa c 
n plasso JNaas fasma upao jio Janso o paolo aigi og aa 
E T E ERES Lape cy N Mijas I 
Lace huh) hl MJ EME Le sasao Jla wano 
„uoät ead agM Ko s p20 59 Diao ULE ope osea 
oo haso ope M foe ialo ADS Joa Jaco - Joa Jlrs oa ol po hanao 
Pe eo lano was, Soo ey ayy p> oM pol «reet M pol 
xil: Sse sao Jl" Ne elo fusasdsas [ope Bde «bse 


* 


eM sh b] «23e Nil ras NI Lasso vele Jos bol e 
«o haa “pd pd Fad od paelo dy] Lose ro Nes haao 
Sy . Ji we alo wassas ady sok] v J JV] Laaa ad napa 
PLAS odo Jas p30 JNasaaks araco qo) «22-24 Jia «ao fact y 


1. Ms. Pose. — 2, In erasure, 


vice, we did not ourselves dare to go into his enclosure; but the presbyter 
who was next alter him went in, and cried out and said to him, « Sir, give 
your blessing », three times. And then he ceased his sobbing, and the pres- 
byter said to him, « Why, sir, is. your holiness distressed with weeping, 
and so above all when speaking?» But the saint said to him : « My son, go, 
and wake the brethren, and stand ap to prayer; and grieve for my ! latter end, 
for what times I have beeu preserved, and what in my days my eyes see and 
my ears hear», And, when his sobs eame up more than ever, the presbyter, 
having been himself also seized with trembling, continued crying te hin aud 
saving : « What is the matter with vou, sir? Tell me what d is». Then 
he said to him : « My son, go and pray; because a sword has gone forth 
from the presence of the Lord, and slanghter has prevailed among the belte- 
vers, and also over the churches and monasteries, because menu have provoked 
God». And the presbyter said, «If you please ^, E entreat you to inform me 
what you have seen». Then the blessed man was angry and said to hnn : 
« Remove yourself now, my son, from my presence, Have vou not come 
to pry? Please go and recite the service; or, if not, begone now from here ». 


And they went out and stood up in service and in prayer all the night until 
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Tg 


ug. 


SO OHN OF EPHESUS. [80] 
942250 2.0.94 fasodty Jania «cogens J' 36a. xe? iNe er Jp Le, 
pooksose JJ ol gaano, vakas] Lrscootts Laila acp AL Wy oues. sili 
wos alo wey US Jada J Jl ho soan anise] Laoón Ns e Na] 
Moo o a] pa aAa wproods Na Jaaa -haag yar; 
NE Je: ol po ye poo Js nyA qH N? pas 
y J solo Sors wl ege; Loio x) OA ARR) 020 y ol 
ASSJ Jo uho ulamo uano +f] NS fads sits bl sors Nico 
LOOLLIO (RS cause Qoia. + Of Cad pO SAM» apo naaman Liseo 
Jano aoa, [opio ans, wags fl p> hasad, eds LS Ss 


Ness LA? Jl 20! D otolo ' val Jpwo alaa Lads assy < ve 


J base alo Ja «le "as! y» <=> nS’ Joos «el ERU ENTM 
fos? watts - J «ell dass Jl JN dus: wits eM Apo vx wa? ood 


jo Sis; adas Lst Mas [tata poo ae eiat as Do er dng See tate un translation. 


the morning. Dut after twenty days the hosts of the Huns came forth, and 
they covered the land of the East, and none so nunierims as they had appeared 
in the land of the Romans, nor had it ever becu heard that any luns except 
these presumed to crass the Euphrates; | indeed even among the blessed man's 
companions also arose haste to tlee to the fortress, while they sail to him, 
« Sir, if vou please we will carry vou down, lest we leave vou alone aud 
you suffer distress, or they burn the monastery or anything happen lo you 
yourself «2 But he in confidence in bis Lord said to them, and again not 
by way of boasting : « l, my sons, am ready for suffering, and my life and 
death are in God's hands. Go, aud the Lord be with you, aud pray for me ». 
When they saw it, three of them, trusting in the blessed man’s prayers. 
bravely remained. while he was unaware that they had remained, and the 


rest dled to the fortress. But those who remained went in to him, and he 


Saw them and was astonished. saving : 6 Have vou nel cone away, my 
Sons Po», amd they say to him soc Either life or death is better for ns with 
veu, onr Either. Bathe said to thems Pray. my sens. that we may nol 
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die ii sin; but, if not, men eannot. kill ns, beenuse they who are with ns 
are more than they who are with then ';.— But these things /T did ? nol sav 
lo you before, in order that we ourselves also may Tullil every man's fot: for 
Pit were open to me Falso would have led, in order that we may nol seem 
to be inany thing better than the rest of meno. Bat the heart oftliose whe 
had remained with him was agitated, though they were eucoursged by him, 
and they continued peering ont on all sides, and they lifted up their eves 
and see, and lo! a host of horsemen appeared before thi monastery: and 
they themselves trembled and were disturbed: and they ran do the blessed 
man and say : e Sir, pray, heeause the evil bas come. Sir. what shall we 
Ho?) Lo! they surronnd us», But the blessed man continued beating on his 
lace, saving, « What. my sons. ean Esav? What?) Vin F imysell betler than 
all those who are now being eul in pieecs and east ont; and are being eaten 
hy beasts and by birds?» But the host of the barbarians, when they had 
reached a distance of half a mile from. the monastery overtook men who 
were fleeing toward the blessed man's monastery; anc with cries uttered 
in their language they pursued them, and they advanced as far as the monas 


tery lenee; and those who were Beeing before thei escaped inside. And 
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these, Tike men who are driven along or whose eyes are blinded or whom a 
deceiver carries along se that thev do nol see, passed round the monastery 
half on ene side and halfou the other, aud. just as af those whom they were 
pursuing were running before them, they passed by the wate of the monastery 
on this side amd on that; thinking thal they were just overtaking ind eutehing 
the Pusitives;— And this their shouting indieated: sinee; while there was no 
one in front of them, they themselves continued erying ad running, and so 
thoy passed round the blessed man's monastery, and not one of them entered 
within W: and so tt ts believed by everyone that ih was nol even seen Dy 
them at afk because they passed by the side of its walls ind gates, aud did 
not even HE up their eyes and look upon the site of one of its sides, although 
His seen even al a greal distance, and the blessed man's station moreover 
is seen above, bere Black. Nud so by the help of his prayers neither was 
ie monastery harmed, nor anyone who was iu it or round it, though in 
Hl the sallaees round d complete destruction was carried out, and even in 
th Vase self they were for a whole day. and. while the whole monaslery 
and the blessed min were seen by the village dike a sun, their eves were 


blonde Liho del not see bhim, Many sueh things God used to perform 
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through the blessed man’s prayers; though, il £ had undertaken to tell all 
the things that were performed in sick men through the outward word ouly 
without his applying his touch to these. either in the case of demons who 
came out, or in that of the other acts of healing, one by one. 1 should have 
wandered into a greatly protracted series ol stories; but these few out of 
many are enough to stir up praise to God in those who are convinced by them. 
As do the time of his standing he completed ou the column in this trial of 
endurance (zyóv) twenty-nine years and fifteen days. and in the trec-xegemenut 
in his brothers days he passed eleven years, so that for the time of the trial 


ur 


of endurance yévi in whieh he laboured there are made up forty. years | 
But as to the rest of his labours and the paiufulness of his standing and the 
austerity of his habits I reckon it superlluons to write. But his. successor 
is his own presbyter, his kinsiuan, a man who from the very earliest. time, 
when he himself was nol standing ou the column, himself abso walked rightly 
and soundly in his very footsteps. — For, even while the salnt was alive, 


all men used to congratulate him, because suelh a man was standing belore 


1. If the Hun invasion was iu Sts. Hiis would bring M's death fo 52:56 bul, as J. seems fo dive 
Jeff the monastery not later than 222 24 (see Enlrod. , we ins peel place Mos death ain 322 aud tahe 2 
(p. 78) as a round number. This throws back Abraham 9 death bootie. (os. and the beginning of h 
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bim z und after hrn be bore all his burden and that also of the whole convent 
with stainless purity withont marninr and without complain: white the fame 
of bis kindness and of his own habits also was everywhere spoken, through 
the charity to the poor which le possessed, and the love towards his bre- 
thren, and the reception oF strangers, who used to carry las fame every- 
Where. But, after the blessed nans decease, le made himself a hut and a 
Station dm the enelosure itself, and therein carried ont his labour aud his 
(hstinence: but he did not as vet monuit the column, Put ] removed myself 
thenee becanse of the neighbourhood of bodily hin viv. aud joined 
my sell to the communities of the Minidenes. while they themselves were in 


ie exile suy deereed by the hereties, 


Phe history of the vetus, Nbeaham and Muro the brothers, is finished, 


es ENSE C SPEI itd set His hour, ol VHO HOLY AND DIVINE MEN SIMEON TUE 


ERESI AND O NERGITS MSO PHE RECEUSE WHS ZESEOUS. DISCIPLE. 


lu une viage moreover froii which the saints ofthe column derived 
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their origin (yivozi' a great and holy old man who was called Simeon had 
also been living as a recluse ever siuce the time when the saints Abrahani 
and Maro the brothers began their diseipleship ^, a man whose own story 
also was not unworthy ol gwat admiration; who also in his own person 
carried out the words of the apostle which sav, « They crucilied their Hesh 


with all its affections and its lusts » ' 


This man because of the ereat hospi- 
tality that existed in him (and he was eager to carry oul the ministration lo 
the saints personally with his own hands like the holy Abraham the patriarch! 
used not to shut himself up iu a lint Hhe all the others, because indeed as 
Ihave said he would not endure to do so, since he used to perform. the 
ministration to the brothers who resorted to him. For the love ol the greal 
Abraham had been implanted in bim toward all men, amd on this account 
he made himself some small huts, and a little enclosed conri aud garden 
without a gate; and thus he was shut up within then with one disciple or 
two: and at one place he made for himself a way of ise nines and descending 
the wall, on account of the strange brothers who reso teal to him; and thus 


therefore he fulfilled in himself two purposes, bolh that of seclusion iud 
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tine when M. ascended the columan (qe a, we gel A54 as Hie dit 
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that ofthe entertainment of strangers. Whenever any stranger wearing the 
habit sexe) came to him. he would himself open the gate at the top of the 
wall for him, and he wonld come up outside and come down to limi: and he 
vould take hold af him and embrace him and kiss his hands: and he would 
fall upon his face and forcibly take bold of him, and would kiss his feet and 
his heels, leaping and crying and saving, « J thank my Lord Jesns that he 
has come to-day and visited the sioner, and has thought me worthy to see 
him in bis holy bondmen oo. And, as soon as they had made the prayer 
amd were sitting down, he would run to a vessel containing wine, and wonld 
Alla eertain gourd-cup that had been mide by him and a roll zoso", 
and before anything else would fall ou his face before the man’s feet whoever 
he might be, that be migbt take that cup; and the hospitable man would 
invite him to eat that roll izoz722x: also, saying to bim, « You are weary; but 
for Gods sake be Ried and take this first». und, while that mau was 
receiving Th he bimselfy ould rand prepare a footpan Xzzzvziand bring water, 
aud would prepare a towel and put it round bis loins, in the manner whieh 


out Lord afso taught; and thus he would wash them whether they were one 
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or many, not allowing them to speak nor to refuse. And, alter he had 
washed them, he would hastily raise this water to his own face and his 
arms, just as if he were desirous of washing: and, tiat no one might nder- 
stand what he was doing, he would withdraw to one side wlüle these men 
were occupied in conversation; and he would drink of it three tines, and thea 
leave them; and he would go and pour ont wine and oiband anoint thea. And 
immediately he would run to that garden, which measured about ten eubits 
one way, and about twenty the other rand the heavenly blessing rested upon 
the place to such an extent that what was sown in if was enough for forty 
men), and he would bring something from it and eook a dish, and then he 
would entertain whoever might be there, and he would make merry ond 
joyfully eat and drink, so that anyone who was not wequainted with the 


saint's love and his manner of life would think that ae enjoyed himsel in 


this wav every day. But fe would say in eheerful esultition, «© Blessed 
am E that Pan to-day eating and drinking with my Lord Jesus For, shen- 


ever there was a stranger with him, he would thus joyfully eat and rin! 


without reserve: and, as soou as there was no es eum cde would go a 


role 
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muchas six and seven and even ten days, and taste nothing, saving, « For 
my part without King Christ 1 eannot eat bread, unless he has thought me 
worthy to sil at table with him in lis hondmen ». Many were deterred by 
hin trom going in to him onaeeount of his reverend character and on account 
ol Eis great humility in their presence: others again who were a little lazy like 
iie eon not pass more thau two nights or three at most with him, on account 
of his great watching and protracted recitation of service: Tor there was no 
possibility of his sleeping more than two hours of the aight; but he would 
stand up in the night and H up the heil of David. and, until the day broke, 
Where be began there te would end'; iud, if it happened that he had some 
Hine over, he would leave the brothers resting, and would himsel! go and 


recite he gospel tòzyyihey in Che hut; weeping, until daybreak. and then he 


would go and rouse them to perform mations. And so this wonderful man 
ended his days in this severe labour and abundant love and great carnestiess, 
bowing fortitude all the days ol his life; so that ien were not able to support 
and eudure the burden of lis great labours more than a short time, eseept 


abest the wh 


de pealter. 
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Sergius lis disciple an earnest man like himself, who also imitated him in 
everything, for for the space of twenty years he laboured with him in the 
excellent life, and accordingly the saying of the Spirit thal! was uttered in the 
prophet as from the mouth of the Lord, € This is my rest with which | will 
rest Ihe weary »? was fulfilled in the splendid obl man and his diligent son, 
insomuch that they made a gaest-house outside, and (here used to entertain 
all who came with everything out of the window, whether they were women 
or laymen, each as was proper for him. Again also, sinee the tash of 
performing anything in the way of manual work was not open fo them, and 
that they might not continue to eal the bread of idleness, and be despised 
by themselves and by their couserence, the blessed men formed a plan and 
chose for themselves to teach boys, and this they did ont of the window, 
since a seat was placed inside the window, and hours were appointed [oc 
the boys to cone, that is in the morning and qm tlie event iz: and, when they 
had taught one class isyoni) 10 read the psalms and the Seriplures, and ' 
they had withdrawn aller being strengthened, another came nof ule infants. 


thirty or forty of them, and they would learn and yo to their homes, because 
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it was a populons village, and many people used to come out from it. And 
so the old man continued doing until the time of his end; and accordingly 
the boy-pupils supplied their needs, Altera space of twenty years Sergius 
his disciple asked. the saint that he also might shut himself up ata certain 
place. close hy the villae Aud, seeing that he was eager for every good 
deed, he said to him: « EF, my son, should not. be at all satisfied al vour 
leaving me. However, | will not as it were stand in your way so as lo 
prevent you from making progress in running on the road of righteousness 
as far as vou are able; but go and may our Lord. prosper you. ». Then, 
having received this permission, he went out and went and shut himself up. 
not after his masters method, but straitly in a lonely hul the size of Ins 
stature, ves and eyen smaller than his stature: and there henceforth he 
performed the rest of bis labours, But, before doing this. because there 
reonany dews di that village. and they went about with greal freedom 
Che carried on a continuous contest against them, and every day he 

| tend against them as with shavers of God, being fervent in the 


| of his Lord. aed gnashing his teeth. and saving :« These crucifiers of the 
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son of God should not be allowed to live at all. »; and he used to upbraid 
Christians who had dealings with them in the way of taking and giving. nd 
one day he led about twenty of their diseiples by night, and took fire, and went 
and burnt their great synagogue-house, with their hooks amd their trumpets 
and all their furniture, saving, « As Jor those who erncified my Lord Jesus, 
| will never make peace with them ». But these men, when they saw that 
all their hope had been cut off through the burning of their books and of all 
their furniture, lamented bitterly; and, because they were settled in the terri- 
tory ‘ of the ehurch of Amida, and used to pay many contributions (ev72etzz 
to the members of the chureh, out of desire for the abundance of their wold 
all the members of the church became their supporters, threatening the 
blessed Sergius and saving :« This man wishes to destroy the property of 
the chureh »..— But the zealous man, when these inen had gone into the 
church of the city to prefer an acensation, while the fire was still in their 
synagogue, collected all his master’s disciples with him and all the others 
from the village, and they took water, amd went and put ont thet fire: and 
they cleared all the soil: and they collected stones. and within three 
days built a small martyrs chapel in that place. in the name of the Blessed 


I. Mastol js a literal rendering of zxeocxix ail means ecelesiastinal purrsdietion, nof. property 
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God-sbearer; itid; at the end af one week the whole of the martyrs eliapel 
was completed, while the Jews assembled and looked on and lamented, not 
knowing what to do; and that synagogue remained a martyrs chapel for 
ever, Then the Jews who had gone in to prefer accusation against them 
look conrage and came to fight with the blessed men; since the old man 
also did not hold. aloof from the tight with them *, though he did not take it 
to heart, that is, he was not moved with indignation, When they saw that 
al ope for their place of worship was lost, aud it had now received. the 
form of à ebhurch, and the name too of the Blessed one; and they were no 
longer able to approach 1, inasmuchi as they had been reinforced by those 
in whose territory they were settled, they also took fire by night and went 
and set fire to the old man’s buts, before his diseiple separated. [rom him, 
amd barot them: though perhaps even this also was brought abont provi- 
ential) by the grace of God, in order that the blessed man might have a 
little Preathing-space tu his hats, beeanse he was much straiteued in them. 


Then Sergius, beeanse he was an agile and energetic man, rebuilt them 


firmly noa few dayss Mid, when these men began to buld a synagogue, 
l Sheet Heat heddet dure cell but onb thal he enecuraged his dtserples to go. 
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he waited for them till they were ou the point of finishing, and he oecupied 


eed in this 


^ 


one night in pulling it to pieces slone by stone. and thus he enga 
contest against the erueiliers before shutting hiniself np; so that anring the 
days of his lle the Jews could. not raise their head there. But, wlien thes 
saw that he had shat himsell up, they thonght that they were rid of him: 
and for this reason they went on building coulfidently: aud, when they had 
completed and finished ', he sent his disciples by night, and they burnt it: 
and so they desisted from building all the days of his fife. Bat the old mau 
went on adding to the course of his habitual practices amd to his love 
toward God and toward strangers every day; until he grew old and became 
very infirm, alter completing forty vears in these hats and in seclusion and 
labours: and at last he beeame emaciated and was nol able to stiuid unless 
they supported him; and so he was laid upou his rog aud recited the service 
night and day; and, as soon as he saw a stranger, he would twine his hands 
together above his head, and weep with sighs, sobbing and weeping like a 
baby. And, beeanse E knew the power of the old manis prayers and of his 
blessings, l always used. fo repair. to hit from all quarters to reeeive his 


blessings, so that onee E did not shrink from making the effort and coming 


L foes the synagosue, the obiect has perh, filled out 


0^ JOHN. OF EPHESUS. 94 


«oor waas yopo, hial -Misado adana Mood Nas] < Sew 
o NS ole sey hs, Jr hanao Joo .ooiaa Jo Na't Je 
Lanan Noa bl <2! „aakay «2e Naso whliols bep MS 
Je Je. fofas fred) o Joa Ku] nae JN) co otN as] oao, 
OMENS som v6 Joa «AX, haoa Jas! [sek Jay wula Qoo yo 
Roy wea poo Laan haana, gs] [68.9 a5 ooo Joo aaas 
io sse, NS Jo Jaso M waar E Joa Jya JNx.a asha odas 
o5 Gao haas Daso rss «dile e» Daso -jaw or ashulo 
oes Nu hoa < Jaso(’s -palo o roto x oaio p 


tob yao ecard Jp eo oles Lais? ol] -alan Las Jas; JNa ` < 
Nes) oD Nooà hal Llo Joa baiso oaa So yL. woop] Joa 
aM iso eu SO xr sanis Nea No a> Tc “asl Nu? [ias L 


1. Ms «2r Dl with marks ef transposition, 


down even from Constantinople *. iu order to gain his blessing before his 
departure from the body ; and the inereiful Gad, who saw the desire of my 
feebleness, preserved him in the body till he had made me heir to a small 
portion of his goods, thongh 1 for my pat turned out à -quaunderer of his 
property. d found. that for one year he had been kud up wilh disease uf 
the fiver and of the spleen and ol all the internal organs. insomuch that the 
breath which came up from inside him used to canse his tongue to dry np, 
and cracks appeared on il, as on a barefooted man’s heel. When he heard 
that Thad come in to him and saw me, he went on for an hour embracing 
me and weeping, and unable to speak: and he beckoned aud they brought 
him water. and he took some on his finger and wetted his longue: and he 
took otf ind smeared d£ on gt while we both wept: and then he spoke and 
said, v Now that (have seen iny son. Pet mne die s; After Thad spent a few 
days with hin. some strangers eame to him and, when he saw them, he 
placed bath his hands on his head, and went on weeping. And l said to 
hin: e Wherefore do von weep. our father? », iud he looked at me: and his 
fears went on flowin more than before: and im the midst of his sighs he said 
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to me these words : « How, mv son, ean T do aught but weep formy wretched 
sell, sinee Christ omes to quie on his own feel. and | cannot. rise and 
Wash them and drink». But 1. in order thid he migbt be comforted. Wis 
saving to him : « Be not distressed at this, our father, When Christ wished, 
you washed him as much as he wished. And now bis will be done. And 
your own will also he knows, and will not do von wrong, weep nolo». But 
he said fo ime : « Ite, my son, lias not done wrong and does not do Wrong; 
but | am a doer of wrong and one who lave done him Wrong, and wlio am 
doing him Wrong, ff E bad served him as I ought to have done, he would 
have allowed me to serve him all my file: bit. because | provoked him aud 
neglected the servier of his hondtien doithis- reason Ie east me down, 
And so, though he was already a dead man in the body, men Supportline 
him 2nd setting him np. he insisted on their coming up before him and on 
stretching out his hand. Weeping, and dipping il in the water in whieh the 
strangers had been washed, and taking it and smearing it on his bod. 

A short time before a persecution had been set on foot ov those who served 


the synod of Chaleedon', and meu who possessed the name only of ehurelinen 


1 


l. As Maro was still living (que 98 This must be the persecution of 521. unl tbe + short Mite guns 
he ut least 10 Murs, 
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expelled many by the nse of harbarian troops. and many they arrested and 
imprison ala and many thev drave epa brad Stripes iullieted with rods, nnd 
MANY again they erecdily and meretlessly plundered: and others thev reduced 
fo submission bs foree, and, when men had eaten aud drmmk wine and meat. 
they world open their mouths with ash! hides (9655; and rods, and sinif 
their oblation into their mouths. When these things were being done in the 
vers village in which these blessed men Vived inasmuch as it owas in fact 
rahabe bie rea} ehnrehmenn ad first they went straight to the blessed 
Sergius the obl mans disciples For of the saint himsel they were afraid: for 
yudert some time þefore also they had used bhandistients with him under the 
cloak of persuasion anl afection. and they saw the vigour of his dis position. 
when they on their part thought Ihat they were deceiving him as a simple 
Hine ter de owls side went on openly amuhematizing them. Therefore they 
dnm from him: and for this reason thes beul the whole mass of their plans 
ip dhe direction of his disciple. Viale e bienes ANTE and began te speak 
sell. to himn with coaxing wais aiie ilies praised the head ol their 


XX E that is their bishop. and wished to deeeive itid save & There 
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is nothing wrong, but agree and accept », while they on their side said these 
things to him softly and gently. as is said in the psalmist, « Their words are 
softer than oil, and they are arrow-points »', inasmuch as he was vigorous 
in his speech and in his zeal, he cried from his own window to them. « Stand 
up and go away from here, evil wicked men, You are cursed with the 
deeeitinl doctrine that you proclaim, since you advise me to accept a 
quaternity instead of the Holy Trinity, in whieh 1 was sealed for my life's 
salvation ». But these meu, when they heard the anathema upon them 
spoken boldly? without fear, on their part also began their own methods, 
saving to him, « Come, come out; since there is no possibility of your staying 
here ». But the blessed Sergius said. to them : « E will nol come out 
of myself. But, if vou turn me oul, as our Lord Jesus. lives, ‘whose Tam 
and whom FE serve", in the middle of the chureh, while the whole city is 
assembled, before them and jn the middle of them E will go up to the chancel 
CER, and will curse vou to your faces, vou and Che head of your congre- 
gation ». And his speech was thas heen and entling, The a sword. But 


these men were yet more agitated by his words, and. they pulled down his 
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window, and dragged him onte But the blessed man did not neglect to carry 
out his oaths upon them: but the same nigbi he set out and went to the holy 
Maro the sty lite; because this happened iu bis days, while he was still alive, 
eyen as he also contended for bweuty vears tn this struggle (yov) against the 
herelies': bat the bishops? were mach ashamed before him and feared to 
send, or anyone to presume’ to enter his monastery: unless perhaps oue ol 
the clergy (aras) ese in to hin as il were by chance, who had voluntarily 
munbered himscll in the ranks of the heretes, and being ashamed acknow- 
ledged the falsity of their! faith. And thus two bishops passed away and 
died one after the other, and none molested the holy Marot. But the third, 
in order to gratify those who appointed him, was lifted up in his pride and 
prestimed to go 0o the blessed man, advising and ilinouishing aud cajoling 
him, im order to bring hin into subjection to the evil tmpiety of the aeceursed 
anod of Chaleedon. Amd, because this was a great and celebrated inan, 
Hiis man erally sought meis to caleli him i only in speech, in order by him 


fe dee ive nans Vcl say e Lot Maro of fiis eolimim agrees with us »; and, 
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|. Ms. po. 


if this had really happened, numberless persons would indeed have been 
deceived and brought to this'. But the blessed man, as one thal was a 
valiant man and wise in God, did not vield to his blandishments, nor vel 
fear his threats; but as a valiant man he imn "everything showed him to be a 
denier of God and a deceiver, with all of his opinion, aud Chat instead of the 
Holy Trinity, which was delineated in the prophets and proclaimed in the 
holy church in the apostles, those men were secretly introducing a quaternity, 
diluting their blasphemies like a drug with boney to give them to the 
people of the believers to drink. And so he was dismissed from his presence, 
humbled in lis pride and with his plaus frustrated, since Che had not effected 
his intention, and even recoiling? from his presumption, as he also soon 
received a castigalion on this account and a humiliation of his pride, which 
we decline even to deseribe because of its fearful nature and the greatness 
‘of the subject. When therefore the blessed Sergius came to the very same 
holy Maro, and he was startled at his coming and shed bitter tears. on 
aecount of the distresses of the believers and the cruelty of the renegades, 
and the ejection of the saints from their places of close seelusion chosen for 


God's sake, he said to him, « What is it, my sen? what has happened that 


V Be, the synod. 2-2. Or Ste (Maro) bad nol done his will ind even recoiled '. 
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you have come out of your seclusion? Why have you come hither? And 
What has befalleu our holy Father yonr master? Has even he also come ont? » 
Then the zealous Sergius, himself also weeping, related to him everything 
thal had been done, and that they had been afraid of his master, and had not 
goue to him: and that he himself moreover had bound himself by oaths to wo 
and go dn. and. curse them before the whole city inside the church if they 
turned him out. When we all too being assembled heard these things also, 
we too desired to teari about the ejectiou of Sergias the recluse: but our 
father coutinued beating on his breast aud weeping with sobs, saving, « Alas 
for ny hdtler end and for my evil days. to what times | have been preserved. 
His in thy power, Lord, to lake my soul from me, rather than that 1 should 
see the bulTetings and the distress of thy believers, and the persecution of thy 
ehureh whieh thon purchasedst with thy preetous blood '. Have merev. Lord, 
and remember thy church. whieh thou pureliasedet wath thy passion and 
sovedst with Why eross Behotd from heaven’, my Lord, tand sees aud 
gae vines aud the vine which thy right hand planted’? 5». While our 
Fdher wies saving Chese hings with feeling and with bitter sobs, at the 


i pitiful sobs we all wept with tim. But, when he had been 
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silent for a little time and longer (uzXovi, he gave orders that the blessed 


Sergius should retire to rest, Inasmuch as he was weary from the effort. of 


the walk. After à day and two days had passed, le was desirous of carrying 
out his oaths and hurling anatliemas at them, the men who were persecuting 
God's holy church. And, when the blessed man tried to restrain hin and 
said, « My son, vou are throwing wourself into a struggle (aye). and vou 
are about to fall into the hand of erucl and inereiless men, and you have a 
trial to endure. Beware », the blessed Sergius suld to bim : « Our father, 
pray for me for our Lord's sake; because L for my part am prepared for 
sulfering, and Eo will contend until death with the renegades who malign 
God, and fire will not frighten me, nor sword, nor scourgings, nor rakes '. 
But only pray forme». But the blessed man, when he saw his lirmness and 
readiness, blessed him and sent him away, saying, « Our Lord strengtheu 
you, my son. Go in peace ». But the blessed Sergius set ont and reached 
the city on the holy first day of the week at daybreak. Then he went straight 
to the church; and, while the whole city were sitting” after the morning 


lauds, among them he also who enjoyed the name of the bishoprie?, and 


1. Tnstroments o£ tortue., — 9, This seems do show thal ad that tite Eastern congregalions sat 


(uu doubt on the floor. during the sermon, — 3. Abraham of Anada. 


= 


iW JOHN OF EPHESUS. . [102] 


lao]: Ae Sly Dad :Jiasefl cesso Joa Lie laa ooo], 
«433430 oco uai Jiase]so E3330. Jasaaly [amasa coo oal 


JNa Jha Jha bide Dry or vmo o 2loN a> Jl p TONS 
S99, e. franco] opa p raol ao] so p20 Nopal? ere IN | 


Handy «Me : Laco ~ Peg IN axo S, kaa] hay 700 
Sms Jl Jha éd» psa Ijas J, NJ pil Sk to o9 N59 Sa 


xa Jal r3 o Jha plo Joa yolo jas? 2 „Lo Las Besse ol. 


Spd scat fused Jlas, Soha] fare sopas OOF espn oss] So Soa 
wiho eas NE mo waco doi /o ONE So ou ios wx hoha, 


laamas) ol Jess ol eer RAUS aD nasa P MMC up | 


Jiarols fa] JMS; Laie Nw Bere) t? Ko? od + ADU) ol eol: AM 


Læ WeaqMe -Ju ero JN io Jo hasis hrao cas Ws eas 


listening to the preacher because those who were orthodox UL TECH also 
used to be present in the congrezation daring the hearing of the service and 
the lessons and the preachers only without communicating . then suddenly 
there was seen at the deor of the chureh a strange and outlandish sight; and 
evervone was startled when they saw a form i277». that was not their own, 
en anchorite comme in, clad ina patchwork of rags made of sackelotli, and 
carrying his cross on his shoulder, aud be came straight in without asking 
a question straight to the middle ofthe chureh, without speaking or turning 
this was and that. and, while the preacher was standing and speaking, 
he paused. while everyone was struck with astonishment, and they looked 
te see wlid the matter was. But the blessed man. as soon he reached the 
chancel sraza planted his cross on the step and uale to mount, And, when 
be had begun to mount one and two steps in silence. and evervone supposed 
that he was volne to TUN something either to the cy or to the bishop or to 
make a request of then he on ceaching the third step, where the preacher 
was shading. Hune out his haud and seized him by the neck and grasped 
m Heddy, sad satd to him : e Evil wieked man, our Lord commands ‘Give 
loeb ds sered to thre dows, lor pearls! leone the <wine 7, where- 


speaktog The words of God before men who deny him?» And 
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he swung his hand round and gave him a buffet, and distorted his mouth; 
and he seized him and shook him down. And he himself sprang up and 
slood in his place at the top of the eliaucel-steps (pipz), and said :« Cursed 
are the renegades; cursed are the persecutors; eursed is the synod of 
Chaleedon, and whosoever assents to it. Cursed is every. soul that receives 
the oblation from you mid assents to your opinion unless he repents ». 
When the blessed man had eried these words in a loud voice, great turmoil 
and contusion prevailed nmong the clergy (zs%e23) and the people and the 
bishop, sume threatening, some expressing indignation, some crying, « This 
man is a teacher of error, let him be arrested », and some crying, « Let no 
man lay hands npon him and die ». And so the whole city became one 
intense volume of sound, the adversaries expressing indignation, aud the 
believers joy. Since they feared on aecount of the people to lay their hands 
upon the blessed man, the man who was practised in pernicious wiles rose and 
quieted the people by saving, « Be so good! as to let the blessed man come 
into the vestry?, aud we will speak, and see whal his business is »; and thus 
he sueeeeded by a trick in withdrawing him from the people, and then 


accomplishing his will upon him. When the crowd (47222) had dispersed, 
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then like ravening beasts who find a sheep in a feld and all attack it, each 
of them tearing his own portion siz rom at, so they all savagely attacked 
the blessed Sergius from all sides, so that even his body could not supply 
each of them with a place where he could exercise his cruel disposition aud 
canse pati by striking him. Mast, when they tad vented all the venom 
of their malice npon him. they went on to shave off the hair that marked his 
ascetic profession! ismee he as well as the blessed Simeon his master wore 
the honoured babil 54522531 of the auchoritie tife), and put irons upon him, and 
assigned men to him, and sent hin to a eertain bouse of. anchorites in 
Armenia that ds called “fey zo and d would be better for a Christian to be 
confined in the lowest dungeon in a prison than iu that monastery: for anyone 
wbo was sent (hither was theneeforth reduced to utter despair, on aceount 
of the boundless severity of sallertnes shieh? they nsed tfo iulliet on the man 
Whe was sent to them: since they were very zealous for the tenets of the 
lo cess and (hey used to reckon if as an art of justies to torture believers; 


almah they wonld stand over them like executioners not one or two 


m Ths Eds chased et dhe ban halo timed adba dae arnonastie teste, leas ime 


[105] LIVES OF SIMEON AND SERGIUS. 105 
“AOL par por ad Jil -ooa Padang f s fLs el wih ol re as 
y dex 999b od OD yr Noo o moose ooo «o9 Haw eO 
soho, ooa «5h NS ooo ipado fuor Saasco Js 
INN. «o D Jis JA» paa o anjo franc wc! 900 9943; 
ADSL Qeeuse JAI, [roars Jo Lie paa joo Baan akapo 
qs oad Joa Na] L, p~ Joao slo ..4NS-9 uaap ©! r2 
Jap INL «2o SAS odas uoo opaha o s oii) lassi 
pad ems Sr yao Minto «nar Jljrso opka osi Joao ol p3 jaso 
vaï] Da SKLaso |L Laso 933 Lado -ASL LOO1LD0 Lisowo . Jiss «ao 
Juss y wao JD Y jani. Moy. 2px [son paolo vo1aso,o 
So 20 Jil vM Joa KX AD yl NR J qi ferns adr; 
«US cou, KX oS Mads; Lapse Jor! oro] os Ns] ere 
| JNapoy Jiagdy je Noopa JR fuss Sy by (OM ounas] os 


or a hundred only, but each one of them would pull him" from his side and 
torture. him (for they were about three hundred); and aceordingly those 
who used to send to that place were confident that their purpose would be 
accomplished. But the holy Sergius, being confined in the middle of the 
monastery on the third floor, by God's help escaped from them on the third 
day, having even slipped out of his irons, and a certain piteher for water, 
which was the only thing that he had with him, lie alsoin the keenness of his 
ardour grasped in his hand, and he climbed up to his window on the third 
fluor, and he leaped with that piteher also in his hand and the irons with 
it?, and he came down and stood on his feet outside the monastery. And 
so he escaped from them, and came to his boly master; and he fell npon 
his face before him, and said : « Now, sir, | bave learned that God loves 
you, aud in truth hears you; since, unless the mediation of your pravers helps, 
it would have been quite impossible for me to see your face ». When he 
had related everything to him, he gave thanks to the merciful God, who cares 
for his own. But afterwards he asked. his master’s permission to go and 


build à monastery in à certain mountainous district belonging fo a village 


]l. Bie syn — 2, What was the use of the irons? ff it is meant that Chey were still on him, the 
statement is inconsistent with whal precedes, 
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called Olwfvte: and he gave him permission and blessed him. And he 
took his eross and the saints blessing, and went and erected his cross there, 
and reeites the serviee. And he kneels down and prays for three days, 
night and day: and then some people saw him and wave information in the 
village, and they eame to him. And on his informing them of his purpose 
they were pleased; and each one of them rau to his house to lind something 
to bestow npon the blessed man's praver in proportion to his ability, while 
by the common effort also a monastery was erected in that desolate 
mountainous regton in a few days, there being abundance of water there, 
When the monastery was completely fiuished, the adversaries heard the 
news, « That audacious stubborn man is building a monastery in such-and- 
sneh a place »: aud men were at once appointed to go out and pull the 
monastery down fo its foundations, « and signily to him also besides that vou 
desire to arrest awl bring him to is! : and if vou see that he is ready and 
willing to come, leave him alone, and do not bring him upon us ».. Then 
these ien seb out, having first. declared and professed « Why! perhaps he 

lb be afraid. and run away from ns». And, when they came, they found 
fe blesse P man stateling and reetiing the serviee; ind, when they saw liim, 


li to him c Since veu have built à monastery without an order, we 
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have been ordered to pull your monastery down, and conduct vou to the 
bishop ». But the blessed man in the fervour of his zeal said to them with 
oaths : « If you are in truth ordered to pull down and desire to do so, T myself 
will lay the first ax to it; and, if it is your desire, | will go in before you 
to him who sent vou ».. When those men saw that he was ready, they were 
afraid of him; and they say to him : « We are traly ordered to pull it down 
and are prepared to do so: but we do not desire vou to come in to the 
bishop ». Then the blessed man was the first to run and take his ax, 
and he fixed it im the wall and said to them : « Come, here is glory to our 
Lord ». And they, because they were many, pulled the monastery down 
lo the ground in one day; and he himself was assisting them to do the work 
of demolition, But, when they had finished their task, aud he was himself 
urging them to drag away the wood and stones and throw them outside, he 
said to them : « Listen now, evil wicked men. Iu trath E say to vou that, if 
renegades against grace deserved it, | would thank vou greatly for labouring 
with me here. God without your being aware of what von have done 
constrained you to subvert these huts, as fo which T was truly exercised in 
my mind in consequence of the fact that they were built in haste; aud now | 


trust in our Lord Jesus that I shall now build a monastery indeed here ». 
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They say to him: « IH you rebuild, we will pull it down again ». He on his 
side savs tothem : e Take what Tsay to vou. By him who built tlie house 
of all this world and was called the carpenters son, if so be you pull it down 
as many as thirty tines, 1 will make it more spacious and L will make it 
stronger than belore all my Bfe, if ven pull it down». Then they departed 
henec, wondering at the fervour and the vigeur ol the mat Bat the blessed 
mau dug and delved deep and kad the foundations on a spacious basis: and 
he built a substantial monastery aud made it strong; and he planted a 
plantation, and made an enclosure round, and made a very desirable place‘. 
ANasl, after a shori tine, fe wert to be blessed hy the holy old man his master; 
and the summons followed him. and he ended his life with hin there. bearing 
good testimony oand he was lud out? and buried by his spiritual father, who 
was stil] in good health. But the holy Simeon after divine hiilliantly in his 
seclusion forty even years ended his days. and hünsetf also fell asleep in 
peace: Ty whose pravers. with Ghose of all the saints his companions, mav all 
vw rebelud men gain mere in the day of judgment. 
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for his glory by the hand of this holy old man the time is loo short for me 
to relate; and for this reason, wishing to avoid a lengthy narrative, | have 
recorded these things only, thereby falling far short of the splendid glories 
of this man; to whieh it is not only E who was a witness, bnt all who knew 
him; so that another great and holy man and ‘seer of spiritual visions also 
who lived in the south in the inner desert bore testimony about the old 
man, since, when some men from the territory. (69%) of the eity of Amida 
were going down for the harvest (because men are in. the habit of going 
down to the southern country for the harvest), they heard of thal saint, and 
were eager to go and be blessed by him: and, when they had gone and had 
come to him and been blessed by him, he asked them, « Whenee are you, 
my sous? »; and they said, « From the north of Amida ». The blessed man 
said to them: « But what, my sous, do | for my part really. Know? and 
Wherefore did. vou come to un wretched self? Tf yon are. from the north 
of Amida, wherefore did you not go lo the pillar of fight which stands in 
the northern country, who to-day has been serving God in his saints [or 


forty years, and has nol grown tired or weary, nor is vel satiated with so 
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doing? Wherefore, my sons, did you not go to this man, who has refreshed 
God. in the persons of the weary, who has also caused the savour of his 
practices and of his purpose that is good and acceptable! at all times 
to reach to the heavens of heavens? » But these men an hearing these 
things fram the saint fell on their faces and continued entreating him and 
saving : e Who. sir is he of whom vou have said these things to us? » 
But the blessed man, in accordance with what our Lord also taught in his 
preaching. « A city built upon a mountain cannot be hid », and again « So 
bet vour light shine before men, that they may see vonr good works and 
elority vonr Father that is in the heavens »?, says to these men : « Plus 
is Simeon the reeluse who is living in seclusion on the top ol a hill in the 
Village of INalesh;.— But go to biw, and greet him from me and say to him, 
Nn idle sinful man settled in the desert eutreats you, « As | know von 
Eo he always fervent in vonr love towards God, perform an aet of love, and 
wy for ane 77». Bat these men, as the blessed man enjoined them, 
ed informed: the holy Simeon of these things; and they said to 


MI e add to them. seven Neues before his departure from the body, 
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repeating all these words whieh that saint said. And all continved gi mg 


thanks to God. 


The history of the holy and divine men Simeon dhe recluse and Sergius 


the recluse his zealous diserple is ended, 


VE T Next VE SINTIL HISTORY, OF THE GREAT WAN or Gop Pur 


THE HUMBLE. NNCHOMRITE. 


There was again a blessed inan beloved of God and laborious and humble 
and a perfeet Nazirite, Paul the anchorite, whe was from the district of 
Sophanene. This man therefore, when he had been for many yeirs practi- 
sing heavy and severe labours of asceticism and great abstinence, heard some 
men saving that there was i eertain large cave in the side of a certain high 
rock on the banks of the Tigris ata place ealled. suitha, which is some 
distance from the caltivated land, but near the road, and malignant fiends 


lived in it, so that men passed along that road with trembling, though it 


Lose. ‘the image’, 
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was very necessary that men should pass along it, because it led into the 
fortress called Zivat'. But this blessed man, when be heard the report of 
that cave, reflected, « Beeiuse those who pass along that road are frightened, 
and again in order that the powers of the enemy may be expelled by the 
name of human beings and the presence of a human habitation, itis a duty 
to gro, and to erect the emblem of the cross there ». 

Then this blessed man, like a mighty man who mocks at the feeble and 
siek men who wish to light with him, confidently: armed himself with the 
power of God aud contilenee in him, and directed his steps to the place. 
Vid he went and arrived at the cave, and near it at about half a furrow's 
aeri? he erected the eross: and he fetched stones, and traced the plan of a 
amall oratory and knelt there in prayer, and passed the night in the place. 
And during the night shapes of basilisks and fearful shapes of every kind 
weve gn heres] together against hin: and, the more eoustaney he on his 


Ade showed. the more the oral voiees and grievous exhalations increased, 


jnst as al great serpents had arrived aud were coming, and just as if their 
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breath were striking against the blessed man's clothes in order to drive hin 
away. But he was thus constant in prayer all that night, and all the day, 
and again another night also. And nextlota sound of boulders being uproot- 
ed just above the blessed man, and they were indeed uprooted and eame 
down from the rock above, and they came, and reached him, and thus they 
would pass by while he was knechng at his prayer, not having power to 
touch him. And so he passed seven days and nights in that place in such 
eonflicts. And, when these demons practised many different: kinds of con- 
trivances against him in order to shake him or frighten him or drive him 
away, he like a mighty man girt in the true breastplate of his Lord was nol 
shaken, nor reckoned their wiles and their fonl shapes as anything, but also 
after he had, like a mighty man who trusts in his Lord, after the pattern of 
the holy David, chosen for himself the sound pebbles of prayers from the 
river of grace, and had taken the stalf of the cross, and. lifted the sting of 
heavenly trust, then he next looked upon the camp of the Philistine tyrants, 


to pull down their prowess aud to scatter their camp. id so on the eighth 
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day he planted his cross in the midst of that cave, and hung up a bag ol 
stints at (he east emf of at, and knelt in it io pray a prayer. And, 
while he was kneeling, frequent sounds of loud and violent howling were 
suddenty heard in the cave itself, sueh that many thousands of men if 
they joined together would not be able to howl so loud, so much so thal 
the blessed mau used to say, « HF help from God had not reached me, 1 
should have gone out of my mind; so that 1 was indeed already dazed, 
and my head became dizzy, and my ears rang from the violeuce of 
that sound. And thus 1 rensined. constant in trust on God: and at last I 
heard a voter outside the door, saving. «Alack! the cross has laid us 
low: otherwise vou with the dirty hood would not have laughed at us; 
and ids not vou who would have ejected us from our place, and come in 
and settled in it yourself Then, when E saw thal they had gone outside 
the mouth of the cave and were erving to me from ontside, I rejoiced; 
and P also was strengthened. aud E said to them : 54 also am contending 
bacu and expelling vou by the eross itself, not by my own strength’. 
And from that Gine E remained settled in the cave, white they used to dis- 


play before ane foul visions and many fearful shapes strange to the sight 
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of men, and thereupon they would hold speech with me as men, and further 
they would even take the shapes of men, and would come and pretend. to 
eutreat me to come out and go with them to their houses, for the pur- 
pose (as they said) of visiting their sick. iid again they would often come 
and cry ‘Flee, flee. Lo! the land is fall of Huns’ And. fans appeared 
to me in various fearful shapes, riding on horses and with swords drawn 
and flashing. And lo! they came up to the gate crying in barbarie language, 
and in au excited state, and with arrows fitted to their bows. And fon my 
part would say to them, ‘This is my grave, and my place for ever, Until 
the coming of Christ in his glory, aud the resurrection [rom the abode of 
the dead this is my place. Edo uot care; and, if vou are in truth barbarians 
and vou have received power to kill, I do not fear death: and, if vou are 
fiends and can kill me oc take me away and eject me from this place, lo! Pam 
before vou; but my own will shall not be your assistant and eject me hence; 
and not only in ny life but not even iu iny death’. While Twas saving these 
words, all the hosts of the Huns would ery and go up upon these rocks thus : 


‘Henceforth the cross has protected this man against us. This man has con- 
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quered oo, Phese things the holy Paul used to repeat to me, because many 
times when L went to him I used to iuquire of him, « How, father, did vou 
carry on the eonlliet with the strange powers who haunted. this place and 
overcome them?» But he, in order to expel and repress pride, would say to 
me ze We, my son; should not have overcome nor should we be vietorious, 
unless the cross had overcome. And, as we see, W we have understanding, 
that the hosts of Satan have been expelled and hurled down by the same 
eross not only. from one smalt and insignificant place like this, but also 
from all quarters; in that it has deprived them of the worship paid to them, 
and caused their worshippers to turn to the eross, and closed their mouths, 
and whelmed them in the lowest abysses, so also from this place too these 
malignant spirits have been expelled by the power of the cross, and it has 
strengthened me for its glory o. These few words he himself would repeat 
me. But at bast. when his Pone had been spread abont, many men used 
rete him, aud he also gated about ten disciples there, while even 

hits that were seen qi the place were fearful, and, when men came 

lo hin ther to reside or to stay for a time. he would arm them before- 


haud, vd so be ven see anything or hear any sonnd whatsoever, 


117 LIFE OF PAUL THE XNCHORBRIUTE. 117 
jo 4l J olo aN 20 saaana esl Lanz laso JJ]. «8. I 
eaa e a a JE del of bl oad Li] 
äl p2 eer ..9436 «oda, oot a] Jl Colo aol farsi 
WSs «2e ogo Ow «Qo 000 «LA Jas Xs £2 30350 Joa $35] 
xS Je coor «oto *otladop> Jofiia. ooo wi whs, dro Lfd 
oot fuscia Joa Mul [sj Lasas -Jinan MURS qao) So po os 
oh, lo og wt Jip ad p «Qo + aAa Jo Na M foo par [road 
laxe oí Ja] Sao Jase! Nas pao cse > W200 
Lasaia Qoo dd [iso papa HO Joop oos Lh Jo Nofaol loo 
asoan - «oaa [13245 obsias Lada) i 
JNa; Jloncoly JKaotase ow 2] oreo lasanms ssassado -Abp 


ooo we hts od Jilla 


yu as} -ctlanrasco Uoiadrxdro oon © >> la Joi» Cots 


Lul Vs Joa TK p ES » Saslo foot “paar [Loot Jpe J oM aso 


1. Ms, wo — 2, Appy. corr. from ooo. — 3. Ms, leBwexSo; eorr, Noll. — ^, Ms, cv. 


be uot agitated, but make the sign of the cross upon you and be silent; 
and, even if | myself call you or anyone else, do nol come out » (because 
the fiends often deeeived men there). And again to those who came to him 
to receive instenetion from him he would say the same words and he would 
caution them, simee at night they slept inside, and he outside hy the gate; 
because fiends used to appear in his likeness, aud used to terrify the brother, 
and entice him out; because under the eave there was a great hole. And so 
the blessed man used to he awake to guard the place in which he lived, from 
the time when he directed lis steps to that cave, and he made an altar and 
set it up in it, and he made it a chapel. And thenceforth the brotherhood 
used to sleep confidently in it; and his monastery extended to twenty meu. 
And so all the men of that distriet used to run to receive the blessed Paul's 


blessing, and to gain the privilege of seeing him, and to hear his gentle 


g 
words; for God gave also into his hand a great gilt of healing. But his 


asceticism and his labours and his humility no man ein succeed in deseri- 
bing'; since he was so humble and retiring that, il a man were to sib with 


him and converse for three days, he would not raise his face (zzásemov) nor 


L Or comprehend and describe. 
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would men see the inside of his eve, bat he would. this eouverse with 
emotion with his head bent and his looks fixed downwards, When he had 
been in that eave Tora space of about twentv-live years, and a monastery had 
been built; and the brotherhood had reached the number of thirty men, the 
blessed mau finished his course‘, and departed Irom the body; and he was 
buried on the spot in accordance with. his promise, And, on account of 
his love toward God and his humility, even after his death miracles were 
everywhere wrought through his holy hones, men taking his skull and 
going round the districts, aud, wheresoever loensts came, or hail or a seor- 
ching wind or bubonie plague, and his right band or bis head went, God 
would straightway make deliverance, By his pravers, with those of all the 


saints, may all we sinners have merey in tlie day of judgment. 
The history of Paul the blessed and holy anchorite is ended, 
AGE NENT THE SEVENTH HISTORY, OL THE OLD WAN 
ARRAIAM PHE LAYMAN. THE RECLUSE, 


Nec dehet to place on record the history of the old man Abraham also, 


il 
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who was called ‘the conseerated’, and had reached old age being about 
sixty years old. This man one day, when the gospel (ej»yyshev) was 
being read, heard that our Lord said, « Whoever shall leave wife or 
children ete. for my sake and for the sake of my preaching shall receive 
thirtyfoldl and sixtyfold and an hundredtold in this age, aud in the future age 
shall inherit eternal life »'; aud again « Whoever doth not take up his cross 
and follow me is uot worthy ofime »?..— When this old man heard these words, 
sorrow entered tuto his mind, and he thought within hiaself, and said : 
« Wherefore am I for my part alive and called a Christian, if | do not do 
God's will? If it is pleasing to God that I should leave wife and children, even 
now that my days lave been completed and the sentence has reached me that 
l shall leave them against my will, why do I not that whieh God wishes? 
What have P gained either. from children or from wile, or from the whole 
world, except that | have consumed my life in it im vanity, and idly wasted 
my moments, and passed my lays evilly?, and lo! E lave come to the gate 


of the grave. Who will shelter me there in that judgment! or who will resene 
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me from my sins? But now even for this little remainder of my hfe that 
remains to me E will go and. repent of my sins, and then I. will die, having 
hope in that parable of the Inbonrers whieh our Lord spake, that, even after 
the day had declined: and one hour ouly was left for those who eame, 
they were thonght worthy to receive the pay with the first’. So E too also 
hope that God wilh not. shut the door of his merev im the Tee of my 
repentance», And thereafter the old man would think, « What shall I do? 
If E go do a monastery, DL eannot work; and they will sav, * This old man 
has come upon us th order to gel a present out of ns" ». Then the old 
man teft everything, amd went to a eertain monastery amd said to them, 
weeping soe Rise make the praver for me, and give me the tonsure, and 
take the haar olimy secular fife from me, since | desire to repent for a short 
Hime Tor ons sins before To die oo. But the blessed men did. not frustrate 
hts wish and stand in his wada When they heard the announcement of repen- 
tance Trom him. bat they encouraged him and they say to him :« You 
are doing vehit, our father. if vou are turning in repentance toward God ; 

e cde as gaereiful and will receive Nou >». After they haf held much 


couversaltom with him, because thes supposed that he iutended to Hye with 
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them, they said to him : « After you are tonsured, where do vou intend to 
live?» But he said to them : « Rise give me the blessing and take my hair, 
and where God wishes Twill hye ». They say to him : « We seek to learn 
whether you intend to remain with us or elsewhere: and then, tf you remain 
with us, we will ourselves give you the tonsure, and, af elsewhere, why will 
you be tonsured away Irom the place where you are going to live? » The 
old man said to them : « | eame to you that you might make the prayer for 
me and give me the blessing and the tonsure, not that vou might argue with 
me, [f you are willing, well; and, if not, pray for me. » The blessed menu, 
when they saw the old man’s own intention and purpose, made the prayer 
and gave him the tousure, and he rose and left the place, and he directed his 
steps to a certain oratory at the boundary of his village, whieh had been 
formerly built and roofed and in which a man had lived: and he went in and 
repaired it and closed its doors, and took up his abode in it, after requesting 
a mau to bring him his little food every first day of the week. And so hie 
would stand and recite a service and pray eonstantly and weep, while 


everyone was struck with astonishment at him, and some mockers would 
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sav, 0 Come Jet us go and he blessed by Abrahian the consecrated recluse », 
and. others, uttering words that came from the evil one, would say, « If he 
had sbat np his wife with him, he would he doing rightly». But the old 
man despised everything and set one object ouly before his eyes, sinee fie 
wonld ash repenbanee for his stus and healing from the mereiful Physician, 
nol eeasing from prayer and recitation of service, either by night or by day. 
And his service was as follows: « Glory tothe Father and to the Son aud to 
the Holy Spirit Hallelivali! »; and again as follows : « and from eternity to 
elernily Amen aud Ament Halleluvali! » And thus he spent the hours of the 
might and of the day in these words af praise with prayer and supplication 
and thanksgiving, while he gave orders thal none of his kin cyives) should 
appear in his preseneez and before the first day of the week lie did not speak 
if ney bat wept eontiniously [or his sins; and so men used to go by 
nnl Listen to the sound of his sobs, and they were astonished at him. 
Vid boe ob] man persevered in his repeutance for eight years, Aud in the 


eighth tohen he was near bis end, there nsed to be hail iu these villages 
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every vear and they were smitten, and their crops also were utterly ruined. 
And, when the time arrived and that terrible cloud had come up according to 
its custom, on the first day of the week, when some persons were present al 
lis lodging, thev began to weep, because the cloud was terrible and. very 
thick, aud something like fire was blazing and roaring within it, and ih came 
and settled over the boundaries of that village, after the fice had burut ap 
all those round it. But the old man looked out [rom the widow aud saw it; 
and he turned his eves toward heaven, and said : « My Lord, if thou hast 
been pleased with the sinner’s repeutanee, aud thy merey has decliwed of ime 
that | shall not perish, let nol this cloud come within the bouudiries of this 
village ». Thenu that cloud took in the middle of it as it were the likeness 
ol serene air (z£z) muside all thal darkness; aud, while it all divided this was 
and that, and passed by the boundaries of that village, the signol of light 
remained until that cloud had passed. Aud so through the power of the 
old man’s prayers that village was delivered and eseaped from that terrible 
rod of chastisement, which injured not one leal within its boundaries; aud, 
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outside all its bonndaries all round, uot even the leaves remained upon the 


trees!) Pheu the boundaries of that village exulted, while they themselves 


made proclamation concerning the power of the prayers of the blessed 
Abrahan, everyone being astonished and giving thanks to God. And the 
old inan also rejoiced, and he gives thanks to God who nad shown him that 
he accepted tis repentance. And, atthe end of the eighth vear, he departed 


from the world im the good ending of repentance, 


The history of the old man Abraham the layman, the recluse, is ended. 


VAR NENE THE EIQUE HISTONHY, OF THE BLESSED ADDAE THE 


Chore piscapts. 


Has patent to everyone Hid salt does not itself need a condiment, because 
hs Us own nature ds a condiment, and, to put u differently, nob a coudiment 
only. hut salted by ils nature: and accordingly it does not need. itself or 

le arse of self, but all other insipid foods need to use it üs a condiment. But 

bur shetelies whieh show the udinirahble fori of the likenesses of the 
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these, but for us ourselves who are more insipid than food ! the condiment 
of the stories of the saints is required. This blessed) Addai then was 
chorepiscopus in a monastery in a village called Farduisa^, at the approach to 
the Armenian frontier in the district called Anzetene*; and he had fittingly 
wielded the authority of the chorepiscopate lor a considerable time with all 
religious conduet without blame, visiting the poor, aud caring for the orphans, 
and providing for the widows, and admonishing the clerical stall in the 
churches and the monastie convents, going about and warning and teaching 
eael man to devote himself sincerely to his ministry without stain in the 
sight of men, while his words to every man were always these : « My sons, 
let us not despise the expressions of the great and divine Paul. Let us 
hear from him that he cries to us as with a trumpet and says, ^ My children, 
itis the last time. Amd from this we understand that itis the last time, from 
the false Christs who have come in among us"; and again he says, ‘The 
end of all things hath come near ^, and again, “The end of the times hath 
come near upon ns ^^. And for this reason, as men who read these things 
and meditate upon them always, let us eouduct ourselves in. the time of our 
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driven into exile (žogi). Bul the samt on hearing these things rejoiced; and 
he answered them, saving : « Who then (xx) is there, pray, who will nol 
take upon himself as you suppose (everyone who has sense in him) exile 
(209) with Christ? Now that Christ is being. driven into exile opta by 
you, would that we also may be banished by vou rather than by becoming 
renegades with vou be banished by him ».. When therefore the men who 
had been sent to him heard these things from. him, they went on uttering 
great menaces against him in great wrath, threatening and saving, « Prepare 
yourself to meet a fate that is in accord with vour assertion: sinee you shall 
not live here longer, unless. you make concord and siguily acceptauce 
according to the king’s order». But he, when he heard these words, laughed 
at them, and said : « M, pray, there had happened to be a king who ordered 
me to sacrifice Jike the holy martyrs, would you on account of his ander have 
urged me to obey him because he was hing, and suerilice to idols?» “Phen 
the blessed man arose before them and gathered the inmates of his convent 
together, and spoke many words with Chem, saying, «© Let every man 
heware ». And be took his stal and went oul, saying: « Think nol fo 


yourselves that, if E possessed the whole world, t. would be more to me 
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than the true faith in Christ. Lo! E have not taken even bread for the day 
now that bam expelled froni all this course of life in which | have run and 
laboured and gathered! from my youth. Tt ds. better for me to die than 
that anyone should make my boast in our Lord Jesus Christ vain? » And so 
he depirted and went up to the rugged towering mountains that are in 
the ess Eof that distriet; in whieh nothing exeept greal beasts is to be found 
ou account of their inaccessibility: and he was there for a considerable tine 
supporting bimsell on roots, and passing the nights in caves; and gorug about 
and praying, and weeping for the sheep of Christ's innocent Hock, how they 
had fallen inte the heols of malignant apostate wolves. And, after a 
considerable tine, the blessed man was seen by certain men, and news of him 
was beard: and tbe inmates of his monastery also sought for him carefully, 
amd they discovered: him; and he learned. from tbem what bad happened: 
because, afler those who were conducting the persecution had seen that he 
himself hid departed. they did not. trouble themselves much about his 
monastery, but took all the plunder that they eould [rom it, and left tt. And, 
When he lenurned these things, he continued. enjoining them to provide foe 

Spoor iid the orphans ind the widows oul of the remnant that had been 


[or do them. But he, on aceount of the rmigeedness of the mountains and 
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the unbounded amount of snow that covered them, went down to the 
neighbourliood of a certain hamlet that was situated among these same 
mountains, and made a cell for himself, and there he used to pass the winter. 
But after live years during which he had lived in this manner, busying himself 
about providing for the poor, his monastery was brought to indigence; and, 
when he knew that it had been plundered more than ten times, and no longer 
contained provision for the needy as before, and the blessed man was 
grieved and distressed on aceount of the starving and distressed persons 
for whom there was no method of providing, and further the inmates of his 
monastery also were pressed by want, then he considered « There is no 
longer any quarter from whieh it is possible for me to provide for my brethren, 
except that the blessed men should come and make a vineyard in these 
mountains, and it will be a provision for them and for the needy ». And this 
he did not delay to carry out; but when they came to him he spoke to 
them, and this suggestion pleased them. And they brought men and dug: 
and there in the first year they put in about twenty thousand S and a like 
number also in the second, and the third; and the vineyard reached a great 
size on the mountains. And the news went out everywhere « Such-and-such 
a monastery has covered the mountains with vineyards »; and hence within 
live or six years so much wine was produced thal they could not find vessels 
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1. Ms. om. 


to contain it. And, since the region of Cappadocia was elose at hand, and 
these men! used to go out as lar as Syria and. buy wine, they became aware 
of the place that was elose to them, and from that time it became their habit 
to go out thither in companies and buy; and thencelorth the anxieties of the 
holy Addai that had been troubling Iam because he had nothing in his 
possession wherewith to provide for the poor were mueh relieved, since he 
would send from forty and tilty denarii, und as many as came iu from? that 
vineyard, and bay clothes and distribute them to the needy, and similurly 
also corm aud oil, and many articles: so that, exeept what was needed for 
the cultivation of the vineyard itself. he left nothing whatever that he did 
not Liberally bestow npon the distressed. persons. Aud thns he completed 
twenty-five years in this occupation, while be did not. go into the enlti- 
vated territory or neglect this business, nor did men see hin casually, 
hut he would earey his stalf the whole day, and go about among the gullies 
e] ravines and among the trees, aud would. kneel aud pray andl weep, 

care that no one should pass behind him and surprise him; aud so at 

ume he would betake himself to a certain place that he had secretly 
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1. Ms. 90,0 


made, and the man who attended him would meet bim, and inform him in 
case anyone had come out to look for him. And thus he would do even in 
snow and frost, in order that he might not be seen by men; but he had given 
orders that everyone who came should be received and refreshed and go; 
so that in fact on one and two occasions | went up to these mountains to see 
the blessed man, and | did not see lim with his consent. But on one occasion, 
because | knew the hour of his arrival, T took one of the brethren with me, 
and at eventide we betook ourselves to that place: and, as there was a thicket 
of many trees there, 1 said to the brother who was with me : « Let us sit 
down among these trees, and lie in wait for the old man; since perhaps he 
will come and we shall catch him, and obtain his blessing ». And, while we 
on our part were sitting down, lo! there comes the sound of bis feet and 
of his breath as he was coming down from the mountain; and, when we saw 
him in the distance, we kept ourselves hidden all the more, lest he should see 
us and turn back; as in fact happened. When he had approached to about 
half a furrow’s length’ from us, though neither the sight of us nor the 
perception of our presence reached him, as if he scented the smell of 
us, he cheeked himself and halted, waiting a long time, while we on our 


side did not stand up and were not seen by him; aud, as if he had become 


1. See p. 112, n. 2. 
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aware of us in his spirit, he thereupon like a wild beast turned aside, and 
set his lace to go down the mountain-side at a run. When I saw that the 
old man was running, T cried out : « Forgive us, father, and pray for us ». 
And, in order not to vex and annoy him, we did not pursue after him; and so 
we went in and passed the night. and we did not obtain a sight of the saint. 
But owain, inasmuch as my mind was ardently bent on running and tabon- 
ring alter the good and precious merchandise of the old man’s blessing at all 
costs, even so | was nof remiss in the matter, but also after a time again | 
directed my steps to these mountains, having determined, « If I am here 
asanuch as two months, | will not depart from these mountains until | am 
blessed by the bondman of God », entreating our Lord to grant me this gift. 
And at noontide in the middle of the day we saw the old man passing over a 
certain clear space some distance off, aud coming down from peak to peak, 
because there was a gap between: and we kept ourselves close lest lie should 
see us aud run away. And, because intense noonday leat prevailed, he 
Aood and prayed, and next he knelt down, aud he stood itp and stretehed out 

hands to heaven, expanding himself in the form of a cross; and he 


val for a long time until about the ninth hour', and then he sat down 
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to rest fora short time. But we, when we saw that he had sat down to rest, 
came down by a certain deep gully, and went on until we arrived opposite 
the blessed man; and thus we suddenly came up and caught him. But when 
he saw us he was thunderstruck, as aman is frightened by the sudden sight 
of some lion; and, after he had looked this way and that and seen that there 
was no escape, he stood up and received us, and made a prayer. And he 
stood and asked, saying, « Whence have you come hither, blessed men, on 
this mountain? » We continued entreating him to sil down for a little time; 
but he did not consent to sit down, in order that he might not be involved 
in a long eonversation with human beings; bnt he eontinued saving to us, 
« Go to the monastery and rest there, and lo! 1 will myself come at once ». 
And, after we had begun many sentences, le continued urging this upon 
us, lo go to the monastery, iu order (as he professed) to rest, which was 
only that he might escape from us. But [, inasmuch as I divined his pur- 
pose, said to him : « Why, our father, do vou run away from us? Sit down 
and speak, and console us with your affectionate words ', and sow good seed 
in our ears, even if? our own soil is ungrateful, amd barren and unculti- 


1, Or take 222-2 as a lille, and render ‘the words of your affection’. — 2. Ms. oni. 
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vated ». But he looked at ine, and said : « Do we then (Zgz), pray, seek 
another greater than Jesus to speak with us or to admonish us? and, if we 
do not obey him, if a man rise from the dead and speak, how shall we 
obey him?! Now go and rest, and T will come, and we will talk ». But | 
inasmuch as I knew his purpose reflected that on account of the blessed 
man’s pleasure we had been afraid of annoying him; and so we fell down 
before him and entreated him to bless us and to endow us with Ins holy 
prayers. But he when he dismissed us said to us : « Do vou pray for 
me the nugratefal. As for yourselves vour earnestness signifies the direc- 
tion of your will, that God may mingle his will with vour will, and make 
your will his will, Pray for me ».. And thus we parted, and we did not 
see the blessed inan again; but suflicieut for our consolation and for thanks- 
giving to God to be ever rendered by us was this one occasion on which 
we were not deprived of the benefit of the sight of this divine man. After a 
period of twenty-five years, while spending his time in this way, he ended this 
lite of troubles, and departed to the rest of his Lord, having committed the 


place of provision for the needy to the inmates of lis convent, and enjoined 
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them to make provision from it for the needy, as during his life, for ever 


The history of the blessed Addai the chorepiscopus is ended. 


IX. — NEXT tne NINTH INSTORY, Or THE BLESSED Maur! or Bern Unrave?, 


This blessed Mare was a clergyman (2i2.26:) in the chureh of a certain 
large village in the district of Anzetene* called the village of Huki (2x2). 
This man then, when he was a member of the clergy (42242), used to behave 
with great and measureless arrogance, and he was haughty and a good 
speaker and teacher, and very well-informed on every subject. And, grace 
having at a certain time arisen in his mind, suddenly he began to form the 
plan of taking upon him the yoke of monasticism; and he disposed of and 
distributed all that he had among the needy; and he withdrew to a certain 
mountainous spot about three miles from the village; and he bound himsel! 
never to taste bread or wine or oil, or cheese or fish, or anything whatever 
except pulse and herbs and water; aud thus he exereised himself 
severely. 

1. See p. 187, n. 1. — 2. Gf. ch 31 and 38. Deth Urtaye seems it be almost, if not quite, idenlical 


wilh Anzetene; cf. eh. 38. f. 131, vea — 3. Syr,‘ Manzil’. 
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Then Satan again, who wishes to restrain men from good actions, did 
not neglect to stir up against the blessed man the trial of persecution; and so 
the assaults of persceutions often attacked. lim, and he was arrested and 
imprisoned and ill-treated, and he did not give way and allow his rule (zzv6v) 
to be relaxed, while the adversaries kept him in prison a week and two 
weeks and as much as a month; and he determined tn his mind that even 
the very food that he was in the habit of eating he would not taste at all 
as long as he was under their power. And so they by Satan's machination 
would leave him until his life was approaching dissolution, Saving, « This 
man defeats ns». But the valiant man was so determined in his soul that 
downto the end he tasted nothing that eame from the renegades. And thus 
they were continually defeated in him and left him, not being able to weaken 
his fortitude in God. While he was ocenpicd with such severe asceticism, 
and moreover with persecultou, he built an admirable, substantial, large 


monastery, With many exeellent details of construction; sinee he was also a 


eraftsinan with jutelleetual skill in all crafts. And he built and finished it, 
and twelve years were completed by him in such labours. Then he departed 


from ody, bearing good testimony, nothing whatever having been found 
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to weaken lim. or to make him remit what he bad originally undertaken, 
not sicknesses nor persecutions, nor any other distresses. 


The history of the blessed Mare is ended. 


NA = NEXT THE TENTH HISTORY, OF THE BRAVE WARRIOR ON BEHALF OF THE 


TRUE FAITII, Man SIMEON THE BISHOP, THE PERSIAN DEBATER. 


When } approach the task of relating the history of this lioly Simeon the 
bishop, Ido not do this in simplicity and without fear; because his character 
does uot shine out in one beauty of righteousness only, that oue might pre- 
sume to depict his virtue as one portrait, but in many beanties, the objects 
of great and inexpressible amazement, be they labours of righteousness, or 
humility exceeding the standard of those who live in these tines, or zeal on 
Christ's behalf, or the war which all his life until death he carried on agralusl 
tlie fraudulent disciples of the school of Nestorius, or again his labour in all 
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eountries in which the preaching of Christ had travelled; for whom, T think, 
if would not have been improper to speak with boldness (zx2iqsiz) like the 
holy Paul and say : « E have toiled more than all »', and to say further this 
also, that he had travelled not only from Jerusalem and as far as Hlyricum ?, 
but also in all countries in which the preaching of Christ had travelled, except 
only the territories of Rome; and thither also he was ready and had started 
to vo, When God saw his venerable character and his old age and his labour, 

and ordered bim to finish his course in tlie royal erty of Constantinople. 
This holy Simeon then even before the period of his episcopacy, besides 
the fervent zeal and enthusiasm. for the true Bath unto death which he 
possessed, was deeply versed in the Scriptures, and he was also ardent in 
practising debate; beyond (in my opinioni any other man, even the ancient 
fathers: beeause besides the gift of God this other faet too summoned him to 
IL becanse he was also a Persian, and he lived in Persti, and it is in that 
ountey especially that the teaching of the school of Theodore and Nestorius 
ry witle-spread, so that believing bishops and their dioceses are 


wid farther besides this teaching that of the school of Mani and 
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1. Ms. sing. — 2. Ms. sage. — 3. Ms. pl. 


Marcion and Bar Daisan also had from this cause been much dissemi- 
nated there, and Mani travelled much there in the same country, and there 
also they flaved him alive, and he died there; and Bar Daisan and Mar- 
cion', because there was once a school (ayer) of Persians at Edessa, and 
the Persians are in general keen inquirers, they were trained in the tenets 
of Bar Daisan and of Marcion and became immersed in them, and they 
carried this evil plant down and planted it in that country; even as Hiba 
the blasphemer who was once ruler there (of the church of Edessa) made 
himself a promoter of that same school (s7024); because this man not only 
blasphemed like Nestorius, but even surpassed him in wickedness. When 
this bitter plant was spreading in the city of Edessa, the holy bishop 
Cyrus discovered it, and tore it out from its roots, and did not allow the 
school (sys) of the Persians to be mentioned there again, as had been 
the case before?; and this school was Irom that time established in the 
city of Nisibis, from which all that country drink dregs of wall, so that 


even in this our country, the country of the Romans, some men taste of 


it*, Against these therefore the blessed Simeon was always strongly armed 


1. The sentence is left unfinished, and (he sense completed iu another way, — 2. 489 Chron, Edess., 
A. 8. foo’. — 3. Cf. Simeon's own account in Assem., B. O.. 1, p. 350-354, from which John probably 
took this. 


140 JOIN OF EPHESUS. [140] 


[xas pad oS Loo Jaro. Joa xa Jas] So Jods oo Jlasjo 
o] seoa ooot Cada} la bees „Joa mo haoa poo dad 
sot. ls oad ases: Jills addsX0<oarddo copa whiasad .* corns 006 
ausa een eco Joa paalis ops; haass Wes Lais 53445: DAS Joa 
Joot NS JN; o9 pol joa cá i J qoan jas ol Lx 
„aN Joor Was l Xero A Loo Lay Dily oà polo o 
pen Jills «Noo foa fis JJ Lad} laas oui lolo «oo 
haaa uaaa gada p] wy p lalo oll WS wy Jy esl 
aad M Hy o chaso Lope [4s], Kurs «n 
Le, .JLloslh. anaso Joa Mas ha DA as] 823. 528 So 
Lal aD Joa Lx» Lex AiD, odor acy M Lo [Bes 
opel], histo pars Ladina Jao cS e INS ez: Ig brary 
Jlassse, oss [55 NS ao, s Minto Joa brass Colo 45 «aao oU NS Sas. 


and ceaselessly contending; aud wherever he came vietory was given him 
by God, and he was made aeloser of the mouth to all hereties (atceswmsa), 
until their chiefs or doctors dreaded to open their mouth and speak in a 
district in whieh his presence had been reported; because in a district in 
Which a debate was being originated by the Nestorians against the belie- 
vers Who were in it, if he were five or ten days’ journey (uavstey) away, 
as if God bad made him ready and as if the earth had vomited him up, 
he would suddenly spring up and be present there', since from the 
ereatness of his zeal and the fervour of his will he did not rest and sit still 
in one district; saving, « I must not sit still and rest, when l know that 
Christ's sheep are being scattered among ravening and destructive wolves, 
who will uot spare to destroy them and tear them in pieces? ». And tor this 
reason he was sedulous in going out among the countries, as far as the 
camp? of the Saracens of the tribe of Nu man, which he often visited; so 
that he gained a large number of Saracens in it, and he induced the magnates 

ho were converted by his words to build a Christian church in it. And 


he would depart and go down to the very gate of the kingdom’, and 


Acts AN. 29, — B Sy, Hirllia^ d. Nutman, = Arab, AL Hira’: see p.d — 5. Se. 
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1, A stop follows. — 2. Ms. base. 


would turn many to God not only among the heretics (aizesvoz2:), but also 
among the Magians; so that he once even converted three great and dis- 
tinguished men among the Magians and baptized them. And, when their 
companions heard that they had turned away from Magism and become 
Christians, they informed the king about them; and they received an order 
that, if they had really turned away and would not deny Christianity, they 
should die, 

But these men, who showed themselves worthy of a crown of life, when 
they saw the threat and the kiug’s sword, were not afraid nor dismaved, 
while the blessed man also armed them with the enthusiasm of martyrdom 
for the sake of eternal life, and they resisted the order and the sword that 
had gone out against them; and they say, « Far be it from us to deny the 
living God who made heaven and earth, and his Son the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who called us and brought us near to him by his grace, that we should deny 
him again and worship instead of him the things that he created ». Then 
ten days after their spiritual birth these blessed men departed ta God by the 
quick death of the sword, bearing good testimony. But this blessed man 
continued to go out amoug the countries without ceasing, and to warn and 
make disciples and convert. And accordingly his fane went out over the 
whole land, and not only that of the Persians but that of the Romans also: 
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l. In erasure. — 2. Ms, ets, 


and he extended his travels to the roval city of the Romans for the first time 
fora reason hike this. 

On one occasion. the Nestorian bishops of the chief cities met together 
and gave information to the king of the Persians about. the hence in 
that country, saving, « These men are traitors to your majesty, as it Is 
in your power to learn, since their faith also and their rites agree with 
those of the Romans »; and the Magian believed them, and he ordered a 
persceution against the orthodox (asho3e%ou) in. the whole of his kingdom. 

But the blessed Simeon in the Fervour of his zeal formed the plan of going 
up and informing the bette ving Anastasius, king of the Romans, of (hese 
things, that he might do this favour to the chureh of the believers in the 
vountey OF the Persians, saying, « Who will be able to intercede with the king 
For us i£ Edo not do these things? and that believing king will ask of him 
vace for the believers in the country of Persia ». Then he quickly arrived 

e King Anastasius, and informed him of these things. And this God- 

ibessahise hears a believer anl a Dorena- ol the believers, did 
() carry ont his request whieh he asked of him: and, because 


th aer between. them, and they were sending embassies to one 
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l. Mich., who repeals lhis from John, uses (p. 262) Lhe word Jas sgg) This he must be sup- 
posed to have found in lhe original, but I do nol know where to insert il. 


another ', and roval presents and gifts, king Anastasius then wrote earnestly 
to the Persian, saving : « You will do well if you order that peace shall reign 
in your empire in your days; and in this matter you will gratify and please 
us, if your order keeps the Christian peoples in your empire uninolested, 
when you order that they shall not harm one another by reason of occasions 
of enmity, nor any of your people molest them ». These words then that 
are in the king’s letter together with others we have found that the holy 
Simeon himself asked from him, and he gave him a copy (zv! of thei ?. 
And, when the envoy came down, he presented the request of the belie- 
ving Anastasius to the king; and he consented and gave orders that none 
of the Christians should hurt his neighbour; and thenceforth the machina- 
tions of the heretics were rendered of no effeet, and the party of the believers 
enjoyed freedom (zzi£asíz). | And the blessed Simeon was more Ineited agains! 
the hereties, and was warmed with zeal for debating against their leaders 
1. Hypatius was sent on an embassy lo Persia in 517 (P. Os vtt, p. 661), hub an earlier occasion 
seems to be here meant, for the 7 years’ imprisontuent ^p. 153) must have begun some sears kiler, 
and S. afterwards travelled: for 7 years and returned in 30 (p. Dto, and he was certainly al liberty 
in 52% (Assem... BLO, 1, p. 86%) “Zach. Rho, vit, 3. Moreover, if the narrative 1s in chronological order, 
this mission to Constantinople preceded the dispute with the Nestorian: which was bebween %99 and 


305 /p.147). — 2. This was perh. anong the documents which came into the authors possession (p. 058 
and, if so, he no doubt quotes from it. 
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and doctors, insomuch that, wherever they asked him to debate, he would 
debate with them before an audience and would set up umpires to hear the 
discussion between them, and so he would debate and would refute them 
and pat them to shame, so that on no single occasion was he defeated by them 
in debate. And therefore, if it happened that one of their bishops wished 
to originate a debate with any of the believers, he would first inquire ! from 
Lravellers, or from anyone who came in his way where Simeon was, and then 
would speak, saving. « Inquire! and see as to the man whom they used also 
to call the invineible Satan Simeon the debater where he is »; so that once 
They were asking Thim himself? about him’, beeause everywhere he was 
inllictingz shame upon them, defeating and refuting them, and causing even 
Ihe Magians to langh at them, since he would often set up the Magis 
themselves as judges, and thus before them as judges plead the cause of the 
faith, and they themselves would adjudge the victory to him, and langh at 
these men, And therefore many were threatening to kill him, in order to rid 

mselves of him and above all those who did not know him by sight and 


ceusteined to hear about him used to threaten him; and for this reason 


anpas is ellen used m Uns sinse: see p. ta m 2 2 Lil chus own person 


pole. The same story is told of James eh. 49, 
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he had left his hair and also his beard like that of a layman; because in the 
country of the Persians they allow the beards of laymen to grow and increase 
as much as they can; and for this reason no one knew that he was not a 
layman, unless it were someone who was very well acquainted with him. 
And, when he was, as he used to tell us, on the point of entering a certam 
city, he found some clergymen (2dngixot) sitting at the gate; and they asked 
him as a stranger coming from a distance, « Whence do vou come? » And 
he said to them, « I am a stranger ». They say to lim: « Where have you 
heard that that Simeon the dehateris?» And he turned. round and looked 
at them; and, that they might not know that he was the man, he on his part 
said : « Woe for those same men », and passed on, hearing them say, « This 
man is one of ours, and he has heard him crying out against us, and lor this 
reason he cries * Woe for him’ »; and thus he passed on and went away, 
while they asked him about himself, and they did not recognise him; and so 
the Nestorians dreaded him everywhere. Once again he set out and went 
to visit the believers in Hirthad Nu man; and the great eatholicus of Arzun', 
having sent and learned that he had gone to Hirtha, sent to the believing 


1. Arzanene. From p. 147, f... 16, il is clear thal the only Nestorian eathoticns, the bishop of 
Seleucia, is meant. 


PATH. OH. — T. XVII. — F. l. l1 


T4 d 


1^6 JOHN OF EPHESUS. [146] 


os pelo Lasoo [922.202] Las js sese cse Sh ao voih 
qio asail] Janome] arsaa yoo Jhasses Sr aoip olo vassal! 
Nf hao aoip qe qaas. [used ser Spe cet Oot dD ml & 
No Golo .-Jibo of aaao P Nee JM, Ji p Aor Jor Wy 
Seo woe. 490 os Ns OF pHO dee EN aos me? Sao Sra, e 
<P oothads LA AJ. so. NAA JA.3a55 whl Nas MN s 
joa dda, oà Lad ayl amaso Jods asolo Nufaios aspe - oto] pas 
Moos, JH] Je) bib carson 23: j.22 o joo No P oor 
ocol ©4041} fisas foaomisf! Lasag vammaa ood pS] ooo] h 
lise q> Jh Doo aoi) ausis esed M wH jpo jos Lasan 
L2eS -ho oO Sous; xal Jl: Noel «M Jya “copoly 
Slo» Ssaty ot] v Pood l «9o oo] < oa] Sob] 


L Corr. from 92. 


bishops, and said to them : « Assemble together, and come let us debate 
about the faith ». And the bishops on hearing it were alarmed; and they 
write to him saying, « Wait for us »; but he knew that they desired to send 
abont the blessed Simeon, and he continued pressing them more, thinking, 
« Lest they send and inform him and he come, and again we shall not be able 
lo speak a word». But they on their part wrote a letter and horsemen ', and 
sent after him. And, when he heard it, he rose promptly aud took two Arab 
mares’, and quickly arrived among them. And, when they saw him, they 
rejoiced greatly, and gave thanks to God; and they rose and went to the 
man who had written to them, while he had no notion that Simeon was in the 
land of the Persians, but supposed that he was in Saracen territory. The 
blessed Simeon says to the believing bishops, who were five : « Lo!, as soon 
as the Nestorians see me, they will be amazed; and, beeanse they will not 
knoow what to say, they will end by saving this, * We will not permit this 

ito join in the discussion with us, sinee he is a disturber’. But do you 


1 


em HE vou are not willing that all of us should join in the diseuss- 


íocardinasanimals', perhaps dromedaries P.-zinitb, s. v. 12253 


F147] LIFE OF SIMEON THE BISHOP. 1^7 
coto]. qna exo Laak, olpus «or pax» ay vun. JI 
Im. Je: 2e saan «oro ha, asp jlo eel Slo amar Llo 
oa Jijas -uamo woh aNu hai oal Catary DAS LoD oot 
nN! ei qe «2333 d Aga Laag vol v! Looms 5%? Apo 
Hl Janam las Sos Jh ; oaao Aaa faäsaao Laja Sa 
EN «el Ss J p. [sasia re ssi arco Gay fod. hs Ow) 
+>} Ms bja Maly [2S9 [13:50 Mic. wb cane Jvdsas NI 
Molano ooo cel Jaap oni) 6 MADE cia Jlo oa Loot 
Jlasapa ha ly has? - Jlassasc: Ss S&O cool «el soo las 
Whpeih Jhatrasoty Ja jjj spo fain vps Oly chaol JNN 
fs; Look o roa pol Q9, asso frp. Saoads ash. 430 
oan apo NO <% joa «53. ogs < y! nuaa foot Aaa, 
ooh] faas Laaa Las? cabo alado (aap road 
ARAM Laxoa Nas J Aa 3e: JyJio on NS] hasas, pax oakao 


ion, then neither will we ourselves hold discussion with yon’ ». Then at 
the sight of the blessed Simeon these men were astounded and disturbed; aud 
they were also caught and did not know what to do. To decline the debate 
would bring ridicule upon them, since if was they who had originated the 
debate ; and again to speak aud be defeated would bring disgrace upon them. 
The blessed Simeon again says to them: « If you desire to debate with us, 
we need umpires and an audience to hear the discussion between us, lest we 
fall into empty talk. But let us in the presence of an upright audience 
speak a few words that will refute and be refuted », They say to him : « If 
you want an audience, we on our side will ask the king’s marshan who is 
here ». He on his side says to them : « Neither will we refuse to accept 
the marzban's decision ». Then all together were going to a Magian to 
argue about the faith; even as this too was brought about by divine dispen- 
sation, that even through the heathen the true mystery of the right faith 
might be proclaimed. And, when they had taken their seats opposite one 
another and begun to discuss, the great catholicus, whose name was Babai ', 
inasmuch as he took precedence over all, first said : « My lord, we inform 
your high excelleney that these men are the kings enemies, and their faith 
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agrees With that of the Romans, and they convey the secrets of the kingdom 
to the Roman dominions ».. Dut this wretehed catholicus, because he kuew 
that ib he opened his month on the subject of the faith he would be put to 
"inanes began to make accusation, not knowing that God would put him to 
shares and, because he did not know what to do, had recourse to accusation. 
Bul that governor as i inspired by the grace of God answered liim, saving: 
These are our alfairs, not yours. Hi we learn thal as a matter of faet these 


things are so, we will attend to them, You on aecount of the enmity that 


u have toward one another say these things to uns; but we for 
ur part will nol receive these statements from von», Then an expression 
olthar as ollered to the Magian by the believers, who said, « Your judg- 
went ds just and upright». The governor says to the catholieus : « W you 


have anything else to say, aboul your faith, say on »..— Babat the catholicus 
avs do hn i: My ford, as to our faith we have to speak about a certain 
nike us, who was born From a woman as we were, and upon whom the 
FofGod came down on aweount of his uprightness and his righteousness; 

tas the King of Kings might dnd a beggars son in a dungheap 

doam, e arseament here adyancel must þe gseribed te Simron: bul Chal 


els pataonto there months eredat dudaens '. 2. As the verb is 
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1. Ms. om. stop. But perh. something has fallen out. 


girt with rags, and give orders about him that they should. raise him from 
the duugheap, and strip the rags with which he was wirt olf him and clothe 
him in royal rannent, and the king might issne an order « Let evervone 
name this man my son », and, because that poor man found grace in the 
king's eyes, he also conferred upon him the honour of being called his sou, 
so God was pleased to name this man to whom the contention between us 


relates his Son by grace, when he is nol so by nature». And he came to 
an end, The governor says: « What do you say?» — Simeon says : « We 


know that your wisdom will not go astray. Therefore we entreat you by the 
great God (may he prolong your days) oul of all the statements whieh the 
catholicus has made to investigate two, and examine and judge fairly». He 
says to him: « Tell me which ». He says to him : « Since the eatholicus 
slated in the presence of vour highness that an ordinary man hke us was 
born of a woman, let your wisdom put this question to hiu. Whereas we 
are born ofa woman from the seed ofa man, inquire! Trom him as to the 


man who he told vou was born of a woman like us, was he frome the seed of 
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1. 2+ erased follows. 


a man like us, or whence was he ».. The governor says to the catholicus : 
« What say vou about these things? Was the man of whom you spoke to 
me from the seed of a man, or whence was he?» But he was struck with 
shame, and he cond not say that he eame Trom seed, He says to him : « lle 
did not come from seed ». He says to him, « And whence is his conception? » 
Ile says to him : « Ht is written that it is from the Holy Spirit». He says 
lo them : « Lo! therefore vou lied when you said that he is an ordinary man 
like us. Lot therefore his conception and birth are not like us, but above 
us; lor we lor our part never heard that a man was born without seed. And, 
if in the case of this man whom you accuse you have yourself on the other 
hand testified that he was born without copalation and without seed, he ts 
not an ordinary man like ns: and by your own testimony you have been 
condemned, and these men speak truth rather than you ». While the party 
ol the helievers were proceeding to extol the governor with praises, Simeon 
says do the marzban : « My lord, let them confess one more point iu the 
presence P your wisdom, and let us dispense with lengthy speech ». He 
sa Sa. What?» Simeon says to him : « Since the catholicus said to 


n S that the hing of kings takes a poor man’s son from a dung- 
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heap and clothes him in royal raiment, and orders him to be called his son, 
and therefore by grace everyone calls him the king’s son while he is not his 
sou by nature, let your highness put the question to him : ‘Has that poor 
man's son (though the king takes him and names him his son while he is 
not so according to his own f very statement!) a natural father? Or whence 
was he born?’ Inquire? from him who is the father of the man also of whom 
he speaks. Has he a natural father? and if not let him show in your 
presence whence he was born and who his father is». When the catholicus 
received the questions put by the marzban, with the whole assembly of his 
bishops, they closed their lips and hung their heads, and could not utter a 
word; and when the judge sharply insisted on their declaring the father of 
him of whom they were speak, they confessed thal he was born from God and 
without copulation, 

The governor says : « Therefore if God was his father his son also is 
God. And, if again a man was his father and he eame from the seed of 
copulation like us, he himself also was a mau as you said before. But by the 
words that you have spoken you have refuted and condemned yourself; and 
men who are fewer than you hold the true and sound logieal position, and 


the thing is as they say by your own testimony. ». Then the believing 


1. Or * proper character’. — 2, See p, 39, n. 2 
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bishops continued giving vent to exclamations (gov%:), saying, « God preserve 
your wisdom and your uprightness many years. God multiply your great- 
ness many times, and grant you a good life ». And so they separated, the 
Nestorians having been put to shame., This was also the occasion of this 
saints episcopate; beeanse they often pressed him to accept ordination to 
the episcopate, and he would not consent; but, after he had come out victo- 
rious, they seized him by foree and made him bishop for a place called Beth 
Arsham', and thereforward he bore the title of metropolitan bishop of Beth 
Arsham. And so he wonld go about in the interior countries beyond the 
Persians and make disciples, and convert men from paganism and Magisin, 
and return again to the same country, and strennously meet those who held 
the impious doctrine of Nestorius in the same contests; and these were again 
inflamed with hatred against him. And some moreover of the most eminent 
among them made ernel aceusatious against him and all the believers. as 
vell before the Persian king, Then he issued an order that all the belie- 


\ bishops. should be arrested, and all the chief arehimandrites, and 
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1. Ms. om. 9. 


committed to prison at Nisibis; wid thus they were arrested and imprisoned 
in bitter confinement (as is the custom of the Persians who imprison withont 
mercy) for seven years, being subjected to great distress and severe tral 
(6v), so that the mouth is too small for us to describe that distress. And 
then, after their own lives had wasted away, and they were all already 
knocking at the gate of death, from the distress and also from the length of 
time, an account of these things was written to the king of Aethiopia; and, 
since he also was a believer, he made this request though his ambassadors 
of the Persian king, and he released them from that distress. But after a 
time much accusation was again made against them before the king by the 
Nestorian bishops, who said : « Our people hold the faith among all Christians 
and in all kingdoms ». When the blessed Simeon learned these things, he 
came to the king’s court, and strenuously contended in the refutation of this 
falsehood. But the Magians, being mueh worried by them, since they did 
not know how to judge and decide between them, issued an order in these 


terms : « Whoever of you wishes it, permission is given to him to go out 
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J Ms. ins, € inil. over tuarg., uppy. in same hand, — 2. Ms. om. 


and go round among the kings of the Christian peoples, and among the 
chief bishops and authorities, and bring us their faith and their seals, that 
we may know which party among you speaks well and shows great cor- 
rectness ». Bat this earnest blessed man, when he heard these words, 
rejotecd with great jov; and from the ardour of his zeal, since he had thus set 
lis Face to the task, the labour of going! from peoples to peoples, and [rom 
kingdoms to kingdoms was not reckoned by him as anything at all, but he 
undertook this with joy as something Hight and easy and of no moment ?. 
And he set out at once. withont delay in his zeal, in order to traverse the 
frontiers of the peoples aud the kingdoms, not being hindered or frightened 
by fear of anything, not of the great length of the intervening space, nor 
the dangerous character of the countries on Recount of robbers, nor the 
erossines of the rivers; nor the long distances to be covered, and, what is 
greater than all, not even the burden of his old age; but thus, in coufideuce 


ou God and the ardour of his burning zeal, he made light of everything, and 


L Ms om, x The renon for the journey ean hardly have been as here slated, sinee the Por- 
i would have no object in inking the inquiry and kuew well that the Nestorians differed from the 
Hie empire aad therefore favoured then Moreover it was to the interest of the Nesto- 
ss apen the difference, nol to deny doef poli. 07. Bark. doc. says Chats. obtained 
hing to onmeenraze the Menophlissiles te hobl their services freely and to defend them 
" wdding lii he reecived certilieales tram Greeks, Armenians, aud Syrians, 

Fare tle Nestotians, 
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1. Ms. 0% 


set out and travelled in all countries im which the preaching of Christ had 
set foot, eastern and northern and southern, wherever there were peoples 
and kingdoms to whom the preaching of the gospel (:b2y-2..0v) had penetrated, 
in the east and the north and the south; but toward the west he came only 
as far as the royal city, and he ended his course there, the third time that he 
came up', while we were present there. The good and merciful God there- 
fore, who does not fail to reward zeal for his name, on seeing the man's 
purpose of mind and his zeal, and that he underwent weariness no less than 
that of the apostles without shrinking, himself also bestowed upon him in 


no less degree than upon them his gift that was given to the apostles, of 


speaking with new tongues. For, whatever people's country he entered, 
on the third day that came he would speak with them in their own tongue, 
thanking God who had visited him. And xo also he even delivered an expo- 
sition in the chancel (zua) in the churches of all the peoples to whom he 
went; and on this aecount he would declare and say to us with tears, « In 
this matter T recognised clearly that God had visited me and strengthened 
me, and that he had not withheld his grace and his mercy from me ». But 


1. The second veeasion is not mentioned, unless two visits are here iitended, the third. being 
that recorded below (p. 157, 1. 6). 
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he reflected, « What parchments (yars) and what rolls are capable of going 
through all this wear of long and protracted journeys through the countries 
without being torn to pieces? » And for this reason, and in order that the 
certainty of the writing might remain without suspicion of alteration, he made 
ereat linen. cloths and medicated them, so that they might take writing, 
whieh also will, 1 think, be preserved by ihe believers in the land of the 
Persians Tor ever; and on them he would accordingly write the belief of every 
people in their own language from their archbishops, and above the belief he 
allixved the seals of the hing of that people and of the bishops of the same 
and of their chief men in lead upon these eloths, and thus confirmed it, acling 
thus among all peoples and all tongues among the believers‘, going about 
and taking their belief and the seals of their soverans and of their. high- 
priests. Amd thus be collected the belief of many peoples and of many 
tongues on these cloths. Awl he turned back alter seven years and went 
) 


away iP sand, while he was ou lis way back, the king in whose days he had 


farted died, amd the magnates who had been umpires. and his son succeeded 


Motinphissiles:— Fherefore he went onb lo those who agreed with hiu. What kings 
of Abyssinia amelan Atab shatkho or Iwo are meant is not easy lo see. — 2 This 
tau from below. — a. Kawal who dk sept, 331, 
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I. Ms, oio. — 2, Ms, eee. 


him; and he proceeded to stir up war in the territories of the Romans‘, and 
his appearance before the authorities was not carried out. But it became 
known lo all men living in the country of the Persians that the evil doctrine of 
Nestorius flourished there only, while all peoples and tongues abhorred it; 
and this glorious old inan was yet more emboldened against them, In this 
same zeal then some occasion called him to go up to the queen of the Romans, 
to ask her for a letter to the chief queen of the Persians about the affairs of 
the believers, aud, if it were possible, to go up in the same zeal to the terri- 
tories of Rome. And she gladly consented, because she had in fact been 
well acquainted with his earnestness and his zeal for some time: and she 
detained him there for the space of one vear, holding him in great honour. 
And God saw the saint's labour, and that he had grown old and very feeble. 
and his signal gave command and he fell asleep there, in our presence; so 
that his presbyter who himself also was devout and. virions, whose name 
was Paul, lived with us in the domicile of the glorious. patrician Probus for 
two vears?, while at all seasons we meditated together upon the eloquence 
L Not till 538. His first act was lo make peace (833; Chr. Edess;, A. 7.833, Zach Rh 1, 7 


2. Probably 540-542; see Introd. and Dyakonov, p. 50. ziüneon's stay ii Constantinople will. then 
have been 539-540. 


* 


38r b 


ie JOHN OF EPHESUS. t158] 
chaika ariaa . Haosa Naad, vooskläso worasacmso «93304 
Jlasradso oh wise „200l vole Ribas LjmunasajSle Lago 
Jluas Jo Jie Joa pad Adagio «ooi oa Naon [3799 
vores] leas poni <œ] Joa oio yo acy Jh haai led 
Loss Slo aaa vs Ji Wl eiN5;a) hiraad, pul frond, o 

slats Jeson florenos s. Na seus las of 


rain dance pase sina mur Anl 
erwi 


rfSangmuaSrea j,91u» "niei ana rfóuxzó “aah. 
dues road a 


£o Jiao “foto Exon fate H Jes voi. Lue e» haag 
So Jilaso o» Jas wohl - ohio woos | Od AMAR) AM 


1. Ms, #9 — 2, This ch. is in P, f 186 r° b. Bos — 3. B om. — 1. Ber — 5. B Ipo bi 


ol the holy old man Simeon and on his treatises and his proceedings against 
the heretics (aiz:stzzu, Nestorians and Manichees, and followers of Bar Daisan 
amd Eutychianists; since he also eomposed a work of instruction and books 
of objections against the hereties, and he write many letters on the faith to 
many believers everywhere, some of which in the saint's own handwriting 
we inherited in order to supplement his blessing. But at last that presbyter 
also as well fell asleep in the same city, bearing the testimony of a devout 


manuer of lfe. 
The history of Mar Simeon the bishop the Persian debater is ended. 
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TROM FAL COUN ERY OF ANZETENE '. 


This blessed man belonged to a distinguished, great, and rieh family 
and, when all the members of his family yivog), his parents iuelnded, 


Lial the whole household and the wealth were left in this man’s hands, 
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and also in the hands of another kinsman older than he; and he practised 
deceit and was a man of artful tricks and a dog like Nabal’; aud he was 
moreover engaged in the affairs of the praetoriani?. Bwt this virtuous Harfat 
lived in pure and simple fashion and spent a guileless life within the house like 


Jacob?, having committed the whole management of it to that kinsman of 


his; and he himself as far as he vould gave his attentiou to the needy aud 
to the salvation of his soul, while his soul was indeed vexed aud he was 
distressed at the multitude of male and female slaves, and hired servants 
and outsiders, and the other luxuries of the household; and he would think 
in himself, and say : « Wherefore do I need all this parade, while debtors go 
on bringing interest and bonds continue to be exacted every day? »; but 
the blessed man was oecupied with thoughts that were adverse to these 
things, After a little time the bishop of a place called Arsamosata died, 
and they came to make the blessed man bishop, that is in the Clalcedonian 
communion‘; but he shrank from this, When they saw that this man had 


absolutely refused, under the inducement of riches aud high position they 


1.1 Sam., xxv, 3. — 2. Se. the civil servants in (he governors office Jen GUTES NX eae 
^. This would be nol eartier than 519, and we tind in fact a Monopliss te bp. of Arsantosata at thal 
lime (Zach. Rh.’, vni, 5). 
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seized his kinsman, a layman, and made him bishop; and, when he had 
became bishop. the blessed man continually required of him to divide the 
estate; in order that he himself might distribute his share (2203) among the 
needy, and he would not agree, saying, v While F live, ad shall not be 
divided ». Now they had abont five thousand denarii, besides all the rest of 
the estate, and, when that man had gone to his see, the blessed man 
distributed as much as he could among the needy, and committed the rest 
lo our Lord, saying, « Lord, thon hnowest the readiness of my mind, and 
the facto moreover: that neither hast. thou commanded me to continue in 
contention and shife. Henceforth, Lord, dispose thou my wretched soul 
to Jive before thee according to thy will». 
Then the blessed man left the house and the otliee of the chorepisecopate 
hich he had held for some years, and withdrew to à convent of the solitary 
l And, beeause be was very simple, and thought that this was the 
unmalion of perfection, he went and made great heavy irons and pnt 


Ihem upon himself, that is on bis neek and on his hands and on his Teet, 
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two on each. Aud lie went and settled ou a certain mountain about three 
miles from the cultivated land, and he did not take or recetve any part 
whatever of his property, hut he would. sit thus on that mountain, mourning 
and weeping and groaning for the rest of life whieh had been spent aud had 
passed from him in vain. But, when he had stayed a eousiderable time in 
these mountains, ir consequence of the quantity of snow and the severity of 
the cold the blessed man suffered great distress and was brought to the 
point of death. Then a certain believing lady made a hut for him. and in it 
he would sit and weep night and day, though many said to him, « What is the 
cause of this weeping of yours that is thus incessant and not for a limited 
season? — The mau who weeps out of sorrow for his sins has seasons. 
Why do vou thus weep like a baby over your eatiug and your silting down 
and your rising up? » But, when he heard these words, the blessed man’s 
sols would rose all the more, aud his very speech to the man who was 
addressing him was mingled with weeping, while. die expressed himself 
saying, « Who, my sons, will not weep. when he sees a decayed and putrid 
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corpse Thrown down in his house? Who will. not mourn for the sons of 
youth Mir to behold) and of attractive age, when he sees that death has 
corrupted their features, and they bave become mire and putrescence and 
loathsome worms in place of the attractive beauty of elildliood? And, if 
men weep for these with sobs, how shall E not now wail bitterly for my 
wretched sont thal was fashioned in the likeness of angels with all beauties, 
and lo! is dead m sim aud decayed through evii deeds aud cast down inthe 
house ol the body, ind in which corrupt and abominable thoughts ereep about 
like worms? How shall £ iot weep for my moments that have been speut 
by me in vain without my. perceiving ih? How shall 1: not monrn for my 
days that E have uselessly wasicd one by one without knowing it? And now 
lo! the terrible sentence of torment is prepared for ime, which the workers of 
iniquity deserve! For His reason | ought not only to weep, but also to 
mourn and wall dike a jackal aml increase mourning as of a jickal's whelp 
for my fife that has been spent. for my moments that have been consumed, 


formy years that have been lost; for my Cine that bhas been wasted, for my 
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soul that is dead in sin, for my body that has been made à grave during my 
life, for my son} that is dead in evil deeds, tor the judgment that has arrived, 
for the end of lile that has overtaken me, for the terrible sentence of justice, 
for the moment when the command will go forth, * He who hath not wedding- 
garments, let his hands and his feet be bound and let him be cast into outer 
darkness’'. And Tor what reasons, pray, O men, do vou advise me to cease 
crying woe upon my lfe at all moments? » And thus this man used to cause 
all men to marvel and be amazed, nntil the report of his mortification and of 
his atliction penetrated to every place, And, when we heard these things, 
we made it our object to obtain a sight of this blessed man. And, having 
done this, we went and entered his presence; and so we found him in the 
sume state, silting in dejection, and in great infirmity on account of the 
labour and the abstinence, as well as from the weight of these irons. And, 
when we had enjoyed his society for a day and two days, and had gained 
freedom (2255552) of speech in his presence, and continued saving to hun 
« Wherefore, O our father, have vou burdened your body with the weight 


ol all this iron? », he said to us, « On aeeount of my sins», And, when. * 
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we were on another oceasion conversing with, him, we again said to him : 
« What regulation commands this matter of the irons to be carried out? », 
and, « H we seek fo humble our body to the earth by labours of asceticism, 
cannot we humble it without irons? »..— Afler we had addressed many words 
to the blessed man, he continued to weep and sigh : and at last he said to us : 

And now, sir, what do you wish done 2». And L joking a little with him, 
said to him: « We wish you to throw off these irons which are a useless 
burden, and Jade yourself instead of them with the burden of labours 
performed with knowledges and thus vou will please God». But ihe blessed 
man was much annoyed at these words, saving, « H were better for me that 
ms head were removed and not these irons». And ] turned upon him with 


the words :« For what reason? »  Buthe in his simplicity said, « On aecount 
lu ins, and on account of the stumbling-block put in men's way ».. Bul 
vo pitied the infirmity of his body, and wished to remove these 


iron kim, said to him : « Lo! therclore see, our father, that the matter 
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of the irons is addressed only to men, but there is nothing in them that brings 
near to God: but | even fear lest they lead away from life; since God gave 
no commandment about irons. But, if we seek to conduct ourselves according 
to knowledge and fulfil God's commandments, we shall hear from him what 
he said, * Learn of me for I am mild and lowly in my heart’, and, « Whoever 
smiteth thee upon thy cheek »; and first ‘Thon shalt love the Lord thy 
God'; and again * Thou shalt tove thy neighbour as thyself’; and again 
‘Whoever will take thy cloak’ ', besides the other things which the Lord 
taught and commanded us in his preaching. If, our father, you wish to 
please the Lord, it is by these things and by the others that are like them 
that you will please; but by irons God will never be pleased; but they even 
become sources of detriment to the soul... For now, as von said, vou are a 
sinner; and we or others who see you with irons hanging on vou think to 
ourselves that von are a great and holy man, and a worker of miracles. 
If you are so, you do well in hanging irons on yourself », When the blessed 


man heard all these things, his heart trembled and he said : « IH itis so, and 
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they tend Co cause loss, | do not desire to sulfer loss; for as for me it is my 
earnest endeavour to amass gain, and not loss ». And so he committed 
himself to our Lord, and to us; and by the aid of many strong men we took 
these irons olf him: and thenceforth he subjugated himself by double labours 
in their place, insomuch that aller seven years we returned to him, and we 
found him thus living a hard life; and thns he ended his days with great 


glory, 


The history of Harjat the chorepiscopus ts ended. 


NII. — NEkNT THE TWELPEIE HISTORY, OF TWO. HOLD SISTERS, WIO WERE 
CALLED DNUGHTElRS. OF THE GIELE BEST AND ONE PERIOUMED. HER TASK IN 


AMIDA, AND THE ATER EN THELEA DMAUZLATHU, 


Inasmuch as we learn from the divine Paul who says that in Christ Jesus 
is no male nor female’, it bas seemed wood 1o us to introdnee the history of 


persous also who were by nature females; for the subject of their lives does 


Toa Nels IN, ah (See p.e 175 5 bul, as the word as in fhe absolute gaby. nol the 
u domisli nol be rendered as a proper tame, — 2. Couslantiia. — 3. Gal, HI 28. 
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not fall short of the standard of the series of the histories of the saints: since 
neither is the course of life of these persons lower than that of* the high 
path in which each oue of these walked, but their habits of hfe also are 
great, and surpass written narratives. These virtuous blessed women then 
were sisters in the body, of whoin one, the elder, was called Mary, and one 
Euphenia. But this Mary was a pure. virgin, aud ehose for herself 
from her clildhood quietude and renuntiation and great labours of fasting 
and nich watching, iid constant prayers, and exertion in the way of charity 
or of pilgrimage. This woman therefore formed the phu of gomg up to 
Jerusalem, aud in the holy country in whieh the dispensation for the sake ol 
the salvation of all was carried out there to worship and retiru to her 
employment?. When then she had gone up and prayed, she stood before 
the place called Golgotha, and was lifted np with eestasy, and she remained 
standing there three days aud three nights, while men came and saw her; 
aud the custodians wished to drive her away; and on seeing that she was a 


feeble old woman, and further that she was standing in prayer they let her 
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alone. And from that time she used to sit there in the temple, and again 
she continued going round and praying Por three years, without. entering 
anyone's honse or speaking with human beings. And she did not sleep 
outside the church, or yet ash uything from human beings; but she would sit 
among the poor and pass the night with them, m the church and wherever 
Homeht bet. And, if it chanced that anyone came and gave charity in the 
place where she happened to be, she would stretch out her hand and receive 
iy and, af the sum received by her reached twenty minae, she would nol 
afterwards accept anything more: and, if she received. more than twenty 
minae, she wonld give them to someone else; but with these twenty she 
would buy bread for Aileen minae, and herbs for two, and pulse for three; and 
so whenever it happened to be she would take her food. But, if ib elianeed 
that no one came to the place where she happened to be, she would sit in 
the same way, and for three aid four days, and as much as a week she 

Est sent, with her mind wrapt np in heaven. Usually her seat was 


in ol Golgotha, while she sat with her eyes raised, and looking 


l Dis will the stateimenlbabose Thal sbe never passed a nieht eutside the church. 
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in eestalie wonder and weeping, just as if she were looking at God fastened 
to the cross amd standing there, with the result that, white she sat there 
in admiration every day, those who saw her looked upon her as a mad 
woman, or as some oll person who had become silly; and thus she 
eompleted three vears there in her praying. And afterwards some persons 
who knew her and were well acquainted with her adinirable modes of lite 
eame thither and found her sitting before Golgotha with her eyes raised and 
looking at it, and weeping with eestatie wonder. And on seeing her they 
fell down and made obeisance to her, and saluted her; but she was troubled, 
because she did not wish that men should know her there. Then. these 
persous told many about the perfect modes of [ife of the blessed. woman 
from her childhood down to her old age, and many marvelled at her. And 
thenceforth those in whose eyes she had been reckoned as a foolish old 
woman, and as if she sat there for the sake of charity in order to live the 
bodily life, began to honour her as a great and holy woman, entreating her 
to pray for them. But the blessed woman when she saw it, inasmuch as she 
was struck with fear lest she should be honoured by me1 and lose her labour, 


fled thence immediately, being distressed at her expulsion from the holy 
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place, inasmuchas she had intended to remain there in that occupation all her 
lifetime. And so she departed, and went down again to the East ; and she 
determined that all her life she would once every vear offer worship in the 
place where God suffered. And thus she did, travelling along that road iu 
the season ol extreme heat, and she did not taste anything except every other 
day, while she carried nothing whatever except one small basket (auo), 
which she fastened to her arm, and one salver: and thus she travelled. And 
she imposed this labour upon herself every vear all the days of her life, 
returning and applying herself to constant pravers and supplications and tears, 
all the days of her quiet life; and so she would when her time came again 
return and go up to Jerusalem, and accomplish her vow and come back to 
her usual habits, insomuch that great deeds of power were wrought by her 
presence, not by her will and her words. But she herself shrank greatly 
fom such things, aud it was not pleasing to her that anyone should say 
aus thine of the kind to herz and, if anyone wished to press her, he did not see 


her ag Por this devout woman guarded herself carefully against pride 
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and repressed vain glory, lest she should lose her labour. But her sister 
;uphemia, who was younger than she, bad in her childhood been united to 
a husband, and had had one daughter, who hersell also had been trained 
from a tender age in religion. But afterwards, since this woman's husband 
had died, Euphemia herself and her little daughter formed the kouselold, 
insomuch that she thenecforward came to herself! from the secular order 
of life, and turned to the practices of her sister which she had been practising 
for a Jong time, and lived in the order of devoutness and in the religious 
habit (772), while she also learned the psalms by heart, and taught them 
to her daughter; for her daughter also had while she was a child. been 
splendidly trained in the psalms and in the Scriptures and in haudwritinz. 
And from that time she appointed fixed hours for reciting service and for 
the prayers, those of the night and those of the day: and, while observing 
her sister's asceticism and the rest of her practices, she herself. practised 
another high and sublime order of life, while she in fact carried out both, 
the observance of abstinence and the practice of relief of the distressed. But 
this admirable woman decided in her mind not to introduce into her house 
other men's bread that was not wained by the work ol her hands; aid, if id 
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came in, netllier she her daughter tasted any of it. But, because they were 
fine and excellent workwomen, they would weave two pounds only of goat's 
wool vari for a denariis, which she received from great ladies of the city and 
worked up, buying their small supply of provisions with half. of it, 
and assigning the other half to the relie of the poor and the siek and 
the prisoners, while every day she would take cooked food and bread and 
wine fo every place where there was anyone in bouds or shit np in prison or 
anywhere else, and again she would go round all the streets of the city, aud 
wherever she found a stek inan or a cripple, or a blind man or an old. man 
who could not stand, she would sit by the side of each one of them and ask 
him, « What, my brother, do vou wish? Would you like me to buy vou 
some bread. and herbs only? Or do you perhaps wish for something else 
instead of this? or do vou perlitps wish me to go and buy von some line 
vheaten bread? »/— Aud. whatever the man, whoever he might he, said, il 
iewd-eovering was in its place, she did not leave him till she had satisfied 
Vid, if she had uo coppers at hand, she would run to her house aud 

oe artiele of their furniture and go and pawn ib, and. thas she would 
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satisfy that indigent man; and there could not be any sick poor man among 
those lying in the streets who escaped her so that ske did not visit him either 
twice or once in the day, inasmnch as she was capable of ramming about all 


day. But she would go round the courts of the houses and ask, « Is there 
e fen) 


lere a needy orphan, or a poor old sick widow? ». And so in tlie ease of 
: | 


everyone whom she found sick, according to the extent of ler possessions she 
would buy for him, fine wheaten bread and. frnit, and wine for anyone Tor 
whom she knew it to be proper, and would go round and distribute it to 
them. And, iit happened that she had uot by her wherewithal to salis 
any: inan whoever he might be as was proper, nothing whatever would prevent 
her from at least bringing him apples or pomegranates or fish or bread, and 
sitting by him and taking him by the hand, and ashing him « What has 
alllieted you, my sou ? », adinonishing and saying, « Be not dejected because 
you are iu distress and have no consolation. Blessed are vou for the number 
of unending blessings that are prepared for vou in that world. in return for 
these distresses which are passing by npon vou. Look at Lazarus, how 


because he endured and was patient and did not murmur hie inherited the 
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kingdom of heaven. » And so the poor used to call her ‘our comfort and our 
visitor Blessed truly is that soul for the number of souls that are laden 
with gratitude to her and with her bounties, like those of the original Tabitha, 
and display them to God the all-seeing: and accordingly this woman was 
called Tabitha all over the ety. And, when all the high-placed men and 
women of the eity saw her strennonsness and her zeal, and saw that she was 
distressed: because she could not visit the distressed in a liberal fashion, 
vervoue Who was earnest im seeking what was for the good of his life used 
to entreat her to go and take everything that she knew to be required by her 
for the relief of the allfieted and visit them: and thus she was henceforth 
free Prom anatety, beeatse on both points she was much distressed, 
one that she was nnable to releve the siek and aeedy out of. their 
small smount of labour, aud another that she had uot leisure. to devote 
herself te the employment which she had taken upon herself, the work of 
hands, except at night. And therefore her daughter laboured) simple- 
mledh ond withont murmuring night and das, and she would say if any 


of | npenens or anyone else said to her,» Your mother leaves you to 


[175] LIVES OF MARY AND EUPIIEMEN, 175 


Jis Loot ho «29 ow e) adal ees, - Loot Je] Too painaa 


Luins Sudo ha Jiag wawo ^ o D JD Shad js eo: 


LX» fatima asd zlo à coa) haan flax aliaa po deo 
Jo tao hh JKasash Loot [2.50.50 EN JNa, Js sao -loa 
loo Lanas yoana ANa o] Wuase p eX» [seas loro 
Daol, o ooo! Amado Jo aaoo crono woo Lord [1365 
«Qo v noa «Jere P Loot Lan. d so flo alao óc: Laram JRun 
Jer 9d Eh Phe) ving? paslo ferns) Lau Sas], Lise 
Joot DW as} vyl „eoad JKoolds awo Daslo . Ward 
ha e AA wo jal a GN Jos aklan -saad pel aa 
awis a gaian yA Janco wa aj i hoy sy» 
aaan ax» Kal; JKaamso udiso Jl us ods Jo» cM 


1. Eins. ev 


work alone all day », she on her part would say', « My mother's labour ts 
greater than all labours; and l receive strength from God through her 
prayers. » And therefore this blessed woman had a little freedom from 
anxiety, since her daughter laboured for their own necessities, and as far as 
they were able she supplied the needy, and she herself without much 
solicitude carried out the ministration to the distressed and needy and 
alllicted all the day, and afterwards she would further gather them together 
at her house every day and relieve them ont of there labour, And in conse- 
quence many would entreat her to accept what was required for her own 
necessities aud those of her daughter, and she would not consent, saying, 
« May the Lord save me from cating the strength of human. beings, 
aud gratifying my body out of the toil of others while Ht is strong enough to 
work, and reeeiving in my spirit the stains of their sins ». But, if anyone 
pressed her on the other side, she was displeased and would sav, « A truce 
to this charity of yours, since you wish to pollute me with the mire of vour 
sins; my own blots are sullicient for me. God puts strength in me and in 


that poor girl who is with me, both to work for our necessities, and to 
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minister to our brethren according to our power. » Aud so they never ate 
except from the proceeds of their labonr in their house, unless perhaps one of 
them might be constrained on some oceasion to perform au act of friendship! 
somewhere. But in this way they were continnally occupied in this labonr, and 
moreover in fasting also and prayer, and the recital of service ; and, whenever 
the blessed woman was engaged outside in ministering to the needy, she wonld 
perform her offiee zzv». in the street while going from one to another, aud 
likewise also did her daughter too at home as well, and at vespers, nocturns, 
and utatins they recited service together, — A hile then this blessed woman 
was with all her power running in the line of these great practices and in this 
perfect course of life, neither did she miss the great benefit derived from 
another labour, in order that the saving of the Lord to the man whe had the 
five talents who said. « He that hath to him shall be given » 7, might be 
mlfilled: bat, when the perseention took place, and all dhe convents round 

reeity were expelled: from their places, and the adversaries occupied them, 
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sides that they may lie to and be at peace in it, so herself also received and 
relieved the persecuted and alllicted from every place; and, because there was 
no place for the convents to enter away from the hereties, they were 
constrained to find quarters with her as with a devout woman renowned for 
her manner of life. Butshe found means, and hired spacious rooms; and one 
which was suited and adapted for the purpose and of great size she turned 
into an imitation of a martyrs’ chapel, with likenesses and pictures, and 
chests', aud everything, while the oblation also and the Scriptures and 
everything that is proper to a monastery were in it; and she prepared great 
mats also, and curtains and rugs. And for herself and her daughter she 
made provision in a certain inner. chamber; and being a very wise woman 
she alone devoted herself to ministration with the blessed men, and her 
daughter, because she was a child, she would keep in security within hy 
day and? by night, lest by the sight of her she should harm anyone, or be 
herself harmed by anyone through the sight. And so from that time that 
martyrs’ chapel harboured not fewer than ten or fifteen, and as many as 


twenty, while with the labour of their hands which they disposed of outside 
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she would therefore buy wheat and lentils and herbs, and make bread and 
cook lentils and herbs from evening to evening, and thus she would relieve 
them, as many as eame, while she hersell was ocenpied in her ministration 
the whole duy, and moreover also. the blessed men too were ceaselessly 
remitting?) matters to hert. When accordingly they came to her from all 
quarters on account of her love toward God, and the produce of their labour 
was foo small to provide Tor them, she was compelled, iu order to relieve their 
distresses, for their sake to accept what was necessary lor them. while she 
never joined them in tasting of it And, il if happened that there were some 
reverend men among them who constrained her to receive the blessing with 
them, she would bring a triple portion? of her bread and all that she 
requited and set ib before her, and so eai. But, if it happened that strangers 
whom she knew do be in need and not known in the city came, she would 
eo oul dub eo do some persons of high position, and make instant demands 
of them, saying : «€ A mighiy matter it is thal you do toward Christ, 


lose properly all your good things are. nd now lo! von are smearing olf 
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your superfluities ou him, and you think that vour clarity is great. * Woe 
to you, rich men; wail and weep Tor the calamities that are. coming upon 
you’! ». And in accordance with the text « The righteous is bold as a 
lion »*, so this zealous woman would boldly rebuke evervone without fear of 
persons, insomuch that the Ingh-placed men and women of the city were 
afraid of her, and, as soon as she was going up to the threshold and they heard 
that Euphemia was coming up, they would say, « Woe to ns; Tabitha hax 
come upon us to smite us ». And so therefore she would boldly take all 
that she wanted to give to anyone Who was in need, to the blessed guests or 
to sick widows and orphans and needy persons, or perhaps siek men, and 
go down. Bat, if anyone was recalcitrant and did not vive cheerfully, she 
would make him rue the day by her words, saying, « Is it well that you 
thus sit yourself! while slaves stand and wait upon you, and enjoy a variety 
of tastes in dainty foods and in wines, aud ol? pure bread and splendid rues, 
while God is knocked down iu the street and swarms with liec and faints from 
his hunger, and you do not fear him? and how will you call upon him and 
he answer you, when vou treat him with such contempt. Or how will you 
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ask forgiveness from hin? Or how ean you expect him to deliver you from 
hell? » And thus she would pass judgment upon them, so thal those who 
were secular (2) were a little offended against her iir accordance with the 
saying « The fool loveth not one who reproveth him »'.. But she herself was 
so earnestly heut on relieving at all costs distressed and alllieted souls who 
lacked luman comfort and satisfying. their needs that even the whole city 
did not sutlice for her business, but she would even go round the inus and 
roads aud habitations outside also and search, lest there should be any needy 
inan or stranger laid up sick iu one of them, so that she in fact found many 
and relieved them, And some she took into her house, and some she earried 
to siperintendents of hospitals; and gave charge concerning them, and it was 
chielly on her account thal they were received aud tended: for she was 
Known fo great aud small in the city, awl everyone recognised her on seeing 
her even ab a distance by her quick and rapid walk, siuce she would walk in 
this way summer and winter in mud and snow and frost without auything 


wh er on her feet, with her toes bruised and her nails toru out and the 
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blood flowing froin her wounds, and she would not consent even to treat them, 
while everyone was very sorry for her on account of the state in which they 
saw her; for indeed we onrselves too would often jest with her and say to her, 
« Do not kill yourself in so cruel a way, Tabitha »; but she would say : 
« When the end of a thing is corruption and the worm, wherefore do we 
preserve it? »' And she was so energetic in her task that the mouth is too 
small to tell the story of her great labour; for, just as her sister Mary in the 
city of Thella was celebrated for her perfect practices of asceticism and 
quietude and renuutiatiou, so was this woman also in the city of Amida; so 
that the fame of these sisters was spoken all over the East. everyone being 
wrapt in wonder to think how each of them in one peerless mode of life was 
strennously applying herself to store up righteousuess, When then the 
blessed woman had completed a period of thirty years more or less in such 
practices, and her house thundered night and day with the praises of the 


1. This must bave been while John was living in Amida, i. en between 530 and 537 (see Introd.) 
and the story is with his usual carelessness misplaced. for the monks were not in exile at that time, 


and the persecution mentioned must appy. be thal of 537. 
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saints from all quarters, Satan who is always envious of good things did not 
neglect to stir up a trial against them, in order to make them lose the benelit 
of their great and spiritual business and deprive them of it. Then he stirred 
up against them the heretical envy of those who held power in the church, 
cruelly and savagely aud mercilessly, in that they said, « These women are 
disturbing this city, and the citizens fear and honour them more than the 
bishops: sinee their house has been made a cave of robbers‘, and they 
receive and shelter the deceivers ». Aud they sent and arrested them and 
brought them into the chnreh, in order to make them communicants 10 their 
inpiety. When they had brought many inducements to bear upon them 
both in the way of threats and in the way of blandishments aud they did not 
vield, but the blessed woman in confidence thitt fights with death even used 
bement language. saying, « As for me, may the Lord Jesus Christ deliver 
hom communicating with those who divide him, aud with those who 
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a quaternity in place of tlie Holy Trinity »?, and, when those who 
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deserved these words had heard them, they were seized with furious, 
vehement, passionale indignation, and they ordered the blessed woman to 
be confined in the lowest dungeon of the prison as a punishment for ‘this 
audacity’. And so she was confined for thirty days in the dungeon, while 
the whole city entreated. that she might be released; and they bound 
themselves under a curse that she should not come up thence till she received 
the oblation there. And, when she heard it, she would mock at them, and 
sav : « Would that 1 might undergo sufferings in return for the sullering of 
him who suffered for my sake on the cross. | am glad to die here rather 
than to die in denial of my Lord and my God. ». And, when they saw 
that it was impossible, and the whole city was grieved on her account, 
they released her and expeHed her from the whole city; which also 
Satan had been contriving to bring about, And then all the poor of the 
city were oppressed with sorrow and great allliction, Finsomneh that! all the 
people of high position were distressed, But they left, and went to her 
blessed sister Mary, and it was their wish to go up to Jerusalem : and they 
went up and prayed, and returned. And so these blessed women were 
bulleted by the trials (zyóv). of persecution for. five years: and, having 


received one anothers blessing, afterwards, thinking hat the fury against 
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them had perhaps abated, they returned to Amida and eame in secretly, and 
they resided in a eertain gentleinan's. house. And, when it began to 
become known, and the adversaries began to speak about them, those 
in whose house they were rezidiug were alarmed, and they besought them 
to depart, lest (as they said) their house should be plundered. But the 
blessed woman was distressed; and she eried to God, and said : « My Lord, 
thy merey knoweth that T have grown feeble, and there is no more strength 
in ome. ftis sullieient for me». And the same night a summons was sent 
forth for the blessed woman according to the request of her prayer, and she 
Fell into a sickness; and, while these people were troubled on her aecount 
and in fear, she called them, and savs to them : « Be not dismayed, my 
children: for | shall go ont from lamong vou! this week assuredly ». But 
they did not understand her words, to what departure she referred. And she 
called her daughter, who was called Marta, and said to her: « My daughter, 
he comforted in Christ, and keep yourself in purity for the Lord your Lord to 
Whom you were betrothed; and be uot distressed, for Lam not deserting you 


far beit from me, my beloved); bat bam committing you to the Child of my 
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blessed Lady Maria, and to the holy one herself, that by her prayers you 
may be preserved, and may become a temple for the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit of God ». And after laying many charges upon her, and saying 
positively, « | for my part am. going to Christ », and committing her to the 
divine graee, while speaking, she stretched ont lier hand, and made the sign 
over her in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ: and she extended hersell and 
looked toward heaven, and, while her eves were raised toward heaven, her 
soul passed away, while everyone was seized with amazementat her departure: 
and her daughter remained alone solitary and bereaved. And on the next 
day but one alter her mother’s departure, while she was iu misery and was 
sitting in her grief, and she also was near passing away. from life. lo! a man 
came bearing a letter from the blessed Mary, who had passed from the world 
to God ten days before. And certain persons on it coming lo their knowledge 
prevented her niece [rom hearing it aud her soul fitting from sorrow, since 
her whole hope was now this, to go to her blessed aunt, and share her manner 
of life until her end. And Tor this reason they prevented it, lest she should 
hear the news and be overwhelmed with anguish. These satis therefore in 
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this way both finished their marvellous courses together within eight days, 
each of them carrying the great load of her merchandise. The blessed Mary 
completed sixty years in the course of sanctity from her birth down to her 
departure, walking in the read of perfection, and labouring toward God; 
while, as for the blessed Euphemia, she too accomplished thirty-five years in 
this course of perfection, thirty in ministering to the saints, and five in the 
alllictions and the coniliet (¢yév) of persecution', that is of martyrdom for 
Christ's sake. And her blessed daughter vet remained, strengthened by the 
power of her blessing and of her prayer, while she too followed closely in 
the footsteps of these saints, and began after them to take up the strict course 
of their practices. 


The history of Euphemia and Mary the sisters is ended, 


I. HE tminislering do the sands! is lo be taken literally, the so years mms be dated from the 
rseeutien, and, thal of 237 is meant (p. 81, n. V her death would fall taler Chan The composition of 


k, so that we have probably only another iistanec of careless wriling. 
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or THE HOLY Mane! METROPOLITAN or THE CITY or AMIDA. 


After the decease of the believing king Anastasius who is among the saints, 


when Justin? was set over the kingdom, he was making a beginning of 


divisions and contentions in the church of God by introducing the impious 
synod of Chaleedon; and from that time forward by order of the same 
schismatic king everyone who did not assent to the reception and introduction 
of the synod lived under persecution and expulsion, and certain members 


of the ehureh were accordingly banished to various places of exile (2Zostxs). 


Y 


Do 


The beginning of these things occurred in the year eight hundred and thirty 


; 
of Alexander; and from this time forward were clearly seen in every 


man’s ease the love that was in him and the foundation of his heart and the 


l. This name is frequently (hus pointed in msg.. aud I therefore write it so rather than ^ Mara’, — 
2. Mss, ‘Justinian’. — 3. 519. 
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lirmness of his will, those who had! the love of God, and those again who 
had? the love of the world and desire for positions of power and inclination 
toward the renegades, These things therefore quickly reached Mesopotamia, 
nud overtook the holy. Mare bishop of Amida; and he took upon himself to 
suffer persecution and expulsion with Christ, rather than to depart from Christ 
and occupy the temple and the throne of temporal honour?, This) saint 
therefore, with Sergius. aud Stephen and Thomas his notaries (verastes! and 
syneell, were sent toa hand and distant place of exile (get) al Petra: and 
they accepted tt and departed and went; and they were there in great distress 
exceeding their power of endurance, until their lives were near disappearing. 
By reason of this distress therefore the holy Mare was constrained to send 
the virtuous zealous Stephen his deacon and uolary (verás) to the royal 


ell, in the hope that he might perhaps by the thtercession of anyone whom 


Sverbos nel an Hie svt y and the sentenee is uueraunualieal, 2. Ta 219. ‘Thomas was bp. of 
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Innbaily. Seruius is not duo mentioned, and Crom the return to Amida 
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God might put in his way be able to have that place altered for them. But, 
when he went up, the good God, who, as the divine apostle also says, 
‘is faithful and just, who will not permit vou to be tried more than ye are 
able to be tried'* directed the virtuous Stephen to Theodora who came 
froin the brothel (mosvetov), Who was at that time a patrician, but eventually 
beeame queen also with King Justimian?. She therefore, when she learned of 
that distress, as if by divine instigation, because she saw that saint's distress, 
made her merey manifest, and made entreaty to Justinian her hushand, who 
was master of the soldiers (sz9x7422z75 and also a patrician and the King's 
nephew?, that he would inform his uncle, and he might order relief to be 
given to these distressed men, making this entreaty even with tears. And, 
through the grace which cares for every man’s life; it was doue and an order 
went out to them to come to Alexandria. And Stephen the deacon took this 
order, and brought it down, both to them and to the holy Isidore another 


bishop, of Keuneshrin *, who also was exited there with them; and aecording- 
I 8 


1} Cor. X. Ut, — 2. See Proe, Hist. Are, 1x. Justintan’s marriage followed upon Cod, Just, V, 
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BIGGS ra, 


unc rs 


n. 


190 JOIN OF EPHESUS. 1190) 
busy oda ha INep ^ Sao JlisRQ Go» Qoo Joa Lioiase 
spor No or Jed: JNntdraaroo - cats Da a; lans SD Loot Jia 
c No .ooot vM Japon "Se fades .J84 CA were «aoo 
wot ve Joano] xx awia Qoo lo JMXa Do eey 
Jas Jlamses, polo Ikeas n pol eh don] a 
aaz, fk pe japas Joo "iis, dl] oIa ‘par fou cusa] 
flasd «feito <0 Tas Las Jel Paapa JaoMs, JNáko, 
od "jane Na qao latens «fit Lam og oly Lol Jrsife cans 
JN so ool JNasïa} olo gal lard je» a Sado La jard 
JM Mv p~ fensiaas ooa iHa LNA wt JNo0,> EX) 
farsa | aoo] o iex] joa wool Jia» q% hoa oot Root 42 Ja 


eoo: P uota] KOOL $20 004 Pools :j5aazc9] Jk Lao. Je» 


1. B òo brzsagó. — s.p wo. = 3. HBowsBa] p jas «dem. HLan2ge pelo Votes Ieseo. — 1. 
QE. 5 Jio MHS. 6, B adn bjOd29 he — 7. B oin, — 8. B uea. — 9, D bis. — 10. D 
ins. leo. — 1I. B ins, eoo 


ly a great relief and deliverance was effected for these blessed men, because 
at that time this city became a habitation of men driven by persecution 
from all quarters, and a place of reception for men expelled from every place ; 
and from that time the blessed men were quietly settled in the same city. 
But, after a short time, some cause called them to be in need of. a utensil 
usages) such as they make out of the leaves of the date-palin for household 
use; and as it were by the dispensation of God, an old man was found selling 
them who lived ina certain desert in the region of Libya belonging to a 
village called. Mendis', which Hes twenty-four miles above Alexandria, and 
this old man had also come into this desert [rom Palestine under 
persecution, with other blessed men as well as virtuous blessed women also 
who were living in quietude in that place. in a certain tower whieh had been 
set up for defence against barbarians ?. Since therefore this man came from 
the territory. (yéox) of Amida, and the blessed. men who accompanied the 


holy bishop Mare saw that be was an educated man and spoke their language, 
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they brought him, and received his mzy qn! from him, and conversed with 
him; and they inquired also further where he lived. And, when he had told 
them all his affairs, the blessed Stephen and Thomas the deacons conceived 
the desire of going out to that place; and he conducted them, and they went 
out with him: and they saw the blessed men driven out by persecution who 
were with him and the blessed women, and the quietude of the place also 
attracted them. And they also told them about a certain large pit that lay 
near the place in the deser! at a distance of two miles, in which someone 
had once lived?^: and they went and saw it. And from that time the blessed 
Thomas, with whom the chief part of the story and the course of the 
narrative are concerned, formed the plan of going down and living in that 
pit; a luxurious and dainty man, who from his ehildhood had been brought 
up like a king’s son, who was also a descendant (yévos) of Ishakunt Bar bar ee: 
who was a patrician; who was mighty and great and eminent above all who 
were in the East: and the blessed Thomas moreover possessed an estate 
(òsta) and male and female slaves, and great riches; and he was so luxurious 

1. This must be the name of the utensil whieh they required. Tt probably represents: soie Greek 
word, — 2. The same is stated in Susan's case (eli, 27 0 and it as perh. the same cave. Tomek ane 


would have expected Susan to be mentioned as the bast occupant, — 3. CH. tach. Rho. vtr, w. Naldeke: 
conjecture * Arsacids’ (Arshakuni), hesilalingd adopted by v. D. and L., is quite vat of place. 
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and dainty that he nsed to clean his face and his hands with water more than 
ten times a day, This saint then, who lived under these conditions, now in 
opposition to these things formed the resolution of acquiring ascetic habits. 
But, when bis object became known, that he wished to do these things, then 
everyone who heard it would as it were laugh at his purpose, saving, « Alt 
that delicacy and luxury wants to dwell in the waste uninhabited desert ». 
And, though the blessed Stephen had the intention of doing spiritual serviee, 
vet, because he was feeble and siekly of body, he refrained from doing 
these things, saying, « For ourselves this is (oo great a thing to live m the 
desert on account of our fecbleness; but, my brother, let ns look after our 
soul, and gain a desert by our manner of life and our heart, and always 
entreat the Lord to cause his grace to shine upon us ». When they had 
relurned to the city, the blessed. Thomas provided for the concerns of his 
ell, doing every thing in secret, and he gave his key Tda) to the bishop's 
vellarer zakasni, and for some reason was blessed by the saint without his 


knowing of itt; and he departed and returned to the place, and went straight 


houl Mare huowinz his purpose”. 
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to that pit, bravely applying himself thenceforward to asceticism and vigil 
and protracted recitation of services. But he used to go down into that pit 
and come up again, that he might not put force upon his body all at once and 
faint and be overcome, while the blessed men who were the occasion. of his 
going out to that place supplied his necessary requirements, And so in 
that pit he laid great and grievious labours upon himself, aud was without 
ceasing continuously occupied in weeping and sorrow anl mourning for 
his sins, and these blessed men (since these also were very perfect in their 
mauner of life) used to relate to me', « Whenever we see the blessed Thomas, 
we find him beating his face, aud saying, ‘Woe to me, my brethren, since | 
have consumed my days in vanity, Woe to me, since my moments have 
melted away iu evil deeds. Woe to me since my life has been squandered 
in works of darkness. The world has deceived me. The demons have 
mocked me. My mind has been lost in the vanity of the affairs of this lying 
world. Pray for me, my brethren, that the merciful God may receive me in 
repentance, and not turn his face away from my hatefuluess. Pray for me 
that the door of merey at which I am knocking may be opened to me, and | 

1. This must have been in 53% (p. 209,; but the words though giver in the present, appear as spoken 


al the beginning of his ascetic life. 
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may find the life of my wretehed soul whieh was lost. AH the earefulness of 
life | for my part expended on these corruptible concerns of this body of 
dust; and life has passed away and death has come near, aud corruption ts 
at hand, amd judgment has overtaken me. Aud what shall } do, my brethren? 
Woe to me woe to me, the erring ene. Where, pray, was my darkened 
mind, that it did not think of these things Ull to-day". As often as he saw us» 
these blessed men used to say to me), « by reason of the sound of his sobs 
aud his weeping and mourning for his soul he would make us also weep ». 
When he had been in that pit six years, because attacks of bodily infirmity 
and the influence of damp vozi had greatly. alfected him, and he had become 
infirm by reason of the severity of the labours which he had laid upon 
himself, they with great bree lifted him out of it. After a space of eight 
years the holy bishop Mare departed from the body iu Alexandria', while 
his two sisters? also who were deaconesses were there in Alexandria, women 
lio are themselves also iu truth among the saints by reason of the greatness 
ir mode of life. And. after the decease of the blessed bishop Mare’, 

Fo depiivalion is unznb, the date as probably 229. Indus ease. as Th, was ia the 
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his sisters with the rest of the company 2530 that was with them prepared 
io carry his bones down to his own country: and they sent the blessed 
Stephen the deacon to Theodora, who had before interested) herself in 
procuring their release from exile ifesan who also at the time had become 
queen‘: and she thereupon issued an order that the blessed man should be 
carried down. „And. when the order came. they therenpon continued 
constraining this blessed miu who loved the wilderness to show his gratitude 
to his holy bishop, and consent to vo down with them with his bones to his 
country. But the blessed man utterly refused 10 do this. saving, « [Ht cannot 
be » And, when they had made many attempts to induce him to conse: 

to vo down, and if he wished, return. saying to him. « Ifyou wish this, 
it would not be right for vou to leave vour estate eset, and vour alfurs to 
chance, but vou ought to vo down and arrange matters as vou wish between 
vourself and vour sister, and come back ». and. when thes had urged him, 
he considered this to he the right course, sinee he eame to this conclusion, 


that it was not in accordance with right that his albur- should remain 
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without provision; and he accepted and went down with them in silence, 
and with his head covered, and his tears always flowing. Aud. when they 
saw that he was constantly weeping night and day, then. these holy women 
also who saw that his tears ran down upon his food, and on the road also 
while he was travelling again the same, and similarly also at his lodging- 
place, being much astonished ai his sorrow, would say to him : « What is 
the matter with vou, father, that von thus constantly weep? » But the 
devout and holy man would say to them : « I weep because I am sick; 
but pray for me ».. But they, as they used to relate, « as if to jest a little 
with him said to him : ‘And what of it? Does a man who is siek thus 
constantly weep? But he said to us : « A man who is seriously ill, if he 
feels that his complaints are giving him pain, weeps even if he does not 
wish it^ oœ. And so we would praise God, who had thought him. worthy 
uch sorrow and weeping and humility, and had given him repentance 
might know his blemishes. But, when they had gone down and 

| city. and the magnates and their kinsmen and the whole city 


l ul lo receive them. and the bones of the blessed. bishop had 
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heen laid in his martyrs’ chapel which he had built, called that of Beth 
Sharla‘, they proceeded to enter the city; but the blessed Thomas directed 
his steps to a monastic convent on the north of the city which is called 
that of the house of Mar John, of which I also was an inmate for about 
19 years from the time of the departure of the holy Maro. my spiritual 
father?, both when it was sullering persecution and when it was at peace’. 
To this monastery then this saint came ; and he went in and prayed, and 
he asked for a lodging, and it was given him. And, when his sister, whose 
name was Cosmo, who also was a woman of virtuous habits of life, and 
the other persons of high position urged him to go into his house and thal 
of his people, he did not yield to them, saying, « Learn, my brethren, 
from the divine psalmist who says, ‘One day in thine habitation is belter 
than a thousand’* ». And, when the blessed Stephen the deacon saw 
that he had taken up his lodging outside, because they loved one another, 
and also imitated one another in the matter of virtuous practices, he also 


L Hc. Shouse of eye-fitm (4°. Le wrongly reads ‘Beth Shneta’ (honse of rain). "the reading of 
both mss. is clear, -- 2. 522-540 (2). Julin's figures are not always quite aecarate ; see Tutrod . — 3. As 


the monks were in exile till the end of 530 (see Tutrod.), the arrival in Aridi cannot be earlier than 
that lime. — 5. . s. LXXXIV. IL The word for ‘habitation is Hie same as that for * monastery". 
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asked to lodge outside in the monastery. And thus they did, while both 
of them were detained. because they intended to return. to the desert 
together. And they were delayed for two years: though, if their thoughts 
had not been completely set upon God, it would have heen decided that they 
should remain for good. The blessed men thenceforward together with ZwU 
the deacon, who also was a clerevinan (4.21293) of the chureli under the same 
boh Maret, himself also devoted himself to death or life with the blessed 
men, who himself also astonished those who knew him by the manner of life 
Which he finally adopted, while it would never have entered any one's mind 
that that man woukbever place upon his neck the great yoke of monasticism, 
And the three of them thenceforth lived with one virtuous purpose, while to 
ee to what humiliation the blessed Thomas had come from what splendour 
mid greatness astonished and saddened everyone ; aud so many used to spurn 
l despise everything in hin, 
bis space ol iwo years then he occupied in making an equal division 


hnself and his sister, saving, « She is in the world, and needs her 
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share. | am not required to dispose of anything except my own ». When 
they had completed everything, and lie was thenceforth desirous of returning 
to the desert, being every day vexed and annoyed and distressed at his deten- 
tioun from that country, L inasmuch as | was close at hand and had been in 
constant intercourse with him because | had seen his manner of life, and had 
itecia) before him, would say to him as if 


vei 


also gained freedom of speech (zz 
jesting with linn, « Why, pray, are vou vexed, father? Lo! are vou not n 
a monastery? (for are you in the world?), lo! it lies before you to fast and to 
pray, and practise asceticism as much as you wish. Wherefore are vou 
distressed? You had a cell in the desert, and To? here too is a cell. Do in 
it as vou wish ». But the blessed man, while | on my part was saying these 
things to him, kept his hand restiug upon his eheek, and looked at mein 
astonishment; and at last he sighed and said to me: « Cana slave then (a4) 


serve two masters'? or again ean a man be in imterecnrse with God aud 
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with men? and can one see any of one’s relatives and bodily kin (voz! aud 
approach spiritual things? aceept my statement, sir, that for me a foreign 
land is much better, and it preserves me from many impediments. Or know 
vou not That hour after hour and moment after moment privily steal and 
spateh away part of our life like wolves and flee from us, so that, sinee, if 
all our lifetime we run after one moment of our life, we shall not overtake 
it, how, father, shall we not weep and lament for one day only that passes 
idly from us, without bearing the fits of our praises and presenting them 
to God. and again ‘that also our petitions and prayers and requests may 
on it be ! depicted and ile visible before God? Know vou not that man’s 
days and his years are themselyes like volumes full of letters, and every day 
and hour on which i man does good or evil, ov performs praise or prayer, that 
hour or day records them upon itself, and presents them before God, and, since 

Lis omniscient, in order that the inan may be judged or applauded accor- 


line to his conduct in life, and that everything that has been done by him 


tus. a negative. and render ton whieh our... requests are not. 
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may be known to hun, therefore his own moments approach in order and pass 
before God, each one of them carrying that which that man did in it. whether 
it be what is good or what is evil, and showing it to God. And, if again 
a day which has passed of our life is one of abstention from good deeds and 
from evil, the place in the life of the man whoever he be is in it similarly 
void and torpid and useless, and it stands up and aceuses him, sinee that day 
carries the fruits of the saints, and the confession of the conlfessors, and the 
praises of those who give praise, and the prayers of those who pray, and 
the alms of the givers, and the forgiveness of those who forgive, and shows 
them to God, every man's own actions which he performed in it being depic- 
ted on it. And now, O father, when these things are so, how shall we 
neglect one hour and not tremble to let it pass from us void without carrying 
the fruits of our. repentance, and without the words of our praises heing 
written upon it? How, our brother, shall we be caught by the deceit of 
this lying. world, and not understand and consider that from this hour in 
which we now stand we were equally distant from the time of our birth 
down to the present day, and, since we began to speak. it has been quickly 
fleeing from us and departing, and. if we run after it lor a thousand vears, 
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we should not be able to overtake it again or do see it for ever and. ever? 
And for this reason it is much better Tor me to go and sit in some corner 
ventos aud weep for my life and for my empty moments and Tor my profitless 
years, und for my hours that have melted and passed from ine. empty 
and void, where neither acquaintances nor relatives will harass me: because 
in the moment when the sentence goes forth upon me no friends, or loved 
ones, or kin vin, or members of the familv, will give me any pleasure ». 
\s for me. while Ewas listening to all these things from this saint, great 
marvel fell apon me that he so effectually controlled his thoughts and eol- 
lected his mind, directing it toward God, and did not allow even f it were 
meddle hour or moment of his life to be lost without praise and praver and 
portance, and thas shunned and dreaded and feared the waste of one hour 

hy. Phen 1 marveling in my mind thought, «© Pray, what sounds and 

T Ponentations will suffice to make tament for my own self, and for 

j] 


those who are The me? sinee 4 ave wasted some of my moments, 


that Che whole of my life, in wantonness 5z:zvix : and not only has 
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one hour not been treated by me as of any account, but not even a whole 
year of days also ». And marvelling | went out from the presence of the 
blessed man, and used to repeat all these things to my brethren with trem- 
bling. Now the blessed man’s manner of life while he was in the monastery 
was as follows, fasting from one evening to the next, and seanty food: and 
indeed with the freedom of speech (rabinats) that I had acquired with Inm 
| used to say to him, « In truth | wonder how you live »: but he wonld an- 
swer me, saying : « What have | gained by feeding my body as if for 
sacrifiee down to the present time? Or ought | not to know that food 
belongs to the creeping thing and the worms? Wherefore must | take fire 
and seorch my eyelids? When the body receives foods and is nourished 
and grows fat, the fire of passions and lusts is kindled in it, and it seorches 
aud burns the eves of the soul so that they do not see and restrain it from 
sinning. And now, instead of it hanging to the soul so that it is brought 
down and, wallows in the mire of the body’s tusts, let the soul hang upon 
it, that the body may rise out of its mire and share in the souls purity 
and lightness. Those who concern themselves with the nourishment of their 
bodies, thinking that it is a good thing, are weaving a cope of pigskin and 
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throwing it round their own neeks. and giving the end of it to Satan to 
deag them to tormento. But, while he was delighting us with such words, 
he would abstain even Trom the seanty quantity of food that he was in 
the habit of taking. But his recitation of service was one which lasted 
without ceasing from the first hour in the night! until morning. while during 
every marmitha? he would make thirty Egyptian. gennflexions whieh are 
called prayers. until he accomplished five hundred during the night with 
the service of matins; and these | myself on many nights secretly. coimted 
without his dixeoverinz me: because T too also occupied a cell. behind 
his eell, and there was only a partition between me and him, while we were 
some distance Trom the common chapel of the brotherhood, together with 
the virtuous men Stephen and Zw). and we alone lived in cells. The first 


Hine that bheard the sound of his s:izzvotzc © behind my cell, sinee he used to 


aoee to be reekoned from midntett. He eould hardly begin at 7 P. M. and, if he 


(bone Ses poat allo Gt po 21. do m oa A divislon of the Psaltis (ur. atasil. OF 
h that we shoutd probably ntederstand Hal le made 50 zenullevions. during 


of penitence 
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make three knocks in quick succession, the sound would come to me just as 
if three men were striking together upon a smith's anvil with hammers, the 
sounds following one another till morning, since his hands first. struck 
the ground, and after them his knees, and lastly bis head: and so he would 
suddenly sink down. until I thought. that the sound was coming up from 
beneath me, while I even erossed myself aud said, « Perhaps Satan is 
mocking me, and is making me hear this sound in order to deceive me »: 
aud I would go outside by night, and would hear the sound: and | would 
come in again, and there was the same sound. And, because the blessed 
man showed great care and earnestness in charging and entreating evervone. 
« Let not a man approach the door of my cell till the morning. because 
fama very bad <leeper, and, if Į am aware that any one is passing r und 
the place where f am sleeping, it is quite impossible for me to sleep 
again, and | am tormented the whole night. on account of this charge 
therefore no one approached his cell, lest he should annoy him, since 
we thought that it was as he said; but he wishel to aet by stealth 
and not be di-covered bv stealth. 
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from that fune Pike an idle msu would often keep count of the Iudus- 
mo prasers both those of the night and those of the day. And 

ard the sinuou- men Stephen sud Zw the deacons made it their 

mate him qm everything. aud they them-elves also underwent 


hen then thes had thereafter made preparations to set 
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forth to the land of Egypt. and to live there as before. queen Theodora, who 
had been in intercourse with the blessed Stephen the deacon both before she 
became queen and after she had become queen. sent magistrian- ' after him 
and a letter. earnestly inviting him to come up to the capital in order to he 
with her in the palace /—xzzzvw . because of hi~ eloquence and his conversation 
and his wisdom, and moreover because he also lived a pure life and after the 
manner ofa solitary: and this further hastened them in making their depar- 
ture. Then thev left the district of the East. and Lal-o with them in inter- 
course with them, a~ far as Antioch. And there Stephen thenceforth con- 
tinued to entreat Thomas. -aving. « My brethren. let us on no account part 
from one another: but. in order that this woman's will may not be disap- 
pointed, let us vo up together to the roval cily. and return and zo down 
together by sea to the desert ». But he. declining to do this. continued 
entreating him and saving: Pray for me. my brother. since Thomas will 
not see auvone from this kingdom here ». And so with weeping and many 
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-obs they parted from one another, while the blessed Stephen was entrea- 
ting him and saying : « Pray for me, my brother, that I may soon be dismissed 
from that city and come down to you, and we may end our lives together 
in the feonvent of solitaries' ». But ihe holy Thomas, shedding tears and 
sobbing, said to him : « Beware, my brother, and take care of your soul; 
and day by day, as far as in vou Hes, entreat God in penitence for your sins. 
Let not your thoughts mock you and say to you, * You shall go out to the 
desert and pray to God’; because you shall never see the desert again: but 
neither indeed shall we meet one another in the body any more: and you will 
live in the royal city till the end of your life. Accordingly pray for me ». 
And they prayed, aud they set out at the same time, while the blessed 
Thomas said, « As, when we left our country, we enjoined upon our kinsmen 
vig and everyone to suppose that they were thus following us to the 
rave, so, my brother, in this hour also do vou think that you are following 

to the grave and | you». And, while we were all Hstening to these 


the fears of us all burst forth with sobs. And thus they for their 
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part separated, each of them to his own quarter; and 1 returned agai to tlie 
convent, intending by making petition to obtain leave, and betake myself 
soon to the blessed Thomas. And after my return 1 was a petitioner for two 
years; aud, on account of the great love that the blessed men bore towards 
me, scarcely with difliculty did they allow me to go'. On reaching the city 
of Alexandria we learned about the life of the blessed Thomas, und about his 
marvellous habits; and we went out to him to the desert called that of Men- 
dis, twelve miles above the habitation of the holy Mar Menas?. But, when 
we arrived aud | saw the blessed man, I scarcely recognised him, while I 
looked at him and was in doubt if it was really he, since his whole body was 
black and burnt by the sun, and all his hair was scorched and standing on 
end, and he was elad in one old garment of rags, and one ugly little hood was 
bound round his face. And, when he saw me, he was astounded, and fell 
on his face; and he came up and gripped us; and we greeted one another, 
while T was still not sure that it was he, until at last [fixed my gaze on him; 

|. Since Th. stayed at least 2 years in Amida, we may probably place Liis visit in 235: see Introd. 
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aud 1 was seized with astonishment to think to what all that luxury had come. 
And, while he was exuberant with jov and was asking me, « What have 
you to sav, father? what has brought vou to the sinners? », | was looking 
at him in astonishment, saying to him, «© What has happened to you that 
vour body is thus burnt, our father? » But he after these things bent his 
looks downward aud shed tears; and he said to me; « Would, our brother, 
that my outward body might be burnt, and not my soul that is stained with 
the evil deeds that E have done from my childhood and down to the present 
lime.» After we had remained a short tine, about three months, occasion 
called us on our side to return again to Syria; and so we received the blessing 
of the saint, together with all the rest of the saints in the whole of the desert 
in whieh he was living, together with that of the blessed Zwt' the deacon; 
and we left them, and returned, promising them that we would return again 
to them. And thus we parted, we to our vain occupation, and they to their 
üirtual employment. And, when twenty six years! had been completed 
te ele life lesan ad least} sears betore Mares death qe 0195, aud therefore probably between 

which fringes His death to 248-520 add Ws visit lo 551-5254. 4. however was in. Alexandria 


Introd and Dyakonov, p. 63s and there is no evidence thal Te was Here later: and 
foots an error tor *16 atel place Thos death in 537-8. 
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hy the holy Thomas in such great labours, in order that the conflict (xev) 
against his distresses which lie displayed by me: 


ans of his endurance miglit 
be further increased, he fell for about eight months under the chastisement 


of an illness; and then the blessed man finished his contlict (xyav)3 and he 
departed carrying the great and honoured burden of his triumphs; and we 
were not again granted the privilege of seeing bis face in the body. But he 
lelt in his place after him the blessed Zwt? the dea 


con; who also passed out 
of this disturbing aud 


deceiving world in the same «desert with greal labours 
aud noble triumphs in the. third vear after the passing of the blessed 
Thomas. And so, after we parted from them and down to the 


passing of 
each one of them, both they and we were day by d 


ay In lope that we should 
he coming back to them; and so our sins brought it about for us that we did 
not come to the place where they lived till a year after the death of both. 
But we, after we lad gone down lo Syria, went up again to the royal cilv; 
and we also found the blessed virtuous Stephen too'; who also did not fail 
to obtain the glory that is gained by great labours of asecticism and of 
abstinence; and who was moreover a great harbour (uzy) of rest for all the 


1. J. probably here returns to the narrative on p. 


210 and refers to his. first visit to CP. qn 535 
(see Inlrod.). 
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alllicted who used to repair to him from all quarters, and a comforter of all 
the distressed, and a noble example to all men: so that even the king and 
queen themselves stood in awe of his venerable mode of life, and they exeeu- 
ted his orders in everything: and thus his cell had in eonsequence become 
a house of rest for strangers. And, while hall a denarius (iutceov) a day 
was allotted to his table, besides the eost (zvzópaxza) of his bondservants in 
addition to other matters, so this was not large enough Tor the expenditure 
on the strangers and the needy who used to come lo him; and not only so, 
but to the senatorsizoyoorzuuso themselves he was a great comfort and support; 
and he was very well-known all over the city, but especially m the palace 
meas). Amd, when the seutenee of pestilenee went forth upon the world 
from God ', he also too was carried off in it by the command; aud in his 
eclbas the property of a man who might be supposed to have more than five 
red pounds! weight (zevravdevi of gold? nothing whatever was found 

is death except a denariis and a half. And, while men supposed that 

oney and the coins had been taken by others, there was found a 
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tablet (27220) inseribed in his haud as follows : « Lest anyone suspect me 
or aceuse anyone else in any matter, Í wrile these things with my hand, that 
Į am prepared to give account to God on the day of judgment that neither 
at a distance nor close at hand do I possess anything in the world except 
this denarius aud a half; and let this go to the poor ». And thus everyone 
was seized with astonishment, insomuch that some time afterwards every- 
one used to speak of these things with wonder. 


The history of the saints Thomas and Stephen and Ze C, the syncelli and notaries 


(vordoros) of the holy Mare metropolitan of the city of Amida, is ended. 


NIV. = NEXT THE FOURTEENTH HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED ADBBL THE MAN 


OF ABNEGATION AND NAZIRITE. 


This blessed Abbi lived in a certain convent in great abnegation and 
abstinence, and severe labours. And, when the persecution on account of 
the synod of Chaleedon arose, the inmates of his convent were under the 
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compulsion of the persecutors united to their communion; but in the case of 
the holy old man, as they were unable to bring down his high purpose that 
was set on Christ, they gave him a charge, saving, « If you will not yield, 
since vou have been made an example to many, withdraw yourself hence 
whither you please ». Then the old man, weeping for the time of error that 
lad got possession of men, set forth and came to the community of us the 
men of Amida, whieh was living in the district of Ty sf’, in a village called 
llzvn':whieh was in number seven hundred and fifty men. Aud, because 
this blessed man was aequainted with the convent in which Twas at that 
time”, he came direct to us; and thus he attached himself to the same monas- 
tery, having one tunic and one cape made of pieces of rag fastened together, 
and a small text of the gospel teóoyaov: and he would not consent to read 

any other book except that gospel (evayyedev). Aud he chose for himself 


in corner yeux) among the brotherhood, where not much light pene- 


nd h 2. The monastery of Jolin Vitaya ch. osi The date must be 2522-526 (see 
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trated; and at the end of the service, when the brotherhood was scattered 
over a large number of chambers for the purpose of reading as well as for 
ilie purpose of repeating the service, he would sit iu the great common (zoov) 
chapel and cover his head with his book on his knees, while even the book 
also was eovered, and except a small surface only for the purpose of admit- 
ting light no part whatever of it was exposed. And thereupon he wonld 
open the book and gaze at it, and at once his tears would hurst forth, falling 
down upon his breast; and thus he would sit from morning till the sixth 
hour ', with his face eovered, aud weeping: and he would not turn over a 
leaf, but generally had the book open at the beatitudes, or the parable of the 
virgins, or that of the talents, or that of the banquet, or that of the rieh 
man, or any place where the subject was that of threats and judgment; and 
thenceforth not even if a man was actually speaking to him would he raise 
his eyes and look upon men outside that book: hut men did not see his faee 
(rotcwnev) until the bellman sounded the bell?, nav not even then also; for 

1. Perhaps 6 P.M.; see p. 291, n. B and eb H El, vi, 9, where it is said that after the 6^ hour 


fighting-time is past, Probably however he is referring to the services and means * from malins ull 
sexl'. — 2. Probably for sext. 
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even during service too he would again stand in this way in the sanie corner 
(ova with his head bowed and covered, and after every sentence that came 
out ol his mouth he would utter an expression of praise with ecstasy. 
Vid he used to keep silence the whole dav, not speaking to men at all, no 
not even if anyone spoke to him. But, if any kind of occasion called him 
to speak, he would weep while speaking; and, even if one of the seniors 
eame up to him and said to him, « Wherefore, our father, are you exceed- 
ingly mournful, and do not speak and enjoy yourself a little? », he on 
his side would thus answer : « Why do vou desire a dead man who is dead 
in his sins and buried in his body to speak? For me whom you see my body 
a grave; for, like a rotting corpse in a grave, thus my soul is rotting 
thor dt dn sin; and henceforth over the dead man there is mourning only 
illl 


And even these words he would. sav with many sobs. 


\ aue way tis food also which he took at table did not go down 
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into his belly unless mixed with tears; and at night again the same. And 
so this blessed man used in truth to sorrow disconsolatelv, like a woman 
girt in sackeloth for the husband of her tender age in the first days of her 
mourning. When the time came round when he received clothes, all 
the blessed men would entreat him to change that old garment of his, and 
he would not agree; but, when he was forced by the quantity of vermin, 
for two or three days, while he was seething it in hot water and it was 
drying, he would consent to put on another; and again, when he was 
forced by the cold, he would for a few days cover himsell with a cloak 
supplied out of kindness, and would return it to its owner with an apology. 
And thus he spent his life in this practice of great mourning. And, be- 
eause he used to sec in my case that my soul loved and clave to anyone 
in whom I saw anything of this kind, aud I for my part had not yet subdued 
the wild impulse of youth, then he would each time take me apart, and 
open that book, and with tears warn me out of it, saying, « Come, hear, my 
son, how many secret blessings and promises are guarantved to the pure and 
the virgins and the pure in heart, aud to boys like vou who draw near to the 
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Lord'; and gnard your purity, and keep virginity, which beyond all things 
has magnilied and glorified its possessors: and see moreover what a threat 
and sentence of weeping and gnashing of teeth, and an immortal worm and 
unsleeping fire and darkness are threatened against the wicked and the 
presumptuous and the doers of sin; and Tear, and be wary ». And these 
words again he would speak to me with a flood of tears. But one day I 
presumed to say to him : « Why, sir, do you tell me to perform acts of 
righteousness! (ff go to do anything, lo! vou seniors laugh at us, and say : 
dM you sec a boy going up to heaven, catch hold of his foot’. And what 
therefore ein we do?» But the saint, looking at me and shaking his head, 
said to me : « Know, my son, that a lion who does not tear the prey in his 
‘coud vear will not afterwards quickly tear it. And know this further, that 
hood, like tender wax whieh receives the impress of that which falls 


me upon it, so itself also from the beginning receives the impress 


bhy be Promi 15 ta 18 at dle Ime cd A's arrival: see Introd. 
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and the picture of that which is impressed upon it, be it of good things or 
of evil ». And after these words I said to him: « What, my father, do you 
command me to do^ What will be for my good?» The old man says to 
me: « Lo!, my son, Jesus your Lord tells vou here and shows you what is 
the great and first commandment : ‘Thou sbalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind’; and the 
second which is like it, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thysell^*. Ie has 
again in his own person shown you humility, and commanded vou : * W hoe- 
ver shall smite thee on thy cheek, turn to him the other also’ ^. together with 
the other commandments. These things, O my son, which God himself your 
Creator taught you, keep and you shall live? ». Aud thus he would warn 
me with many words every day; and 1, when 1 should have used the saving 
ol the psalmist against evil, here on the contrary drew it to me, and fas a 
deaf man heard not’. The blessed man from the time when he came to us 
completed nine years in this employment; and so he will receive his Lord 
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with a load of joy, in order that the text may be fulfilled, « They who sow 
in tears shall reap in joy’'; so that from the time when { myself came to 
know this old man of abnegation down to his passing away not one moment 


passed in whieh he was not sowing the tears of sorrow. 
The history of Abbi the man of abnegation is ended. 


NV. — NEXT THE FIFTEENTH HISTORY, OF TWO BROTHERS PROM TUE SELF- 


SAME COMMUNITY, AT THE SAME TIME OF PERSECUTION. 


Greal caution therefore is required of us, my brethren, to provide that 
we may escape from the eraftiness of the evil one, and again, that we may 
fear the divine words (especially men who are highly reputed for modes of 
life or for knowledge), when they cantion us and say : « Let him that standeth 
take heed lest he fall »?. For the sake then of cautioning those who are 

tue on the road of virtue, F have determined to commit to record an 


hat ds well worthy to be an object of great commiseration whieh the 
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fiends did to two brothers who were in truth running with all their strength 
in the way of virtue, and whom the fiends made such a laughing-stock that 
the like was never heard among men of older or of recent times. These bles- 
sed men therefore, that is one of them especially, who was called James ', 
— this man employed himself! in a marvellous way in the same community 
in great practices of standing and of watching and of abstinence and great 
quietude; and he came from the convent called that of the Edessenes adjoining 
Amida itself?. And this brother was so laborious and humble and meek 
that these seven hundred men? were all amazed at his labours, and at his 
asceticism; so that I also was with him on the weekly duties *, and particu- 
larly marvelled at his gentleness and his quietude, and further at the way 
in which he crucified his body by night and by day. This man then had 
many who for the purpose of imitating his modes of life used to attach 


themselves to him and keep themselves close to him. And, while he was of 


1. The sentence is bere broken off, — 2. B marg. « All these are son- of Mar Eugenius the Egyp- 
tian. Lel him who reads pray for ihe sinner who restored. it». — 3. See p 218. — 4, Phe duties of the 
hebdomadarii; see p. 62, n. 2, and ch. 35. 
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this character, as God himself knows, possessed persons were [ound to come 
outside the vate, and wail before him, and say : « James drives us out, and 
itis he who expels us ».. When he and many besides heard these things, 
they continued laughing at these demons, and saying : «See these evil beings, 
how they deceive and mock ». Then the great seniors who were there, 
inasmuch as they knew the craftiness of the demons. commanded that they 
should be driven from the place. But they contended the more and said, 
« James bound us and brought us here; and we eannot depart before he 
releases us », while they had not seen James at all. Then they came in, 
and say to him : « Release these fiend-possessed persons that they may go 
hence, sinee they are pestering us ». But he erossed himself, and said : 
What is it that vou sav, my brethren, since Ido not understand it? » But 
they continued in the same way to press him to go out and make the sign 
(hem. saving :« Perhaps these souls will receive deliverance ». While 

lu his side continued declining and repudiating tliis proposal, they on the 
otl continued to press him the more to do this, * that they may only 
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depart hence’. And, when under great pressure he went out, these persons 
saw him, and begau to foam ; and he eame up and made the sign over them, 
and immediately these persous were liealed from that hour, and they departed. 
And thenceforth a multitude used to repair thither foaming, men and women, 
and boys and girls, and all ages; and from that time he was under the neces- 
sity (Zvzy«v) ol going out. But he on his side would go out to a certain small 
martyrs’ chapel outside the gate, and would fill it; aud he would put them 
to silence and drive them out one by one; aud the persons from whom they 
eame out no longer suffered from them. And thus he would drive them out 
in countless numbers; and they would come outside and cause annoyance, 
and cry out. And, if it was not in liis power to come out, lie would send 
them an order to go and lie down in that martyrs’ chapel till he came out. 


And thus they would go away foaming, aud would lie down there; and, if 


he waited two days, none of them dared to streteli himself out or to remove 
from the place till he came out. But, when the numbers of those who used 
to come there aud cause annoyance increased, there were avitations there 


against this blessed mau, both on the part of the mimates of Lis monastery 
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and also on the part of others; and accordingly he wished to give up this 
business, and could not, on aecount of the multitude who used to come. 
And in consequence of such annoyances it became necessary (NX) for 
him to withdraw from the community; and so he withdrew nnder the insti- 
vation (I believe) of the demons themselves, in company with the other who 
was attached to him, and they set out, and went in the direction of Ha- 
mimtha ', to a certain village called Beth Musika ^; and they had a certain 
monastery that was there given to them, and they resided init. Andina 
similar way again there also multitudes began to flock together to them; 
and then also the blessed James would again command them authoritatively, 
and by means of his word demous without umuüber were expelled. Then the 
evil one, who by means of his crafty tricks finds methods of deceiving men, 
contrived a method of making a mockery of these blessed meu. One 
night, when the possessed. persons were assembled there, there was also a 
certain young woman there of whom he had taken possession, who was also 


of worldly appearance”. Her accordingly the demons took, and they elothed 


fot spring? or had bath’. see * Zach. Bl. xit, 6. - 2. House of mosai’ 2), cf. Theoph. Coul., 
poli where povewes lias Ihis meaning. — 3. This seans do mean ‘smartly dressed ^: ef. ch. t. 
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her in awe-striking forms of phantasmal! rays; and they led her up and 
seated her on the bishops’ throne (6:2w:), which is usually placed in the 
churches or in the chief martyrs’ chapels on the dais (4x2x570072) of the altar. 
Then they filled the whole martyrs’ chapel again with phantasmal’ forms, 
as if forsooth they were angels of Gol; and some of them flew away, and 
entered the chapel? where the blessed meu were sleeping; and there also as 
well they emitted rays with the appearance of light, according to the text 
‘maketh himself like an angel of light ?..— And they roused the blessed men 
aud urged them to haste, hastily alarming them and saying, « Take incense, 
incense, and haste to the martyrs’ chapel; for the holy Mary the God-bearer 
has been sent to vou, with a great host of angels; and she has sent us for 
you, come straightway». But the blessed men were terrified by the sight, 
not perceiving the craftiness of the evil one; and they hurriedly took Incense 
and spices, and ran to the martyrs’ chapel; and on entering they found the 


whole house full of phantasmal! forms, in the semblance forsooth of angels 


l. Of gavtegias. -- 2. Lit. ^ house of serviee'. i.e. the private chapel of the monastery, diferent 
from the martyrs’ chapel (house of martyrs. At pi 205 also we find meiks sleeping in the chapel. 
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of brilliant Hight, and the woman moreover sitting on the throne (4évss), 
and a semblance of light flashing from her; and their wits were yet more 
taken from them by reason of their agitation, and they fell ou their faces, 
Then it is said) she that was sitting commanded them! to approach and raise 
them up; and the fends approached and took hold of their hands, and they 
sav to them : « Rise, for she lias commanded vou; and approach, and make 
obeisance to her». And they on their part rose smitten with fear and robbed 
of their wits by the sight: and they approached and made obeisance on their 
laces, as if they supposed liat they saw a genuine sight. But that voung 
Woman, being unaware even herself of what had happened, spoke with them 
dhat is, the fiend spoke in her), and said to them : « Come, approach ine, 
and fear not, T myself imi Mary the Mother of Christ; and my Son sent me 
to vou, because he saw your righteousness and your Jove Toward him, and 
that vou are perfect in vonr modes of fife; and he commanded me to ordain 
you, and that vou shonld receive the priesthood from me because of your 

luousness, Bal eome approach and receive it». But they, inasmuch as 


tI posed that they had in truth been granted some heavenly privilege 
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beyond other men, approached, and bowed their heads; and she rose, and laid 
her hand upon the heads of both of them, and said to them : « You have beth 
received [rom me the preshyterate. You have been made presbyters, perform 
the funetions of your priesthood ». When the fiends had done this, a sound 
of great laughter was heard in the air (#42), since the demons were saying, 
« Those who used to drive us out have to- day become as thev supposed 
great». And at the same ery that girl was stripped of the phantasms (gzvzz- 
ae „and it was found that it was a girl who was a Greek who was sitting 
ou m throne (8:5vo;), and it was she who had done these things. When 
these men saw what had happened to them and eame to their senses , they 
continued beating on their faces and saving : « Woe to us! what has Ii med 
lo us? Anything like this deceit never happened to men before. What to 
do, we know not». But, when they brought that young woman down from 
the throne (hevos), she continued laughing at them at the instigation of the 
demon and saying : « What has come to you? Why are vou troubled?» Bat 
they on their side resolved to find means of subjecting their ease to the eure 
| of penitence; and they left that place, weeping and sobbing at what had 
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happened to them, and they went down to Marde to the holy John bishop of 
Thella t, who ended his life in the conflicts (zyov) of perseeution for Christ's 


sake. And, when they informed him of the alfair, even the blessed man 
also marvelled at the wily. crafty artfnliess of the rebellious evil beings. 
But he received them, and laid upon them three years’ penance, and then 
they were to be admitted to communion, And [rom that time again they 
led even more severe lives than before, with sorrow and tears, until they 
attained to their. former standing, and were admitted to the communion 
that is obtained by absolution. These things which we have written we have 
not received throngh hearsay, but they are all matters which were enacted 
in our knowledge and in our presence and before our eyes?, and we have 
brought comparatively few of them to the reeord. of writing on account of 
the length of the narrative, that à man who is granted any gilt may he 
especially cautious against the eraft of the adversary, who uses all artifices 
Tm plotting to decrive, 


The history of tive brothers: from the selfsume community at the same time 
of persecution is ended. 


ua dolin’s life d ven below edi 292 See severus Select Letters; s. Vi, 15. from 
t m V Marle after S27 (see qe se ad dins and Prams. p. 458, notei — 
| Wh the fact Ihat the eenteal event happened in a distant monastery 


M. M WLS) amnedieates Chat the author is not speaking al tied hand. 
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NVI. — NENT THE SIXTEENTH HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED SIMEON 


THE MOUNTAINEER THE ANCRORTE, 


This blessed Simeon then used to go about on the mountains Hke the 
wild beasts, and these the rugged mountains of towertng height with valleys 
between them which are called the inner Karlie! ; and he had no intercourse 
except that with God, while at every moment he would raise his eyes to 
heaven, and be lost in eestatie wonder at the hosts above, how they stand 
continuously before God without impediment, and that there is no cessation 
in their song of praise even for a short space. And he would often in my 
presence say these things : «© Wherefore do we wretched men, who were 
created for the same expression of praise in like manner as these, and to 
whom a month has been given and a tougne and power of speech, cease 


from the praise of the merciful Creator, aud busy ourselves with the vain 


Losec whirlvinds': or. perh, voealize as * Nralie! bald . 1 do nol know whence v, D. and E; get the 
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things of this false and deceitful world? A great thing it is how our heart 
is sunk and our mind blinded, and we do not consider the bounties of him 
who created us, and brought us into existence out of nothing, how we, feeble 
dust of the earth, ‘live and move and exist, how the good Creator gave us 
the breath of this pure air (zzz) to sustain our life without anxiety, how he 
put together for us an organ (eyavev) for speech, and a voice and a mouth 
aud lips and a tongue and a palate, how he infused light into the pupils of 
our eyes, that it might be an informant and a director to the whole body, 
how again be bestowed hearing in the ears and breath in the nostrils, and 
understanding im the heart, that by means of ils perceptions it might know 
and discern creation which declares him: and, again, that he always gives 
aliment also in all varieties for the susteuance of the body, and again to the 
soul also besides, in accordance with its nature and after the pattern of its 
airiness, be gave spiritual life according to its spirituality, and again besides 
these things his grace like a wateliful euardian stands carefully over our life 
by night and by day and delivers and guards us from mishaps and from all 


ent that evil things may chance todo, and while this our merciful 
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Creator performs all these gracious acts in relation to us, and gave us all 
these spiritual and bodily gifts, our wretched heart is sunk in the mire of 
sin, and neglects to give thanks for these things. For we truly ought nol 
only to thank and praise lim who ereated us as the angels do, but even many 
times more than these, even as his care for us too is mauifestly many times 
greater than his care for them. And why again do we look at things that 
are small? But let us regard with greater astonishment the thing that is 
greatef and more marvellous than all, and passes all bounds and all measures, 
that God himself in his love descended from heaven to earth for our salvation, 
and sacrificed himself on the cross for our sake, and gave us his living and life- 
giving body and blood to eat and to drink, and further promised us in his 
kindness invisible blessings. And how do we not mach more than the angels 
owe thanks for great. kindnesses such as these, which our good Creator and 
mereifal God performed in relation to us? » While this blessed man was 
saying all these things with eestatie wonder, he was filling all bis hearers 
with similar wonder, while, his mind being uplifted by ecstatic contemplation 
of the glories of the heaveuly beings, he said many th ves beside that are 
greater than these. And the occasion whieh called him to enter the limits 
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of men's habitation and say these things to them was as follows. In 
earlier limes he used to spend eight months on the mountains among caves 
and rocks, and for the four severe. winter months he would come down to à 
monastic convent which he knew to be convenient for his occupation, on 
accouul of the hardness of the winter and the severity of the snow. But 
once, while going round from mountain to mountain, he chaneed to be on 
rough mountains near the river Euphrates, belonging to the village of 
'bdhyr'on the Euphrates, a village which lies and makes a boundary (2) with 
the territory of Clandias?; and he saw that, though these mountains were 
rugged and towering, houses and fdomestie brood-animals (2)* were scattered 
over them all, while they were some five miles and some seven, and some 
as muelh as eight and ten from tbe village: because the boundary of that 
village is so extended (and it is itself also populous) that other hamlets are 

settled from it within its boundaries. 
The blessed Simeon was amazed to see in what a rugged mountainous 
distriet human beings were living, and moreover that they possessed houses 
5 


"i hs pe 63 054. zs Chandias day W. of the Euphrates, whieli must have. been the 


l Hie tet ds right, Hue meaning must be thal the village territory lay on the river, and 
ther d sbeie init of lie provinee, — 2. Or, willis. D. and L's emendalion, ! calile-sheds'. 
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and cattle and were settled there in confidence (one being three miles distant 
from his neighbour, and another five and another two according to chance), 
and he was also astonished that all the mountains were so full of people ; 
and then, seeing some shepherds at a distanee lrom the houses, he eame near 
and inquired' from them the causes of this scattered character of this place 
of habitation, because there are there not only cattle-sheds such as some 
men make, but great houses and substantial dwellings. But the shepherds 
would state to him, « We found our fathers living in this way on these 
mountains; and, inasmuch as we were born on them, lo! we also live on 
them. » And again he would ask them, « How then, as you live on these 
mountains, are you able to assemble in God's house, and to hear his word 
from the holy Scriptures, or to communicate in the mysteries of his body 

and blood? ». But fee men, like some wild beasts, upou these E 
laughed at the blessed man, aud they say : « How, blessed sir, does the 
oblation that a man receives profit him? For w hat is the oblation? ». When 
the blessed man heard these words, his bones shook from his fright and his 


l. See p. 39, n. 2. 
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tears gushed out, and he said to them: « Tell me, my sons, are you Christians 
or Jews? »..— But they were indignant at these words, aud they say : « O! 
indeed, blessed man, we are Christians, do not call us Jews. » The blessed 
man says to them: « And, if you are Christians, how is it that vou have 
mocked at God and said of his living and holy body and blood in which our 
Hie and our souls? salvation consists, * What does it profit us?" or ‘For what is 
82772 How isit that von were not frightened to perform with your tongues 
the acts of pagans and Jews, when vou are as vou say Christians? ». They, 
when they saw the awe with which he expressed himself, became afraid 
themselves also, and they say ze Forgive us. sir, for we have no knowledge. » 
He says to them : « And have you not heard the Scriptures, my sons? ». 
They say to him : « From our fathers we have heard: but the Scriptures 
thetiselyes we have not seen. » Now those who were speaking to the 
blessed man were as lie used to state to us about thirty years old. He says 
to them again 2 « Are vous my sons, only in this state, or are all who are 


living bese mountains the same? ». They say to him: « Str, it is not 
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l. Ms, ee. — 2. Ms, Sls. 


only we who are so, but there are men on these mountains which you see 
who, unless they have heard from their fathers, who carried them to church 
and had them baptized, do not know what a church is. And this same thing 
happens now also to those who have children born to them; on their account 
they go into a church and have them baptized; otherwise none of us has 
entered a chureh since he was born; but we live on these mountains like 
animals. » The blessed man marvelled and wept, and said to them : « Well 
have you said ‘like animals’, my sons. For animals are much better than 
you; since these have remained as the Creator created them, without changing 
or being ungrateful to or blaspheming against their Creator; and for this 
reason they do not come to judgment. But, as for you, God created you in 
his image and in his likeness, and gave you his body and blood for the life 
and salvation of your souls, and you have deprived yourselves of eternal life, 
and have become very wild, surpassing the animals, And now what hope 
have you toward God? for lo! you are unaware even of what Christianity 
is. » And, having spoken with them and warned them, he left them and 
departed. And, being troubled in his thoughts, he would say to himself, 
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as he himself deelared, « How is it that these men are like animals on these 
mountains? ». Then he considered, and he said in his heartas if from God, 
« Perhaps it was indeed for this reason that God's. grace led me to the 
mountains here, in order that there may be salvation for these souls thal are in 
the darkness of error. » And the blessed man became enthusiastic, saying, 
« God wishes for the salvation of all these people more than mine. Hence- 
forth E will not withdraw from this place, unless these have been gained for 
Gods since they are bound in error, and are as if they were not Christians. 
What pagan is there; or what other worshippers of creation, who for so 
long a period of time wonld neglect to pay honour to the object of his 
worship, and would not always worship that which is reckoned) by him 
as God? These men neither. worship God like Christians, nor honour 
something else like pagans; and they are apostates against the one and 
against the other. » As he was going about, he found a kind of village on 
he same frontier the name of whieh was Merbn’: and he resolved to 
approwch this village, and learn what ils condition also was. And on 
approaching he saw in it a Httle chureh overshadowed with vines, and he 


rejo! wid said: € Lo! here there is à sign of the presence of Christians. » 
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And, when he had come up to it, he went in and saw that it was full of 
wood and stones and dust; and the blessed man wept bitterly. But, some 
meu from the village having seen an old anchorite enter the church, one 
of the oll men came up to him, and received his blessing; and the 
blessed man asked him, « Is there a priest here? ». Tle said to him : 
« There has not been a priest here during these times. » And. he asked 
him again : « And not even a brother! or anyone whatever? ». Ie said 
to him, « There is none here. » Again he went on to ask him also, 
« Where do von receive the oblation? ». He says to him : « If one of us 
has business and has happened to be present in one of these villages, he 
receives; if not, no one here has this concern for the oblation. » He savs 
to him : « And wherefore have you no priests? ». He says to him, « It is 
not our custom. » He says to him : « And how are you Christians, when 
you do not follow the custom of Christians? ». After conversing with 
him iu this fashion he says to him : « Come let us sweep ont and tidy up 
this church, for 1 wish to take up my abode in it for a few days. » And 
they swept and seoured(?)? and tidied. And he said to him : « Gather 
together for me to-morrow all the souls that are in this hamlet, men and 


1 Se, a lay monk. — 2. No such meaning of Sq is known to the lexicons. 
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women and children, and small as well as great. » And on hearing about 
some strange sight that they had never seen they assembled together before 
him in the morning; aud he conversed with them in words of admonition, 
and said to them : « Wherefore, O men, do you hold your lives in contempt 
and take no thought for the salvation of your souls? Wherefore, when God 
formed us in his image, do we on our part live animal lives outside the 
orderliness of men? — Kuew vou not thal you are men, and not animals? 
know vou not that even the animals have a greater blessing than you, they 
who are not destined to rise, nor yet to enter the judgment of justice? 
Know you not that the dread judgment of God's justice is at hand? and know 
vou nob that you are destined to stand before the dread tribunal (87px) of 
God? Wherefore then do von make yourselves like the animals ou the 
mountains? and wherefore are you like them delivered indiscriminately to 
death, iu that vou. hold aloof Trom hearing God's word, and are moreover 
deprived of the communion of the venerated body and blood of God, and this 
is nel reckoned by you as amy thing? ». While the blessed man was repeating 


such ls do them, Hke some irrational animal, whieh when a man speaks 
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1. Ms. with points. — 2. Gorr. from. te 


to it in order that it may be instructed only hears and looks at him, so they 
also heard what he was speaking, and looked at him 1n astonishment, and 
they had nothing to say. But he again said to them : « Do you not speak? ». 
They said to him : « What, sir, ean we say to you! There is no one to say 
anything to us or teaeh us; and this which you say has never reached our 
ears; sinee we do not know the Seriptures. » He says to them : « Know 
you not that our Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven, and clothed 
himself in our body from a Virgin for our salvation, and consorted with men 
as a man? are you aware of these things, or not? ». The old men among 
them say to him : « Yes, sir, we hear these things ». He says to them : 
« Do you hear only without knowing the truth? Know you not moreover 
that God suffered for our sake, and was suspended on the cross, and was 
fastened with nails aud his side was plerced by a lanee, and blood and water 
flowed from him as a propitiation for men, and that be died and by his death 
slew our death, and rose after three days as it is written and raised us with 
him, having trodden the road and shown us the resurrection that shall be ours, 


and before he suffered broke his body and blood! in an upper room and 
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1. Ms. with points... — 2. An erased letler precedes, 


hlessed it and gave it to his disciples and said, ‘This is my body that is 
broken on behalf of the life of the world for the forgiveness of sins’', and 
again that he said before. ‘Everyone who eateth my body and drinketh my 
blood. he abideth in me and { in him, and } will raise him at the last das? 
How then, when you have heard all these things and know them, as you say, 
do vou treat them with contempt and pay no regard to your souls’ life, and 
remain deprived of the word of life in the holy Seriptures, and hold aloof 
from the eommunion of Christ's body and blood, and do not consider that any 
loss falls upon you from this, whereas vou suffer not loss of some small thing, 
but utter destruction of your souls? ». They said to him : « And what, sir, 
ean we do? >. But he laid a kind of penance upon them all, admonishing 
them and explaining to them, * Because your souls are waste and barren by 
reason of your neglect, like soil that is barren on account of the length of 
time during which thorns and briars have heen springing up in it, so that a 
man who wishes to till it first plucks up these thorns and burns them, and 


th ts in his seed, so do vou also go and fast this week and pray, and 
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break bread on the first day of the week, and bring it me; and all of you, 
great and small, meet together, aud come and present yourselves ». Aud 
they consented to his proposal, and went and fasted, and came. He says to 
them : « Wherefore have vour sous not been made sons of the covenant', 
and been instructed and placed in this church, and been making you hear 
God's word? ». They say tohim : « Sir, they have not time to leave the goats 
and learn anything». The blessed man, marvelliug at the people's simpleness 
and carelessness, made the oblation, and communicated them; and then they 
opened their mouth, and began to give thanks to God who seut him to them; 
while he laid an injunction upon them that they should meet together every 
first day of the week, keeping themselves from blasphemy and from forni- 
cation, and from murder; because none of them reckoned the blood of a man, 
either of his neighbour or of a stranger, as worth one locust, and there was 
none to require it; but the blessed man made an inquiry into these things, 
and everyone in whose case he learned that this thing had taken place he 
deprived of Christian fellowship, and they were set apart as pagans and Jews. 
And then they began to feel a tittle fear, both of God and of the blessed man 
himself, while he continued sending and fetching all who were on the 
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mountains to the house, and converting them afresh, as if from paganism; 
and thus he used to gather them all together like wild animals. After a short 
time, when lie had gained information about the children of cach one of them, 
who had male children and who female, and how many each of them had, 
while they were unaware of his purpose, what he intended to do, he gave the 
order « Next first day of the week see that no persons stay away from the 
congregation » ; and he sent to the mountains, saving, « Let the little children 
also he present in the congregation ». When they assembled and came 
according to his iustructions (since they were indeed afraid of him), he | 
provided himself with a razor, both himselfand a certain man who was in the 
secret who knew them well, and, when all had received the oblation, he said 
to them: « Allow all the little ones to receive a present! to-day, and we will 
bless them and speak with them, and they shall come: since to these from 
to-day someone must always speak the word of God, that thus they may 
remember it as long as they live; and do you go everyone in peace ». And 
they believed it, and went away, having induced the little ones to remain by 
these words, « You will receive presents, and we will mix them for you’. 
"u all of vou ». Then they all remained, about ninety, males and 


The ambiguity is perh, intenlional; — 2 Mos assumed. Ihat the presents will 


tor drink, 
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females. And he shut the doors, and came up and separated and arranged 
them with the help of the man who knew them, separating one in three, and 
the females moreover on the same system’; and, if there were two females 
and one male, he would take one of the former; and so also with the males 
too, and if again there were two’, he would in the same way take one of 
them; and he separated thirty of them and set them on one side, eighteen 
boys, and twelve girls ; and the rest he led away and shut up in another room, 
lest they should go and report what had happened. And he brought them 
up before the altar, and shut the inner and outer doors, and made a prayer 
over them, and the two began to tonsure them, soothing them with 
blandishments ; and of them some wept, and some were silent; and thus they 
shaved them boys and girls alike. And then he released the first lot who had 
been separated and not tonsured, having shown them their companions, that 
they might report to their parents what had happened, and they might 
eome, and he might speak with them, and might appease those who were 
troublesome, When the news arrived, the women assembled with lamenta- 
tions, crying, « Alas! what has taken plaee and what has befallen us? ». 
And some were binding themselves under a curse, saving, « My son shall not 


1. The meaning clearly is that he took the threes from boys and girls indiscriminalely. — 2. se. 
males. 
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again be shaven, and the name ‘son of the covenant’ shall not again be 
called over him ». And some of them from the rage of their souls even 
betook themselves to abuse of the blessed man; and so also the men. But 
he held his tongue, and he continues laughing till their wrath is pacified; and 
some of them acquiesced in what they had done, saying, « Our Lord's will 
be done », and, « We would it were soo. But, when two of them stubbornly 
stood out, he exhorted and admonished them, and said to them : « They are 
yours, my sons; they are not going to destruction; they are being presented 
io Christ, while they are yours ». But they showed violent. indignation, 
saving, « We will not present one of them to Christ». But he testified to 
them, saving, « | for my part have marked out this plot in Christ's name to 
his glory. Beware what you are doing. E am free from sin. THe who 
separates a sonf from it and takes it ont that he may bring it back to the 
world, Christ! will not resign that soul in this bodily life, because it is his 
and has been marked in his name. | for my part have testified to you; you 
rayon. But they came up, and laid their bands upon them and dragged 
i away and removed them, blaspheming. The blessed man says to them 


rey npon your souls, my sons, and do not be obstinate and deprive 
SU EIUS l 
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yourselves of your children, and incur blame ». They said : « Let us he 
deprived this evening and we will not make our children shavelings ». 
He says to them : « Beware, for, if you take them away, I for my part have 
testified, and T testily again, that neither of them will reach next first day of 
the week in this bodily life». They, when they heard it, Jeered at the 
blessed man, saving : « H you think that your curses are so well heard, 
go and curse these Huns who are coming and making havoc of creation’, 
and let them die. » And so they took their children away in good health, 
and went off; and within three days both of them were smitten and died. 
Then the terror of the blessed man fell upon everyone, when the power of his 
word and of his prayer upon those men was seen: and they also repented, 
and they went and fell down before him, weeping and saying, « We have 
been presumptuons, sir, forgive us; lest you eurse us also and we die ». 
Then he said to them : « 1, my sons, did not curse these either (far be 
itt); but God took them away, that he might chastise you yourselves for 
your presumption against his word; since it was not in our name, but in 
the name of God himself and in his word that [ marked them. And now 

l. Probably therefore these things happened in 515 seep. 19. n. 2. The invasion 01531, 2p. 78, n. 2 


is too late, for il would bring his death to 257, 17 years after J. left the East: see below, and p. 246. 
n. 2. 
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go repent and pray to God that he will forgive you, lest vou also perish 
as well ». And they in fear and entreating him departed. And from that 
time among all of them great and low, if the old man wished to tonsure 
auyone, there was none who presumed to speak; and thenceforth whoever 
pleased him he would mark and take away without impediment. But for 
those who had been tousnred he made tablets for writing, and wrote for 
them; and thus he would thenceforth frequently sit with patience as ma 
school (67551, and would teach them, bovs and girls together. Aud down 
to the time when they reached an age at which they might receive harm 
from one another, within four or five years, they learned the psalms and the 
Scriptures ; and thus thencelorward loud choirs were to be heard at the 
service, and all these mountains also had been brought into subjection, and 
they trembled to commit any breach of order, test the old man should hear it 
and separate them from the fellowship of men, or that' he should curse 
them. And accordingly twenty-six years passed while he was there, and 
ie was still in this life, and we were always receiving his blessing, and were 


also in intercourse with him?; and we used to learn from him about the 


— 2. This seeuis to mean thet he died 26 sears after lhe beginning of his missionary 
! Dee his death must be placed cire; 21. 
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uncivilized character of that people and about their subjugation aud about 
all the torments that they had inflieted on him, when he was now old and 
deerepit, and these disciples of his also had beeome grown women and men, 
and they were now becoming readers and daughters of the eovenant, and they 
were themselves teaching others also as well. And accordingly the blessed 
man’s name had gone out over all that country, and he was a law (végoc) and 
a judge of the country; and every matter that was in need of reform was 
referred to him. And now, beeause feebleness and old age had overtaken 
him, he was no louger able to retire to the mountains outside according to 
his custom, but he used to carry out his labour there in the same country in 
his cell, and he had also gained possession of these men; and he was as a 
spiritual father to all of them, having also converted them from the error of 
their apostasy to proper rules of life both bodily and spiritual. 


The history of the blessed Simeon the anchorite the mountaineer is ended. 
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1. Ms. oxabuls. 


ANXIE NÉE YHE SEVENTEENTH HISTORY WHICH IS THAT OF ONE OF 
THE SAINTS WHO WOULD NOT CONSENT TO STATE HIS NAME, EXCEPT ONLY 


* POOR MAN’. 


When therefore | consider the degeneracy of our times and the confu- 
sion of our days, 1 marvel greatly to think how it is that the prophetic, that 
is divine, saving does not rise into our mind, which says in a voice of 
thunder to our error, « Lo! the righteous hath perished and there is none 
that taketh it to his heart, and saintly men are gathered and no heed is 


given »', 


If we truly consider this, it has received accomplishment in our 
limes, since all the great pillars whom we have seen, who by means of their 
continual supplication and petition bore up the tottering house of the world, 
have heen gathered and passed from the confusions of this life, aud those 
again whose great modes of life and mighty labours had been laid like huge 

slones at the foundations of the world have been collected and removed 
fi mong us as it is written ‘and there is none that hneedeth' '. For this 
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1.9 added in marg., appy. in later hand. 


reason the whole habitable world of men has been shaken and tottered and 
its structure has been loosened; and it las so to speak already begun to 
fall: and there is none who takes note of these things and lays them to his 
heart, in order that the passage of sacred song may be fullilled upon us 
which says, « The Lord looked out from heaven upon men, to see if there 
were any man that was understanding and sought God, and all had together 
gone astray and beeome reprobate, and there was not even one who was 


'.— For, having taken upon ourselves to trace, even if 


doing what is good » 
obseurely, a picture of the marvellous beauties of the saints whom | met in 
the times of my boyhood and leave it for the general benefit, if only to this 
remnant who have been left in our days, I am reduced to marvelling greatly 
in my thoughts how it is that all these marvellous and viant-like men have 
been collected like elear pure wine, and the world has been reduced to 
disgusting dregs turbid with evil matter, and we lay not these things to 
our heart. 

Onee, when we were in the holy convent adjoming the eity of Amida, 
that is that which is called the convent of the holy Mar John, as has heen 
recorded by us in one of the foregoing histortes?, since all these convents 


|. Ps. xiv, 2, 3. — 2. Ch. 13 (p. 197). As the monastery was then at ..tmida aud John was in it, 
the date is 530-536 (see Introd.). 
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surpassed evervone in devotion to hospitality, and were fervent in love 
toward their brothers, therefore on account of the report of their open- 
handedness men nsed to repair trom all quarters to the convents round the 
city, because their zeal was in truth kindled by the love of God, so that 
they did not in the ease of any one of their brothers who came to them hold 
him to be merely aman of flesh, but throngh a mean and poor body he ap- 
peared in their eves as God himself who became flesh, and so they were eager 
to serve and refresh and wash and honour as it were Jesus Christ, that everyone 
might share in anything that might result through the blessing of the man 
whoever he were: and wreat and mall were alike so devoted that, if à 
stranger were in one of these convents a year and two years and ten years 
and twenty and all the davs of his hfe. there was no one who would open 
his mouth and in any way give him to understand that he was not as one 
of the old inmates: and so in the matter of clothing and in the whole supply 


" 


necessities he was brought forward with the priests and before the whole 
be brotherhood; things which are objects of great admiration even down 
ent tine. While they were showing fervour in these things every 


d: 1 eertain old man, poor and a stranger, came to the couvent 
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in which I myself was; and, when he had been questioned with regard to 
the faith and made a defence, and had come in at the hour of vespers at the 
end of the service, they required him according to the custom (voyoz) which 
they followed to sit at the seniors’ table, that is the archimandrite’s; 
and he on hearing this fell on his face in entreaty, saying : « Excuse 
me, my fathers, for Christ's sake; because I am a poor man, and of this I am 
not worthy ». But he was a man with sparse hair and long beard; and so 
many with the archimandrite himself among them rose to seat him at that 
table; and he with his face cleaving to the ground entreated : « Do me a 
favour, sir, and allow me to sit at one of the other tables ». And the archi- 
mandrite, seeing his wish, said : « Let him do what he likes »; and so he 
consented to rise from the ground. And, as if by the grace. of God, he 
direeted his steps to the table at which I was sitting; and that though it was 
in the middle, and we were sitting with other tables on both sides of us. 
And we all rose and received that old man gladly and sat down. When a 
dish of cooked food had been set on the table, the head of the table was 
requesting him to pronounce the blessing; and he again continued making 
request saying, « Excuse me »; and he strongly urged him, and he would not 
agree; and we were astonished at the resistance whieh that old man made by 
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reason of his humility. And, every time that the blessed man reached out 
a spoon, his eye was furtively and gradually raised upward, and his lips 
moved, as if he were making a little sign; and thus regularly, whenever a 
morsel of food entered his mouth, a sign of thanksgiving eame up from his 
heart by the muttering of lis lips and the motion of lis eyes. And, when 
the order was given by the archimandrite that the wine and water should 
go round (since this was the custom (véuo3) that the wine and water should 
go round three times a week Thesides the first day of the week '), and, 
when the steward came and the old man received one cup like everyone 
else, since it was diluted with cold water, and one cup each only would 
be rapidly carried round aud colleeted, and everyone pronounced a blessing 
and drank, and deposited the cup in its place, yet the blessed man would 
drink a sip at a time as if it were hot and one could not drink, and he could 
not be induced to drink one sip together with the next, but this ts how he 
divided. that cup, into as many sips as the times that it pleased. lim to 
olfer praise over it; and, though it was a small cup, he divided it into 
than a hundred. sips. When the lead of the table saw it, he 
Perhaps the old man would like to drink it with hot water, and 


talay af the week ineluded '. 
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1. Ms. with points... 


for this reason he was afraid of the cold »; and he said to him : « Do 
you wish us to bring you hot water, our father? ». de says, « No, 
excuse me. Whether it is cold or hot, this is my habit, to drink a little at a 
time ». When we were sitting, we asked the old man, « Whence, sir, does 
your holiness come? ». But he, as if he were now occupied in eating, 
silently bent his head down toward us, and was silent; and again a second 
and a third time; and then at last he made this answer : « Excuse me. mny 
fathers, ] am hungry and need to eat ». And then we understood the blessed 
man’s intention, and left him alone. And, when we had eaten and the 
old man was looking down and privily signalling upward, when we had 
spoken with him once and twice and thrice, and had asked him « Whence 
are you? », his tears suddenly gushed out; and when he had put force upon 
himself to refrain and could not, he bowed his face down upon his knees, 
and covered his head; and so he with difficulty constrained himself, and 
stayed his sobs. And so we rose Irom the table, the old mau standing in 
the midst with his head covered; and, when we had offered praise over the 
tables, and the old man had been washed according to custom (véu02), a rug 
was prepared lor him in the cbapel. And when he saw it he continued 
making request and saving, « Because | am feeble and weary, aml cannot 
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rise for service, for God's sake lay the bed for me outside in some corner 
(yoviz}», Then, lest he should really be troubled by the serviee, they laid 
it for him as he asked. And, as there were some blessed men who were 
eager to investigate such things, they observed the old man in order to 
discover hisintention. But he immediately fell upon his rug as if he had fallen 
asleep; and, when everyone's voice had ceased and they had been gathered 
to their beds, the blessed man turned upon his face on his rug, and he knelt 
and began to weep, from the evening right on till the nocturns bell, not being 
aware that anyone was aware of what he was doing, though those who were 
observing him had become weary and heen sunk iu sleep two and three 
times, and they were astounded to find that saint thus engaged down to 
the bell: but, when the bellman sounded the bell, he covered himself. like 
an infirm man and lay down, until the end of the service; and then the 
same again until the morning, though not as he had done in the evening, 
but with precautions. against those who were looking after the land (?) 
i} 


after serviee ' and against those who were learning the Psalms. But in the 


ruiug he continued requesting to be dismissed and go: and the areli- 


ius fo be something wrong here. since they could not took afler Ibe land at night and 
Y pe rloiia! nol ‘look after’. 
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l. Ms. base. — 2, w in erasure. 


mandrite would not let him, saying, « Rest, our father, for five days and 
bless us, and then vou shall go». And tlie old man, having been detained, 
went out into the garden to walk: and I, having learned these things about 
him from those who had been watching him, went out after him: and he 
saw me, and stopped. And I, beginning to enter into conversation with 
him, said to him : « Wherefore, our father, did vou conceal from us what 
kind of man you are, and from what convent vou come? ». But on lis side 
his tears at once gushed forth again, and he was silent. But I said to him : 
« If you are a Christian and Christ's bondman, I will not let you depart, 
unless you have informed me wherefore last evening and now you wept at 
this question. ] have presumed, if vou are God’s bondman, to adjure you 
by him whom you serve, inform me about this and also about your modes 
of life for the sake of my soul’s salvation ». But the blessed man was 
annoyed and indignant, saying : « For such an adjuration there was no 
need ». And lon my side said : « I made an adjuration that I might profit, 
while you do not lose ». Then the old man laid an injunction npon me with 
an oath that, until three years had passed, no word should come out of my 
mouth of what he would say to me »; and he said : « I, my son, have to- 


day spent thirty years in this discipline; and during these years God will 
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not judge me for having opened my mouth over food which is derived 
from God's gilt without stretching my thoughts to give praise for his bounty. 
| hope in his name that I shall not be condemned for having stretched forth 
my hand to my mouth without every time that J stretehed it forth similarly 
stretching forth my tongue to praise and my mind to prayer on behalf of 
those who labour and sweat and toil to supply my need. I shall not be 
despised by the Giver of our good things for having put a vessel to. my 
lips to drink water or wine, and drunk two consecutive sips without giving 
thanks to the Creator of it and intereeding for those who have ext ended to me 
a share in their gift. Aud after these things last evening you were urging 
me to neglect such rendering of thanks to my Benelactor as my little strength 
is able to perform, and engage in vain talk. Or know you not that it was 
God's bounty that we were eating, with the sins of men’ moreover that 
stain us! And how ean it be, my son, that God will not be angry with 
vs and deliver us to the judgment of lorments when we eat his bounty 

instead of rendering thanks engage in frivolous talk, and further, 

ul of prayers for the men the sweat of whose labonr we are eating, 
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that! we should sit and enjoy ourselves in idle talk? And, because vou 
adjured ime by God, lo! these are the reasons for which last evening and now 
my sobs caine up, since I said : * How then (zz) can the heart of a man 
who is fed by God's bounty and mens’ sin not tremble to emit words in 


any other kind of conversation beyond that of thanks and prayer on behalf 


of the needy and remembrance of those who are working and sulfering 
hardship and distress and want and need, while he is sitting thus without 
care and without fear, and concerning himself with frivolous stories? ». Lon 
hearing these things from that old man tid the only thing that was proper 
for me to do, | bowed my face to the ground, marvelling at this extraordinary 
man and fixing my gaze on him, and further also too how ' in the evening at 
table he would not consent to take even two sips only together. And such 
is our presumptuous impudence that | thought to myself while [ was stand- 
ing, « This man is a solitary, and further also he is his own master, and 
there is none to command him, and it is easy for him; and moreover neither 
ix he pressed by matters of the obligation of domestic business; and there- 
fore he can observe this amazing canon (zzvóv). But how are we able to 
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dosoJ». But, while l on my part was secretly tracing these things in my 
thoughts. that spiritual man openly told me them all as if he had. written 
out my thonght and come to know it, saving : « I have come to know what 
the evil one has caused to creep into vour mind, in order to deprive you of 
profit». while he repeated everything to me as E had thought it. And then, 
when not only fear but astonishment also as well fell upon me, | confessed 
that that was what | had thought. But he sighed the more, saying : « On 
account of These things, my son, Christianity has been corrupted, and tlie 
ordinances of religion have been thrown inte confusion, ff vou are sitting 
at table; and enjovinz the gifts of the Giver, how ean vou bring in affairs 
of business and cheat God's kindness of its dne for the sake of his gifts? 
Oris not then .se2 the day sullicient for yon for your business with its hours 
and its moments, but at the moment at whieh one business only is required, 
hanksgiving, ate von on your part giving attention to stories? (and would 
vere matters of business as vou say: but they are actually detrimenta, 
atters of business) and all the more sinee it is Indeed no trouble 

©. While the outer man is feeding on his own food, it is easy, if 


\ the hidden man to nourish himself with his, unless conversa- 
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tion be unfairly brought in and cheat him of his due ». When the holy old 
man had spoken all these words, 1 began to request him to explain his other 
modes of life to me. Then he cut me short, saving : « On one point on 
which you begged and pressed and adjured me you have heard me speak. 
Take a short answer. If you repeat another word to me, I will not eat 
bread within twenty miles of this city. But go and beware, and observe 
your promise, and pray for me ». — And, understanding these things, that 
it was on account of the fear of robbers that the spiritual merchant feared 
to show his riches, 1 fell down before him and besought him to forgive me. 
And thus he departed and went away after two days, without having con- 
sented to tell us his name or anything about the other modes of life. And 
I have remained down to the present time lost in admiration of the man of 
God at all seasons. 


The history of one of the saints who would not consent to stale his name 


is ended. 
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XVIII. — NENT THE EIGHTEENTH HISTORY, OF A CERTAIN. BROTHER WHO LEFT 


X CONVENT WITHOLT BEING RELEASED ', AND BETOOK HIMSELE TO ANOTHER. 


If therefore T cover with silence a sentence that was pronounced in a 
terrible story which I saw, which was enacted in the case of one of the 
blessed brothers. Tdo not think that I also shall be freed Irom the sentence 
of blame that proceeds from justice. When formerly the eommunily of Those 
who had beeu everywhere expelled on account of the faith were celebrated, 
and the spiritual community of the diocese of Amida, that of these great 
convents, were gathered together in great numbers in the village of Hzyn in 
Tyst. aswe have indeed recorded these matters in one of the listories?, 

ul blessed men from everywhere desired to join that spiritual unity, and 
lessed men did not keep their door shut, but received. evervone, it 


that à certain / blessed man’ came thither, who by his habil isyžua) 


having been relaxe. — 2, sie sr. — 3 Ch. A. ef. ch. 25. The dale is 
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was an anchorite, and this man desired to be received in one of the convents 
iu obedience, and remain. And on his tendering this request to one of the 
blessed archimandrites he examined him as to his monastic training, aud if he 
were in any other obedience, or barred by any impediment. But that 
Thlessed man? on seeing the thoroughness of that examination was alraid to 
confess that he had not been released, lest he should fail to obtain what he 
desired and not be received; and therefore he said that he had bren released 
from his monastery, when he had not been released; but as if by the grace of 
God, which knew the sentence that threatened that wretehed man, it? caused 
him to state the name of his monastery without falsehood‘. Aud thus he 
was received, and entered the convent in obedience. At that time a great 
pestilence broke out®; and, as commonly happened, many died there from 
that community, insomuch that eighty-four men from the convents themselves, 
besides guests, died there, and were laid in the grave. And after twenty 


days the lot reached the blessed man? who had been received; and he was 

L Le. as an inmale, not as a guest. — 2. BIL ‘brother’. — 3. Sie sw. — 4. The rule had been 
lightened since severus time, when a monk was free lo leave his monastery al any lime Nel. Letters, 
p. 15J). — 5. This clearly cannol he the great plague of 542, bnt must be an earlier epidemie nol 
olherwise known. 
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suddenly smitten, and was struck. dumb, while his soul was convulsed and 
snorts proceeded from his throat, and he was bereft of his senses and was in 
torture, not being amoug the dead or among the living. And, whereas it was 
the custom, when the end was overtaking a man and he was in great pun, 
for live or ten to meet together, and set down incense and make propitiation 
[or him for the other transgressions, and, if he were still in pain, they would 
bring the holy gospel iozyy2«ov and lay it upon him, and immediately he 
would be released either to life or to death, this poor man, in order that the 
teat, «© The word of God is living and doeth all things, ete. »', might be 
understood by actual facts, gained no release when the blessed men met 
lovether and made petition and prayer and much incense and many forms of 
propitiation. And the Lord of the world? even came and relies of the saints, 
and there was no release, nor relaxation from that intense, terrible. painful 
nvulsion for ten days. insomuch that à hundred and twenty men were thus 
231 


round. him, and were standing and marvelling, and weeping and 


2 The serbes of HH (or dhe seribe of Ihe archetype of B angli apps understood 
he espe] see pe 2645 n. i but the consecrated elements must surely be intended. 
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distressing themselves at the agitation of that soul, and at that terrible and 
violent driving; and from distress and grief they sat thus round lim two and 
three days, marvelling and weeping, and not eating or drinking, and despising 
all human life. But, when it had lasted ten days, Grace in accordance with its 
mercy effected deliverance, that is, the release of that agitated sonl, when on 
the tenth day all the seniors had met together and had stationed themselves 
round him with the Lord of the world ', and prayers and petitions and copions 
tears, while all who were standing there cried with affliction and said : 
« Lord, great is thy mercy. Suflicieut. is this torture for this man. Let thy 
merey persuade thee on his behalf, God who carest for thy creation ». The 
chief of the seniors, while standing over him and weeping, was saving these 
words, while my wretchedness also was standing and forming part of that 
sorrowful gathering and hearing him say in the midst of his sobs : « What to 
do to you, alllicted man, we know not, in order to ask you ‘Is it because? you 
are conscious in your soul of grievous delinquencies that you are dying and 
departing from life, and only torture remains for you in the bodily life?’, and 
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to say tls there an linpediment upon you and is vour soul bound by it?’. 
Who will inform us of this, unless the abundant mercy of vour Creator have 
pity on you? ». Then again, as if by divine instigation, the other senior 
who was standing at the other side of his bed said : « Il, sir, think that 
this agitation of this soul is an impediment proceeding from the word of 
God ». And, when he had said this, like one who is suddenly struck by his 
neighbour and roughly dragged out of deep sleep, he was smitten with 
stupefaction and snddeuly quivered and nodded his head once. And, everyone 
being astounded, the senior again repeated : « Is there an impediment 
upon you, agitated oue? », and Grace caused him again to nod his head once, 
while his eyes dried up, and there was nothing to show even that they existed. 
Then the blessed men deliberated : « Even if this man is already a dead 
man. vet the divine grace has let us know that his soul is impeded by the 
“lof Gods and what shall we do? If we were accepted as ourselves 
the release in place of the man who laid the bond, we have done so 

~. Bat come now let us feteh à man. and let us all stand sureties 


God willing. we will send a petition to his arechtmandrite to release 
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him. Perhaps the merciful God will accept us, and release him from this 
torture ». And, when they had determined upon these things, a certain 
deacon whose name was Addai rose, and eame and knelt before his bed, and 
said : « If God be willing to grant me life till 1 go and make the release, 1 will 
under the security of all ny fathers take this soul's impediment upon myself ». 
And, as the words that came [rom the mouth of that blessed man ended, 
then the release and the departure of that soul from its body also took place; 
and there was a great and terrible and mighty ery, while everyone was amazed 
and praised God. And so the blessed man exerted himself and travelled 
rapidly, and fulfilled his promise; and on the tenth day that agitated man was 
buried, while all marvelled and wondered at the things that had happened. 


The history of a certain brother who left a monastery without being 


released and betook himself to another is ended, 
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NIN. — Near THE NINETEENTIE HISTORY, OF A CERTAIN OLD MAN WHOSE 


NAME WAS ZACHARIAS. 


This holy Zacharias was im one of the great convents; to which same 
convent I used often to repair on account of the pre-eminently great modes 
of life of certain saints in it, and } had much intercourse with this old man, 
while he on his part made this lis concern to shun intercourse with men, 
being a man who bad one intercourse only. This man therefore, when ] used 
to entreat him, « Our father, let me not be deprived of the profit and gain 
that is acquired through vou, because it is written tHe who soweth reeeiveth 
wages, even if the earth disappoint’ '; but, as for the saint, when he heard 
these things, his tears would gush forth with sobs, so that for a whole hour 
he would be putting constraint upon himsel! to be silent, and was scarcely 
able to do so; and again he would cease and bow his head tu silence, And 

in Fon my side would entreat him to give me the favour of his conversation 


| [oos not his habit to converse on the spur ofthe moment with anyone). 


The sentenee here breaks olf. and the sense is completed differently. 
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Buton my pressing the blessed man, he said to me with sighs : « Why, my son, 
do you require ine to speak ? Lo you see that Christianity has vanished from 
the earth, and religion has been forgotten, and vanity and error have prevailed. 
And now what have we to speak, except to weep for the decadence of our 
generation (yévos), since even we, who are im name Christians, enjoy the 
shelter only of this name, while all the ordinances of Christiamty are far from 
us? And now suffer me to weep for my life, and pray for me». Aud again 
I said : « How can welive!, our father? ». But he said : « If you seek to live, 
lo! he into whose hands you will fall teaches vou. 1f. you do not listen to 
him, why do you weary the piece of dust your fellow-slave by superiluous 
talking? » But, after I had pressed him with many questions whieh I was 
asking him, he turned round and put his hand to his mouth, and. stealthily 
took a stone out of his mouth and dropped it into his bosom; and he began 
thenceforth to speak easily with me without any impediment in his tongue; 
while previously his words had been uttered with difficulty, and ] ou my 
part had been putting this to the account of old age or ascribing it to a 
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stammer, by one. of which causes the old man's tongue was restrained, 
But, when he suddenly conversed easily with me with many plain words, 
Linarvelled in myself and was thinking, « What has happened to the old inan? 
forlo! dming the space of three vears! that L have been in intercourse witli 
him he was astammerer and slow of speech, and in this hour the fastening 
of his tongue has been loosened and he lias spoken easily? And, thongh he 
spoke many words with me in. the way of admonition and caution, and 
further on the subject of the end and the future judgment, which was the 
matter on whieh my mind was above all things intent, 1 fell on my face 
entreating the old man not to hide from me the reason of his previous and his 
present demeanour; while ] had moreover often seen an emblem of a thick 
thread (zzzi with three knots tied on it and tied to the palm of his left hand, 
whieh had sunk into his hand and was level with the flesh, and, whenever 
ished him, he used to tell me that it was a ease of disease: and abont that 

| continued inquiring of him with much entreaty and violent adjuratious. 


aint took hold of me aud raised me up, while he alse repeated lo me 
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this saving from the gospel (exyyduov) : « The kingdom of God hath been 
sulfering violence from the days of John the Baptist and down to the present 
time, and violent men seize it »'. But, when I again continued to entreat 
bim, he said to ine: « Since | have seen that you are eager to learn about the 
character of virtue and ihe life of the soul, I will not deprive you of what you 
wish; and this very consideration it is which from the beginning constrained 
me to devote so much time to conversing with you, in order that I might not 
be condemned on the charge of churlishness; and, if, our brother, you count 
all the days of this vear, my conversation that | have held with men during 
the whole year has not reached the total of to-day's eouversation; since I 
myself am a sinner, who am not worthy that my mouth should be opened and 
speak ». Then he put his hand into his bosom, and brought out a round 
river-pebble, white and shining, and showed it me, saving, « Since I have 
seen, my son, that you are eager to benelit yourself, lo! this is what 
prevented me from speaking ». But I said : « Aud tell me, our father, what 
benefit is derived from this stone. 1f we wish to be silent, are we not silent 
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ves to himself can do so; but in the case of one who is among many 


sions must necessarily eall and speech come. however much guard a man 
over hime If, because our will is bound to the voke of forgetfulness. 

And for this reason P dave closed my mouth with this stone. lest my tongue 
Sse my wil use me to slip: while God knows that to-day this 

= - i rs in my meuth without any person being aware of 
\ L this convent who have adopted this plan. And. for 

| shall stand with vou before God, if meu learn this 

E > us . And. that vou may not think that 1 alone have 
ipic" te are now fifteen persons siroaa in this monastery 

sicdes] l reir mouths, that they may he trained to silence, 

- ~p While marvelling at this. 1 made request to him 


< hand also: . Ho-said tu me ca Now that 1 have Taid 
son. listen. This emblem l had formerly tied to 
| many. | undid it. and tied it to my 
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mand instead of my neek, bike the frontier which lacob and Laban set up 
ind said, * "Thou shalt not pass this heap against me, and E again will not pass 


"oso Eset this emblem on my neck, between falsehood: and 


t against thee 
wrath, the ministers of whieh are ministers of Satan, and not of God; aud 1 
unde a decree Tor my soul that, whenever tl saw this lrontier, ut should not 
How wrath to enter Trom without, aud, iit should be stirred up from within, 
hat it should again not pass this frontier to go outside, and falsehood ngain 
should never go ont from within. But these knots of the emblem Ihave put 
here for private observation ; and, of these three huols, one, the first, Chave 
mit there as a guardian of my thoughts, lest they dissipate themselves in 
vain things, and that, il error gaii dominion over my mind, aud it be 
suddenly captured and dissipated by the sight ofan object, Fanas remember 
uy soul and tiri to God; and the second again is guardian of the veineinbrance 
God, that, as it does not depart. thence, neither may my imlelleet: also 
lepart from the remembrance of its Creator; and, W again the evil of error 


nun dominion over and take possession of un intellect, when | see this 
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object, | may suddenly turn myself and ery to God to deliver me from error; 
and the third is a symbol of remembrance to keep the commandments of 
him who said, ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments '.. I] know, my son, 
that these things are to many folly, and lead them to deplorable laughter ; 
but to me they are very useful, and they are to me the irons of my service, 
but they are not manifest to anyone. Mark that ] have testified against vou 
before God ». But I, being astounded at the old man's thoughts, and the 
seeret ordinances of virtue that he had stamped upon his soul, refrained also 
from repeating these things until his departure, for eight vears, while many 
miracles were also wrought through his prayer and through the repository 


of his bones, 


The history of a certain old man whose name was Zacharias is ended. 
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l. Ms. seit 


XX. — NEXT THE TWENTIETH HISTORY, OF A CERTAIN BROTHER FROM THE SAME 
CONVENT IN WHICH THIS HOLY OLD MAN ZACHARIAS WAS LIVING, AND ABOLI 


THE BEGINNING OF SOY ND. TRAINING. 


Since therefore I was always coustautly going to that convent, on account 
of the character of the old man's virtue, and that of all the other saints in it, 
many of that Christ-loving brotherhood, as if they supposed of us that we 
were something, used to come and make revelations about their thoughts, 
and tell of the thoughts with which they had to contend (); and sneh answer 
would be made to each one of them as Grace supplied, And thus consolation 
derived from conversation was gained by many; and thus they would rejoice 
and cause one another to think that we, as a person raised above passions, 
were giving them consolation. One day a certain brother!, who himself also 
possessed such great pre-eminenee of character that the period during which 
the whole of the sole of his foot was lying and resting ou the ground during 
the hour of serviee was reckoned by hin as sin (« | have removed myself from 


l. The sentence is lelt unfinished, and the sense resumed in the next. 
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L Hore follows an erased. word of about 3 letters, the fast being 0 - 2. Corr. v. D. and 1. Wo. 
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fervour toward God »); so that it was impossible for anyone 10 see him (and 
neither did this man so act in common with all, bnt specially 9 without his 
eves extended towards heaven, his soul also being in this way drawn upward 
with liis body, so that, whenever anyone observed the soles of his feet, he 
would see him with his heels always raised, and moving up and down, so 
that m this way his soul was extended upwards, and at one moment he would 
stand upon the very tips of his toes, as if he were in the act of ascending, and 
at another moment, when his toes were tired, he would let his soles drop, 
and again raise them, aud so all the service; so that, if barbarians” came in 
among them, be would be unaware of them and would not lower the gaze of 
his eyes from heaven; insomuch that 1, when he happened to be in front 
of me at the service, was amazed at the fervour of his soul before God, since 
his hands also under his robe, that is the palms themselves, were secretly 
extended, and every part of him was being drawn upwards, while not a 

fenee was allowed to pass out from his mouth without an expression of 


r thanksgiving between each several sentence, « Praise to thee, Lord »; 


© eot that I ean make of this semence, whieh is probably corrupt, — 2, V. D. and L. 
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l. Ms, Fuge. 


again, « Thanks to thee, our Hope » : at another again, « Blessed art thou, our 


Creator. Praise to thy mercy, our Saviour » ; and thus his tongne would give 
birth to these fruits all the time of his service, aud would send them to hea- 
ven iu rapid succession without ceasing. This earnest! man therefore fell 
on his face before me weeping bitterly, and spoke with me, and said to 
me: «l, my father, am lost from before God; and from this time forth Tam 
ashamed to stand before that majesty inasmuch as I have provoked it; since | 
have deserted it and have served with Satan, doing his will». But I, when I 
heard it, was astounded, and said : « Tell me what the thing is », while 
others also were standing aud listening and marvelling. He says to me :z « | 
have committed a great sin, and cannot confess it before men ». 1, thinking 
that perhaps some temptation of fornication had somewhere come in his way 
and he had fallen, say to him : « Tell me your sin ». But he objected, weeping, 
« Be not vexed, sir, that | cannot confess. » But I, because | thought that per- 
haps he would be ashamed in the preseuee of many persons, took him apart, 
and said to him : « In case the temptation of fornication has come in your 
way, say, and be not ashamed; because this happened to mighty men also, 


1. The ms. reading might perh. be rendered ‘rapt’ iv. D. and L. c eestatieus? ; but, as Page is 
uot known in this sense, E prefer the easy emendation. 
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and they repented at once, and were forgiven. And now savy, and T myself 
will repent with vou ». But he said, « My sin, sir, is more grievous and 
more lamentable than fornieation ». But | again, being greatly distressed, 
raised my thoughts to terrible and grievous things, in which Satan by the 
same desire plunges and sulfocates men; and, being afflicted at the thought of 
these things, | said to him : « Blessed man, our God is good and merciful; 
and, however greal are the wiekednesses that a man commits, if so be he 
turns and knoeks at the door of his merev, he does not reject lim; but he 
rejoices over him and receives him. See how his own chief disciple Simon 
fell not only into the simple wickedness of denial, but also into that of oaths 
and curses; and, when he poured out tears toward him, he did not remember 
his offence. Aud now, if vou are willing to tell vour case —, and, if not, 
why do vou trouble me?», He said to me: « Now, sir, | will confess. While 
L was standing before God at the service, Satan threw one of the brothers 
vn, and he came and fell before my feet: and I on seeing il deserted the 
PGod, and performed that of Satan, aud I fell, and laughed over that 

ile Twas standing at the service. And to! this is my disaster ». 


M iy part heard this, | also was smitten with the same sin as he, 
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and |] laughed over all the depths and heights of sins which np to now we 
had thinking that this might be. And, being amazed at the blessed man's 
spirituality, to think what a height of wickedness the saints reckon such a 
little shorteoming as is neglected by us so that we ourselves do not even rec- 
kon it as a shortcoming, | said to him : « In ease you have been constrained 
hy shame to say one thing in place of another, beware lest Satan deceive 
you, and vou be involved in two wickednesses aud double your sin by the 
use of falsehood ». But he professed, « This, sir, is my sin; and 1 seek to 
learn from you how to meet God ». Bat F, looking at the nature of the 
man’s pre-eminent character, did not bring his thoughts down to the level of 
our coutemptibility and say to him, « This is wot asin », in the first. place 
because it is a sin, and in the second since excessive caution would do no 
harm to the blessed man, saying : « Go, our brother, again, and pray to God 
on account of this sin; not for your own only, but also for the rest who slip 
and fall into it like you. And do you, as far as you can, beware both of it 
and of any other. But, if you fall into any sin, beware Jest Satan lead vou 
into despair and say to you, * You have provoked, you will not be accepted’; 
but, whenever you have any nleer of sin, lay the poultice of repentauce' 


1, Cf, p. 52. 
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upon itimmediately, and do not despair ». Aud so he aecepted the advice, 
and went away: and [rom that time forward he used to perform remorseful 
repentance for that sin by day and by night. 

Next it has been my desire to record something on the subject of the 
training which | have seen them applying in that convent to those who come 
from the world to receive the religious habit (cy7u), which pleased me 
greatly. For these are not like all the others who', if a man runs away by 
reason of an offence committed, or from slavery, or from a quarrel with his 
wife; or by reason of thefts and the menace of the law, then he goes to 
à monastery, and at once has his hair shaven from his head, and has passed 
in and been admitted, while the sensual methods and acts of the worldliness 
of this world are thronging within his mind, and also, as soon as he has seen 
that his hair has been removed and he has been elothed in the loose garment, 
he will think that he has now also passed the limit. of perfection and of 
monastieism. And for this reason there are many also from whom the leaven 
of their worldliness does not pass away even when they are in a convent 

v years, because the thorns and briers of their. loose and dissolute and 


mstoms din the wordly estate were not from the beginning cleansed, 


eis left untinished and the sense completed in another way. 


[279] OF A MONK FROM THE SAME CONVENE. 270 
|] ^—320,-0 Lo 5 Jo LOAD Mus Jad MS jao fou 
oot slo Jlaxo Jesus SM, - of weal] Jadoo ja wo wa 
Jo 10 po So KaD sy ey Lado Jes pe facto Jes. 
Ws qoa bäs . jKaso eso, Ja .seS ss Jia ali XK po JE ‘ 
ea ouso fais Lano Lops Mse.jo Jlasmso Jlasjpsrso JL aca. Aso 
coos! Li Jipa ouo oly dh] Lao Joa JI «uot Soo Jon 
aasa «fobs, J Aso yl Su [pened pal oo coi [ow yl lo 
Saw; oy Laos Illy pay Jando than cmixes cas] «x5: Lio Ss 
Jans fro limo „oaao ahl Ss opar fM pea JanS” 
«2e I Ladin oix xo a sua Lasan o> Ies] Js Je lio 
«ao eda D Jroo Jas) ha Sx ple! Js JASOS S 
Lice Jas oh | TOAD 9 JAo NA NL MS yl 000 q 0% AMS 
bias oc No] Lo; be» Jon ama 42-235 Ses NS had ad 


and then tlie pure unalloyed seed of the devout and venerable habit (syžux) of 
religion falls outwardly upon them, and they have put it on atonee on the first 
day, and from this time it has heen in Satan's power easily to drag and entrap 
and lead many into sensuality and prideas well as into actual dishonourable and 
odious customs and passions of various kinds: beeanse, if the root of 
worldliness remains in its place, the thorns of disorderliness and sensuality and 
greediness and the love of money and evil passions spring from it. In this 
convent therefore it is not so, since from it there come monks indeed 
and not like that rabble who themselves according to the words of Seripture 
seduced Israel fo turn against the Lord who delivered them to try him'. 
As soon as a layman comes who wishes to enter upon a course of training, at 
first they ask him questions about his country and his family (yév2s), and 
what he possesses in the world, and what cause gave rise to this resolution 
in him, inquiring of him « Has any worldly cause turned your thoughts to this 
purpose? »: and, after the man whoever he be has settled all these points, 
so that they may know the genuineness of his desire, if again he in truth 


possesses this iu his mind, they inquire of him, « Lo! how long have you 
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had this resolution in you? »; and on learning all these things they allow him 
to stand at the gate for thirty days, saying, « Beware lest your thoughts urge 
you lo return for any reason, for the sake of kindred (yévs3), or for the sake of 
wife, or for the sake of any property. Sit here, and try your thoughts for 
thirty days, if vou can die to the things of the world, and then you shall come 
in lo live with Christ, knowing this also, that, as a dead man, after they 
have carried him out of his house and laid him in the grave, is no longer able 
either in small or iu great degree to consider or think or know if he has any 
worldly property, so he who is buried with God, if he seeks to serve him, 
las no more any kind of worldly property, so that not only does he become 
a stranger to things outside him, but be also seeks even to forget himself, that 
is to abandon his former habits, and then he approaches ». But after thirty 
days, if they see that he is kindled with enthusiasm (?), they again say the 
same things to him and many words, and then he comes inside, while they 
ve him free admission and also require him to be regular in attending service 

tehing with the brotherhood, and the weekly ministration’, and all the 


| l Libour of the monastery for about three months, making trial of 


hibdomedarit, see p. 62, n. 2. 
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his earnestness and observing his alacrity. ud, if they see him to be eager 
to receive the mark, and if lie is vigilaut and presents a petition, then indeed 
he is again called, and many things are said to him : « You have tried, and 
you have seen. Is 1 too hard for vou? after vou have received the mark and 
laid a foundation for repentance, let not Satan return again ; for from this time 
struggles aud temptations such as you have never seen will assail you ». 
And, when he professes every thing, they present him before the altar and 
make a prayer for hin, and they take a small round piece from the erown of 
his head, as the custom is (and they take it even from many laymen'); and 
they say to him : « From this time onward you become a penitent, not a monk. 
Remember everything that has been done by you, and make entreaty on 
account of it before God. and repent of your former habits, and forget them: 
and cleanse yourself from all worldly foulness for three years. ff so be you 
have eloven firmly to Christ, then he will command, and they will clothe vou 
in the venerable robe (sz22z) of his habit (s7z92), and he will place on your 
hand also the ring of observance of his commandments ». And so they leave 
him again for three more months; and again he presents a petition to be 


l. Se. those who are not inmates of a monastery: ef. cli. 7. 
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tonsured, while this also is their part, to urge him himself to seek 
intercessors', And. again they require at his hands, « Look to vonr 
thoughts. H is expedient for vou now to turn back and it is open to you 
to do so. Can vou endure, even after yet other days’ journeys (uzvstev) have 
presented themselves before you? ». Aud, if again they see that he is in 
earnest, they shave half his lead only, so that for this reason one may see 
many among them whose tonsures differ among themselves. And, at the end 
of a year of his penitence, then his tonsure only is completed, while he is 
net allowed to clothe himself in the coat, nor to bind on the girdle, nor the 
cloak, nor the cowl, nor a regular tunie or a regular eoat?, but they bind 
a cord on him over a tunic of straw, and a hood moreover of straw, saving, 
« Be in earnest in. your repentance »; and thus they humble his thoughts 
during his repentanee. while he longs and expects and hopes until he be 
thought worthy to approach the habit 272723) also. And he completes three 
years", and then he eomes before the altar; and again great cautions are 
pronounced, and, « Iu ease you seek do turi back now, it is open to von ». 


l so they array him in the habit phun. the first foundation whieh he laid 


eosors, d John hse pers forgollen thal he had mentioned the Wa above, — 3. The 
rechoned from the firsl tonsure see p. 281. ]. 13. 
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having been laid hy him unto his end. At these things | was greatly 
astonished, and they pleased me much; for these men are in truth brought to 


religion. 


The history of a certain brother from the couvent of the holy Zacharias, 
and about the beginning of sound training is ended 


XXL. — Next THe TWENTY-FIRST HISTORY, OF THE GREAT BLESSED MAN Tno- 
MAS FROM ARMENIA, WHO FROM GREAT RICHES WAS TRAINED TO POVERTY Ol 


SPIRIT, HE AND HIS WIFE AND HIS CHILDREN. 


A relation therefore of the history of the admirable modes of life of this 
holy Thomas did not seem to me to be alien to this holy series, even if it 
be not related by us iu accordance with its magnificence, ou account of the 
greatness of his later modes of life, and the fervour of his zeal in divine 
things, and his mortification and the crucifixion of his body to this world; a 
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man with whom we were in pleasant and spiritual intereourse for thirty 
years after his training '. 

This saint's father therefore, whose name was Sng, was formerly a great, 
renowned, aud distinguished man before the kings*, and he held the ollice of 
the satrapy in the districts of Syria and Armenia * for many vears, while the 
kings? and all the leading men listened to him and weleomed hin, inso- 
much that the man became exceedingly rich and great, in gold and silver, 
and extensive lands, and many slaves; while everything that he possessed 
was on a great seale, were it fields or woods, or parks (nagadevsos) or high 
buildings of vast size; insomuch that in riches and dignity he held a very 
hich place among those who were in the East. This man therefore had 
this devout son hesides another brother; and he also as well as himself was 
distinguished and renowned before the kings?: and be bestowed great care 
upon him that he might receive the best possible education in the wisdom 
of the Greeks, placing him at Berytus and at Antioch and at other places, 


While he also spent large. sums of money on him in accordance. with the 


L Sw gp. W o .— 2. Or thing and. queen’. 3. This seems lo be an exaggeraled statement. 
only salrapies were those of the 5 Armenian lerritaries which dustinian in 536 combined inlo 
Norella 31, aud thal Snq's post was one of these is confirmed by the fact that his son 
Jain lo the succession, The distiiel was apps. Balabilene, since the hereditary 
e other sulrapies was ibelished by Zeno (Proc. ded., m, De The 2 salrapies might he 

d ! veia or Aami, aud perh, this is what T. means. Cf. p. 225. 
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scale demanded by the high position. He therefore was brilliantly instrue- 
ted, and sagaciously educated, for many years; because by his own nature 
he possessed in general the quality of sagacity. And, when the time came 
aud he had been taught and had received a first-rate education, his father 
began to occupy himself in introducing him into the office itself, since he 
was indeed destined to receive the charge (szexsi2) of the great gover- 
norship (2;/52)'; and, while he was making these plans, the end over- 
took him; and ‘on that day’, as it is written, «all his plans perished »?, 
And this his son remained over his house and over his office, his brother 
also having died; and he too began to deliberate with himself and to say : 
« My father, who acquired all this dignity and greatness and property and 
riches, has left everything, and out of all his house and his riches and his 
property and his office nothing has gone with him except sins only: and I 
therefore now, if 1 stay and add to my father's property to the same extent 
as he did, and to the same extent a thousand times over, shall presently die 
as he did, and it will become the property of others, and perhaps it will 
hecome the property of men who are prodigal and vicious and of fornicators, 
and they will squander it in evil fashion; and to me what will come from it 


1. I. e., to succeed lo lhe satrapy. — 2. Ps. CXLVI, 4 
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1. Ms. lleno, corr. to Blasco. — 2, Ms. ILE, 


except hell and eternal torment, since neither has all this been amassed 
by justice or by righteousness, but by plundering and cheating the poor? 
And now why do I need othee and governorship that passes away and decays, 
and gains nothing else for those who enjoy it except a bad end and judg- 
ment and torment? And therefore | will go up to the rulers, and surrender 
to them the governorship which is theirs, and for me it is sullicient to sit in 
my house in the silence of my soul and praise God; and what we have is 
snflicient for me and my children if they live many times over(?) ». He had 
taken therefore during his life‘ a great wife from the great and renowned 
family (évoz) of those who are called Arsacids, who, as they say, were them- 
selves also an exalted royal race. Sueh thoughts then first sprang up in 
this blessed man; and he forthwith began to carry the thing out, not delaying, 
but gomg up at once to the royal city, and making this request of the king, 
Ibat he would order them to receive an account of his office. But the king 
continued to press him to fill his father's place; and he made supplication 
and said : «Hf your majesty’s slave has found merey in your eves, order me 


joe's life must be meant. Perh. *9a25l* has fallen out. 
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only to sit in silence in my house in your dominions: since | am indeed not 
equal to the position of ruler; and why must I overwhelm myself and others 
and incur sin? ». And the king, admiring his words, did not press him, but 
ordered them to receive it' from him and let hin be released. And thus he 
was released, and went down to his house with joy, giving thanks to God 
and saying : « Now that God has delivered me from robbery and cares and 
anxieties, I will attend to myself and my house and my properties (adsizs), 
and will administer them in a religious spirit; and further I will remember 
my father who ran his course in the vanity of this deceitful world, and amassed 
all these things for me. And, in order that | and his own spirit itself may 
receive deliverance, since I know that he did great injustice, | on my side 
will give alins out of the very sum that he amassed, that le may find at 
least a little mercy on the judgment-day ». And from that time therefore he 
began to carry out these same things, and he did not give and act in the 
ordinary way like other men, but he would in private grasp the receiver, and 
in private fall on his face before him weeping aud beseeching him to entreat 
God to accept his purpose, and absolve his father also, saying, « Since you, 


I. Se. the account. 
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my brothers, have not provoked God by robbery and injustice, entreat him 
on our behalf, of whose wiekednesses there is no end, that he may be recon- 
ciled to us, aud have merev upon us in the great day; since even this which 
weare giving comes from the blood of the souls of the poor and of the indi- 
gent, and of orphans and of widows ». When he had been doing these 
things for a long time, everyone was astonished at him and praised God, 
thinking what a cruel and rapacious father had begotten what a just and 
generous and merciful son. But, while he was making many distributions 
of alms to all the needy and giving them, during these things his thoughts 
also were receiving a praiseworthy advance, su that he began to lay a sound 
fonndation for penitence, with alfliction and fasting and prayers at all times; 
and henceforth out of all his great dainties and delicacies he fed on nothing 
except bread only and salt; and gradually his thoughts progressed until they 
reached this point, to sell all that he possessed and give to the needy as 
our Lord also commanded, and take his cross and follow him'. And this he 
did not delay to carry out, but he thereupon sent a message to the magnates of 
the distriet his neighbours, and stated that, if they were willing to buy his 


nds which bordered upon them —, and, if not, they were not to be annoyed 
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1. Ms. sing. — 2. Ms. 1355; corr. v. D. and L. — 3. Ms. xo. 


at strangers buying them. And, when this news was received, like that 
whieh our Lord says in the parable, « A man who finds treasure in a field 
hath sold all that he possessed and bought that field »', so everyone 
who had anything was cager to sell all that he had, and buy one of these 
admirable and extensive fields. And so, since everyone hastened to be the 
first to buy, and further since he himself also did not do much valuing, in a 
short time he sold the great estate (95/2, not being deterred by the beauty 
of the buildings, nor the extensiveness of the courts that were scattered 
over these lands, nor the thickness of the many woods and of the parks 
(xxoxevoz) with various kinds of fruit, nor the attraetiveness of the irrigation 
and of the gardens and of the vines, and the circuit of long walls which 
formed a strong fence round the meadows and vines and fruit; but, just as 
a man becomes often drunk from wines, so his soul beeame drunk on God, 
and he scattered all his possessions in the fervour of his love: since the eye 
of his mind was henceforth set on the possessions that remain, and the 
scattering of temporal ones therefore did not trouble him, while henecforth 
he devoted himself to making gilts on a large scale to the needy and the 
distressed, and to those who had creditors, and to churelies and monasteries, 


l. Id.. xii, Mi. 
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and he dissipated his possessions without stint in a manner that cannot he 
understood and told; while he also built a certain monastery (which is a well- 
fortified stronghold) for his own personal use and that of his whole house- 
hold, since both great and small and his wife and his children, and his 
slaves also aud many free men who were attached to him would promise 
him to yoke themselves with him under the gentle yoke of monasticism, 
which they iu Tact did. 

And he prepared two places, one for himself and the men who were 
with him, and another for lis wile and the other women who were with her, 
while he collected certain renowned and distinguished blessed men, and 
they came and made vigil and prayer, aud gave them the habit (7252); and 
they used to teach them the methods of the religious hfe and the ordinances 
of monasticism; and so again his wife also as well sent and Fetched [or 
herself two great and holy women front the laud of the Cappadocians, and 
they Hived with her, and tanght both her and her one daughter aud everyone 


was with ber the discipline of religion. And henceforth all the blessed 


T ed severely to bind upon themselves great burdens of ascetieism and 
ol line and of abstinenee and bear them, in order to subdue the worldly 
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animal instincts of their bodies, and beget mildness and humility and 
religion instead of the things that are in the world, while the report of their 
labours and of their asceticism was heard everywhere; and theuceforth many 
magnates and sons of distinguished magnates, marvelling at what this 
blessed man had done, would imitate him, and like him despise the whole 
world; and some would come to him that they also might receive the habit 
(cy$px), and some again would hasten to other districts and well-known 
convents, which many in fact did. And accordingly this blessed man had 
been made a great and beautiful sight for all men, while he had also deter- 
mined for himself that he would never throw himself upon his side or rest 
his head upon a pillow, or let water fall upon his body, or oil, as far as was 
possible, exeept under the pressure of great necessity (Zvxz), which he in 
fact carried out, until his feet were like charred columns, being thick and 
black, until. after ten years they used to discharge a large quantity of 
matter, and were as if they were not his, since he was smitten with severe 
ulcers, and would not concern himself even to wash off that discharge, and 
to apply a poultice, while we used often to say to him', « While thinking 


|. This would probably be aller Th. had removed to Claudias see below). The stuement at the 
beginning that J. knew him 30 years from his entering upon the monastie life ein hardly be recon- 
ciled with the statement that Th. lived 30 years after his banishment (p. 296), and probably the period 
should be reekoned. from his banishment. 
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yourself to be showing prowess, vou will be defeated, if you do not attend 
to these uleers, and you will fall». But he would look in astonishment at 
us, saving : « Then (zo), when these feet are anointed with drugs, and are 
rubbed by many persous aud cleaned with great care, someone would perhaps 
come and sav, ^ They have enough, now let them pay for the outward slow 
with which they have been magnified, lest they be requited for it tn hell” ». 
And so, being amazed at the soundness of his intellect, we would allow the 
matter to drop. Of the rest of the severe practices and heavy labours which 
they laid not only on themselves, but also the rest of their disciples and his 
wife and children !, we are not capable of composing a relation or description, 
so far did they transeend the limits of corporal creatures. And this again 
isa pout (hatis very admirable and great, that at the beginning when they 
began, the first day, cach one of them found the last day also, that of his 
end (57, without wearying of the life or slackening and falling olf, through 
sicknesses, or through the infirmity of liis body, or through the intensity of 


the winter cold, or through the extremity of the summer heat. But the 


same? 20 The Saris awkward. — 2. Ido net understand this. V. D. and L.'s 
t qualia die p facere eocperanl, eliu postremo die talia agentes vidi’ imay express 


| nol in the test. 


[293] LIFE OF THOMAS THE ARMENIAN. 293 
[Sho has, Lupaa ba Daia ugar Xoo aa ING r os 
<% JIL par aN JK5; Lean JI Ja ING proo Jas]: 
Lao NS wc) lao fodamas! Jigs Laser: [nas pe ope} 
Jlatsasrso Joa EUN KJ Joo ooa gasaio ql Jusy ood 
waa], [a5 So. Jlds] sooo: JJAgmo [3305 [3&5 f cJ .JLsossso 
sajo] qo Jl» Jii. [e 2 lasao foto} [ax sux) y wpotle 
je halso [AS Snare haao Jloiiiscy cu ss Q5 4200 
Läsas, eda [ok hupa .JKmism JKasdslo JKusso/ äs, 
pol - snare oai hasal Joo care] Maal, Loc Bo ero Jlankyaoo 
Lapa pa laag Loa Jrootsl frie wa iNo q% Joa Sou No. Lasas 
PAD Laual, Jilla as Lauder Jasosi bash -Joo wys | oN aas, 
„faao wadad, alaso -Joa Joà ga Jiaxcoo Laas po Joo 
aaas joa paw! hay o> Jasio des Loss»: fas] od 


blessed man, hecause he used to bestow much labour on reading, conceived 
the desire of obtaining some books of the fathers; and in consequence of 
this desire he directed his journey to Alexandria the great with three of his 
followers; and he entered into communication with the many holy bishops 
and the others who on account of the persecution were at that time colleeted 
there '; and he was strengthened vet more both in the faith and in labours. 
And he bought many great books of all the fathers, the [nll amount that he 
could and was able to obtain, about five large loads?, and similarly also some 
spices Tor a hundred denarii from Edessa; aud he returned having collected 
examples of virtue. Aud so he thenceforth oceupied himself constantly 
night and day, besides constant prayers and frequent repetitions of service, 
in reading books of the fathers containing commentaries and exhortations 
and dogmaties (Sejyat2), so that thenceforward his mind was enlightened 
like the sun. After twelve years during which the blessed man with all the 
rest of his convent was thus distinguishing himself, the smoke of heretical 
persecution was being exhaled in the same district of Armenia, the Instigator 
and perpetrator of these things being the likeness of the original Antichrist, 
the man who held the authority of the patriarehate in Antioch at that time, 


1, 519-536, — 2. Horses’ burdens (?.. 
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whose name was Ephraim 'the son of Appian! of Amida; who in his own 
person displayed beforehand in the ehureh of God all the things that are to 
be done in the world at the end by the false Christ. This man’s brother 
therefore was in the district of Armenia and Syria, holding the ollice of the 
satrapy previously hell by the blessed Thomas himself?^; and this man 
stirred up a ernel persecution against all the believers in the district of Arme- 
nia; and thereupon the chorepiseop? and the heads of eonvents and the rest of 
the priests of the villages assemble before the blessed Thomas as before a 
teacher and a learned man and a leader of men, so that a great assembly of 
five hundred men was formed, saying, « Everything that he commands we 
will do ». Then these things stirred up violent odium against the virtuous 
Thomas himsell, since they said, « He is a head and an example to all who 
are in this district to rebel against us». Then, when the numbers of their 
assembly had further mounted even to eight hundred, they thereafter received 
summonses to the praetorium ol the satrap, that they might do one of two 
things, either assent to the impiety of the synod of Chalcedon, or leave the 
~a family name, ‘Bar Afsana'. — 2. Cf. Land, rn, 295. Tenee ib appears that lhese 

ned at the lime of Ephraiurs descent lo the E. whieh was at the end of 536 or beginning 


The satripies were abolished by the edict of 18 Mar, 536. (p. 285, n. 3), but 
ld take setae time to varny out. The beginning of Th.’s monastic career must 
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district. But they, when they came and stood before the judge and were 
required to do these things, all as they had been taught by the blessed man 
cried: « We for our part will not deny Christ; and we will not confess or 
introduce a quaternity in place of the holy Trinity. Far be it froin us to com- 
munieate with the renegades », Upon these words being uttered in a loud 
voice by all that great company the persecutor and judge and all the hearers 
were alarmed, and trembling fell upon all of them, from the intensity of the 
one stern ery that resounded like a great thunderclap ; and, when the per- 
secutor saw that, unless he first bound the strong man, he could not reduce 
his camp‘, he formed the plan of turning the whole force of his efforts in the 
struggle against the blessed man himself in place of all that company, saying 
to him : « All these things are your doing; aud, if all these men die, they will 
die at your hands; and henceforth you must contend with the king. Either 
depart from this district at onee, or prepare yourself for the struggle ». 
But the blessed man as one possessed of coufidence and streugth said to him : 
« For my part, O man now exalted, I am uot frightened of your words, and 
your threats are of no account to me; nor in the matter of the faith of Clirist 
do | take account of the kine 
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nor of you, nor of anyone who lives in this 


I. Matth., xir, 29. 
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world. But, lest you think that I for my part am bound hy district or place, 
if yon seek to expel me from the district, | on my part will leave this evening, 
that you may know that l am not bound by anything else except by Jesus 
my God by whose name I was saved ». He said to him: « If you wish 
to respect voursell, and uot let there be slaughter in the whole district 
on your account, depart from the district ». But the blessed man gladly 
undertook to depart, saving, « Would that I the sinner night be persecuted 
on behalf of the great name of Christ my God; for l neither have merited nor 
do merit this privilege ». And so he departed from his district with all who 
were with him; and the rest of all that assembly journeyed after hin, and 
some to other districts, and some to the stern and rngged mountaius; and 
so all of them everywhere bravely endured the violent and eruel persecution. 
But the blessed man crossed into the district called Claudias, and there he 
bought a site; and on that site on the high mountains of towering size above 
the river Euphrates he erected some small huts forming two monasteries 
for women and for men; and there for the future they valiantly carried out 
he Jabours whieh they habitually practised. When he had completed the 


period of thirty years in banishment‘. when afterwards we used to resort to 


fo S667, hut probably the sentence is faultily expressed, and J. does not mean 
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the presence of the same blessed man himself, and wished as it were to olfer 
him consolation, be would show his fortitude aud his courage vet more by 
saying, « For my part I am ready not only to be expelled or to die one death 
only for Christ’s sake, but also, if it were possible for a man to die ten thou- 
sand deaths, even this will not distress me ». And so thenecforward tlie 
severe life of the mountains and the multifarious hardships existing upon 
them were counted by those persons as a spacious garden; for, when he had 
found that quiet retreat, he lad great joy and pleasure, and he therenpou 
made himself a small hut of planks, and used to carry out the great labour 
of his secret practices in it, having laid down an absolute rule for himself 
not to taste bread or wine unless constrained by necessily (avez); and thus 
he would feed on pulse and some fruit only, sometimes from one week to the 
next and again on the first day of the week, and sometimes every two or 
three days, so that he was granted the gift of secret vision (Ssestz). And so 
also his sous too who were three he used to train in this great method of 
life, in the same way as his blessed wife who was called Maria also yoked 
herself to the same mode of life, and she also laboured in the same way, 


that it was after the 30 years that he visited him, At p. 285 the 30 years are rechoned from the beginning 
of his monastic life (524), which brings us to 554, bul see p. z91. note, Since J. wrote in 566 see 
Introd.), 30 years should probably not be taken as an exact reckoning. 
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while she never came within sight of the blessed man nor yet of his sons, 
but each of them performed his? spiritual service alone and solitary. And so 
everyone was amazed at them, to think to what extremity of humility and of 
labours and of hardship like this persons who were already in the world's 
eyes kings had heen brought, and they gave thanks beeause of them and 
praised God. And they departed from the world with a reputation for mar- 
vellous modes of life; and the blessed man finished his course in the royal 
city, being also interred in our convent at the holy Mar Mama beyond the 
water?, and his blessed wife ended her course at the same time in the 
district. of Armenia. 


The history of the blessed Thomas from Armenia, and of his wife and of his sons 


is ended, 


] 5e, his or her, — 2. The convent was in. Syeae (eh. 37), i. e. the suburb beyond the Golden 
Hora. Pargoire Usrestiga Russkage Arkhrologieheskago [stitata v Konstanfinopole, Ix, p. 251, (190%)) 
has shown thal the palace of S. Mama was on the Thraeian. eoast opposite Chrysopolis, and. the 
monastery of S. Mama al Belgrad Kapn in the SW. of the city; and ‘beyond the water’ shows the 
palace lo be here meant, even if we did not kuew the sile lo be in Syeae. V. D. and L.s rendering 


y= 


Deeelesiat in eb, 37 is erroneous, the Sys having ^ house" only. 
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XXN. 


NEXT THE TWENTY=SECOND HISTORY, OF TILE TWO BLESSED ANCHORITE 





BROTHERS ADDAI AND ABRAIFAM THE ZEALOUS MEN. 


These blessed men Addai and Abraham therefore were brothers on the 
mother's side, and at first they remained under training in a convent for 
several years; and afterwards they formed the resolution of voing out on 
pilgrimage. And, when they had been thus going about for several years, 
they began to deliberate between themselves, saying, « Wherefore do we 
thus go aimlessly about, and not show labour for our Lord, and erect places 
for his praise? » And so, as they were going about, they found a certain 
place that was a convenient site for a monastery, and they planted their cross 
there, and made a cabin; and they asked for iron tools, and began to dig out 
a site for a martyrs’ chapel. And, when the people of the district saw and 
heard it, they repaired to them from all quarters, providing money and wood 
and everything that was useful. And in one year they erected an extensive 
convent in that place, and they also gained disciples: and when they saw it 
they rejoiced, and they say : « Now it is better for us than roving and 
going about aimlessly ». And, when they had trained some men and taught 
them the psalms, and showu them how to conduct alfai^s, they conceived the 
plan of leaving them there as it were to govern themselves and depar- 
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ling, and erecting another place. And thus they continued doing for twenty- 
five veurs, during which they erected twelve monasteries; most of which 
| know, which they erected in the distriet, and the rest, because they were 
some way off, | have net seen; but the men } saw at last in that in whieh 
the blessed Addai who was the elder died, and I was for some time in inter- 
course with them, and they said, « This is the twelfth monastery that we 
have erected, since we devoted ourselves to this object ». And in each of 
them this is what they used to do. As soon as it was built, they would 
obtain everything that they could for it, and appoint an archimandrite in it, 
aud then departe But at last the blessed Addai fell asleep in the twelfth. 


The history of Addai and Abraham the zealous brothers is ended, 


NNU. — NENT THE TWENTY-THIRD HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED SIMEON 


THE SOLITARY. 


This blessed Simeon therefore used to occupy himself with great and 
marvellous practices in a convent adjoining the city of Amida, being distin- 
guished for quietude and humility and obedience, and love of all spiritual 
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labours, and especially the service of the saints, and great and abounding 
love towards all poor men and strangers. But, when he had completed 
twenty years in these heavenly practices, he desired to adopt the life of a 
solitary; and he set out and went to a certain mountain two miles from the 
city; and he passed the night at a certain spot. And there he prayed and 
traced the plan of some cabins for himself, and he began and built some tints 
there that were very marvellous, being supplied by many persons with all 
that he needed; and thereafter he used to carry out all the marvellous labours 
of his honoured course of life. But on account of the abundanee of his 
charity and the Jove of strangers and poor men that burned in him he would 
not consent to make a court or gates for his huts, saying, « Thus it will he 
open to Christ my Lord when he comes to me to enter my dwelling in the 
person of his bondmen simply and without impediment; that so he may grant 
me the blessing of his favour». And so much was this saint smitten with 
the love of God, and with the love of his brethren, that, when occasion called 
him to leave his huts, he did not close the door and conceal any one of the 
articles of furniture in his cell, but also he used to do a thing that is parti- 
cularly great and splendid and marvellous to hear, wien it happened that 
he was absent were it one day or two or three from his cell. Not only did 
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he not trouble bimself to bring in any one article of furniture in his cell, but 
also on the day on which he teft his cell he would first cook food, and would 
lay atable, and moisten bread and temper wine, and put it out, and a tablet 
Inseribed and laid on the top of it as follows (whieh we have also often read), 
ou which were these words : « Welcome, our brothers, Christ's bondmen; 
come into. your bondman’s house confidently and refresh yourselves, and 
hesitale not. Sinee oveasion has called me the sinner to go on necessary 
service, here is a present of what is required to satisfy need from the gift of 
our Benefactor set ready. For the sake of his true love, whether it is one or 
many whom Christ my Lord is preparing and sending to his boudman’s house, 
shrink not Irom coming in and. satisfying all vour need, though | myself 
am absent in the body. Hf it be possible for him to wait till I come, I beg 
him to do so: if not, let bim refresh himself out of onr Lord's gift and bless 
the Giver, and leave us the blessing of his prayers, and thus go in peace; 
and. f he need anything else. besides, lo! the whole cell is committed. to 
Christ's hands, and at his hands fet him satisfy all his need without restraint 
From everything that is im it But let him leave this writing of ours in ils 


(he rest of our brethren whe shall arrive in order to inform them 
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1. Ms. om. stop. 


also». And so the fame of this saint's great charity was spoken of over 
the whole of the eity and that district. But once two young men who were 
passing eame, and they found the huts open, and no one was to be seen all 
round; and they went in and ate and drank, and the rest they put into their 
packs; and they loaded themselves, aud started to so. And, when they had 
passed out of the door, their feet stuck there, and they stood still bearing 
their loads till the evening and standing erect; and they became incapable 
of moving, or of laying down their loads until the blessed man came. And 
on seeing them from a distance he understood what had happened; and they 
themselves cried with a loud voice and say, « Sir, have merey on us for we 
have sinned against you, and forgive us »..— But the blessed man unmediately 
raised his eves to heaven, and prayed, and said : « Lord, deliver thy crea- 
tures, and free them from the deceitful teaching of the enemy; and remove 
from them the teacher of evil who ineited them to these things ». And 
the same hour they were released, and fell ou their faces before him. And 
he on his side said these words to them : « Knew you not, my sons, that | 
had committed this cell to Christ my Lord, and him nothing escapes? or 


know you not that, wherever Christ's name is called, everyone who presumes 
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1. In erasure with erased word following. 


to streteh out his hand and lay it upon anything has to deal with God the 
Judge ofall? And now, my sons, go and beware ». And so he dismissed 
them'. And the fame ol the saint's triumphs was spoken of everywhere. 
But afterwards the storm (yaw) of persecution was stirred up against the 
same blessed iman also together with all the rest of the church; and he 
bravely and heroically contended in. the conthets (zy6v), while all the con- 
vents were overeome and defeated by the perseeution, and driven from the 
whole district *, And he himself held firm; and thus he persevered and 
maintained a hereie contest: and he used to go about the city itself at 
the very height. of the persecution, and give absolution and baptize 
night and day, while he lad previously determined this also, that nothing 
should enter his belly except from the labour of his hands; but he used 
to labour with his hands in proportion to his own needs, and those of 
the other strangers whom he was in the habit of receiving in secret. and 
relieving out of his labour. And thus he contended several years while 
oceupied in this labour; and he ended his life with this reputation. in the 
triumphi of heroism, while contending until death on behalf of the truth. 


The history of the blessed Simeon the solitary is ended. 


lar story is told in Palins, Hisl. Mow. 6 Dyakonov, p. 38i) 2. This seems lo mean 


1 nd others went tube exile, 
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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 


. xm, n. 4 For 1’ read 2. 
. 1, transl., l. ult. After ‘means’ ins. ‘of’. 
. 3, text. 1.5. After oio] ins. ref. *!'. 


D 


— transl., 1. 4. Om. ‘the of’. For js read qz. 


. 6, text. n. After * Point’ ins... 
. 7, notes. Read ‘ Three leaves missing’. See Introd., p. vii 
. 10, text, l. penult. For ss read ss. 


— transl., 1.6. Om. ‘of’. 


. 11, text, n. 2, and transl., n. 3. Read ‘A leaf missing’. See Introd., p. vu. So 


wt 


| 


eee a p E RM 


vovv] 


" 


also at p. 18, text, and transl., n. 2. 
18, transl., 1. 3. For *confitently ' read ‘ confidently’. 


. 21, text, l. ult. For pas read pss. 
. 23, text, l. 1. For esso read swo. 


31, transl., n. 1. Add. ' but at x, 1, he places his death at the end of March’. 


32, text, 1. 10. Por Ie 2e read jamso. 
— — n3. For ik read jy. 
— transl., 1. 13. After ‘was’ ins. ‘speaking and’. 


— — 1.15. After ‘sobs’ ins. ‘suddenly’. 


. 93, text, n. 3. For ss, read ss... 


— — n.12. For psso read pao. 


35, transl., 1. 3. Add note ‘Ile was banished by deeree of 6 Aug., 536 


xin, 3); cf. Mansi, VIII, 886, et passim’. 


. 44, text, n. 3. For o ssi. read aad. 
. 45, text, 1. 3. For *3' read ‘4’. 


— — 41.8. For ‘13’ read *3*. 
— — n.16. For ops read or». 


. 48, text, n. 14,1. 1. For wae read cya. 

. 49, text, n. 14. For ‘ACP’ read‘ A, CP’. 

. 53, transl., 1. ult. For ‘he’ read ‘the’. 

. 56, text, l. penult. Om. 1“ hall-bracket. 

. 57, text, L. 7. For ‘3’ read ‘5’, and for :5' ‘3°. 
. 70, transl., n. For ‘vin, 6’ read * vir, 4’. 

. 72, transl., n. For*1' read ‘2’, 

. 74, transl., 1. 7. For ‘aee’ read ‘face’. 

. 79, transl., n. 2, 1. 2. Read ** Tliis expression and the imper. paas == please! oceur 
several... . . .. but are unknown to the lexicons " 
. 85, transl., n. 2. For ‘1°’ read +10’, and for ‘columan’ read ‘column’. 
. 103, transl., n. 1. Add. ‘n. 2. 


PATR. OR. — T. XVII. — F. 1. 


Just., Vor. 
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P. 132, transl., n. 1. Om. 'p. 

P. 139, transl., n. 2. For ‘foo’ read *800'. 

P. 155. text, 1. 9. For oie read oes. 

P. 165, text, 1. 11. For ji read isi. 

P. 163, transl.,]. 4. For ‘nything’ read ‘anything’. 

P. 172, text, 1. 5. For usas read pos. 

P. 181, text, 1. 3. For os read es. 

P. 186, n. In ch, 23, init., and ch. 33 all Christian recipients of charity are appy. 
called saints ef. Rom. xv, 25; Hebr. vi, 10). If this is the mean- 
ing here, the chronological ditficulty disappears. 

P. 190, text, 1.6. For joo read joo. 

— — transl,1.6. Add note ‘Cf. ch. 51 (f. 121 r° b)’. 

. 191, transl., n. 1. Add ** Nóldeke (ap. Brockelmann) renders ‘ pera’, but I do not 

know on what evidence ". 

P. 49^, text, 1. 3. For «xit read “as !. 

P. 195, text, n. 5. For xjp read wp». 

P. 109, text, n. 9. For sss read Vin. 

P. 207, text, 1. 5. For ‘4’ read ‘6’. 

— — — ]L8,411. For os: read "L4 *. 

— — — 1,9 For*S8'read ‘9’, 

— — transl.,1. 10. For ‘brethren’ read ‘brother’, 

P. 208, text, l. 1... For xt read "Lu. 

P. 212, transl., n. 2. Read ‘Cire. £ 22500 = fr. 5623500’. 

P. 214, text, 1. 4, 5. For pop ws read js; so). 

P. 218, text, l. penult. For s read a aus. 

D. 225, text, 1. 6. For exte read esto. 

— — — l penult, marg. Read ‘A 54 meb’. 


-= 


— — transl, 1.3. For xxržstowux read x%otpwux. 
P. 228, text, n. I... Read ‘Bom. 2. 
234, text, 1.3. For piseg read "sa, *. 
— — — 1.9. For. read .;!. 
P. 241, transl., 1. 2. After ‘yourselves’ ins, ref. to note ‘Sc. for the communion’. 
P. 243, text, 1. 8. For jugo read jugo. 
P. 24^, transl., 1. 144. For ‘resign’ read ‘leave’. 
P. 254, transl., l. 15. For ‘land’ read ‘lands’. 
P. 264, text, n. 4. For ii read yp. 
—  — iransl, n.4. For ‘lightened?’ read ‘tightened’. 
P. 263, transl., n. 2. For ‘Ms.’ read * Mss. '. 
P. 264, text, n. 12. Read ‘BM om. ,.". 
P. 265, text, n. 4. For roo read ; oo. 
P. 260, text, n. 3. For sus read ex. 
P. 271, text, n. 7. Om. bracketed words. 
P. 283, transl., 1 8. After ‘spirit’ add ‘for God's sake’. 
P. 301, text, n. 1... Read * Ms. saamas’. 


1, 2 points are often placed at the emt of a word (in the mss. sometimes above the line, some- 
ine s on it) do denote the vocative. See p. 7%, L6; p. 75,145 p. 76, LI. 2; p. 79, L 01; p. SO, L 125 
p.235, 126, 13; p. 265, L to. This usage is not noted in the grammars, 
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NEXT THE TWENTY-UOURTH HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED Jour 


BISHOP OF TRE CIT or Tnerra ' 


When therefore we approach the history of this holy bishop John thal 
abounds in beauties, we need the help that is brought through his pravers, 


and then we shall be able, even if obscurely, through the vile pigments ol 


our words, to liv down aud trace out a detmeation of the features of his 
divine beauties?; and indeed his beauty does not shine from one side only, 
but from all sides the ravs of his high! Wash upon the soul that wishes to 
gaze at him: for, if in aceordauce with the holy Paul's saving? one seek him 
among solitaries, he is a perfect solitary, and, if among priests, a high-priest, 
and, if among persecuted men, one who bears his cross on his shoulder every 
day, and. if among the public contests of combatants (zyowiozáz), a brave 
combatant (zyevisz42) and a hero, and, if again the series of martyrs, n true 


martvr for the truth ol " his Rath: and tlos is the consummation of all his 


|. Goustaulina, See the Jonser dite by Elijah in €. 8S. €. 0, lom NNNV. bu ond ett Zieh Be, 
VHS. dfe was commonly called Bar Q wr s ws €. N C. O, av, qe Ma. clo Dion. ap. hlevin 
Bijdrage. p. 20 , ndis antlior of 2 sels of canons published by Lamy fess. de Syrorum: fide. Wouvain, 
Isso) and Kuberezyh Berlin, Eo]. aud translated by P. Nau dae. Lil. Gan. Nyra Vase. 2, 190b). — 
ho Serf La I ono ee 3 
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1. Ms, wo 


beauties. This saint, for whom also, E think, the appellation * God-clad' 
is not inappropriate, alter the pattern of the ancient Ignatius, the samt and 
bishop and martyr, who earned this name (and. i£. perhaps it is not auda- 
cious to sav it and to presume so far, this man seems to have shown vet 
even more valour than he in the contest on beball of the whole church of 
the believers, that is; he distinguished himself to perfection. in his. aets), 
this man therefore at lirst distingnished himself in the laborions and divine 
practice of the solitary lile: and by God's grace he was also advanced to Lo 
bishop of the ety of Phella, And. when agam he had [or some years ' 
led a severe Hfe in this same city, the severe persecution set on foot by the 
partisans of the schismatic synod of Chaleedon was wafted like sinoke every- 
where, and it blinded everyone whose spiritual. eyesight was not fonnded 
upon a sound basis, and concealed the light of their truth, and they became 
aceomplishers of the saving, « They changed God's truth into a he»? 
When therefore this troublous time came to this blessed man, and sought’ 
to unsettle him like many and turn him away Irom his steadfastness, he on 


his side was more resplendent and beautiful: and. having repelled the 


I. Readly 2 years (FIL, po 6. As dis episcopate began aller. Justin's accession tida p. o0, his 
Npulsion was probably in 521. — 2. Genn, I, 25. — 3. Sie. 
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heretical communion from bim, he was driven from his see with all the 
other holy bishops, about twelve from dus neignbourhool: and thenceforth 
they endured the severe labours and grievous hardships of banishment, and 
wanderings in every place. But this blessed Jolin joyfully resorted to his 
former anchoritie habits, wineh be had previously desired to do: and often 
he wished to leave his see and depart, and he was hindered aud stayed by 
the fear of judgment and requital for deserting the rational Hock that bad 
heen entrusted to hin; and new be found an opportunity, and returned to 


that for which he was ready, first to his former convent, which was in the 


„city of Callinicus, which was called that of Mar Zakkhai': and when he had 


been a short time in this convent, the adversary came thither also as well, 
and a second time the blessed) man was again in banishment with his 
convent, with the rest of the convents, and with all the other bishops also: 
and thenceforth they were driven to the outer deserts, rejoteme aud exult- 
ing that they. had been thought worthy to suller persecution with Christ, 
since the other bishops also were seattered over all the convents. Dut, 


when the period of persecution had lasted about teu years’, the rest of the 


I. This sojourn is not. mentionel by Elijah, — 2. Matth., v, Hl; 12. — 3. The line must be exag- 
ceyated even il the perseention is dated from 519, sinee the autlior waserdained by Jolin in 229 (p.519 
and he had Iheu been performing ordinations for some time. 
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I. Corr, from Vex Jomo) — v. Letter appe erased before this word. 
believers everywhere were in dillieulties about ordinations (yegotovies): and 
they began to have recourse to the believing bishops. But. the blessed 


meu. Inasmueh as they were troubled by fear of lighting the furnace. ol 
persecution "more hotly against them, refused. to practise this ! openly, 
though they did a few things in secret sand à murmuring on thezparl of those 
among the believers who hid been banished from every quarter began to 
be stirred up against the blessed men, since they had been reduced to greal 
dillienlties, while they spoke and sent messages to them at all times, asking 
them to eive a haud of ordination (yesorovz) to the church of the believers, 
"beeause ibis in great difliculties’. Then all the bishops assembled toge- 
ther, and considered what to do. Uf they should give the hawl ‘erawds of 
believers will come from every quarter, and the persecutors will hear it, and 
he more milane with rage: aud on this ground they, finally out of fear 
refused the thing. Then, as it ts written that * The. Lord. stirred up. tlie 
spirit of Zurbabel and the spirit of Joshua tlie son of Jozadak the high-priest 
to stand up and build the Lors house ^?, so also here it were Titing to say 


that the Lord stirred up the spirit of John to stand upland visit the Lord's 
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ehureh, which is the persecuted n] every quarter. Then he was moved 
with indignation in his spirit and argued against his fellow-bishops, saving : 
« Lo! see that henceforth we are not perfect in the love of God, since 
according to the saying of Seripture, ‘Te who feareth is not perfeet in 
love’; and again ‘There is no fear in love’; and again * Love casteth out 
i 


leur And now we our own selves have stated it; and henceforth whither 


^ "Do xou 


shall the perseented and distressed helievers who are with us go. 
wish, pray, that we should send them to those that are every day killing 
them? for God knows that I for my part was ready for a lile of quietude 
by myself, and that | should leave God's people and church in distress and 
need, and serve my own sell, far be it from me in the Lord's name. Dul 
now either consent to stretch. out a hand to the believers in the boldness 


txoia) of our God, and let us contend valiantly cach of us doing his part, 
A e 


(TZ 
and, if not and vou are afraid, give me a mandate and a Heence from the 
patriarchs and from yourselves, and save yourselves; and I for my part will 
be persecuted, and Lam ready even to die also a thousand times, iat were 
possible, for the sake of the believing people ». The bishops rejoiced at 


this, and said : « His better that one of us only shonld be known by this in 


1. E Jolm., 1v, 18. 
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the affair. and not. all of us: and take also authority and [lieenee from 
ourselves: and we will refer this bv letter to our saintly father the 
patriareh ‘f, and he will issue a mandate to us, that i shall be permitted lo 
give a hand to all expelled men who come to you from all parts ». And 
the blessed man elad liimsell in this zealousuess, and thenceforth this heeame 
known to the expelled multitudes everywhere: and from that time they 
rushed in crowds to eome to the blessed man freely without impediment like 
a Hood that is prodneed in a river by thiek clouds, while he was sometimes 
to be found in his same monastery and received them there, and sometimes 
in the desert, and sometimes in some eouyvent, receiving and dismissing 
companies of fifty and of a hundred in a day, and even now and again as 
many as two and three hundred a day, wiviug expositions and injunctions 
and caution and instruction, aud performing the ordinations after careful 
Investigation and many testimonies given, subjecting everv man to a careful 
examination and test in reading the Scriptures and repeating the psalms, 
and ability to write their names and signatures, not admitting anyone 
whomsoever who did not sign his name, and, if anvone was incapable of 


doing so, he wonld bid him learn, and his companion would write for him ?, 


hosevernus ob Anlioch, — 2. | cannel tecorcile (his with (he statement Chat he ordained ne one 


who could not write; V. D. and L.'s interpretation of the writing and signing as a repudiation of 
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sind thus therefore they were received and dismissed; while he also inquired 
and learned who were the men of knowledge in all the districts iz62z2. and 
he would send and fetch them, and vive them 1ustrüetions, and haud them 
the impress of his name and his monogram (snusiovi, themselves to see by 
investigation who were fil to become priests, and to write and send them to 
him, thal le might not. perform ordinations at random. Accordingly in 
every eny as far as the frontier, aud as far as Armenia and Arzun', and the 
land of the Cappadocians and the sea-coasts*, men were ehosen and 
appointed to send candidates to hun after investigation; aud, if it happened 
that anyone came to him without a letter from the man that had deen 
appointed in the region from which he came, he would return. empty, until 
he brought a letter, and then he would be received: as no believing bishops 
were to be found except at these three places only, at Marde and in the land of 
the Persians, and at Alexandria. When the whole earth, so to speak. had 
been filled with the ordination tgezozovia) of believers, iu the cities aud the 


monasteries and the villages and everywhere, insomuch that some of those 


the synod ithoush it has some contirmation from p. 328 seems fo ine ab varies bolt with the 7r. 
and with the contexts ef also p. 319. 

|. Arazaueng. This was in Persian ferritory ; ee p. Pio aad po ste, 2. Tins nsnally tuens Che 
proviuee of Phoenice Maritimir Thal doo was al Marde the auth legis ns in ocho D p. 229, but 


he does not plainly state it here, nor is ib mentioned by bljah. Sec also Sev., Select Letters. v, Ui. 


r 


AH JOLIN OC RPHESTS, SIS! 


radar Jte L das +r in) Redo ee ‘LS Sh «llo vM e 
||a3w se. li NSaa Joa elt ot oh abo] Js La? Lod Ko prado 
Lusa o» Wo . Lasa.d40 ooi 5 Xa yea naoi co T 
‘fl sso fsacolo L39 eros PD. Ady 000 were po Lak, 
als ooo M ow [Laz*a» ooot rmt v^ O]aXs. [MX sa5 


Jo. ~~ JK.so1aso UN TO Koo eX ooo lasas fasadojn pad 
Dan eae «ooo. Jio + Li] S&S le bl Pato òo laas 
y (cA deos ods drools Jo os “Lasoteo | SET S Lotes AN. [sas 
an P hasia LNS M coy Naast <% „hLasi} hxw Jo LA? 


LOOM ——— BEN. 6p Jeans odas. 2o aak <1 e Rok 
he> core I] Joa Jj No SN JNa L.co&9 cos ad Saar 


|, Ma, Bygsa8e corr, Nod. — 2. Ms, Poo 


that were in communion with the hereties would every day arrivetand come 
to repentance, then these things exasperated those that held authority both in 
the churehes and in the world. so that. they did not shrink from writing a 
report of these things even to the wielder of the royal authority, first eoneer- 
ning allthe believers, and concerning all the freedom (z2255iz) that they had 
shown, and then concerning him who had been made the cause of these 
things. Theneeforward they hunted after the blessed man's life to take il 
away. while the occupiers of the sees al first sent him threats and orders 
and mandates issued by the hing that. if he performed ordination (yegotovta), 
he should die: and he on his side sent them this message: « | lor my part 
have received a gift from God, and with it bam trading and am not negligent”; 
and know this, that, as longas ] am in the bodily life, and a hand is given 
meto extend to anyone that is in need, not you nor an earthly king shall 
hinder me from performing the service that the heavenly king has given 
me »^,.— When they saw tho man's readiness and conrage. they threatened 
the more: and thenceforth he did not show himself openly with the former 


freedom owa3iecian but al the time when believers arrived he on his side 


l. I Wines. AIX. l0. — 2. Matll., sav, Meno, — 3. Nee. to Elijah 'p. 35, 50) John and 7 olher 
bishops went to Constantinople bs the emperors orders. It is strange that our author omits this. 
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wonld spring up there, and therefore he would dismiss many at night, as 
he was the first to admit our meanness also with the rest ol our brothers, 
the members of our convent. to the order of the diaconate, m. the year eight 
hundre and fortv!, when we came down to hin and received the privilege 
of seeing him by night, when we were also astonished above all things bv his 
attire and the austerity of bis garb, since an unsightly cloak had been cnt 
in two, and so he clothed himself with half olit and covered himsell with 
half of 3t?, and thus therefore he had no superlluity either of clothing or of 
covering. When he saw our company and our habit (5/752), and especially 
the fact that he had seen? that he had not much trouble. with us, because 
all of us, who were about seventy men, caine Irom well-known Amidene 
convents, and we read and wrote with contidence, then he said, « Iam 
satisfied with vou, my sons; and lo! | say to you pay ae eeense Moln 
for a time is coming when men to give a hand to believers shall be wanting 
and shall not. be found». And so we received his blessing, and returned, 


and his propheey also was in tenth fnlfilled, and they were sought and nol 


|. 529. — 2. This probably means that he divided it into an inner and an outer garments ef. eh, 
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found. so that for many vears a man would go mlo Alexandria to become 
a priest ^ and thenee to Constantinople. and return perhaps afler a vear of 
davs without. gaining any salislaclion from his labour, as E saw happen to 
many; and at the time when | was in the roval city (and the same Ihing 
happened in Alexandria also: the believers were in this aillieulty; and the 
lrontier of the Persian territory moreover was closed by war, and ] always 
remembered the saint's propleey. But. after a time the blessed man fell 
into the enemies” band?) and they satislied. all their malice upon him, and 
in their craftiness they also hunted for the documents iyzores) that contained 
the anathemas against them and the names of the believers who reeeived 


n 


the priesthood from bim. and God hid them from them, the number of whom, 
as was posted up i?) by those who counted them. amounted toa hundred 
aud evenly thousand, who received ordination (yitsuTovia) from the blessed 
man, Bot they ou their side carried tim up to Antioch, and he fell into 
the hands of the man that one would perhaps not go wrong if one were to 
name (he executioner (zoz:5zwvz2wz Of the believers, who was Ephraim of 


Amida: and he inflicted on him severe tortures ?. and close paimlul impri- 


L Aes. fo Elijah «p. sd, 62 ho ordnined bps. adso, though no names or sees ave given. Prom 
5r one wanbl suppose thal James and Theodore were the first Monoplissite bps. ordained after 
eceldsins— E. mentions i other bps. as associated with Jolin. — 2. He wie arrested in Persis aud 
\ivadibed Taf. po 68 WL — 3. No fortares are tienlioned by Lijah, and the worl is probably not 


tu be understood: literally. 
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sonments, aud thus he sulfered martyrdom and. died at their hands there, 
alter a period of such-and-such a number of! vears during whieh he had 
been undergoing the conlliets (zyév) of martyrdom inflicted upon him there, 
and the successions of tortures and torturers that were tmposed upon him in 
daily variety in the hope that he might be weakened in his constancy. And, 
inasmuch as be on liis side was girded with the breastplate of righteousness 
ou the right hand and on the left as it is wrilten, and? beld the strong 
weapon of readiness that contends with death, the burning, that is heretical, 
darts? of his persecutors were not able to pierce and penetrate the sound 
breastplate of his constancy, though many beasts were set round him on all 
sides to guard him, like that which the holy Ignatius also. the bishop and 
martyr, to whom at the beginning also we compared this second Ignatius, 
as he is indeed exceedingly like, thus wrote in his epistle to the Ephesians’ 
about certain soldiers (e72270072:) to whom he was committed thal they 
might conduct and convey him to Rome to be martyred there : « Pen ernel 


savage beasts were committed” to me, between whom I was bound for my 


Lo We was arrested L Peb., 237 (106, p. 69), reached Nistbis 2 days later dd.. p. 69, 20 V reunaiued 
there 0 dass ced po. ocenpied a0 dass m the journey to Antioch qii, p. 86, aud died 6 Feb., 558 
GL. p. 1s Wis imprisonment ab Antioch therefore Tasted l0 m. 2 d. — 2. Ms. om. PERO E 
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custody that 1: might go to Rome ». So therefore in the sume way there 
were committed! to this man not ten only, but rather many, so that no one 
Whosoever among the believers was able to approach bun, he being contined 
alone, and two? blessed men that were attached to him alone, who also were 
combatants iZyoviszz0: and thus he ended his life in this conflict yov) in a 
great martyrdom, Aud thereupon alter his martyrdom his words, of whieh 
he had also gained intimation by the vevelation of the Holy Spirit, received 
accomplishment, for he would testify to every man and warn him concerning 
what was about to come, viz. violent persecutions, lacerations of the believers, 
seareity. of pastors, with the rest of the sore distresses, even as they were 
from all sides laid upon those of his ordination (gs; . Some, that is 
many, they seized in every city and re-ordained ; and some fled to distant 
regions. and there ended their lives; some departed from life under Impri- 
sonments aid stripes; and some were burnt. with fire in the sight or the 
peoples of the cities*. A thine whieh perhaps even the ancient pagans 


would have been afraid to do. Christians were here thrown into the fire and 


|. mie. — 2. Ace to Elijali p. 58, se, 92. there were al tiret ^, one was removed aud afterwards 
brouzh! back, caul two were persuaded to leave, — ii This refers lo Cyrns, a quesbyter of Amida. who 
is sud to have been burnt in the fefrapylon by bp. Abraham (Zach, Bl. si 3: BOO. 0n p.a; Miel. 
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burnt in the sight of those who also were reckoned and called. Christians : 
and the steam of the savour of their Uesh was woefully wafted to heaven and 
also into the air breathed by men: and so few were left * like doves upon 
ledges’! as it is written. And theneeforward the remnant of the orthodox 
(4063-201), great multitudes who were in banishment or in places of exile 
(2ostas), or those again who had hidden themselves in the cities and in the 
villages, or in villas, were in greal sorrow and sore need, since for a space 
of so many vears there was none to sive them the communion of the life- 
viving mysteries. But God, who saw the distress, did uot neglect in accord- 
ance with his merev to give a little refreshing to his church, though in 
distant regions, by means again of another John, who also was in tath 
John, of whom also we determined to compose a history separately *, that 
we may not protract the history to a greal length; while we have also not 
sought to comprise any of the rest of the alllictions of this siint and of his 
conflicts (ayo) and of his asceticism, and of his conduct moreover and of 
his abstinence in our history, inasmuch as it is endless, but we have rapidly 


run through these points, which are patent to him who knows alt. By the 


l. Ezek., vit, l0, — 2. Ch. 25. 
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praver of him who presents them! and. of all saints like him. who present 
propiatory fruits to God, may be visit his elinreh in merey, and be gracious 
to us her children, who throneh our sins have made ourselves sons who 
provoke, and may they be expireted hy the blood of the only God over all 


for ever and ever, 


The hisiory of the holy John bishop of the city of Thella is ended, 


NEXT THE TWENTY-<FIETH HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED JOHN BISHOP Ol TILE CITY OF 
ieee ere = rs EGYPT, AS ETE CES: TRAE CONFLICTS (ye) OF THE HOLY Jon 


WHO PRECEDES NIM. 


Since the purpose of our work and the course of our history aims at 
showing and describing the circumstances ofthe perfect lives which the saints 
lived, therefore we sav that in the order of our history we will nisert spiritual 


pastors”. and will also in our work state the circumstances of their activity 


poe. the atlietions. Zoe. (Maite, noi — 3. me. bishops. 
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in God's chureh, since they also were complete anil perfect in both forms of 
beanty'; and Toe this reason, though we seem to be passing from one sibjecl 
to another, we did not think it alien to the excellent purpose to describe and 
band down to remembrance for the glory of God the life thal was practised 
by these divine men also. 

This blessed man again, the greal and divine John the bishop, was by 
his birth yoa a Syrian, Chat is a Palestinian, front the eity of Gaza, and he 
lived in a greal convent called that of father Peter the Iberian, the doer of 
greal and apostolic signs’. This convent was expelled. with the rest, and 
enue into the territory of Alexandria; and there it lived m at place called 
Eunaton which means ‘ninth’, viz. miles*; and there the saint dwelt with the 
rest ol his convent. livingadevont life and following grcal and divine practices. 
While the chareh was still at peace in Alexandria, and the blessed Theodosius 
was sealed on his throne *, he heard of bis manner of life iud of lis teaching, 
and sent and seized him and made him bishop in one of the cities of Egvpl 


which is called Hephaestu. After a period of such-and-sueh a number’ o£ 


Hose, the pastoral ond the aseli. = Z2 Usually Called the uonuslers of PE heedore oo arhe ble 
vit, ber see PF. Pelr dh. p. F5. — i Sje swi, 5, Dae t, 3. Nof auore Jhan bl, for Ch. returned 
lo Mesaudetii nol cartier than daly. a, and was expelled nol haer Than Deca 536 Byz. Zelschr.. 
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vears during which the blessed man had. distinguished himself in his pasto- 
rate, to which be had been called by the providence of God against his own 
will; preparations for persecutions were then stirred up against her whom 
one of the doctors names tthe Ezvptiau. virgin’ '. and severe fighting and 
much slaughter took place in il as is common iu that great city; and the blessed 
archbishop Theodosins with the rest of the eminent men of his jurisdiction 
were? driven from their sees; ind they were also invited to the royal city and 
went ap thither through certain eminent men attached to the court, the 
adversaries thinking that by threats or blandishinents they might perhaps 
bring them to communicate with them’. And, when they resisted strenuously 
and they were unable to overcome the constancy that was in their souls; a 
well-kuown and cruel place of exile (zz). was then given to the holy 
archbishop himself and the whole of his company (auvaa), the bishops with 
the most eminent clergy (227202), abont three hundred of them, in the interior 
of Thrace a day's journey cszzvciev) off a certain. Tortress (zz579z). called 
Dereuz; to which albo we often used to go to vixit the same saints, as well as 
the blessed man the perfect and ereat obl. inan Zura the celebrated Syrian 
l. I do nol know the source of this quotation, — 2. sig 2r. — 3. see Introd, p. s. — i. Or 


‘delle. 


we 
to 
`~] 


EIFE OF JOHN OF HEPHAESTOPOLIS. an 


moh Soo Xe NS. Woot mo | ahh] ewm oo Sl: Loa ‘fats yy 
faracos a3), flarso aoo fod x0 y) 99 ol p ooo vM oo 
J 35 Ja Ns dA Naani J3e:9]J. : JK adso Kaol]? | 2255 
[dso leo haoo .-Loot frase yor Soars; fous Lope je «ood. as. 
vio Wal hoas yoy “sad lo xo! dor S50 55 » Jasco 
«co J ,OQOO way TE xs v> Jlasdso Naapa Ooms + OOO xa phys 
beg pda; furs! haag Wed» «heo «kid "ac, basos 
ped joo Kad fro] Qeasy au] -Lasoo Mas oftas Lawa, [roa 


L000 wl JL o pro RS [soo Valaa Dawo Lasoo <% 
aot. J o? looa mata ho x JI 9or-S]5 enn DOO ADD us 
p> 000 awhio fJusadpao «oo! Joal, loot | p50 J Js oly fans? 


„Joa soda «e Doi. La Laso «2! 99 Kansans flsaod, abot 
Sly Bad Lana eds oH do Wes» os Do joo Sp Nafiye 


Lo And erasure follows. 


from the country of Sophanene', who also was confined with them; and 
thenceforth they were kept in custody there. though the Christ-Ioving 
Fheodora, who was perhaps appointed queen by God to be à support for the 
persecuted against the eruelty of the times, showed great attention to them 
as well as the other perseented wen everywhere, supplying them- with 
provisions aud liberal allowances IEEE SUI 

While these inen were suffering distress there, and. every where also the 
believers in all quarters were similarly suffering, they used to betake them- 
selves from all quarters to the royal city. itself, firstly on account of the 
persecutions in all quarters, and secondly for the sake of ordination (yersutovial. 
as There was absolutely no man to extend a hemd of ordination to any believer 
in the whole Roman territory as far as the Persian frontier; aud accordingly 
many used to go to the same saluts in Thrace, lamenting and representing 
their trouble: but even there they gained no hearing, as it was indeed: tu 
truth imnipossible for them to live if an ordination yeoten were performed 
there, af the adversaries beard of it. But this holy John, when he beard 


these things. would shed bitter tears every day for the distress of Christ's 
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church, insomuch he that would often say in our presence : « We for our 
part have been named pastors of God's chareh to no purpose, since we have 
suffered her lambs to be torn by wolves, and have come and sat down by 
ourselves, and have not consented to die for the sake of religion. What ts 
the benefit that we ourselves are now doing to God's church? for 10! we are 
unwilling fo eure or heal even Chose that come to us bulleted and bruised 
from a journey of sixty days ». And these things he would sav weepme, « | 
stand ju awe of him who ts the head'; otherwise, as Christ lives, nothing 
would have prevented me from performing ordination (z:2570viz. in the greal 
church of the ety i£ E had found opportunity, or in au open space (2) (yozozi iN 
Hheetty in the Sight oFall men »?.. When many were coming every day, and 
lie continmally heard the same things aud could not contain himself. he was 
moved with zeal and his spirit was ronsed, and he said : « Far be it [rom 
me in the Lord's name to hold aloof longer and pay no heed to the allliction 
of Christs Hock whieh was bought by his precious blood *; for, even il I die 
on its behalf. it te a boast to me ».. Phen he coneocted pretexts, and under 
pretexts of illneszes he went and begeed tlie patriareli and the enstodizus for 
permission lo go into the city to see physicians; and, because they heard 

1. se. Theodosius; — 2. sinee om oantbor was notin CP. belween 235» and 240. Inteod.. p. 1s. v. and 
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menhon of illness. therefore they did not prevent him from going, and this 


matter alse about the eause of his coming was mide known to the queen; and 
hy divine dispensation she also received him with greal jov, and she gave 
orders that spacious quarters (ézxz27) also should be given him iu the great 
uniisien called Antliemiu ' and an allowance (zvz*ouz) also for him and his 
slave should be assigned to btm there. And thenceforth the will aud the 
zeal ol the blessed man found expression: and. from that time companies of 
those who were in distress, and had been for a long time beaten and bulleted 
and had none to relieve them, betook themselves to him, iud he would dismiss 
them alf? and they would return to their own countries with jov. while he also 
anointed many altars that had been set up lor a tong time fo be anoinled and 
vo to the countries, and himself also fixed an altar, and he was filled with 
ereat boldness (w23icciz showing keen enthusiasm and conlideree that contends 
with death. When he had stood up and become openly known, envy like 
Cain's was sown in the hearts of many who were inzide and iot outside: and 
they used to address mandates to him. saving, « We are standing in a lion's 


mouth, and vou are causing him to rend us all aud cast us away in one hour ». 
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But he said, « As for the hon that is coming let no man stand before him: 
let him send him against me myself only ; sinee it ts Tas vou say that have 
provoked him, and God will do as he wishes. The mouths of lions are wont 
to be closed by command from on high' » And so he did not cease from his 
zealousness. Bat afterwards they wrote to his patriarch also as well to 
inhibit lim. But the saint, who saw Ins zeal. and on his own side also was 
nol displeased by the saving and refreshing of the believers, passed over 
the savings that were concocted against the same blessed man without notice, 
saving, «© dde has gone away from my presenee, and is in the city, and the 
queen also has received him; and she farther knows that | have not ordered 
him to do such things. » And so he took no account of the matter as one 
that knew it and did not know it. Bat the holy Jolm would accept all who 
came from all quarters, that is on the testimony of those who preseuted them; 
and, though? they were strangers, he did not immediately apply a hand of 
ordination without witnesses and persons to present. Dat, when those whose 
envy...) saw if, and he also made them hostile to him, who were believers, 


members of his company (ya, and some of them also even bishops, they 


L Dan, Vp 221 Wehbe. xt. da - 8 Wee sherk expeet + because? but the meaning perh. is [hal : 
uele there was dn de eireametanees a difficulty in selling proper Tesiinony, he wontd. uel 
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went and told the queen about him. having eoncoeted a petition purporting 
to come from him that she wonld gtve him in order to leave. the city lor a 
short tie. Aud she, masmuch as she thought that he was perhaps in need 
of recreation, in order to gratify him, gave the order, and she also wrote, 
«Go». But these men took the order, and formed a plan to vateh the blessed 
man by terror by means of the order, in that they went and they sav to lim as 
if speaking inthe person (zeisozov) wf the queen, « Do not Hinger another hour 
im this eity or see my face: otherwise you will die. And the order has 
reached yourself (2), lest vou die an evil death: since you have been accused 
io the king, and he ordered your death.» Butthe intelligent man, inasmuch 
as he was in truth ready for death, determined « If T depart, be it to death 
or to life, I will not depart before I go into the palace (zzv) and know 
the truth ». Then he made these meu think that he had been fightened 
aml was packing his things to depart; and he went out and teft them, and 
went down and came to the palace (z2*220v)i without these men being aware 
of it; and he went im confidently before the queen with the great boldness 
(maccnotz) of the heavenly King. manifesting wrath also and threats against 
the king and queen on account of all the persecution of the believers, And, 


when the queen saw him, she was alarmed at his wrath. and BAYS i u Who 
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has injured vou, sir? What is this allure? oo. And he said : « Who las 
injured and disturbed me or God's chureh except vou and vour husband? » 
And she was astonished, and said : « For what reason? Who has said 
anvthing to von?» He savs to her: « You! ordered my death, and vonr” 
order came to me to leave the city hastily; and what more do you want to 
learn? » When she learned that it was not at his tustigation that they had 
come and received the document [rom her, and that? she herself had written 
in order to gratify him, she issued an order, and these enemies quickly eame, 
While she said. « Whom else was it your purpose to deceive exeept God and 
iie and this samt?» Then, when she threatened them with such things as 
their tricks deserved, the blessed man with great entreaty delivered them 
from death, and did not requite them according to their deeds. But on the 
matter of ordinations (yegersvizz) she said to him : « See that von remain within 
the palace (zzz). lest trial in trath come upon vons Remain still and 
keep quiet Tike your companions and do not make priests in this city ». 
Ile said to her, « E will not do it; and. that von may know thal I have no 
desire for this business, | was just abont to request vonr majesty to order me 
to wo out toa villa oustide for a secret retreat of thirty or forty days, as | now 


|l. Pl 2. sing. — 3. sae sw. — s Se. the palace of Anthemius. 
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also request, since ] iun indeed itl». Amd she on her side gave him his will, 
and also dismissed him, since he was indeed really weak in bodily. health, 
and, his body being greatly afllieted, he constantly suffered from diseases. 
But the blessed man was determtped that, if anyone interfered with liim in 
Ihe way of preventing him from extending a hand of ordination to the believers 
within, he would go out aud. visit them himself in the district where they 
were, in the fervour of his enthusiasm; whieh also hie did not delay to do, 
but under the appearance of having gone out to the vill he went on board a 
ship, and went out first to Lydia, aud thenee ta Asia, tii whieli there were 
in fact many convents of believers: and thas be visited in all distrrets and 
pissed through them; and he came down as far as Tarsus in Cilicia, while 
he never spent a whole day in a place, but meht and day devoted himself to 
travelling in all directions. And thereupon tlie report of hin was heard over 
all that land: and. while the report of him was reaching Cre bishop of the 
district or of the city, he himself did what le required and passed from tt: 
sinee before he entered à distetel he would learn about the believers, and he 


would send a message two or three days beforehand that the men of every 


|. Sc. the province. The tuetropolitin ts therefore meant, 
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place shontd assemble and be ready along his ronte! (2) at one day's Journey 
yaris) Tram one another: and thus he visited as fir as Tarsus, intending to 
zo down over the whole of Syria. And there they Jearned. about him; and 
there was great commotion. and much searching throngl: the whole city on 
his account: and so he left his things there, and took his departure like a 
poor man, and was nol caneht. When he saw that the eonntries had been 
thrown into commotion, he thought « Before search is made and the 
commotion reaches the king, | will return »: and so he came baek after Iwo 
months, and he went straight to the villa, as if he had not gone anywhere, 
And he sent a letter to the queen, saying, « Since 1, my lady, have on account 
of ill health not heen able to come in and make obeisance to vou. all this 
time. send me by letter what you wish to say ». Aud she on her side 
consented, and sent him a present also there, And during the same days a 
letter from the putriareh of Xutioch? and all the rest of the bishops was 
brought in to che king which stated. « One of the bishops who are there has 
come out. aud has thrown the whole church into confusion, and has performed 
ordination (yezszovtx) and given penances 429025 and absolution’, from the 
roval cily as far as Syria ».— Aud, when a great search lad been made, he 


LL his 18 apps. the enn. We should perk. read was hesola, or we nell render every place 
in ils territory’. V. D. and L. pass over the word, — 2. Ephraim. — 3, Sc. fo eonveri- from biplivsilisti. 
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said : « Perhaps H is so-and-so who has not been in the city all this time ». 
Then by the grace of God no ordinary person, but the queen herself, came in 
to vive evidence on belialf of the blessed man, saving : «© That man is sick 
and laid up in such-and-saeh a villa; for indeed it was by my order also 
that he went out thither: and only a lew days ago he sent to me »,.— And, 
when everyone testified that he was im his place, they dropped the matter. 
And so, while these men wrote forcibly, they gained no hearing, and a 
message was sent fo them to sav, « IE you can, arrest him, for perhaps he 
is an impostor. No one has left this place », Again on another occasion, 
when this lad been forgotten and had blown over, he succeeded in vetting 
an order given him to go as lar as the hot spring! on account of his diseases. 
aud he was sent away; and he went oul and passed over all the islands 
of the sea-eoast? and those within the sea as far as Cyprus and visited the 
believers, and as far as Caesarea; and so he returned withoul anyone dis- 
covering 1 Again after. this (ou which same visilition we ourselves 
eneonntered him. he ma le a visitation and went down as far as Rhodes, 
and there we were privileged to see him. And, when he old us his infentiow, 


that he intended to pass throngh Asin a second time about six vears aller the 


Ll. cs co Vamintha’. Probably some bol spring near Constantinople is meani, ted he wetlblhnown 
llaminitha ia Mesopotamia p. 224: eli, oo, — 2. Phoenice Marina. 
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liest, stnee we were ourselves come up from Alexandria to the royal wiy 
be returned. with ous. And. so, when we had travelled à day's journey 
saato. at every lodging-plice, he would send envoys taken from the 
believers Dr wo amone en and? at every piet we used to find from a 
handred and fifty and from two hundred assembled waiting for him. And 
thus we passed through the cities and vilktwes togethers so that in the city 
of Tralles mistdle the ehureh, while the clergy were performing the service. 
he made more than lifty priests. Since we were a large party, and there were 
distinguished gentlemen among us, we were given permission to occupy an 
upper spree, In the upper eatechumenia* of the church; and so they would come 
up there three and live ata time, while men stood atthe doors and kept wateh, 
apd men who arranged these and sent them on, and this while T mysel! was 
carrving the eblation and the sacrament! and he was standing and blessing 
and administering the oblation and dismissing them, and those below were 
performing the service: and Twas amazed at the maus courage and fortitude, 


Inthe house of Mar Joho al Ephesus again the same, more than seventy men 
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were assembled; and', they having been instructed to assemble! by night in 
the open spaee in the western court of the paed preenmt cy deret alli 
same louse of Mar Jobn, be there ordained them by aighi Ando so from 
that place we again separated, he to Chios and thence to Alexandria and to 
Palestine, and we to the roval city. Wondering al Une arave of God which 
had stirred np this man to visit the believers, and had given bini moreover 

lo 7 the whole chureh, while all the Gime that he had been away 
those who came to the eity had been in distress and had been wiling for 
him as a good hope and a granter of (heim requests. nd be also retired 
and came. and fonnd many in distress and waiting Tor him: sinee. Though 
there were many others in the eitv itself; there was no man Whosoever to 
stretch out his hand to ordain by reason of his Tear. These things, on aceon 
of the abundanee ob his zeal and the greatness of the goodness of God with 
the man, impelled ns to stray into such a length of narrative, while we have 
repeated few of liis actions, sueh as relate to the method in whieh he carried 
oul his visitation, while ou that whieli is indeed too great to tell; the subject 


ol the rest of his brave character and his hunility, we have kept silence, lest 
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we exceed the fixed linit These things which tend to preserve the memory 
of these holy and ze: alous men mighty m conflicts (z76v! on behalf of religion. 
the first Jobn and Inrther this second John. we have conimitted to the record 
of historv, in the first place in order that the world may reap benelit, from 
the deseription of... their aseetie and virtuous life; and in the second 
in order to make known the graciousness of hint who saved his church by his 
precious blood. how in this Gme of its distress also he set np these two 
pillars of light in ak te comfort it: by whose holy prayers may schispis and 
-Arifes be done away from within it until the end, Amen! And may merey 


light upon the sinner who wrote it through their pravers. Amen!” 


The history of the blessed John bishop of the city of Hephaesti in Egypt is ended, 


NEXT THE TWENTY-SIN EIE. HISTORY, OL THE HOLY THOMSS TIE 


PERSECUTED MAN AND WanTYm, AS 01. DANAE ES 
Whereas we lave though enigmatically and obscurely set down a nar- 


Lo Mes tory: = 2. iss almost cerlainly a serbe addilion, but t= writlen as part of the chapter. 
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eh these (wo brave warriors 


rative concerning the divine dispensation throug 


and true pastors John and John, we anust after the same pattern Introdnee 
into the series that ts connected with them thts third saint also, Thomas 
the bishop, the whole of whose keen enthusiasm and active administration 


in God's eliurch is the same as theirs. For, as the holy '. 


NENE TILE TWENTY-SEVENTH 7 HISTORY, Ob A BLESSED. VIRGIN 


or Cinusr WHOSE NAME WAS SUSAN. 


The strong power of Christ who is God therefore, which is want to be 
elorified and displayed in human weakness tin order that no flesh may boast 
before him ?. this strengthener of the weak is wont to display its operation 
not only through men of great size or mighty strength, Imt also in weak, 
feeble, powerless women, insomuch that it gives them such force iiid conrage 


that they show mighiv valour in fight not only ‘with flesh and blood’ (or 
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With insidious passions and the entieements of tleshly Insts and so om, * but 
actus principalities EE and authorities, and awatnst the rulers of the 


work] of this darkness. and against evil spirits under heaven’ ', so that 
against these they show ‘mighty prowess amd mock at them as a mighty 
man miocks at a party of babes and suckhings sho make Ihemselves ready 
and come to fight with bim. 

For this also was declared tous through the most wise Paul in that he 
saves cn dn Christ Jesus is no male nor female, nor bond nor Wee, So 
therefore this holy woman valiant in Christ. in that she astonished me by 
her appearance and speech and streneth in God, did not seem to me to be 
ini way oul af pluee in the sertes of histories of the saints; with whom 
she also is pressing do enter by the sine narrow gate #, as she has indeed 
already entered. 

This blessed woman. as by inquiry we sieceeded in learning accuratelv 
from her, was by her darth o6; from Arzun* of the Persians, Vaid, 
when this woman was a girl of eight, that is of high Fanily céva from her 
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very beginning the light of her hfe rose in her mind, until men marvelled 


at her sorrow and modesty and devoutness; and her name given her by her 


parents, as by way of propheey, was ‘blessing’ '. who truly received a 
heavenly blessing. — This virtuens woman formed the plan of gore and 


worshipping in the holy places in whiel the salvation of our life was effected, 


and she continued asking her parents! leave, and they would laugh at her 


childhood and sav : « You have not vel learned to interpret ?^, aud do you 
wish to vo to Jerusalem ? », hut she on her part was silent and kept it in her 
heart. Aud‘ in the same days she prayed ind said: « Lord, if thou wisliest 
lor the life of my wretched soul, ^ make thy way straight before me * aud 
provide au escort for me, and save my soul [rom the stam of the hateful 
mire of this world ». Then the elild, as she herself would repeat to us, 
when [| pressed her much, placed. her sonf in the Lord's hands and Hed. 


And after traversing “three or four miles she found a large party of women 
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and men travelling along the road to Jerasalem; and, having joined them 


and made mquiries and learnt ii, she rejoiced and would exult and praise 
God, and would say : « Blessed am 1, for the Lord has wished for my salva- 
Lion, and has answered me aecordine to my petition. Aud far be it from ine 
heneeforth to return for the world or Tor kin (yevesi, or for parents, and die, 
But lam going to him that led me, aud he himself will he to me father! and 
brother, and Lord and Saviour in both worlds ». And thus she reached 
Jerusalem with joy sand, when she had worshipped there, and her companions 
desired to go baek, they continued requesting her to return with them as 
being a countrywoman, saving, « We will not leave vou in this country ». 
Bul she separated from them, and they did not see her again. Anil she 
made inquies to find a monastery in whieh to live: and she learned. that 
there was a large women's monastery betwen Ascalon and Gaza; and thither 
she directed her steps: and she made her wish know to the portress. And, 
stnce Ihat monastery was severe (2)7, that old woman said to her : « You, 


my daughter, cannot five here, since vou are a girl, and you cannot hear 


LB due cand mather. — c This is appx. the meaning of 13205 here, us v. D. amd L. sunl 


P. siuith take it: bat the word expaesses size or mtensity, and, though ib is nol infreqnenthy applied to 


uscelie practices iu the sense ol severe’. ibis a greal stretch of fongnage lo nse il of a monasteryan 
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Irurdens and labours; and moreover also your own delivacy is unsuited [or 
a monastery »..— Dul the devont woman because she was a stranger and in 
à strange country was distressed: and she remained sitting before the gate 
nud weeping Tor seven days, while they tmed to drive her away and. she 
did not move. Then, after they had learned. that she was a stranger, they 
received herz and she came m, while they looked down upon her tender 
years. And, when they learned. from what country to what country she 
had come, they would say to her as il distressed over her, « What profit 
was H to you, my daughter. to come out and rum your soul in the mire 
of sin in. this way? Who is there whom, tf he were to see that vou ire xo 
young, and especially thal vou. are alone, Satan would not set upon von 
even aginst liis will, to ruin you before your day? » But she, as the 
blessed women who were with ber would relate that they had originally 
learned from her, wonld say : « For our Lord's sake pray for me: since | 


hope in hon to whom | have committed myself that he has net suffered me 


to be ruined, and with not suffer me». And so (she saidi they gave thanks 
to God. But she from that time began to follow great modes of life; aud 


austere practices olf labours mil abstinence and devoutness, though they 
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tried to prevent her and useil to smite lier on account of her childish ave, 
that she might not apply herself to these things more than all the sisters : 
and she on her side would. increase them the more: so that) she would go 
[or two and three days ata tine, and then eal lentils only, and she would 
keep a whole mehta vigil st uding in a corner (yous): aud no single word 
from her mouth would be ultered to human beings all day. unless it Was 
demanded, while none of her companions saw her face openty or the whole 
of the inside of her eve. from the time that she entered that monastery, and 
no laughter eame out of her mouth. When they saw the blessed WOURULS 
Way oiire, that in proportion as they strove to prevent her on the ground 
ol her tender vears she on her side went on adding to Ihis serious demeanour 
lor a vear and two vears, then her that they had despised as a child they 

now regarded as a vener able woman: and she herself had also changed ne 
name before entering the monastery, lest any of her kin Crévs; ) should come 
and make inquiries and discover her:and she took the name of Susan. When 
she had been practising these habits for about ten vears, a persec ulion Was 


sel on foot awainst their monastery to make them either submit! or quiis 


Edid fe Hae inire onl iiuen ara estat ates ki odo otc D pro t EIE in Palestine 


probably began, sooner Han in Mesopotamia, where Munophysiles were in a large majority. 
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Since it was a large and celebrated convent, the majority of them were 
detained and conformed, and some were scattered this way and that. But 
the blessed woman was pressed by two alleruatives, one of removing from 
the monastery, and the other of falling into the evil faith. Then she re- 
solved to leave, and go into the desert bevond Alexandria, and live there. 
And she left at once, while a great division arose even among those who 
had submitted in that they said, « Now that Susan has left, neither will we 
stay oo. But of the leading women who had not conformed five of them ' 
attached themselves to her, while she was prepared to go alone; and these 
would say to her : « Ht is impossible for us to be separated from von». But 
she, after she had been compelled, revealed hier intention to Ihen, saying : 
« Do not come with me; since for my part, to pul it shortly, if the Lord 
prosper me as he is wont to do, lam going to the desert ».. But they also 


as well stated their determination, « We too will go with vou to the desert». 
And, when they refused to give way, they embarked on a ship and crossed 
to Alexandria. And the blessed woman heard a report of a place in the 


desert beyond the house of Mar Menas?; and she directed her steps thither, 
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it being about Iwo miles from a village named Mendis: whieh finally became 
the abode of the blessed Syrians‘, but took its begining from the blessed 
woman. — Aud there was there a tower that had been erected [or protection 
against barbarians; and the other five also went in with. virtuous zeal. and 
they took up their abode iu it. And one of them went in ayd obtained 
material for work for them from that village: and thus they laboured with 
their lands for their necessities and supported themselves: mul God took 
care of them, who saw their zeal and their trast iu him. Now there was a 
cave outside that tower in the desert that had been dug in the earth under- 
neath: and once there had been a certain blessed man in it. And, having 
passed beyond human habitation. she was proceding further and going to 
and froin the desert and praying: and on her walk she went and discov- 
ered that cave; and immediately she threw herself inside it without her 
companions or anyone else being aware of it: and she took no food or 
anything. And theneeforth hike that whieh is written of Ishmael the son 
of Abraham, that he lived in the desert of Paran and was there instructed 
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in the bow ', soit would be fitting to sav of this woman also that she lived 
in a cave in the desert, and was instructed in struggles and acts of valour 
avainst powerful demons, who show the power of their wickedness more 
especially in the desert. But her companions, when a day aud two days 
passed and she did. not come, sat night and day in bitter distress. and 
weeping, while they said, « She in reliance upon whom we came hither 
has deserted us and departed »..— And, when agam about ten days had 
passed, some persons from that village learned about it; and they came to 
the blessed women to learn the facts. And, when they saw the sorrow and 
the weeping of the blessed women, they thought, « Has she perhaps gone 
down into the cave in the desert?» And, inasmuch as they knew the place, 
they set out and went to that eave: and they looked in and saw the blessed 
woman lying on her face and crying aloud; and they spoke to her. And 
she, inasmuch as she supposed that they were the fiends, who lad dis- 
played fearful and horrible shapes before her there, was not irightened out 
of erying in prayer. But they, when they saw that she did not answer theni, 
left her: and they went and informed her companions; and so they all ran 
to that cave: and they found the blessed woman iu the same position, 


(rene NNT 20, 2]: 


DL Hopp Sec p p ETE S US. Hb 


DE je aaao LS geo [525 r2 Jena 5 os JRarsa dS naala 
asa Len xr “ols XX dso ete. | “ep dty Naso |. opad ead RDO 


‘ads Ln x? cet aol «o Waai, yl óÓla ollo alas, Jass 


«KS nwopaw Soar oo UNG] byes wel ^X ON ao89 x20 S30 ja oo 
NND JNaisy cer aos Cogo as ese [acts OO lot ES Keo 
hears J nae Vat ea es} I» Jlo xoa SN YQ 2.50 
diss! vala KNS «Dio l"àsao fons yo JNA NS x! 0 „Joons 
[322.4 d: xL wv Ae Wal, aM aao Mojs Jha J Kno, Pre. 


oe a L1 7 


ox poh lo asam Gd edo . UJ HAD} XK ro v! St 


«ol <0 Slo Lads: QI a JN So Sts, y>} veo sKs x vol. 
li 


Jaaa aN oa aai c ol ao Mole «xl wol Jo Jia] 


1 dus 2: 2 Mos genos odo Raas. ee — 0 D tr, Tee — on G bo ropes pad 
15015 BMP P3 app. erased:, S NE. ce dp es 525. -- p poo — TI D eoi Lil 
E [enm gola. — 12 d qase de bbb — qus p bl dne of bl bee. — qa Mss, e — qs. KE 
emo. — qo, pidas. — 17, p olo. 


kneeling and praying: and with dillteulty, when they had spoken manv 
words to her, was she broneht to believe that it was thev, sinee the day 
before also demons had clothed themselves in their shapes and come to her 
to dislodge ber from that place. ud they, while weeping. continued 
making this entreaty to her, saving : «© You hnow that it was in reliance 
upon vou after our Lord that we came out to this desert: and now wherefore 
do you seek to destroy all our souls, and be yourself alone saved? and know 
vou not that we without yon cannot exist? » But. the valiant woman ad- 
dressed them weeping with her head bowed downwards : « Leave me, niv 
sisters: and now | am with you always; but, since the Lord bas prepared 
this place for me in which | have had the opportunity of being at peace, go 
and keep quiet: and every first day of the week one of you shall come and 
see me whether | am alive or dead ». But they, m order that she might 
come with them, set upon her to lift her up aud were unable to do so. 
Again after these things they demanded from her a sure promise, lest she 
should depart even from that place also and not let them know: and she 


gave them the promise. And again they continued begging her that they 
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might make a ditde dish of lentils and bring it her, inasmuch as 1 was now 
ten days that she liad not tasted anything. Bat she on her side refused 
even to lear of it, saving : «© You seek to concern vourselves about my food, 
while { am dving fat on my face, and to make me eat the sweat of vour 
faces, far be it from met But for the support of my body it is enough 
that you bring me a jar of water on ihe first day of the week, and one cake 
(aa aua of bread à day ». And thus they did for her Tor three years, 
But, after the fame of the blessed women had been beard everywhere, and 
moreover where they lived. many persons would come to them from Alexan- 


dria, and from the villages of Libya, and further afterwards a great old man. 


who also with his. disciples, about ten of them. was a neighbour of their 


monastery (i Palestine, and, when Chey had been wuch persecuted, and 
driven from one place to another, when he learned where these blessed 
women were, aud also about the quietude and pleasantuess of that desert, 
set forth and directed his steps thither with his disciples; one of whom wits 


brother of her who had been made head of the same blessed wonten, who 
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also was a man of marvellous modes of life; whose name was Samuel: and 
the name ol the old man himself was Maro: and the old man Maro was hy 
bieth sz) an Nmidene, while his disciple Samuel with his sister. came 
from the ueighbonrhood of Edessa. And. when they arrived, the blessed 
women on them side received. comfort. from their presenee, and the men too 
rejorced, and they gave thanks to the Lord that they were eratified with 
the quiet of the desert. And thereupon they began to plant a eell in that 
desert, and olliers moreover came thither, of some of whom a record has 
been set down by us in one of the preceding histories '. And that place 
wits colonized, while the blessed women also were among them. Acem- 
dingly they formed a plan of preparing a separate place for them, in order 
uet to give oceasion for evil speaking among persons outside; and on 
account of the blessed Susan they did not like to speak Jest she should be 
offended ^. But she was oecupied witli the same thought, « Now that God 
has brought his bondmen to this place, neither is it possible for those of our 


female sex (fév; to pass their lives among them isince the evil one’s attack 


puse dod 22 She had therefore Pet the eave afler He zi wears. and if seems likely that if was 


the same cave which Thomas of Amida allerwards oveupicd p. fol, though st is Chere called a pil. 
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upon saints is generally made through women even when ihiey are 
absent, how nmeh more therefore in their presence ti, even ak so be we! 
eontinne to rnn with caution after spiritual things. | But now let as with- 
draw into the desert beyond this o. While the blessed men were ashamed 
on account of the saints serious character, she herself. addressed them in 
these words: and when they heard it they gave thanks to God: and they 
mudertook to build and prepare for them a place m the vicinity of that village, 
while she hersell intended to move farther up country: and they stood up 
and opposed her, saving : « For you, mother, in a city. if von dwell iu it, 
itis a desert to vou *; but look at these souls who are hanging fupon you? ». 
Then she gave way to them: and they built an enclosed monastery Tor them 
and a tower inside it; and they took up their abode in it. But the blessed 
woman through strength proceeding from Grace received mighty power 
over fiends, since they would thenceforth set. themselves in array against 
her night and day in the form (z2zoz, of human beings, and they wenld come 


against her with all varieties of weapons : and she like a strong mian who 
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despises the sickly men who threaten him would mock at tbem’. And the 
fame of her strength was heard everywhere, so that the fame of her perfec- 
Hon instigated us also to see her as well as the holy men who were there, 
fifteen years after she had settled in the same desert?^..— And, when we had 
heen privileged to ser her that } «lo not like to name a woman, | was amazed 
at the words of solemn feeling aud of the wisdom of God that proceeded From 
her mouth during the space of more than twenty days that E was with these 
saints, going and coming, in order to hear her speech and her delight 
conversation: and | was unable to see her head held erect, or a Teatuve of 
her face mise) except the tip of her nose only; so sorrowful was she and 
tearful. And she took upon herself to speak to us about this world how it 
is in the grasp of error, and how men see their Tellows rotting and decaying 
and putrefying within graves. and the loathsome worm creeping * about in 
the midst of their putrelying remains, and they who see these things are 
led astray by the vanities of this false world, and how again the thought 


af the rapidlv-approachinz terrible hour of the dissolution ol this world does 
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not rise in men's hearts, and that they are about to stand before the terrible 
judgment-seal (2242) of God, saving, « Itis a great absurdity that we hear 
of the pit of fire, ind the abysses of flame, and the darkness, and the rest 
of the torments, and we do not lav it to heart aud ask mercy while we have 
the opportunity as a means of escaping from these things. » This divine 
woman Would repeat in our presence many things yet more terrible than 
these, and we were brought into a state of great wonder at her speech. 
Then there was given to her also the gift of healing, so that every inlirmitv 
or disease upon which she stretched ont her haud was healed. While we 
were there, a eertaiu. great and God-loving blessed man was living in a 
place in the desert that was not far from them; and ihe fiends used openly 
to set themselves m array against him; and he used to see their struggle 
with the blessed woman. and she his. Dut, since she was stronger than 
he, she both prevailed and had no fear whatever of the liends, and she had 
heeome firm and immoveable hke adamant, insomuch that the demons 
Iheinselves used to cry to her, « This ts a woman, but sle has become stone, 


aud [rom flesh iron». These things the demons used to say to her. And, 
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inasmuch as she was xo firm, that blessed man, whenever the visions pressed 
hard upon him. used to come to her as to a strong person; and while | was 
there, he eame; stricken and smitten in his mind and perturbed. Aud 
when she saw him she understood; and she asked him « Why are vou 
distressed. father? » But he continued saying : « The fiends have been 
mighty and have taken away my wits. sinee the whole week we have been 
more than ordinarily involved in a struggle: and this night and day they 
showed me terrible sights of fear, and my heart was shaken and my wils 
were taken away and I was confounded; and [rom fear D Hed: and Tam 
afraid to enter my cell on account of the sights thal 1 saw. And now I will 
leave that place». She on hearing it shook her head, saving : « Come see 
persons that are called men, and not only men but. also Christ's bondmoer. 
Is it right that vou should be called Christs bondmen? You have in this 
way reckoned Christ vour Lord to be feeble, and by vour own Trailty have 
made the mighty and invincible power of Christ, which cast down and 
overthrew and brought to naught all the power of Satan, appear less than 
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ean be overcome by the demons. and they are found to be strong and 
vanquishers of the power of God. Tow are you a disciple of him who said : 
1»? 


‘Ye shall trample on all the power of the enemy ` Forgive me, our father. 


You have distressed me by causing the fiends to rejoice. TIF necessary, 


were it not for other reasons ^, you should only last night have been hearing 


the shapes * and voices of the struggles of the demons which they showed 


me, and have been marvelling‘ at them. Aud for my part l know that the 
Lord's power surrounds my weakness like a wall of bronze. and there is 
no other power that can resist it». While the weak woman was boldly 
saying these words in our presence, we looked at one another, while she 
did not see either of us. Then she said confidently to the blessed man 

« In the name of the Lord Jesus Clirist rise and return to your cell: and 
he as his custom is will make all the power of the evil one weak before 
vou >. But. the blessed mau, being struck with shame at the woman's 


words and trembling greatly from his shame, consented to go. And. when 
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we had risen up from before her and were speaking aud expressing astonish- 
ment at her spiritual. strength and her courage, | said to hin : « How is 
it that this blessed woman's face (z225zov) is not visible?» He on his side 
sail to me: « One day while we were speaking I said to her : * Vor what 
reason do vou hide your face from us? And she made oath to ine, saving : 
Me whe by his grace laid his voke upon me kuows, our brother, that since 
| took his veke upon me, which is to day twenty-five vears ago. E have uot 
seen a man's face (zz55e9z], and do you desire me to sve yours now)’, and 
| on my side said to her : *For eur Lord's sake tell ine the truth, Are 
vou for your part afraid lest vou should voursell sulfer harm from the sight 
of a man, or lest he should suffer harm from the sight of you ^ And she 
suid ^ For both reasons’. » And thus in astonishment at the saints habits 
of life and the endurance of Susan the virgin of Christ we departed. from 


that place. praising God. 


Phe history of a blessed virgin of Ghrist whose name was Susan’ is ended, 
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NEXT THE TWENTY-EIGUTU HISTORY, OP THE BLESSED MARY THE ANCHORITE. 


Therefore neither was the history of this holy Mary unworthy of almi- 


"5 ISSansá 


ration, a woman who by nature only bore the form of females, but herself 


also too bore in herself the character and soul and will not ouly of ordinary 
men, but of mighty and valiant men. 

This blessed woman therefore also was the daughter of distinguished 
persons and a high family (yévoz) in. the world. Now there was a great old 
man of God who was living as a recluse in a village bordering ou their village, 
a man far advanced in years; and to this saint the blessed. womau's people 
used frequently. to come, she being with them, when she was ten years 
old. And, when the damsel saw the serions character of the old man, 
solemn feeling was stirred in her mind, and she despised all the world with 
all that is in it, meditating in herself aud saying : « Lo! they are rich who 


I. Me. onn, see Dutrod., pe ix. 
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possess the world that passes not away for ever and ever, not we wretched 
persons among whom, as soon as a man has become rich and! proud and 
boastful, and believed himself to be lord of his own riches, death has come and 
east him down into sheol, and others have taken away his toi in which he 
toiled from his childhood even to his death, and which has perhaps been 
ainassed by sin. and the sin has remained with him, and the riches have 
become the property of others. Lo? then the things that are in this world 
are all deceit and vanity. For what reason do we not voluntarily leave a 
thing which we mus! in any ease leave even if we do not desire 112 and for 
what reason do we nol become as this old man?) Tis not this? a human heng: 
Far be it from me henceforth to let the world deceive me, and refrain from 
following the course of life of this old man ». And from that. time the 
dameel’s mind became inflamed. and she cut herself off completely from eating 
flesh and from drinking wine; and she began to fast and pray, and to run 
in the road of excellence. Bat her people, when they saw these things, 
used to reprove her, und to press her to continue eating lesh and drinking 
wine: and she would not obey, having east her body. and? all the enticements 


of youth, and the adornment of childhood behind her, and begun to walk 
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soundly in the lofty road of anchoritism and asceticism. Since she had been 
betrothed by them toa certain rieh man, they began as people of the world 
to be distressed and to think thoughts which were not theirs only but those 
of the hater of good things also as well, « Let us rise and make a wedding- 
feast for her, lest she run away and go fo a monastery, and we lose the man 
who was to fake her to wife ». And. when they on their side had beguu to 
prepare and make ready the thines required for the wedding, the blessed 
woman beeame aware of it and said to them : « Do not tail! to no purpose 
and lose your money ; for my part l hope in him who invited the pure and holy 
and virgin to recline at his eternal wedding-feast that ceases not that E shall 
make no bodily partnership, nor corrupt the purity of my sont by fleshly 
conjunetion with a mortal man ». But, when this incited these people all 
the more, so that they met together (7 in order to constrain her, she left 
them and went fo a monastery: and she shaved her head and took the habi 
optus). Aud from that time she took that holy old inan as her model i252 
in all things, in standing and abstinence and vigils and cating once in three 


days. while she also made for herself a hair-sliirt and sandals (22292222). and 
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moreover from the first day on whieh she received the mark never again cul 
her hair. so that it became loug and abundant, until it was wound. ronud 


great 


her four times up and down, so thal at last (it is said) Dt became! ae 
weight. And she also distinguished herself in the conflict (ayer) of persecution 
for fifteen years, no longer passing mievlit-vieils, bat vigils lasting even it 
week. and ten divs, and then she would taste something. And, when she 
had walked strongly and heroically in the roal of righteousness for 
thirty vears, she linished her course and received the crown? earned by her 


life, and fell asleep in peace. 
The history of the blessed Mary the anchorile! is ended, 


The TwENTY-NINTUCS! miS Ton, O° Marinas TOE MENDICANT AND STRANGER, 
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Theshri* a certain stranger arrived among us, clad m dirty and much-worn 
raiment; aud, when he had been received and been required to anathematize 
the heresy that prevailed at that time, as it was the custom to require, he 
stood with us al vespers and at table in silence and without speaking, now 
and again looking furtively to heaven. And so, when he had been hospitably 
received and his soul had been refreshed, he simply refrained from couver- 
sation and tilled his month with? thanksgiving. But some of the honse- 
workers (2)", when they saw his habit (oy%y2) and his dowuward 
looks and the indication provided by Ins practices, recognised his character 
and said to the rest, « This stranger is in truth a servant of God ». And 
the man who said it himself eame up and continmed asking him and saving : 
« Whence comes your holiness, father? ». But he continued looking down- 
ward and sighing. Ue says to him : « Forgive me, sir. 1 an a miserable 
stranger ». Tle says to him : « All of us, father, are strangers, and so: 


journers*. Bat we wish to learn whence vou come ». But he on his side 


]lL. Nov. This must he the 27 expulsion, since 2. did nol enter the monastery before the first. The 
date ds therefore 540-6; see Intro, p. tv. — 2. Ms. om. — 3. Lit. those of my lord's bouse’. V. D. 
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ne help. Thes were perh. novices or lay monks who were required to perform certain menial ollices; 
ef. p. 280. The faet diat they recited. serviee p. 3645 is hardly decisive: against this. since we find 
the laymen Abraham p. 4121. and Tribunus (eli. 55 reciting sovice. They perle derived their name 
Irom being specially «attached to the archimandrile. — 4. Gen.. ANUL 4; Lev., xxv, 23. Ps. XXAIX, 
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sad : «€ Why?) What need is there to inquire? When you see that (am a 
son of Adam, know that Tam dust like Adam who was taken [rom dust, and 
upon whom through his sin sentence was given whither be should return. 
Lo! E come from him if vou wish te learn; for E have no other place here : 
but pray that F may have one ». These things that blessed man said with 
emotion when he was questioned, and ceased speaking. And so a place was 
prepared for him according to the custom in the case of strangers, and he 
fell asleep like. evervone else, gut there were some whose sleep was 
wakeful, and whe used to watch the brotherhood, who* after the house was 
at rest would stand in different places, while some bowed themselves down. 
and some knelt, and some again went outside, and so knelt in corners (ovt) 
and in corridors (52227, and praved; and they saw that this blessed man fron 
the weariness caused by his journey Tell asleep at once: and again it happened 
that in the middle of his sleep he raised his head and saw that the servitors” 
were not vet gathered in and all had not fallen asleep, and he waited a 
short time: and. when he saw that everyone was gathered in, that he might 
nol show himself to be up. he wrapped himself in his coat, and fell upon 
his faee on his rug: and this while he was weeping gently that no one 


might hear, until he heard the sound of the first bell while the blessed men 


1, se. the brotherhood, a~ Ure eratumar shows: ef. eli; 35. — 2. See p. 62, t. 2 
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See p. 506, note. 


were marking him the whole night. And, when he heard the sound of the 
bell, he stretehed himself on his rug. and was rising with everyone else just as 
iL he had been heavily sunk in his sleep. And, when the houseworkers had 
risen and recited the service’, the same agam went on Ull morning, and thus 
he would weep lying on his face, in order that he might not rise and show 
his labour to auvone, until his eves became swollen and greatly inflamed. 
And in the morning, when the archimandrite? and the “houseworkers also” 
saw his eves, they say to him : « What has happened to your eves, our 
father? », But he on his side said to them : « The air (243) of vesterday 
alfected me on the road, and therefore my eves swelled’ ». But. those 
who had seen the manner in which he had been emploved all the night 
continued saving « Leave the blessed inan alone ». During the day he went 
out into the precinct of the monastery, and found a concealed spot, and 
there he bowed himself till the midday hell’, while they were seeking him 
all over the monastery: and then as they were going round they found him 
bowed downand weeping. They say to him: « Be so good ® as to go in, father: 


for the arehimandrite is asking for vou ». Ille came; and the archimandrite 


said to him : « Where have you been, father? ». He says to him 
I. Se. noclurns. He was no doubt sleeping in the chapels see p. 201, 225, 253, — 2 Abba; see 
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« Forgive me, sir. D was going round the garden and seeing the trees. ». 
The archimandrite says to him: « I also know that vou desire to see the 
trees of the warden, father » Then with the usual kindness he bade him, 
inasmueh as he was worn out with labour, go to rest before the vesper hour, 
But he [ell on his face aud continued. entreating and saving : « Because | 
was greatly worn out. yesterday, I both ate inordinately last night and 
caused a pain di my stomach oranges: but Jor God's sake allow me to 
wait with the honseworkers, iu. order. ihat my previous. food may 
divest itself, and so go to rest with them ». And. when he had pressed 
him strongly and he would not give way, he allowed him. to do as he 
wished. And the blessed man. when the service was over, went to the 
eorner yoviz) Where he bad been hefore: and so with lis hands stretched 
out to heaven in the form (z2xo2) of a cross he continued erying with tears 
and saving : « Who is there, my Lord, who is sullicient to entreat thee 
for me the sinner, except thy great. mercy that is poured ont npon our 
race (yévog)? Tam ungrateful. my Lord, and a provoker. Come, 1 pray, to 
my aid. Abandon me not, | pray thee, inv Lord. Save me, niv Lord. 
and let me be at peace, before | go and am no more. Save my life from 
the corruption ofmy sins, Lord my God. 7 Be pleased, Lord, to deliver me’! 
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from the confusions and falseness and the decettfulness of this world, and 
from all that is in it; and have merey upon me in the day of thy judgment, 
with all the rest of thy servants, for the sake of thy hoty Name, my trust 
from my boyhood ». While that blessed mau was thus mightily erving 
with many tears, and thought that there were no persons near or seeing 
or hearing him, some men were stauding behind the wall; and listeunig 
to the sound of his sighs, and marvelling at his sorrow and tears before God. 
After three days, when he had seen the doings and practices of the convent, 
that even the very houseworkers also were eager to run with all thetr might 
alter practices of excellenee, he made up his mind to pass the winter in the 
sume convent, aud at the coming of the milder season to return to the same 
mountains. And he came to the archimandrite and said to him : « For my 
part, sir, f intended on account of my bodily weakness and fear of the winter 
and the cold to go down to the south; and, since perhaps our Lord sent me 
to be with you this winter, if itis convenient to vou [will stay with vou tliis 


winter; and, if so be | am alive and our Lord is willing, in Nisan! E will 


l. April. 
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return toward the north». And the arehimaudrite and all the other members 
of the convent also rejoleed, stice this was indeed there custom (252), that, 
if a stranger wished to stay as long as a year and two years and ten, they 
rejoiced over. him, honouring him iu. every respect like the archimandrite, 
And they consented and they say to him : « We beg you, our father, to he 
with us! aud edify us by the sight of you, and by vour helpful conversa- 
tion». And from that thine he determined to remain; and so he thenceforth 
doubled his labour. keeping silence and hiding his head and weeping. 
Even when cating and sitting at table, even so also his tears could not be 
restrained, but he would eat and how his head down and weep; and so no 
words came rapidly out of his mouth except prayer and thanksgiving, and 
unceasing sighs. When some time had passed, those who cared about 
methods of life, and judged and repelled their thoughis, used to go and beg 
him one by one to tell them a rule of life and an illustration of the method of 
contending against the thoughts of the rebellious fends. But he in great 


humility would fall upon his face and make entreaty, saying : « Forgive me, 
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brethren, lor tam sick, and pray for me; and, seek not such things at the 


hamls of me a simmer. xe persuaded by the blessed apostle who sacs T 


aman hath not been able to rule lis own house aright, how is he eapable 
of ruling God's cliureh ? '..— And now 1 for my part am sitting in the darkness 
of sin: but show vour love and pray for me », And, when the arclimandrite 
often pressed him to speak. he himself said to him at last : « Father. show 
vour love to God and pray for me, with all the rest of vonr convent. For as 
lor me the day has come for me to set out on my journey, and f am not 
sufficient for it ». They, thinking that he meant « | am setting out for the 
mountains », say to him : « Rest vourself, our father. HM ts still winter and 
no man eii set out on a jouruey to-day ». He sars to them weeping : 
« Nay indeed, the winter has not vet come, but it is just coming; in which as 
vou say no man can either set out on a journey nor vet work?. And now, my 
fathers and my brothers, pray for me. This is my convent; for God sent me 
to vou, that through the remembrance of your petition 1 may tind merey in 
that dav. My sins have overtaken me and I could not see it. My brethren. 
prav on inv behalf, that 1 may escape from the torment. The end has 
overtaken me, and the day after to-morrow [| shall depart from this life to 
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our Lord, Accordingly L entreat you one aud all to make entreaty on my 
behalf: and vou vourselves also, my brethren, be strong. You are running 
well’. Perform this your life-service unto the end; for in every matter about 
Which vou concern vourselves there is one object that is sought. You know 
ally vou are perfect in all; and vou are able to admonish others also. And 
therefore, my fathers and brothers, inasmuch as a few days ago also your 
afection required of me to speak these words, now in order not to be 
ugraleful for your alfeetion and vour good will, lo! | put you in mind of 
these your principles, not teaching vou, but? things on which you are 
meditating at all times, ‘Onr Lord is at band. Be anxious for nothing, 
but always let your pravers and requests be made known before God *. 
For, "when ve see all these things, know that it has reached the door’ *. 
For from this time we must truly know that it has reached the door; for 
the word of him who said it is not falsified. And again we know that this 
also is written, “There is great fear of falling into the hands of the living 


God ^: and again ‘We shall alf stand before that dread jadgment-seat (577) 


|. Gal, v, 7. — 2. Se. ‘pul you in mind of’. The syr. is confused. — 3. I'hilipp., 1. 5, 6. — 
4. Matth.. xxiv, 33. — 5. Hebr.. x. 31. 
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of righteousness, that each one of us may be requited For that which has been 
wrought by hin, be it good or be it evil. Let us think upon these things, 
niv brethren. Let us, my beloved, fear the dread final hour. Let us dread 
the moment when each one of us shall receive an account upon his fingers, 
and his hands shall be hung up and his neck shall be Fid bare and he shall 
be made an accnser against himself in the presence of justice. For who shall 
contrive a means of shunning or escaping that hour, since who is there who 
shall be hidden by his eloquence? * Who shall say « Thou art innocent, my 
heart, and thou hast been purified from sins » 2’? Accordingly, my brethren, 
inasmuch as we are all abundantly persuaded of these things, let them he 
depicted before our eyes at all times, and written on the tablets of our heart *, 


that so, while we rest before the grace that is lull of merev all the days of 


our life, even if we are not capable of doing aught else, al that moment of 


trepidation aud fear it may spread its wings and cover us, and we may by 
it be delivered from the eternal torment, of which we ought not to hear with 
indifference as if it were a tale, but with great fear and mighty trembling ». 


While then that blessed man was saying all these things in the presence 


1. II Cor., v, l0. — 2. Prov., 4 N, V. — 3. II Cor., tur, 3. 
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al us all amidst his many sighs, and amidst copious tears, with great emotion 
and with many sobs, be eaused us also to listen to hint i great astoutslimeut 
at him. since we saw that no sigu ol bodily infirmity was to be seen on him, 
and he contidently. pronounced that after three days be would depart. from 
the body. While we were thus gathered together, for two days and nights 
he sat and said the same things to us all; but on the thied night he again 
requested that prayer might be made for him and incense set, and he might 
receive absolution while he wept and said : «€ It is written * None that liveth 
shall be innocent before thee’'. Therefore we must not trust in ourselves. 
And. when we had all knelt, and praver had been made, and when the altar 
had been opened. aud incense set, and everyone was overpowered with 
sorrow on account of the words spoken, he was standing and weeping, and 
at last he continued erving to all of us : « My brethren, pray lor ine; for ] 
am not repeating niv. praises before vou: the who praiseth himself is not 
he who is approved. but he whom God praiseth’*. Upon me has come the 
eid of death: and human praise is no longer needed by me, nor yet honour: 


but, since God sent my sinfulness to vou to bury my body. 1 will not prevent 


xx te 2 TE Gor, X. 15. 
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any of you from knowing the things that he worked with me by his help all 
my days. Jt 1s to-day thirty-nine years that | have worn this habit (eju). 


ou monntains and in eaves and among men; aud, since T received the habit 


isyiuz), | have not possessed aught beside Christ. No lie has come out of 


my lips; I have not spoken evil words to men or reviled any man, My 
speech has been naught but as onr Lord sanl * Veamswea amba, nag " 
| have not said ‘Yea’ unless if was in truth * Yea’, nor vet ‘Nay’ without T 
also being true. 1 have not sought anything that would benefit me and harm 
another. Ihave not murmured against my God during my troubles and dis- 
tresses and he himself is my witness. This is the time during which amid 
the troubles of pilgrimage (evi) | have not murmured in my heart against any 
man who did not receive me and entertain me. The man whe reviled me 
and drove me away was not treated by me with less respect than the man 
who honoured and entertained me. And these things, my brethren, ] have 
repeated before you even as they are manifest before God, because | saw that 
these objects lie before vou too, and not in order that you may imitate me. 
but let us all imitate Christ our God the teacher of these things, because he 
himself truly taught this humility in his person, and showed it to ns. My 
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brethren, pray for me and abide in peace. God keep vonr community ». 
And the blessed man went into the vestry! in order to pray and stretched 
himself out awl day down there, while evervoue was looking for him lo come 
out. And the arehimandrite went in. amd saw him lying on a paving-stone 
and said to him: « Father, be so good? as to He upon a rug ». And, when 
he bad spoken to him, he gave np hiis soul to God. And on this happening 
erral fear fell upon everyone; and so in fear they brought the blessed man 
out; and he was buried with a great procession ol all the believers of the 
aityv. May God whom be served fora long terni of vears magnify his memory 
with that of the sainte who did bis will, and that of the holy God-bearer Mary, 


and mav we for our part be helped through their prayer, Amen and Amen! 


The history of? Maliha the mendicant and stranger’ ts ended. 


i House afi The cazensa Ch ae Ti eR p sns sand Addenda lo. parl ] — 3. Me. ats. 
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NEXT THE THIRTIETH HISTORY, OF A MAN OF GOD WHOSE NAME WAS 


ERI wHo was IN Tue ermm EIE] ^ 


we arrived, in whose house we were with many others for some days, being 
amazed at the keenness of the man’s enthusiasm, as he stood and uttered 
anathemas and called the bishops as well as those who wielded the authority 
of the crown to their faeces impious men, renegades, and new Jews, insomuch 
that they wrote to the king about him. and he was driven into exile (202). 
And he left bis employment and his mansion? and all that he possessed, 
saving, « Let the impious men (ake? them; for my puti seek my Lord 
Jesus only »: and so he departed. And he completed) fifteen years in 
banishment, without diminishing the kindness to strangers aud poor men: 
and thus he ended his life in^ great distinction which surpasses description, 


his distinction not being one only. And out of liis praetives I have brirelly 


l. The beginning is missing. — 2. He was therefore nob a monk or hermit, hut a rieh man living iu 
his own house and employing himself in asceticism and charity hhe he heroes efeli i, = Aer fo 
fle correction in (he ims. c be sated with’. 
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set down these, while fearing to be aceused an account. of those which I 


have omitted. 


The history of aman of God whose name was Elijah, who was in the 


city of Dara, is finished. 


NEAT FHE THIRTY-LIRSE HISTORY, OF TWO BROTHERS WHO WERE TRADERS, WHO 
BESIDE WORLDY TRADE ENGAGED MOREOVER IN. DIVINE ALSO, WHOSE NAMES 


ARE Erwan asp THEODORE. 


Since therefore 1t is our purpose to tell the stories of men who walked in 


the path of religion, and in the course of our history to make the glories of 


their practices known, accordingly neither have we kept the glories of these 
excellent men hidden, who in their garb (zyzgyx) were reckoned laymen aud 
traders, but were constantly occupied in the practices of angels. These are 
two brothers, and in the time of their boyhood they served for pay with 
traders. and travelled with them, each of them in his own direction, that ts, 


tothe regions of the Persians both of them. Aud they formed in their mid 
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the purpose of following n religious life: and they determined that whatever 
God provided Tor them should go to their own use, and that of everyone else 
whom they saw to be a stranger like them and in need. Aud thus they 
thenceforth did: for they carried on their business, and distributed to the 
poor and to the strangers. And. when God saw their zeal, he caused everv- 
thing to which they put their hand to imerease abundantly in their hands. 
And thus a blessing rested on everything that passed through their hands. 
they having resolved to abstain entirely from the evil practices which traders 
of the world are wont to follow. i. e. from oaths of all kinds, and from lying, 
and from extortion, and from diverse weights and diverse measures'. They 
told everything te the man who was buying from them or selling to them 
fairly aud honestly withoul contention: bnt, if that man whoever he might 
be began oaths and bargaining, they on their side would say to him shortly 
as follows : « Brother, accept what f have told vou honestly, without extortion 
and without fraud and contention, and without bargaining and oaths. Tf it 


suits vou buy» ior « sell op « Wherefore are von making havoc of (2) oaths 


and allowing Satan to thrast vou iuto sin, when vou are under no necessity 


| POUND 


WIS POUN OF EPHESUS. [370] 
Ji -r clo wa yd rod al JRscaso Js hao «t el. «2 Max Jl ol 
. 605 MS KOPN | Joy NS Js No eo fas] Lisac teas D 
Joa me Jo ery Nor (0003063 qdo, qa o) p30 .Joot 


SNS-A-RAO. A>) Justa iNo Golo fron has OOD Op a> So] 


V 


lass) x20 JN5:a5 Ou r2 ea} JI» JNa Je VraS LoD opa 
ESR Opa Jis Jin: NM whl Loo Lois No e E 
Nba ones Cd NN Agen NA, Was po oNu Coola yards; 
d Jo Jlosbhso wags JNoïos Lass] x «9o |J oo 
TAN ed Las Vr» Ix e Js so «^o E x? QUO ooa 
QUE > Vala asas] « Jlasls; Koh 3a <% Ja cas! Kujo 
ha q% shaa 6 x20 Eiddaas warau Sy fu «dr > 096 109} 
C re Om «291 SA A90 = Pere Joos XM Nen. Ja: 
rol) Me! ase ailj Lio . Lol «oor lAo js oe WN Jas > 


to buy » ior « sell ») « whether you want or nol?) Now, if il suits you, lake 
iH without oaths; and if nol, pray for us ». 

Aud thus these exeellent men followed their employment in the fear ol God, 
each of them serving for two and three years at the salary of five or six 
denarii. And, when those under whom they were employed saw that God 
caused everything that they did to prosper in their hands, they appointed 
them ten denarii; ind again, after some vears during which they had been 
willing to travel, they appointed them twenty denarii a vear; and at last, 
when they saw the blessing that grace brought about through them, they 
appointed them thirty denarii a year, that they might remain with them only, 
having committed to their hands all that was in their houses; and they had 
very large storehouses (zzoüzz), and they used to do business in many regions. 
Bul these excellent brothers, when they had completed twenty years at this 
salary. and Grace fed them out of ein honest labour, deliberated with one 
another, saving, « ftis better for us for the future to go and carry on business 
ourselves on our own account out of that which Grace has provided for us: 
thal it may in be our power and choice to give to God out of that which he 


wives us without fear of others.» And so after twenty vears they returned to 
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their country toe. to Amida. Now they had two sisters who also had been 
engaged in practices of asceticism and sanetity in virgin fashion Irom their 
childhood, and at all times constantly devoted themselves to sorrow and tears 
and petitions and prayers, and that while they were mourning over these same 
brothers during so Jong a time ni which they had not seen them, but had 
only heard from time to time that they were alive and m the land of the 
Persians; and when they came they did not recognise them on account of the 
lapse of time, muti they themselves informed them. And they determined to 
make a gain of their sisters’ spiritual. blessing also all the days of their 
life; and so they removed and went and settled the four of them together at 
Melitene a city of Cappadocia, and there they thenceforth began to labour 
in spiritual fashion at their business, and all the income that they received 
they used to divide equally between themselves and the strangers and poor. 
Aud from the time when they began, because God also was pleased with them, 
they both received the gratitude and the blessings of the poor and needy every 
day, and further the business carried on without deceit and extortion and lying 
ascended like the vapour of meense at all times from the devout men them- 


selves to him who knows all, and so aceording to the riehes of his merey he 
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Who has not deserted and does not desert any who trust in him showed his 
favour openly, and his blessing rested on all that they did. And this in a 
short time they attained to great wealth, while even they themselves marvelled 
and wondered how it was that. while they were always seattering it, it in- 
ereased with them. Aud thenceforth the fame of their kindness and of their 
almseiving went ont everywhere, and needy persons trom all quarters used to 
come to them, and supply their needs from them for each man l'aceordtng to! 
his duc: and moreover the visitation of the persecuted whom they heard to be 
in need everywhere they would console? through their gifts. And accord- 
imelv they disregarded the worldly trade, ind. streunously and earnestly 
followed the spiritual one with great watelfilness, insomuch that they would 
press the same npon them blessed sisters with regard to the trade carried 
on through the eifts derived from their labour, that they also might add this 
to the rest of their practices. And thas each would ou his part give as he 
was able, and still it^ increased the more, so that in that place was manifestly 
fulfilled that which was said in the prophet, « I will pour blessings upon vou 


üll ve shall say ^ Enough » .. Thus therefore it happened to these men from 
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God, insomuch that they were unequal to the task of bringing forth and 
giving, while their house was turned into a hospice (Zevodoystov) for strangers 
and other persons in need And aceordingly there were a multitude (473.02) 
of many persons in that house, of slaves and hired men and bondmatds, and 
travellers besides and strangers who were gathered together for God's sake, 
and virls also, and old women, and blind and maimed men, insomuch that 
they practised the ordinances of monasticism in all the departments of there 
house, fasting and abstinence and asceticism: and they had weeks! as in it 
monastery and did menial work, and separate eells for prayers and for secret 
labours by night, since each of them used to watch and pray. And accord- 
ingly all the night there was heard [rom their cells spiritual singing and 
the reading of the Scriptures; and so in the morning also as well, until each 
one’s repetition of the service was finished, he would not consent to go oul 
at all and make an answer (zzxzg:o:c) to anyone's cal. But the elder whose 
name was Elijah they would urge, for the sake of the security (2592): ? of the 
house, to lake a wile; and he yielded to the pressure, and he alone took a 


wile, while with him also the Seripture-sayine was fulfilled which says, « A 


1. See, p. 62, n, 2. — 2, If ‘permanence’ is meant, the end of the ch. shows thal the object. was 
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good woman shall be given to a man who feareth the Lord st. For this 
woman, when she came in and saw that they were bent on running mi the 
path of righteousness, began and quickened the running, and passed them all, 
in sorrow and tears and fasting and watehing and prayers, while she also 
learned the psalins by heart: and she was further prepared to wo out to 
a monastery or to the desert. And she had sons born to her beside one 
daughter; and she at once made her a nun. And so all these excellent 
persons ran after spiritual things. But, af at happened. that cases of 
necessity (xvzyzzs) arase for them to make an answer (2zóxgweu) to a call 
during the night, one of them would. be chosen and appointed the evening 
before to perform that office, white he would make entreaty and request all 
the others to entreat the Lord for him * because ] im neglecting the praise of 
God, Tor the sake of which he gave me a mouth and a tongue”. Pray for ime 
that God may preserve me, lest a stun of sin be seeretly formed? im me 
through the things that 1 am doiuge’?; and thus be would carry out that oflice ; 
so that on account of the fame of their excellent mode of He, when occasions 
called ns to the roval city‘, we used to make our lodging with them, and it 


might happen that we even passed several days m their house both on the 


AA 


` ] . b. S 
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way up and on the way back. since they bad now made a martyrs’ chapel in 
oue of the chambers of their dwelling, and at the hour of their own assembly 
lor service they used to meet there, and anyone who was known and 
honoured by them they would. receive there. Accordingly, when we 
looked a! these persons who were called by the name of laymen, and at 
their regulations and customs (v.93), how great and small down to little 
children and hired servants and slaves male and female passed their time 
in devout practices and rendering of praise and thanks to God, wd in 
lasting and prayers at all times, we inwardly despised ourselves, erying woe 
upon our life, since the Christian name only without deeds was called over us, 
while we also remembered with sorrow the words of our Lord who says, « The 
tax-gatlierers and the harlots go into the kingdom of heaven before vou »' 


And so we marvelled at these things while we were with them: and we were 
eo 


especially astonished at the greatness of their kindness and the direction of 


their will toward God, so that, whenever they saw us great and small, they 
would thus with as little intermission as possible refuse to leave us, but, 


thinking of us thaf we were in truth actually Christians, each of them would 


|. Matth., XXi, 31. 
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ask to hear Trom us about his thoughts and about the other modes of life, and 
«llow must PEdeal with such-and-such a thonglit? » and « What labour will 
bring me near to God? », each of them separately according to his station, 
whether women or ment. And we like what our Lord said also to the scribes 
and Pharisees, « Ye bind heavy burdens upon men's uecks, but ve yourselves 
do not touch them not even with one of your fingers »*, similarly would urge 
them to things to whieh we were ourselves strangers by describing a model 
of righteousness amd by stories of the Tathers. And they all vied with one 
another the more inthe ardour with which they carried out their observances, 
But, inasmuch as the profit of the spiritual trade in those who RHoeked to 
them every day was not enough for them, they resolved that one of these 
excellent brothers should take what God had provided for them, and go out 
to the distriets in whieh the persecuted and ill-used convents were dwelling, 
and distribute his bodily things among them, and himself make spiritual 
vain through their prayers; since. the time had in fact come when the 
believers. were persecuted and maltreated in every district. And so he 
would go out and go round the whole of Syria, aud as Tar as * Arab? and 


Callinieus and the desert, accompanied hy two bondmen, and he did so in 


1 Gf. p. 274. — 2. Luke, xr, 46. — 3. The plain of Mesopolamia and Osrhoene. 
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the dress (oy%ux) of a secular trader without being known, and he was 
making spiritual gains. And so by the love of God which they showed in 
their trade these admirable men would every day send great loads to heaven, 
and eompleted the days of their [ife in practices whieh it surpasses even 
the power of words to describe. in love of the new life of the kingdom of 
heaven, while we have not been competent to deseribe any part of the 
greatness of their glory. But at last they even sold all that they had 
also, their mansions and the rest of the worldly goods that they possessed, 
and distributed it among the poor and the monks; and so they all became 
e the 


a 


monks. The blessed Elijah had departed from the world before takin 
habit | eux); but his wife and daughter ended their. lives in a women’s 
monastery in the territory of Mabbug'; and their sisters are even down to 
the present tine. also, which is the year eight hundred and seventy-erght’. 
living in Anzelene* the country of the Urtaye', and they preside over i 
monastery in the village of Nons, and they are in extreme old age, aud 


occupied in. labours of perfection. 
The history of two brothers Elijah and Theodore the traders is ended. 


L Hierapolis. — 2. 267. — 3. Svr. t Tanzi’. — ^. See p. 135, n. 2. 
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NEAT CHIE THIRTY<SECOND HISTORY, OF A CERTAIN BROTHER WHO was CAUGHT 
BY THE ENTICEMENT OF TEMPTATION TO THEFT AND AFTERWARRS CAME TO 


REPENTANCE. 


A eertain blessed man had heen settled for à considerable time as a solitary 
in a eell in the Ennaton of Alexandria’ with two disciples; and, when we 
ourselves arrived at that place ? and went iu to him and received his blessing, 
three days after we had departed from his. presence a brother from one of 
the well-known convents ef the place came to him under the plea of desiring 
to live with him, even as E had myself made the acquaintance of that brother 

his convent; and, when he had come iu aud passed about one week with 
him, Satau put it into lis heart to take the conteuts of that solitary’s cell 
and flee. And, having looked and learned. everything, aud devised in his 
mind a plan of action. le rose by night aud collected everything that he 
could (sinee that blessed man had indeed no sinall number of saints” and 
hooks), and he took them, a great load. and fled. And he went and found 
caniel-drivers geing into the desert above. Libya that is called Cellia*; and 


he gave them a fee, leading them to think that he was carrying lis own 


|. See p. 325 and ch. at. 2, ln 3% or drli see Introd.. p. INS yve -Ob Se. relies: ch p. 1i — 
4. Buf. Hist. Mons, NNI: Soz., NI 31, Aee. lo Rutinus 10 was 70 slades [rom Nilria. 


[385 OF A MONK WHO STOLE. 587 


«ol. jos Dyb, Sama oe) LLS sQoo8$ 2.230 yl Jed CN 
JR. o Joa [3-50 -.sul laS mods So Qoa» Wexo aooo 
„SOÑA OS COO vaio? Je Jas qol. pad po d Jootso paz, 
Hal Jats p3 oon y AMAL sotatas plo AAS oM Joa — rao 
Joe Joods Kas); Judy fas] $5 of sad hal ADD BX OS Joos 
jaa» fraa; Nao LA, xa ow Jo . Jade of us sm 
JN.royo Jhoflo .Ksj5| Jos lass LENT Jasso .NoSexkso Jira. 
mateo etd Sas aM Jos 0,00 Mops! Ir oà fads oia», 
p2 Joa PSl o v 29 hinas Jin; jan od Na] haslo frigo 
asau Ss» ful] Joase r2 Je JNaa Lan » fatso polo Muoa JolKse 
“pas [i9 2 ox P. IN Jae Jul slo wot Ll Ns 
Mana Hlo. haas Jans aig opas Hd 2o mais Jas] fis] 
Jy» wy M rhs Jan Las p2 wide Joos [aso 5e» facial GM 
aod ful haas b] pad 420 or faso aX. NE M Ma] Lada] 


l. Ms. œ. 


belongings in order to go thither. And they took him, and he went mlo 
the desert with them; and he went in to a certain man there, and made 
search for a cell for himself in whieh to live and be a solitary. And, when 
he had passed one week there, his thoughts began to pass judgment upon 
him, and his heart to smite him, and he would say to himself, as he himself 
would inform us about everything, weeping : « ^In what way, O wretched 
man, did vou wish to become a solitary? To Christ, pray, or to Satan? 
Lo! vou have performed the service of Satan, and executed and fulfilled the 
will of a demon, and afllieted a soul fashioned in the divine likeness, and 
carried olf the toil and sweat of that. holy old man’s labour; and he is 
sobbing and crying before God on your account at all times. nd. low 
have 1 hope of life and salvation?’ Then » (he would say) « l passed one 
week in penitence and horror and tears, weeping for myseif, aad meditating 
upon these things and saving. * What has befallen ine? Who led me astray? 
What shall I do? How shall l weep Tor myself? Alas for me! since my 
companions are secretly stealing a kingdom, and 1 stole eternal torment for 
myself, What will happen to me when I iin about to go to God? What 


)? 


defence (xzoxvyix) have I to give for this wickedness.” And, while 1 0n my 
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side was weeping for mysell, my hearers were wondering, and were desirous 
of learning the eause of the lamentation and weeping on my part. Then 
| revealed it to them, and they marvelled. And I said to them : * What do 
you advise me to do? because my meditation is inciting me to strangle 
myself and perish out of this life, which deceived me and incited me to this 
crime’. Aud these saints advised me to return the stolen. goods to their 
owners, saving to me, ‘Tf vou listen to us and make restitution and. humble 
yourself and ask merey for this your offence, God will be merciful to vou 
aud men also will forgive you: and even they themselves will be mereiful 
to vou and forgive you, and will also make petition for you’. And, while 
they pressed me, | oi my part was restrained by my shamefacedness and 
hindered from doing this. saving to them : *My lace ts ashamed to do this. 
With what face, or with what colour (yona), or with what brazen front ean 
this be carried out?) But the blessed men went on saying to me, * Which 
is better for you, to endare reproach and transitory shame here, and repent 
and live while vou have opportunity, while you further relieve the souls to 


whieh vou have given sorrow and bitterness, or to be consumed in. the 
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eternal torment, where shame and reproach and torment are not finished 
and brought to an end for ever and ever? When these words had been 
spoken to me by many men, l rose and left all the utensils and the books 
and the martyrs under seal, and I came in shame; and lo! I am settled 
here till intercessors are found for me». All these things about himself 
that brother was relating by word of mouth in my presence with great 
humility and eopious tears; since, while | was going round the districts to 
be blessed by the saints, I found him in a monastery called that of lather 
Andrew’, on the farther side? where the holy Mar Menas” is, which is 
called the desert of Mendia'; and, when ] saw him, | was astonished in 
his presence, and | greeted hin, having no knowledge of what had happened: 
and heon his side was bowed down, and was melaneholy and wretched. And 
on my inquiring of him about his sorrow he sat down and aceused himself 
and told the story of his crime at a length many times greater than what 
| have put in writing. And, when! heard it, | admired the man’s penitence ; 
and I coniforted hun by saving to him: « You have done a great deed and 
one that deserves admiration, in that for the sake of your souls healing 


vou have despised shame’. and have taken upon yourself that, be it i1: no- 


1, Andrew the soldier is commemorated with Menas en 12 July vib. and L.: see Aela Samet XXN, 
p. 2899, — 2 Se of the Nile. The meaning of * Vas in our author is as here given, polt evadyersium 
as v. D. and |. See p. 2985, n. 2, and KONON p. st. «oett teas 9. cat vam s cr 
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miny or reproach, or chastisemeuts and everything that comes here, vou will 
submit to them. they being things that are tr ansitory, in order to escape 
from the severe and terrible ehastisement in hell which lasts lor ever. And 
now fear not. You dil svell a5 that vou «hd mof carry out the work of 
Satta and tis will ta the uttermost, though he caused you a fall inas- 
much as vou are a man. Ile on hearing these things was comforted; and 
he went on entreating us to return with him to the owner of the stolen 
property, in order to entreat him to receive his own in full and forgive the 
transgression. When we saw that it was a labour of profit to gain our 
brother *, we did not refuse; and further also we were required to fulfil the 
precept given in the command, « If thy brother shall force thee to go one 
mile, go with him two » 2 And so we returned with him. and went in to 
that blessed man, having left him some distance away. And we found him 
agitated with great grief and much distress on account of the martyrs and on 
account ol the hooks especially; and, when we Dewan to speak before hun, 

« Indeed we can find your property or vou », he was astonished, and began 
to make inquiries Then we on our part asked him to perform a request 


for us, and all his belongings would be found comple te: and be on his side 
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answered « Everything thal vou command I for my part am ready lo carry 
out even without that ».. Then we offered him repeatance, having taken it 
upon ourself, and we said : « Since Satan, father, caused us to fall like men, 
and we sinned against God and your holiness, receive vour own, and forgive 
the crime, and remain withont ill-feelme, in order that vou may be a fulliller 
of the command which said * Forgive and it shall be forgiven unto you"! », 
But the blessed man was much grieved over him and was distressed, saving : 
« Even if he does not restore me anything and you command, all the divs 
of my life | will consent that he shall live with me without ill-feeling, and 
Iwill never remind him of this matter ». And so that brother came, repent- 
ing and weeping and with his face bowed down to the ground, and bitterly 
accusing himself, in such a way as he could not have been acensed by one 
who hated him. When that blessed man saw his penitence, and al] of us? 
alike greatly wondered and marvelled at the grace which had opened his 
heart aud caused lim thus to repent and to act in this way (aud all who 
heard the story wondered aud inarvelled at it, then he in this way received 


thanks From everyone in place of punishment. And the blessed man received 


l. Lethe, vi, 37. — 2. The other persons present were perh, Che hermits disciples, 
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him, and laid a penance upon him, and absolved him. And he hired. an ass 
for him: and that brother set out, and so he went and brought all the articles, 
net having forgotten anything. And thenceforth he continued to repent 
of his olfenee like a guilty man, and he was diligent in showing repentance 
for it, insomuch that we on onr part left bine in this condition, admiring 


what he had done and thanking God. 


The history of a certain brother who was caught by the enticement of temptation 


lo theft and afterwards came to repentance is ended, 


NENT THE THINTY-THIHRIP HISTORY, Ol]. A BLESSED. MAN WHOSE NAME WAS flana 


THE ZEALOLS PROM THE MONASTERY CALLED THAT OF TILE ene SSENES. 


This exeellent blessed man therefore was thus called hv a name whieh was 
also eonmipletely fultilled tn him, Hala! the zealous, a man who was in truth 
zealous and humble and aseetic ind a teacher, and perfect in all the practices 


af religion. Now this blessed man lived in one of the convents of the \imideues 


Lida a sweel: butappy. (he propriety of the mame applies only lo the nickname tthe zealous’. 
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which is ealled that of the Edessenes!; and |] was also in titercourse with him 
for a space of some years, and during the days of my association with him | 
was with my whole sonl thoroughly amazed at his keen zeal and his stre- 
uuous conrse of He, and his. constant energy and his vigilance in every 
good work, and (that we may use an expression whieh sums up all) in. the 
fervour of his love toward God, and his humility and his zeal that imitated 
that high one who by his humility taught the pattern (tums) of it to his 
diseiples. This zealous man therefore from the very beginning of his 
training chose for hunself to perform all the menial tasks required for the 
needs of his convent, and besides this he resolved not to see a stranger enter 
the convent without associating himself in careful attention to his wants; 
and thenceforth he was constantly engaged in this pursuit all the day, 
being like a trader with many classes of merchandise, so that, although his 
trade fail in one, he can spend money on another, that an opportunity may 
be found for profit to come in. in that he never saw a poor man come to ilie 
gate of his convent without imparting to his necessity if only some small 


thing, or vet seeing a f poor sick? man without associating himself in careful 
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altention to his needs. So therefore one might see that this saini never 
ceased. bringing iu profi, and every day the business of the spiritual trade 
was never daeking to him, were it. from strangers or Trom needy persons, 
or from sick persons Wing outside and without consolation from any quarter. 
And besides these things he was constant in sweeping and washing the 
latrines (5230027). of the monastery every day, and sweeping the whole 
monastery ind brushing away the ashes. And, when the Gime came when 
he knew that the servitors had put a cankldron on the fire to cook the dish 
and tad cleansed the herbs, he would go and sweep out the scullery, 
and fake at? outside; and aller taking d outside he would) sit down and 
collect the scouring, down to a tittle leaf only about a finger long that had 
an annnal in it, and he would wash it, and he would go tn and bee of 
the servitors. Gud they would sive him a pot, and he would set it on the fire: 
arul further he would make entreaty of the steward, and he would give him 
a little oil, and he would cook that rejected portion in such a way (hiat at 
main would he attracted by the mere smell of it; and that he would leave the 


isliedisdss] porlion, and eat obit: aad he would go and ask fora little bread, 


See pets Mada ch ses de reluse, 
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and wine if any was to be had, and so he would take it out to the sick and 
afflicted and needy persons lying by the gate. Aud on a day when the 
servitors had no herbs he himself, in order not to trouble the gardeners, 
would go outside or go into the garden, and he would pick a wild herb that was 
of no use and bring if and make a dish and lentils and take it out to the 
poor people. And again, when he was sitting at table, he had made a basket 
(omuctdx) and a jar, and it was placed by him: and the greater part of what 
came to hin he would put there, while he was also the canse of others 
imitating him and themselves also putting their cups into his jar and their 


NI 


portious into his basket (525293) : and he would take them seeretly and carry 
them ont to the needy persons, and thus he would relieve many souls, and 
they would bless him out of the whole of a perfect heart, and pray [or him. 


wht, holding uo 


« 


And so he was constant in following this course day and ni 
conversation with men, except if it was needed for the purposes of his service; 


but, when he was going ont and when he was coming in, a psalm never 


departed from his mouth; and, even if he was speaking lo someone, belween 
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one word and the next the man would see his lips move. And, if he ever 
had a moment during which he was resting from the service of the saints, 
he hid recourse to the Sertptures, so that, ia meht and a day was devoted 
to his reading without interruption, tt was nol enough to satisfy him with 
reading; for he was very erudite in the Seriptures and in doctrinal 2)" rea- 
ding. And he had a band of disciples: and at the conclusion of nocturns 
he would take his disctples, and would goto the refectory, or wherever it might 
be, and so they would read and recite the service GU daybreak: and at 
daybreak he would eagerly betake himself to his ministration, going ont 
several times although hie. had nothing to take out, and visiting the poor 
people Iving at the gate before the tine, and consoling and comforting 
them: and so all the needy and strangers used 10 look ont for the sight of 
him, beeanse that alone was enough to console them. But. as soon as they 
were seated at the tables, he would rise and pretend to laugh Tas to how 


he alone was to satisfy his need (2)7 saving, « Who has anything to. give 


|. Orc special. — 2. This is vers obscure : and, as HH. omits the words, the scribe. would seem lo 
have been puzzled by il see paaa n. 2. and In(rod., p. viu. V. D. and L.'s trauslation tac ~i 
desiderium snam datar explevisset!? cannol be got from the lest. The meaning appy. is thal he could 


not wel what Was wanted without the help ot olhers, 
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to my Lord Jesus? Is there anyone who has a morsel for the lledgliugs of 
my Lord Jesus? », and he would make many even secretly take and give 
him something, so much so that some of those in authority were filled with 
resentment against lim, sayiug, « We have oue gate set up, that we may 
together look aller everyone. Why do vou go outside? » But he would 
listen and kept silence, or laughed with the mau whoever he might 
be, saving, « Forgive me, sir... | went out and saw these brothers of Lazarus. 
| went out and looked at the fledglings, and they are in want of a morsel 
of food ». And so he was at last assailed by reproaches from all sides, but 
especially frou the steward, since he used to trouble him greatly and beyond 
measure, go that, if they assisted him, the steward had no bread or wine, 
and the servitors no cooked food thal reached mealtime without: having 
zone out to the gate. And accordingly they leaped indignation and abuse 
upon him, and threw lis eups and his plates to the ground. And he on his 
side would be in no way angry or wrathtul or annoved and would say, 
« Why is it necessary that ] should be abused? » But sometimes too one 


of the servitors or the steward would be vexed, and they would show indig- 
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nation against him; aud he on his side would thus drink in everything and 
put up with it, and lugh, so that his very patience would shame the man 
whoever he might be: and he would by no means depart till he had supplied 
his need from lim, saving, « T iun grieved for my Lord Jesus, because he is 
hungry and has no quarter whenee to get food: otherwise I shonld not be 
troubling vou». And so he would receive it, and then depart. And thus 
he would intently aud eagerly look after the poor and the sick without 
remission and withont lassitude. And strangers who came in he would 
recetye inside and would refresh and wash and auomt them and would lay 
their res besides all the other attentious, and they would he down. And 
he himself would after a short rest for his body go and stand alt night Ina 
corner vows: and recite the service and take their elothes and give them 
changes, and would sed and wash and darn and repair theni, and so he 
would give them to theni; and for this reason they used to call him * Mar 
so-and-so the zealous’. But alter a period of some vears during which the 
blessed man tad been devoting himself to this great ministration, there 


eame the persecution whieh disturbed everyone ‘, and the convents removed 


lL. Since J. seems to have known bim before the expulsion, the 27" expulsion (536 7) musl be meant. 
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after all their property had been taken Trom them, and the rest! stored. in 
certain places: and they no longer had an abundance of the things which 
their needs required in everything. And. the blessed man was much dis- 
tressed at this. because he possessed no changes of clothes for the strangers 
nor rugs; and he would disregard the fact that they were themselves n 
distress, and vex himsell over the strangers; and aceordingly he would 
contrive to obtain some worn-out old eoats, aud wash and darn them; and 
he would zo out to the dungheaps and pay no attention to The jeers both of 
those inside and of those outside, and thus he would collect rags and Docks 
of wool, and would bring them and washt liem, and cut them up, and make 
cushions and fasten them together and lay them out; and when a stranger 
came he wonld dismiss him? and lay a rug for him and make him he down. 
And so he found this method of carrying out his own employment, not giving 
up this strenuous pursuit lu peace or in persecution, in the eity or in exile 
(2osta). After a time he had a brother’, nnd he eontinned pressing him to 
eo and pray at Ephesus; and he lor his part was unwilling to do so. and Dis 


brother by urging him induced him to set out and go, And, since he was 
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weak from the feebleness caused by asceticism and moreover. from the 
approach of old age, he fell into a serious illness lor a long time. and 
therefore, Inasmuch as some blessed men among the members of their monas- 
tery were iu the roval city, they? went up thither in order to take the old 
man, and so he entered the community gathered. together at that time by 
the queen who? had been gathering together perseented men from all quarters 
and looking after them. im that they had been placed by her in the palace 
zarama called Hormisda. where many distressed and poor persons. and 
strangers lay by the gate night and dax . Gut =the blessed man, when le 
saw these, and. an opening had been found for him also to give, thenceforth 
like a poor man who loses one of his great. possessions, and deeides in his 
mind that it will never be found again, and suddenly sees il and is astonished 
and glad. so was H with this blessed man also *, while he thenceforth doubled 
the earlier work. first by the leavings that he got from everyone and by his 
own portions (ustzo, and afterwards by the persistent elfrontery. (ypòna) 
with which he would ask everyone after they had been showing resentment 
and indignation against him and saying : « Mar so-and-so the zealous », 
and so he would perfectly carry out all the ininistralion to the needy with 
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superlluity, washing away the excrement of all that coninunity and bringing 
them water, though he held the rank of a presbyter. And, while il was 
said there as it had. been said before that he was a lover of vain glory and 
acted on account of men, he alone as if unaware of if sought that one object, 
to relieve persons in trouble, till everyone was astonished at him and they 
gave thanks to God, to whom be glory and honour and worship to the 
Father and to the Sou and to the Holy Spirit now and always and for ever 


aud ever Amen and Amen! 
The history of Fa blessed man whose name was Hala the zealous from the 


monastery called that of the Edessenes' is ended. 


[NEXT THE THIRTY-FOURTH HISTORY, Or SIMEON TOE OLD, 


THE SCRIBE oF Amipal?, 
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he used to expend upon them. until for many cays nothing succeeded: in 


I. Ms. "Mar Hala his prier be with us Ament)’. -— 2. The beginning is lost. 
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reaching his own particular table and those with him, while everyone was 
overpowered with greal astonishment at the abounding willingness of this 
inan of Cod, how he was not wearied or annoyed and vexed by all that great 
number of poor who were constantly with him, though often both we and 
other tazy persons hike me felt) weariness, and we were annoyed by the 
clamour and turmoil of many persons when we were present with him, and 
we said, « How is it, our father. that vou endure all this turmoil from morning 
even to evening, and do nol tell them fixed times at which they may come? » 
But he on his side would sav : « Do you tell me, my brethren, have we a 
lime al whieli we knock at God's door and are not received? has he someone 
al his door who is vexed with us or makes announcement to us and says. 7 Go 
now and come at another time’? Lo! isnot his door open before us at every 
time if we on our side wish to kuoek at it? and how then do vou advise me 
that, when he himself comes to my door, | should turn him away, or, when 
he knoeks. | should not answer him, or that 1 should fix a time Tor him? Is 
it not enough that Christ comes on his feet tomy door, but that’ f£, a vile 
piece of dust of his formation, should open my mouth to him in insult? or do 


we not believe what he told us in his preaching, saying, ‘To me ve du} IE =. 


LoS syr, — 2. Mallb.. XXV, 20, 
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whether it be what is good or what is evil? And he said nott To vile and feeble 
men’, but ‘To me ve didit’. » 

And these things thts true bondman of God would say with sorrow aud 
tears besides many others. Bat at first he was indeed actually in great 
straits, because he had not supplies suflicient for his abounding Willingness ; 
but at last, when he had continued for several years, and the fame of his 
practices had been reported all over the eity, God also who had seen his love 
used to send him what he needed in abundance, and thenceforth the holy 
old man would contrive not merely to plant his foot in one footprint (25x02) 
of the patriarch whom he was desirous of imitating and remain there, but 
would! enlarge his steps? to run and reach many of his footprints; so that, 
besides the love and alacrity and hospitality which he possessed like him, in 
this also as well he did not fall behind him, that he personally and with his 
own hands performed all the service; and, as the patriarch, when he pos- 
sessed all that host of bondmeu and servants, when he saw the meu whe 
were received by him as guests, did not order someone else to run to the 
herd to. feteh the calf) but ran himself in his old age that he might be the 


receiver of the blessing and nol another, so this man with all that advaneed 
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1, Ms. odas — 2, Ms, bas ou Carr. from esse, 


old age nsed himself to perform all the service of the whole day, though 
many were then tiving with him in the eell, and he did not allow them to 
wait either upon him or upon anyone, but he himself would wait upon them, 
and often; whenever any necessary service was required, he would himsell 
rise from table. and fulfil it; and (a great thing which astonishes many) that! 
he would actually himself stand before the cooking-stand every day and 
cook without tiring, having laid down the following law (voxoz) for himself, 
that. as soon as they had finished nocturns, he would dismiss his companions 
to their bodily rest. and would himself direct his steps to the kitehen, and 
himself begin and cook until morning on account of the poor people who were 
in the habit f coming early, and would put the food together, and make it ready : 
and so he would go ont and wake them, and they” would rise to matins: and 
as soon as the service was finislied they would place tables both within aud 
Withont. Moreover, as if greedy for his great spiritual trade, he did not 
stop at? watting on those who came and went, but. he brought four blind 
men, and placed them in his cell at his table; and thenceforth he was not 


to be seen exeept distributing the food and placing it in the mouth of each 


hosie ro 2. Se, Ihe moths. — $. lis must be the meaning of Sx dall. The lexicons do not 


ive lhe phras 
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one of them by his name'; and, if 1l. were a portion of bread (?)*, or some herbs, 
or à cup, he would grasp each of them with his hand, calling them hy their 
names, and cntrealing and pressing them to eat, while he also grasped the 
hand of each one of them and made it feel the dish; and again that‘, ifanyone 
soever great or small eame to him, there was no possibility of lis separating 
his food [rom theirs, so that many great and distinguished men who used to 
visit lüm on account of his extreme old age and his extraordinary practices 
and were possessed by friendship for him did not like this that he used to 
make them sit among these blind. men; and he on his side paid no heed to 
these men, but these blind men were greater in his eyes than anyone, and 
he used to wait on them as if they were Jesus Christ, and there was no 
means of distinguishing either his own proper food or that of anyone who 
visited him from them? or from all the other guests, but he himself would 
walt both on them and on everyone, and would pour out wine and bring 
hot water, and himself mix it, everyone disliking this on account of his 
venerable old age: and, if anyone made any answer to him or wished to do 


anything instead of him, this is what he would say to him : «J, my brother, 


lo Sie syn — 2. Ms. portion’ ouly. Perk. à word has fallen out. bul ef; p. 395, 1l. ro. — i Sie sve 


Sheedy 


GOD OTEN eT Acs, [^0^! 


| ens ec» La. be Laco SCC je AN ONT e» px loo SDA 
jans o aal: T pol Daw p MOS. a SO pa yl Ja 3.30. 
Jes WM JD yoy Stas CX daa cob ases, vq pelo rabia JS 
haski, ee we y^ x hao Laxo Nasa àa iNiass ad Joot hay 
Lask, ba han Lao tO a> wook.! cedar Jeaer> p Onus 
van! jada Mode Ls: qo JL.58-5 ~ fo (woreda) VE ST 
Hoof) on. ser Jo. z Esp + Jor poe D or Jans] moasa oon 3. 
Se! oaksro <> JK5:a5 aman Saad coL HL: MS lo : seas, 
we 5e» oh we sles de; [Nasaaly boys aD loot haaay Joo 
Laid -NoLa às Joor Pose Jropseo iod o Loot Sahl Jl» Slo 
Lao Laasi Son Nío of Ka], So 21H? 0.90 Joa wits alas Ls; 

JaN; oU,0a9 yl be dH «2o [aayo kog 


erant aada rav anr rhand darle 


. MS, om. 


have nol insulted vou or qone youany harm, Wherefore do vou insult me? ». 
When then this saint had completed about ten years in the royal city itself, 
since, Inasmuch as he did found material for his trade in t, and inasmuch 
moreover as the persecution whieh was always everywhere did not cease, lie 
had now chosen to continue to remain in the city oeenpied in this labour, we 
onrselves. having been in intercourse with him Tor about twelve years while 
he was following these practices. so then this extraordinary man ended Chis 
fife! having strenuously completed all his daysin these great labours, so that, 
When he had become very infirm, and God wished to take him to lis abode im 
heaven, and he felt. that be was dying, he gave each of liis companions a 
present out of lis cell as he kuray to be suited to him, as well as the furniture 
of the altar, since indeed besides these things his cell was aetnally a church 
also, and an altar was contiunonsly set ready in it, ind a large congregation 
used to assemble before it. Amd he ordered all that be had to be sold and 
wiven to the poor: and so it was done. And he departed Irom this world 


according to the commandment of God, 


The history of Nimeon the old, the scribe af Amida. is ended. 


LoM onn stave die dived lovens in CP, and was in intercourse with d. for 12 years, be probably 


come tod P., able same time as d. ie and died in aan, 
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1. Ms. om. 9: — 2. Ms. ho 


NEXT THE TIHRTY-FIFTIL HISTORY, OF THE GREAT, ADMIRABLE, AND RENOWNED 
COMMUNITY OF TUE HOLY CONVENTS OF THE AMIDENES, WHO DISTINGUISHED 
THEMSELVES IN GREAT CONFLICTS (xyov) OF PERSECUTION, WHO WERE EX- 


PELLED IN THE YEAR EIGUT HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO |. 


Sinee then thirty years ago also in another book about the persecution” 
we put in writing a certain amount about this holy community also, we now 
too thought it right in the series of histories of the saints also to. put a 
memorial of it in writing: for how could it be anything but a reprehensible 
aet, while relating the stories of persons (z255670v) living a solitary life, to 
cover with silenee the story of a great and admirable community ol saints a 
thousand in? number? as to which too, if we wish to put an account. of il 
in writing, we shall fall no small distance inside the boundary of the subject 
of its history. This divine community then was composed of a combination 
of the convents great and small round the city of Amida and those inside it, 


and those of its territory (yé2z), and, as we stated above, contained not less 


1. 521, — 2. This lost werk is mentioned in the Eecl. Mist. (Land, p. 249, 208), and, since it related 
the descent of Ephraim to the East /p. 29%, cannol have been written earlier Uii 237, whieh is about 
30 years before 266 (see Tutrod., | VI. — 3. M-. om. 
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iu number than a thousand meu'; so that, having all, small as well as great, 
been fired by zeal for the faith, and having been duly girded with the armour 
of truth, they also entered valiantly and heroically and courageously into the 
strugele against the defenders of the eorrupt synod of Chaleedon, insomuch 
that by reason of these things they were by a violent persecution expelled from 
their convents, and met together and were marvellously combined in a great and 
spiritual cominunity, so that they were driven from place to place and from 
region to region, and after settling in many places were driven oul, or because 
they were not convenient and not large enough for their uumbers arrived? at 
the great and extensive convent in the village oftilzv n in Ty sf? which 
is ealled that of the blessed Mar Mama; but, though it was large and spacious 
from the times of the great fathers who built it, vet, even though this is the 
ease, this great community was cramped and straitened for room while living 
in it for the space of five vears*: so that our meanness also, though we had 
still only attained to the tender age of boyhood, were? with many others 
attracted by the renown of this community to come from the district of 


l. At p. 214 Lhe number is given as 750. 2. This sentence is confused and incorrect, but the 


Incatiinz is clear. 3. See p. 215, 260. — 4. 521-6. — 5. die sve. 
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Ingilene, and received the privilege of living in it, i. e., in the renowned 
convent of the blessed Mar John! while we also marvelled and wondered and 
were amazed at the great and divine spiritual practices of that great and 
spiritual people, whom it is impossible fittingly to write about or describe. 
Even if there were in that community a man of deal intellect and blind heart 
and hardened soul, it would be impossible that he should not be affected and 
bowed down aud repent, and be roused as from deep sleep, and come to 
compunction, and gain afllietion. of mind, and pour out piteous tears, and 
betake himself to spiritual works of righteousness, and embrace the strenuous 
running in the lofty road on seeing revered old age with honourable white 
hairs bound to the yoke of spiritual labours and duly dragging it, and * middle 
age and the tender years of youth also being drawn along in the pursuit of 
abstinence and asceticism, and holiness and watehing and fasting and prayers 
that never cease at all hours of the night and day, who? used to stand 
constantly before God; while it was a great marvel to hear the thunder ol 
their admirable voice, and to listen to their holy and divine singing, not only 


those? of the canon *, bnt those also which took place privately and separately 


l. See p. Se — 2. Ms. om. — 3. Sie SMS — 4. Be. the canonical hours. 
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during the winter season, from all the rooms and from all the cells and from 
all the doorways and from all the corners (ywviz), and the corridors (¢70%) and 
halls of all that great convent. But in the summer-season these were the things 
that one might see and hear with great astonishment, especially during the 
whole extent of the nights, tn ail the surroundings of this convent, especially 
in the broad and spacious stony ground, up to some distance from which 
there were men standing and reciting the service two and two, or four or less 
or more, or a master and his disciples, and others were lying alone upon their 
faces, and some way apart from one another, whose voice was heard from all 
sides with mighty erving of rushing tears of weeping, from after the canonical 
nocturns till the matins bell, and so they would again meet together for the 
holy canonical singing. and so afterwards they would the whole day meditate 
on the law (vsus;) of the Lord as it is written ', while reading the Scriptures 
and reciting the service and the regular prayers of the hours, terce, that is, 
and sext and nones and vespers aud compline?, while all idle and vain speech 
had fled and been cast out from among them with all human conversations, or 


1. Ps. 1, 2. — 2. V. D. and. L. wrongly ‘nocturna’, Nocturns and malins have been mentioned 
above. Only matins, sext, vespers, and nocturns seem lo have been common services. From ch. 17 
(p. 254) and ch. 29 it seems clear that there was no common service between vespers and nocturns, 
and from ch. 29 /p. 363) it seems unlikely that there was any between matins and sext. 
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jestiug or laughter, or suchlike things, but instead of these things was to be 
seen thanksgiving aecording to the apostolic saying', and sorrow and 
compunction, and tears, one conversation only, that with God, one order, 
and one habit (y%u«), one union, one coneord, one serenity, one quietude, one 
love, and downcast looks, and gentle and sorrowful speech at all hours; 
and, though there were to be found some who were young and some who 
were of light disposition or who were loose in their speech, when we 
looked at one another and wondered, they would thenceforth take example 
(túna) from one another, and learn devoutness, and be rivals in works of 
righteousness; so that, if any discerning man observed the practices that 
were common to all these spiritual ranks, and their sorrowfulness and thet 
habit (sy%ux) and their praises that ceased uot night aud day, auc took note 
of their open as well as their sceret aets, he would think that he was already 
dwelling among heavenly, not among earthly beings, while all these spiritual 
and brave combatants (zyoww4:;) used to pass most of all the protraeted 
hours in tears and labours with unceasing sorrow; so that from the first 
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1. * ins. laler, perh, in fater hand. — 2. Ms. Jocwlo: eorr. v. D. and. L. — 3. Ms. Wyo- 


hour of the night or at latest the second! no man in full health was to be 
found on his rug, or not lying on his faee with genuflexion and tearful 
praver, everyone thenceforth emulating and rivalling his neighbour; and, 
though emulation is in its nature a deadly aud destructive thing, there an emu- 
lation was seen that is beautiful and good and sound, a thing that it is 
difficult for hearers to believe, that emulation ever was a good thing; for, 
when everyone saw his neighbour active and eager and constant for prayer 
and genuflexion and tearful sorrow for the apace of a whole night and day, 
and others ranged in rows and standing on standing-posts, and others who 
had fastened their bodies to the walls all the night without standing-posts, 
and others who were tied to the eeiling of the room by ropes aud. vine- 
branches, and were suspending themselves by them in a standing posture 
all night, having put them under their armpits, and others who were sitting 
on seats and never falling on their side, old and young and strong and weak,” 
and that to so great an extent that, even if there were a man who was idle 
and stolid and careless and lazy, he would be incited by the sight of these 
labours. aud awake with astonishment as from deep sleep, and would thener- 
forth labour, and emulate these heavenly praetiees, while Falso the wretched 


]. See p. 20%. n. 1. As they had supper after vespers p. 2511, 7 and 8 P. M. can hardly be mean. 
— 2. Our aulhor forgets how he began this lung sentence and completes the sense in another way. 
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1. Ms. om. ; v. D. and L. ins. per coni, +‘ afler V5. — 2. Ms. © 


and poor, though deficient in years which were in the age of boyhood, 
thought to emulate such things, and | would also go out by night and see 
them in these great and marvellous conflicts (zyóv) and labours, and Fhe 
who knows! all knows that our description of them contains no embellishment 
or flattery, nor are we able to record a tenth part of the truth of them, 
and ', if anyone wish to write a record of these holy labours, he will leave off 
far short of the end, with regard to that constant allliction, and with regard 
to the unremitting contrition spread over men great and small, and the 
unceasing sighs, and the copious tears, and the crying and severe sobs 
because everyone was looking at his fellow, and everyone was emulating his 
neighbour and Jearning and acting, and was practising and nnitating and 
was eager to pass Ins fellow in the race of righteousness; so that many 
among them had the power of performing signs, and used by faith to drive 
out fiends before our eyes, even as in the series of the histories we have 
recorded the story of some of them who were tricked by the evil one?, and 
many acts of power and signs took place among them secretly and openly, 
insomuch that paralyties who used to come on the report of the benefits 


1. Ms, oni. — 2. Ch. 15, 
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conferred by them were straightened and healed, and would immediately come 
to receive the habit (6775) of monasticism, itself, and chosen vessels! were even 
made out of many of them, so that everyone marvelled ai the report of these 
wonderful things, and crowds of men from distant countries would hurry to 
this holy community and arrive among it in order to receive prayer and 
blessing from these saints, and many who needed healing were relieved, and 
everyone marvelled aud gave thanks to God. But we do not wish to cover 
with silence one at least of the many miracles whieh God wrought in this 
same community, one that resembles the abundance brought about by our 
Saviour among the many thousands out of the little bread in the desert. 
Once, when a dearth had occured in the districts of the East, God who knows 
his own and is known by his own blessed the district in whieh this holy 
community was settled, in order that he might show his loving care for it, so 
that the produce of that vear came forth in 1t plentifully, and there was a great 
and rich abundance in it, so that the whole district of the East had recourse 
lo it to buy corn; so that one day a great crowd of strangers was assembled 
at the door of that convent, and extraordinary expense was incurred upon 


them in the way of liospitalitv. so much so that the bread which had according 
j Į i È 
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I. Ms, &5:5. — ?, Ms, loo. 


lo custom been prepared by the servitors' for the food of the brotherhood was 
actually on the point of being exhausted, insomuch that the chief servitors 
and the stewards were coming to the great seniors and saying ruefully : 
« The provision of bread and cooked food which had been according to custom 
prepared for the food of the brotherhood has reached the point of exhaustion; 
and there are still many strangers lying at the door, and we have no means 
of supplying the need of these and of the brotherhood ». But these divine 
seniors answered them quietly, saying, » Glory to our Lord! Go, our sons, 
and bring forth and relieve the poor and the strangers; and, if anything 
remains over for us ourselves, well, and if not, we will keep fasting vigil to- 
day, and let the needs of the strangers and the poor and the needy only be 
supplied, and let them not be eut short by us ». Then these men expended 
what was prepared according to the order, until a small quantity was 
left. And, when the canonical service of vespers was finished, and it was 
known that a small proportion of what was needed remained over for supper, 
some words of admonition and of exposition were addressed by these holy 
seniors to all the brotherhood, in which they said : « Since our brothers the 


strangers came to satisfy the necessities of their life, that which was prepared 


l|. See p. 62, n. 2. 
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for us according to custom was bronght out, and little remained over. Let 
each of us receive a little present! with thanksgiving and continue without 
murmuring, for thus he will have a recompense from God». And so everyone 
aecepted the words that were spoken by the fathers; and they gave thanks, 
and sat down to the little food that was set upon the table, so that everyone 
thought that something to put into liis mouth would reach bin once or twice. 
And, when all had eaten and been satisfied, the tables were found to be (nl 
of bread in abundance, more than every day, though that great number of 
men. which as we have often said, was not less than one thousand, had been 
satistied; so that, when this miracle was suddenly seen, and all had observed 
it, all marvelled and were astonished, and were excited. And the whole 
brotherhood stood on the tables themselves together with all the old heads 
of the convents. and they ery * Kyrie eleeson’. with great awe many times, 
with many tears ; insomuch that these holy old men addressed many words 
to the brotherhood with emotion, saying; « Lo! see, onr sons, our lack 
of faith and our churlishness toward God at all times, that, while he in his 
mercy is always visiting us. and showing his care for us, we wished to 


o 


|. Lit. ^ blessing’, 
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1, Ms, IbatnooraS. — 2, Ms, 349. — 3. Ms, 0x, 


be churlish to our brethren the strangers who eame to us, for whose sake 


also this sign has appeared among us as well as for our reproof, since we 


wished to take thought only for ourselves », besides many other things of 


this Kind which were spoken by the seniors; and awe and thanksgiving 
were excited in everyone. And soa great basket (xzjx) was brought in that 
four men could scarcely carry after it had been filled; and, though not half 
of it had been placed upon the tables, out of the remnants whieh remained 
after all that great multitude had been satisfied it was filled to overflowing, 
and would not hold the remnants that were taken from the fables, but, 
when it was filled and packed(?), itt was falling from it this side and 
that; and great fear and thanks to God were called forth im everyone, 
while the story of this miracle was also spoken of in all these countries 
with great wonder (for everyone pressed to take some of these miraculous 
remnants, and keep them as a blessing and a great help) and our own 
meauness was there at the supper as the truth witnesses that we also ate 
and were satisfied with everyone, and we took a blessing from it; and 


we have recorded these things not as having been conveyed to us by report, 
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hut because we were eye-witnesses and partakers, so that we have also 
recorded the truth of them and borne witness toit. But he who performs the 
will of those who fear him worked other such marvellous signs among these 
same saints of that holy community, and all these great holy convents had 
also henceforth one convent and one rule in one concord and unity of the 
spiritual brotherhood, and one administration, and one expenditure and 
revenue, aud one table, and one service, and they had one coalition 
throughout, twenty servitors out of each body of fifty men being combined 
together io perform the dutics', the separate character of each convent being 
preserved in this only, the fact that its own brotherhood was separate, and its 
belongings and its archimandrite and its priests, while all the alfairs of them 
all were administered in common, together with all the spiritual labours of 
brotherly concord of the types which we have imperfectly recorded above in 
few words. 

When then they had completed a space of five years? m that convent, 
they determined to take up their abode in the neighbourhood and vicinity 
of their province (92227:z) * of Amida, though by reason of the persecution it 


I. We should perhaps understand that there were usually 50 hebdomadarii in each monastery, and 
lhat in the combined convent 20 oul of each 20 were laken. — 2. 521-6. — 3. Often used by the Syrians 
in place of émasyia. 
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I. Ms, þaapos; corr, v. D. and L, — 2. Ms, ro 9Ll. 


was only under difficulties (avzyza) that they could appear in the same pro- 
vince ()zaoyíz). Then they eame and took up their abode in the district 
called that of the East ', in a monastery called that of the Poplars, on the 


border of the territory of Amida, in the district opposite the hot spring? of 


Abarne*; so that, when they saw that the place suited them, but that 
monastery was very small and confined for the purposes of their habitation, 
then they were compelled all the summer-time to set up tents for themselves 
outside on the mountains and under the wild trees surrounding that convent, 
and erect huts in extended and varted lines for themselves to dwell in; and 
so they aecomplished the great labour of their marvellous practices, being 
also compelled to build and prepare for themselves great houses for winter 


habitation m that monastery. When then they had completed a space of 


two years and a half’ in this place, while we were also with them. they 
were ordered to enter their convents at the beginning of the reign of king 
Justinian’. Aud, when they had also completed niue. years and a half in 
the first persecution dated from the expulsion of their convents, they 


1. Ms. ‘Altar’, for which I adopt v. D. and L.'s emendalion; cf. ch. 58 (f. 18% v? b. Clearly the 
dioecesis Orientis is not meant, nor the eastern part of it, bul a district lving E. of Amida. — 2. Syr. 
'Mamimlha'. Cf. p. 221. — 3. Amin. Mare AVID ix, ti ‘Josh. Styl’, xx xiv; Geo. Cypr, 331. — 
^. It is clear from the term of 9 12 years given below that this should be 4 1 2; see Dyakonov, 
p. 29, n. 160, — 5. End of 530. See Introd., p. tv. 
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returned. and came in on the invitation, and they found their convents 
destroyed and demolished and knocked to pieees and turned to earth, m- 
somuch that they were obliged to set themselves to labour night and day, 
and build, and set up and restore all these convents, while the whole city 
also, so to sav, used to hold sacramental assemblies with them, so that 
few remained with the Synodites; so that again, when they had completed 
seven years and a half! m the convents after their restoration, then the 
furnace of persecution again blazed up against them, and they were expelled 
and departed a second time; and in this way also a great community was 
assembled, though smaller than the previous one, when they also came 
and dwelt m a convent which itself too had once been a great one whieh 
was built and erected by great saints, in the village of "Phella d Phuthe ? 
in Gumtha*; and, having again been expelled from this also as well, 
they came back again to the monastery of the Poplars. And, when they 
had thereafter been completing the labours of these divine practices in this 
monastery for the space of three years’, then occurred the desceut of 


1. This nust be wrong. The descent of Ephraim was in 536/7:see Introd., p. tv), and therefore 
i , 


the expulsion cannot have been later, The summ 2 1,2 + 7 1 2 however is about right, and the error 
perh. arose from placing the return at the beginning of Justinian’s reign, which began in Aug. 527. 


— 9, se. chill of the sscamore-'. — 3. Se. tthe ench g ef. Aim, Mare., NVITIL, ix, 2 Cauma- 
thena’. It lay on the E. bank of the Euphrates. — 4. Clearly wrouz, perh. an error for *3 months’; see 


p. HU, nl 01. and. Dyakonov. p. 30, n. 166. 
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Ephraim the persecutor, the patriarch of Antioch, to the East'. And, 
when he had several times sent them a persuasive doeument in order to 
make them members of his communion, when they did not yield to him, 
then he sent armed and armoured hosts of fighting men against them as 
if to fight against barbarians, and they expelled and ejected and seattered 
and dispersed them over the countries; so that in respect of this time also 


one might now deseribe many marvellous things which God wrought, if 


it were not for the fength of the history, and further also because the 
standard of our work is not now raised to relate the story of the perse- 
eution °, but it aims at deseribing the exeellenee of the practices of the saints. 
When then by reason of the persecution of the impious Ephraim they were 
thenceforth scattered and divided, each one of the convents went to any 
quarter that they found and settled there, and in some places two; so that 
they were divided over the territory of the Edessenes and the Samosatenes 
and the Perrhenes and the men of Melitene and the other districts, and 
some of them from the stress (xvxy74) of the persecution even withdrew as 
far as the southern desert also, and ‘Arab? and tzla* and the other districts 
and dwelt theret. And, when they had set up many places, and built many 


l. 536 7. The perseculion began with the descent of Ephraim, and we should probably understand 
i 


lhe extension to this district to be here meant. — 2. These events are also relaled in the Eccl. Hist. 
(Laud, p. 29%). — 3. See p. 382, n. 3. ^. *Izalü muns^; see Aman. Mare. NVIIT, ep 125 NTXS 1x. 4: 
Theoph. Sim., |. xtu, 4, et passim. If was tlie range lying N. of Dara. — 5. J. o Idly omits Clandias, 


where he settled himself. See ch 28 of 130 r° a. 135 1° bi, 
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monasteries, they found a little opportunity and were drawn by love of the 
coflins of their spiritual fathers, and they eame back again and arrived, and 
again entered the same convents after a space of twenty-three years! that 
they completed, and Tor the second time also. And, when they had vet 
again fonnd them quite completely knoeked to pieces and demolished and 
destroved, and when they had again been involved in much Jabour and 
no small expense in setting them up, and had built. them and set them 
up, then again a storm (yewev) of perseention rose up against them, and 
they were again expelled from them a third time, when they had not been 
allowed to complete even two more vears in them’, and thereafter return? 
to the southern region of the desert and of * Arab and of Izla, and of all the 
eountry round the city of Dara and go down and be scattered. over the 
places and the monasteries for the purpose of habitation, while even so 
they habitually showed strength and prowess. down to the end of the life of 
Justinian the king, at which also we have now made the end of this history, 
whieh is the vear eight hundred and seventy-seven * according to the era 


of the Greeks, so that the time of the persecution of these convents besides 


t. This brings us Io 559; bul aecordtiig ta ‘Zach. Bh," xir, 6, the monks were in Amida in 553. — 
— 3. This would be 561; but see n. 1. — 3. Sie sw. — ^. 5656. 
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all the East is no less than forty-five years, and others' even more; so that 
even to the present time at which we are committing these things to writing 
they are under the same persecution, we for our part having completed these 
things in the royal eity at the stated time, having been under persecution 
together with them from beginning to end, and being so even to the present 
time. And these things we have set down concerning these brave conflicts 
(zyóv) and great combats, which themselves also do not dl far short of 
spiritual heroism, the beginning of wlich dated from the vear eight. hundred 
and thirty-two ?, down to the present day which is the year eight hundred 


and seventy-eight®. 
The history of the great and admirable community of the holy convents of the 
Amideues, who distinguished themselves in the great conflicts (zyx) of 


persecution, ix euded, 


|. Sie syr = 2. ath 3. 267. See Introd., p vit. 
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NEXT THE THIRTY-SIXTH ' HISTORY, OF FATHER MARE? TOE SOLITARY, ANT THE 
REST MOREOVER OF THE BLESSED MEN WHO ARE LAID WITH IIM IN THE 
SEPULCHRE OF THE STRANGEBS BELONGING TO THE MONASTERY OF YHE Syrians 


sp NSACAE BEYOND THE WATER ABOVE TIE HOUSE oF Man. Mama Uc 


Whereas therefore we find im ancient traditions that men of ancient times 
sel themselves earnestly and diligently to make memorials of the performance 
of various things thal were performed before their times and in their days, 
insomuch that in the course of the times down lo the present time they 
lave now reached us even in our own days, which are all that are recorded 
severally in. the Holy Seriptures, firstly, in. order. that the power and 
miracles and actions of God wrought. through them and in their days 
might be known to everyone. for his own glory, secondly, for a memorial 
and remembrance of the righteousness of the same just and righteous men, 
who at different times endeavoured to please God and do his will, thirdly 


ain, that those who should. afterwards res] and receive it through) the 


av 
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writings might be imitators of their practices, and eager to run the course 
of reivion like them, since then, as we said before, we ourselves observed 
all these things. we considered it to be a matter of right and religion 
now also to make a record of the upright men and. strenuous workers 
of religion, our fathers and brothers, who like bright stars shone by their 
practices all the time of their lives, and earned the privilege of being 
gathered together by a good ending and laid in this place. in this holy 
convent of us Syrians above the house of the holy Mar Mama, which by the 


help of the erice ol God was at this time erected through the instrumen- 


tality of our meanness ': the head and. first of whom is the great man of 
. = 


God Mare who was named by evervone ‘the solitary -anids Dy others dis 
of his patches’, on account. of the pieces of unsightly and illamatelied rags 
of hair and of wool out of which he had put together his clothing and 
covering? and sewn them together in il-matched fashion. This saint then 
was by birth (vo) from the country of the Amidenes’, that is from fieilene 


from a vilage called Beth Marka’. whieh is indeed in our neighbourhood, 


ke Secche fing aimi A Ee Le Siew, — mee po ag. th os ondes ode eiA a 


the province of Mesopotamia, of which Awida was capital, — > Do Zbirni cary, " Mebana; — bousht. 


FR USS rea. 


NX al tae OF 


“hts hb 


026 TOUN OP EPHESUS. [42%] 


Joo xX Jd] aS soe swi a po :oL Nl D Ja3325 - 
JL ->> [soo r> el E ud joa ` BIN «20 kae ETC aA sana 
ooN NOS JL ols La? ioe xs pel AN 30 ye Apos 
sagi] flosas haa AS 90 :jox JLL Jlasle-s c. cotoorsilo os 
e yl „aaa frat oog vei aas [soas aA So ooa amare 
LN o3 [Na s s NS fray "T hf ans lp. Jess 
JS uo Jlaslas Shor asl lo obussl SSG oix» Kiss Joas 
KS ‘dons . Jlasos Hop hd "oN saa Aao UEN JLəäas oM ways 
ST NM ox, Jl doo [xm on eU pe JNa; Jlaslas 
ms LAA; Aras basco wos Ny']o oeSN5 Ss Had ” yoko 


Le peed} vanao "weno Wb, [Loo] oad qM esas. aSo 


vaod, Lol .-flas? «eas JN, [35 hay laS otuso] jho H2 
«oo Sao Jsa Pro? Js NIS of, Lel o Jio flan Cx» ol Joo 


I. Riean woot! bads. — 2, 1 loom aS — 3. Mes ins o ooo% Boom, — 5. eo c 6B ins. 
iss p pos =s. Reap — u l uwo — n, diaria 3d: aa HS B ins. bia 


and, while this man was a layman. and was powerful of stature and of 
more Ihan ordinary strength, he became also a son of the covenant! in the 
ehureh of his village. And, when he had completed about thirty years, 
even as many were advising him and his parents that he ought to form an 
alliance, and when his parents were making preparations for the wedding 
function, and the day arrived on whieh they were to celebrate the wedding, 
suddenly Grace, which had seeretly seen that he was to he ta chosen vessel? 
for the glory of his Lord, dawned in. his heart and on his mind, aud. he 
resolved instead of bodily communion, to which many accidents are attached 
and against which is set the dissolution of death, to pursue spiritual com- 
munion, bearing his Lords gentle and light yoke? upon his neek, and 
placing his cross upon his shoulder and going after him. And so he rose 
in the middle of the night and prayed to the Lord to direct. his way that 
he might go after him, and erant. him the privilege of doing his will: and 
he directed his way to the ereat man of God, Paul the anchorite, who was 


also a performer of mighty works and miracles, a record of whose history 
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we have also introduced at small proportion and in defective fashion into 
the histories which precede this'. When then the blessed Mare reached 
this man, and presented to hima request to grant him the privilege of living 
with him and receiving training from him, he received hint on his promising 
him repentance toward God, having given hin mueh instruction in the 
ordinanees and labours of monasticism. And so he remained with him five 
years, imitating his divine practices, and decreeing for himself severe labours 
of fasting und praver and protracted recitation of service, and constant vigil, 
so that he gave himself rest for one hour or two only for the sake of the 
demands of nature, and through the whole extent of the night he performed 
a constant series of inelinations and genullextons with prayer, and besides 
these things barefootedness and austerity and abstinence, and humility 
and sorrow, aud tears. And by all these things he used to train himself 
in religion, and subdue his body and bring it into subjection with sorrow 
and repentance, insomuch that many were surprised at his labours, and even 
that holy old man himself, when le saw the immoderate severity of his 


practices, would strongly reprove him, and admonish him not to exceed the 
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bounds of moderation in his dealing with his body: à thing which he also 
repeated to us ourselves, when we once came to the holy old man in order 
to he blessed by him and receive. his prayer, and to visit the blessed Mare 
also, concerning the severity of his practices how he exeeeded the bounds 
of moderation in his dealing with his body, insomuch that in the hardness 
of winter, when snow was lying about a man’s stature high, he would go 
out to the mountains without an outer garment, having nothing on his feet 
below or above, and thus he would ent wood and make great loads, and 
thus he would carry them, cleaving the snow and sinking into it, so much 
so that blood would flow and drop from the whole of the flesh of his feet, 
and even so he would not pay attention to them. And, when we learned 
from the holy man about suelt severity, inasmuch as we were aequainted 
with him from his childhood! and with the family (yévo)). of the blessed 
Mare, we nsed to admonish him earnestly to accomodate himself to the will 
of his spiritual lather. But he fell on his face weeping and saying, « Forgive 
me, my fathers: the body has not received. what the contumacy of ils arro- 


ganl behaviour against the soul deserves, and ] have not vet done to it 
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L Perhaps we -honld read botas tour childhood i: see p. 128. n. L 
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anything adequate to my sins and the vices in my soul which arise from 
the body: but Tam contriving means to bring it into subjection and subdne 
it, that even now it may cease injuring my soul », with many similar things 
which he would repeat to us with afllietion and with tears; so that, when 
we were hearing them, we were surprised at the earnestness of his will and 
the allliction of his mind. But, when he had completed five years with 
that blessed man, since he was still being constantly pestered by his parents 
and by his kin (yévoz). for this reason he determined to remove eompletely 
from parents and kin (yéves) and from all acquaintances, insomuch that, 
having asked for prayer and release from the blessed man his master, he 
seb out on his journey and departed from all the countries of Syria, and 
eame to the countries of Egypt and Thebais; and thenceforth he nsed to go 
to and fro in the desert of the saints, and he would betake himself to certain 
great men and solitaries, and ask for. their prayers. and eagerly observe 
their praetiees, and set himself to imitate their labours with all his soul. 
insomuch that after these things he gave himsell to the life of a recluse in 
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by laborious practices for a long period of time. And, when he had con- 
pleted ahout 15 vears in this conflict (£6), a great disturbance arose in the 
city of Alexandria on account of the faith’, insomuch that many were 
expelled and driven from their places, men who would not consent ta conform 
to the Clialeedonian communion, And they came even to the blessed Mare 
himself; and, when they had pressed him greatly and he did not acquiesce 
in their communion, they drove him also out and expelled him from his 
cell. And from such a reason as this he was seized by a vehement desire 
to go up to Constantinople, so that he apphed* himself to dealing a severe 
reproof to the king and queen; and he went up and reached the royal city. 
But with regard to the blessed man's entry into the presence of the king 
and queen, and the rough character of his mecting with them, and the 
insulting words which he addressed to them, and his audacity and his con- 
temptuous conduct moreover to them of this we have not thought it well 


to make a written record? in the history of his life not only on account 


1. This must refer 1o the events of 536, which gales his stay in Egypt cire, 521-36, his life wilh Paul 
eire, 516-21, and his birth cire. 436: bul T eannot reconcile this wilh T. having known him from his 
childhood. 12 years must be foo much, for in 521 J. was a boy of 15 in the convent of Maro séc lutrod.; 

2, We require ralher ‘might apply : but tlie lest cannot be olhicrwize rendered. — 3. The syr. 
i- hardly zrauimalical. but the sense is clear. 


[420] LIFE OF MARE THE SOLUCARY. 631 


Sapo ! elo Jil Laza “il Las om koas Ja so jeg - pola sco 
lad aixuoNsdS ocd Gams” jarys “Yo ag ao N34] aslo xr 
erm] [3339 Lad yous od © prof, 289 CRN dot, rasan h 
Pp Jeeps Weta but lex ole Jil bir Lode Lise 
as] :o Joa bro ola dg <r eh 2à hoa y Jhannoo ^L. zoo 2.5 
JaN; Joc «0 yb vor „las LSA aee: y Mhao 
Lalo lə; han <>? yl .,o9u3o aS aco. [NS as ||a..so fly Njama 
Soro JA. Ilo No s cod NS aso, 1o opas Nol NA Je 
Jia jon l p soaa; | lies] Jio ory] Ly J p 3o aslo 
Sd «2o? yl Joa oot Na |. oia 2 p Sn: Loana cooks! 
Qo HDs Ja usisco Jia roots hados rae opus paaa + qotdrss 
ol, Lal Jpraryo Jio) Jie Juda pas, oaio Jio e 


I. Bom, = 2 BU apo: dall d A om v — 3. om © [E hai]. — 4, pP bene 


lmi} oles — 5, B feos. — 6, |: loo wisp IAs [Auta hoos. 
: z ? : 


of their violence’, and the insults aud the conteniptuous conduct which he 
used toward the rulers of the world, but further also because perhaps, even 
if they had been written, the difficulty of believing among the hearers would 
be very great and not small, that these things could easily be said not only 
to kings, the holders of the power of this world, but even also to contemptuble 
and mean persons. But, when he sternly rebuked the royal pair asx we 
have said with? such freedom (zad£zsta) and sternness, which he had indeed 
possessed from his boyhood, they as hy the grace of God accepted it from 
him humbly and with fear without violent action, as from a great man and a 
perfect: solitary, especially because they saw the freedom (wagsqacia) of his 
speech, that he spoke and rebuked and reproved courageously and without 
fear, not being frightened by the crown or alarmed by the purple, snd they 
said, « This man is in truth a spiritual philosopher »; his dress being as we 
deseribed it above, hideous through the patching together of unsightly and 
ill-matelied. rags differing from one another, and fastenings whereby they 


were joined together by unsightly cords of hair and of wool, insomuch that 


l. The sense shows that the violence of the insults is meant, but ace, to the evaunuar ilb would be 
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every aperture (?)! made by a fastening of his garments covered more than 
two or three fingers’ lengths, insomuch that no mean poor man in. the world 
was anywhere to be seen who was clothed in them or perhaps would 
ever consent to be clothed in them, nol even if lie had nothing lo cover 
his nakedness. But, when the victorious king observed these things, he 
ereatly wondered at him and gave him a promise that he would do for hun 
whatever he commanded; and vet more the believing queen held him as a 
great and righteous man, and continued entreating bim to remain with her 
in her palace (z2Xzzw»). that he might speak to her words of profit. And, 
while she on her side was making ‘this request of him upon her face?, he on 
the other hand answered her with stern reproofs. Aud, when she saw 
that he would not comply with her wislies, she quietly ordered her own 
treasurer (ozze77.4:102) to bring her* a hundredweight (xevravzciy) of gold, 
thinking that by this she would soften the blessed Mare and make him yield. 
And. when it came and she offered it him bound up, and began entreating 
him to aecept it and divide it between the poor and his needs, then after 
gazing sternly al it he grasped the bag (w2gedmy) containing the hundred- 


1 $O8So should mean cfork^ or tongs’. The meaning perb. is Hif the rags parted from one 
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weight (z:v752x2:5») in one hand, and hurled it and threw it no small distance, 
so that all the chamberlains and everyone who saw it were seized with 
great astonishment, to think that he was so powerful and of such well-knit 
frame, as we stated at the beginning, and since he had tung! it to a distance 
just as If it were something full of light apples, saving to her, « *'Thy money 
vo to perdition with thee’’, because through this vou wish to tempt me 
and moek me ». And after answering her with many other stern words 
which we refrain from recording he left her and went out; and she remained 
in distress and fear, and she and all ber chamberlains as well were won- 
dering al the blessed man’s bodily strength, how he thought nothing of 
throwing a weight of a hundred pounds (zz) of gold to such a distance, 
insomuch that the story was heard over the whole palace (zzzv) aud over 
the whole of This city, and was spoken of with astonishment by many 
persons. When the blessed man was passing along a street af the cily, 
his eves were fixed on the ground, since he had determined in his mind never 
to see the fave of men in it. And he lefl it; and so lie went over to Svea 
bevond the water’, and climbed the mountain to the north-west of it, where 


I. 59 is not otherwise known, but the meaning is clear, ee tts. MT 20 — 3. This passage 


shows the meamng of 12-9 to be as above; see p. 387, n. 2 ef; also ps 832, bos. 
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there are also graves; aud there he resided and performed the labour of 
his practices, satisfving lis needs with wild herbs. But the queen, becanse 
she was a believer and knew that she had distressed him in the matter of 
the lundredweight of gold (72v), made careful search for him; and 
ou learning that he had left the city and was dwelling ou the other side 
among the mountains sent some of her most distinguished chamberlains to 
entreat him to forgive ler, and as a favour to herself to receive from her 
something that his needs required, whatever he wished. And, having 
taken much trouble and with dillicully diseovered him, because he used to 
move [rom place to place, they delivered an earnest request to him as they 
had heen ordered, and, absolutely refusing to grant their request, he sent 
her a message through them, « Think not that you possess auything which 
God's bondmen need, except religion if it exists in vou». Aud, when those 
who were sent came back again and she learned where he was, she sent 
vet again: and thenceforth they used to pester the blessed man every day: 
and he was compelled to remove to other places; and again they would find 
it out and discover him. And thenceforth many persons used to repair to 


him to reeetye his prayer: aud they were speci ially astonished at sceing his 
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unsightly clothing. And he asked and palm-leaves were brought to him, 
out of which lie supplied his needs hy the work of his hands, since he abso- 
lutely refused to allow anything to enter his mouth except from the labour 
of his hands. And, if he was prevented from working with his hands on 
account of those who came to and fro to him, he would vo two and three 
days, and sometimes even a whole week, and then taste bread. except wild 
herbs'; and sometimes he would feed on the berries of the bushes, and 
sometimes on the nuts of the trees. But in the winter-time he was com- 
pelled to put up a hut for himself on one of these heights, and shelter himself 
in it from the severity of the winter. And, while he was thus dwelling 
peacefully on these mountains, Satan the hater of good things did not 
overlook it and leave him untried, but he set up robbers 22574z) against him, 
ten men, who, having seen the ehamberlains and the other great senators 
(suyzantizes) coming to and Tro to the blessed man, thought that he was 
receiving gold and storing it in his hut; and so in the middle of the night 


they fell upon him and surrounded him, and they flung out their hands to 


1. Sie syr The meaning apps. is that during the week he ate herbs only. 
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seize him and bind him. yut he, being stronger than they, threw their 
CY e» v ud 


‘men, and he went on 


hands olf him as if they were sick and tortured (?) 
entreating them, saving, « Nav. my sons, do not lose your soul. Why do 
vou seek me the poor man? » But they on their side said to him : « Unless 
vou give us the gold which the queen is sending vou, we will kill vou al 
once.» But he returned them answer, saying: « Take it, my sons, that to 


me no gold has ever (maré) been sent by the queen, or by others. And, if 


g 
| desired gold, I should not be residing here ».. When he had said these 
words, one came back with a club and wave him a severe blow. and they 
all surrounded him, having also drawn their swords. And, when he saw 
that they had set themselves to kill him, and he did not mollify them by 
entreating them with gentle words, he looked straight at the one who was 
holding the club, and seized and dragged the club out of his hand; and he 
seized his hair with one hand, and threw him on his face. And. another 
ran up to smite him with the sword, and he on his side smote him with the 
club. and stopped him: and his sword fell and he took hold of him, and 


threw him on the top ol his companion, and the third, and the fourth. When 


l. This scetus to þe corrupl bul both urs. hav» it. 
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the others saw it they began to run away, and he ran alter them; and he 
overtook three more ol them; and of every man whom he smote with the elub 
he made himself master; and thus he mastered seven of them. And. he 
returned and bound the seven of them, aud set. them in a row, and he 
colleeted their swords and their clubs, and placed them together ou one side; 
and he sat down aud jeered at them saying : « | begged vou, my sons, saying, 
‘Leave me alone’, and *Why do vou seek the poor man!’ And I was dis- 
tressed that you did not comply with my request. And now, my sons, rest and 
be quiet till the morning ». And, lying as they were bound and disgraced, 
they went on adjuring him to release them and to be mereilul to them, and 
not to deliver them up. But he on his side went on jeeriug at their valour. 
and saving to them : « Learn never again to trust to your valour, and do 
not al auv [ime (zoz£) despise and look down upon a poor man». Amk, 
when he had been admonishine them Ull the morning, those also who came 
to him saw them. and they went on threatening to deliver them up to the 
preleet (wrxcyesi. Dui he on his side would not consent, but released them 
and sent them away with much advice and admonition: but their elnbs and 


their swords be look from them. But three of them ran away and escaped 
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from his hands. When these things had thus fallen out, and it had become 
known to the king and the prefect (9z45759;2) and the rest of the senators 
goyani), these wondered at him and spoke much about him. Moreover 
there came a chamberlain also as well: and on seeing the swords and the 
clubs and learning about the rest he was surprised; and he took the swords 
and the clubs, and brought them ni and showed them to the queen and the 
king: and on seeing them they said : « Here besides power of prayer power 


' been 


of arm was also required ». nd, when he had for many vears 
dwelling on these mountains in this way and distinguishing himself by 
excellent practices. he was hard pressed by his bodily requirements through 
the fact that the work of his hands was not sullicient for his requirements 
and for hospitality to poor brothers, and further that he had determined 
in his mind never to support himself ou the labour and sweat, that is on 
the sins, of others?. And, while he was going about on these mountains 
and among the villas (ss%stev), he saw a villa? suited for a life of retreat, 


and he considered that, if he performed spiritual employment in it, it would 


IAs be died in 442 3p. 837, 528. aud eame te Constantinople nol earlier Than 236. p. ^28, n. |. if he 
really dived 2 years iu the villa p 6357). he cannol have been more than one year on the mountains, — 
ac ST e o. S2 VS De aml Le render thane villam", aud infer thal J. was writing in lhe villa; but 
bo i- only the weak anlecedent. 





=e 


^b, LIFE OF MARE THE SOLPPARY. 630 
Les © Jes je eM oa ox - flsasso Joos as frtuwo} Lee 
o3Jo -|AN caro «26 ssf œl [fioc .optasany Juss haao 
Mee "os joo wy Damo aos axo | JSocaao bl ae 
Lais p30 "Laana alaz "xA | 5-230 lois.» omaa Joa Laas 
joa -alas ee Lapao  [i53o* JL co Laas TES uA (as 
Jaxol Lxx p30 NS lLo Ad daw0 Jhsassol Mass - fies oà Llas Lian 
WD OD MAAD, Js [s f[n2X€eamse :Joot poy Bso Loto 
ocot qay Sars LA fois, Juss} Jlasansaso panao Joor 
Joa x4 Mio [3939 “Lad Jlarmarsaso :ad.d0 flao Joa vaas odo 
laal N aoo :J NS. ad) Je co IN| coo. TJ Nas EAN 
Apne 2} JAX RDS I Jo na 22 : oq X 36.20 oto S Iso oaan Joa 


DD a pel HA» qe) hlas, beala x0: 99 +. woiaasde Jaro 


1. B lassa piel asl go ousio :Waesao o ard pelo o- 2 R oins Joo — i p ooa — 4. Boom, 
— 5. B ooo gas ul. — 6. B 31e for o. — 7. 1 ooo «224 lajro — 8. Tr ins, oœ 9. By o— 
10. ]Hohaes[820. — 11. Dois. — 12. p ML oiaeo sio). 


suit him for manual labour also as well and for the employment of providing 
for his necessary requirements. And so he spoke to one of the cham- 
berlains', and he bought it from another chamberlain for five pounds (A722) 
of gold?, and thenceforth be used to sow and reap in it, and supply Ins 
own private needs and those of those of the other people who used to visit 
him, and of the poor, And, when he had completed five vears in it, while 
many persons among the magnates and others used to visit him, there hap- 
pened the beginning of the great plague in the year eight hundred and fifty- 
three*; and, while he was practising mighty spiritual labours, and subduing 
his body aud bringing it into subjection * by tilling the ground for lis neces- 
sary bodily requirements, and was reproving and admonishing and teaching 
all who visited him by the spiritual teaching of the divine seriplures, and 


ri 
, 


stoutly always reproving the king and queen with ereat freedom (zx3525tx| 
. n Iu ‘ ‘ va 


witliont fear, and everyone marvelled at his teaching and at his deeds anid at 
his words, and at the stoutness of his soul in addition to that of his body and 
in addition to his thought: *, then by the sudden destruction ot the plague, as 


Lo From AO BL MH. 50. it seems probable ded this was Callimeus., allerwards praep. sacri cubiculi, 
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lias been stated above, everyone was in perturbation and doubl and eounfusion, 
insomuch that the blessed man passed his time im alllietion and great sorrow, 
and occupied himself with constant prayer and petition to God, while he asked 
of God, and a revelation was made to him about his own personal departure 
also after a short ime, Then he sent a pressing message to the chief men 
ol the palace (zzrzzwv ashing them to send him eraftsmeu and supplies 
that he might make a tomb for strangers and also for himself. And, when 
the craftsmen and the supplies had been sent to him, and men to saperinteud 
the work. in a few days he built these two great houses, the strangers ` 
tombs, and completed porticoes, amd built a martyrs’ chapel also as well 
between them. and he also made a eoflin (2)! for himself, in which he was 
privileged to be taid”. Bunt, when he had completed the work, and knew 
that the day was at hand that had been told him in the revelation about his 
end. then, the collin (2) being open which he had prepared. for himself 
to be laid in it, while he was kneeling and praying on behalf of the whole 


world of men, on the third day be vielded up his spirit. Aud, this having 


L The word þes i~ here mase. but below fein; — 2. Sinee nothing is said aboul obtaining (he 
hand dor the cemetery, we quay defer that il was io (he grounds of the villa; aud, since the cene- 
tery is described as belonging to the monastery of the Syrians p. 422), the monastery wits probatis 


on the site of the silla: bnt that M. hiwselt made it a monastery (Dyakonov, p. 8t 1 see Title exi- 


denee (sce Introd.. p XI. 
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been made known to the king and queen, with great zeal they sent some 
of the leading and eminent men of the palace (zxxzzwv), chamberlains and 
senators (coyzknTuo;) and bishops and clergymen and inany monks, and 
thus they buried the blessed man’s body with a great procession. We have 
recorded these few things ont of many for the sake of a memorial and tn 
order to gain his blessing and liis prayers, having passed over many of his 


labours and of his practices on account of the length of the lustory. 
The history of father Mare the solitary is ended’. 


NEXT THE THIRTY-EIGILTH HISTORY, OF THE EXCELLENT BLESSED MAN THE HOLY 


AARON THE PRESBYTER, [AND THE REST OF THE PRESBYTERS AND DEACONS 
WHO WERE AFTERWARDS LAID IN. THE SEPULCIRE THAT WAS. BUILT BY THE 


BLESSED MARE”. 


This exeellent blessed man therefore Aaron the presbyter was by his 


birth (-évoz) from the country of Armenia; but from his childhood he had lett 


1. Ch. 37 is missing: see Introd.. p. vin IX ih — 2. his clearly refers to the following chapters. 
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lis conntry and iad also made himself alien to his kin (eves) aud hiis aequatn- 
tances. and he chose for himself to pass the days of his lile iu a monastic 
eonvent in retreat and religion, from the early age of his vouth., And besides 
the fact that stmplieity and humility were also implanted to him by his nature, 
stnee he had devoted himself to religion, he chose for himself marvellous 
practices of excellence, aud taught himself. ineekness and obedience. and 
acquired true love, having bound. himself under the yoke of labours, vigils 
and fasts and constant pravers without wearving: and, even as he resembled 
his namesake Aaron m name and in character, so; when hie had attained to 
the order of the priesthood, le would recite the serviee. yet more with all 
integrity and devontuess with fear and many tears, after he had at first for a 
lone time refused to perform the service, contending and saving. « | aun nol 
worthy to approach God's holy altar »; and, when we and others had been 
insistently demanding of him to perform the service of the priesthood, in 
order that he might not transgress against the rule of obedience, he would 
vo throngh this with sorrow and fear, while he also used to subdue his body 
and bring it into. subjection! by the bodily labours of agriculture, in the 
vineyard and the garden. and the reception of strangers, and all the other 


flasks inside the monastery. so much so that late in the evening when he 
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came of necessity to rest his body, he vould searcely turn his body round, 
from weariness and also from the labour of standing at the serviee. But some- 
Limes he would stand on a standing-post' at night, and sometimes he would 
sit oma ehair (Yaoves), so that he completely refrained Irom bed and poco Ut 
give rest to his body so as to fie upon his side, until he was smitten by sore 
diseases and advaneed old age, and then le was forced to lie upon a rug laid 
on à plank, while even so he in no way gave up the great pnrpose of spiritual 
labours. And during all the period of thirty years that we dwelt together, 
some in the eastern countries, and some, viz. most of ilem, in the 
western in the royal city. and further in many perseculious, if was never 
seen that this strennons worker showed negligence in the tilling of Christ's 
vinevard from the morning of the beginntug of his life down to the evening 
of the end of his davs, nor, when he fell into extreme old age aud a combt- 
nation of diseases, did he shrink from divine labours. Onee he fell under 
the severe pain of a gangrene that was formed in his lotus; and in this way 
he bore this distress with great devoutness, until his loin was eaten up. and 


was eut away and vanished down to the root of it, and his trouble Dewan to 


1, CT, p. 310, — Bic sve, 
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pass Inside hin. And we, seeing him distressed by a sore disease and 
grievously lacerated in secret, woukl ask of him to tell us what his tronble 
was: and he, until his alllietion beeame intense, stouthy endured, being 
constant in prayer and filling his mouth with thanksgiving and the praise of 
God. But at last when the passing of water from him was stopped he was 
foreed. and so he consented to reveal and make known his trouble, when the 
whole of his loin was found to have been eaten away and consumed, so that 
ihe physicians contrived to make a tube of lead and place il to pass his 
water, while they also applied plasters and drugs to him. And so the ulcer 
was healed; and alter the testing of this trial he lived vet eighteen. vears, 
giving thanks to God: and the leaden tube was also in position for the purpose 
of passing his water. And so, after we had together through God's help in 
association with some of our other brethren set np this monastic place, he 
altained to an adinirable and righteous ending, on a day in the month of the 

Theshrin. on the twenty-seeond of it, in the vear eight! hundred and 
seventy-two; and he was laid in the sepulehre that was built by the blessed 


Mare. And these things we have recorded in few words for a remembrance 


1 Ms. ‘uine’, The date ix 22 Oct, Set. 
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i. Appy. in another hand. — 2. Ms. ins, aș. 


and memorial of the strenuous worker of Christ. about the matters connected 
with his beautiful mode of life of which we are witnesses. 


The history of the excellent blessed man Aaron the presbyter is ended. 


NEXT THE TIERTY-NINTU HISTORY, ABOUT TUE BLESSED LEONTIUS THE PRESBYTER, 


WIFO ALSO WAS AN EXCELLENT AND GREAT MAN OL Gon. 


The character therefore of this blessed Leontius the presbyter was very 
like that of the blessed Aaron; insomuch that they accordingly vied with one 
another; and thus also one would be eager to excel the other in modes of lile, 
and to surpass him in spiritual labours, and to imitate him in humility and 
to resemble him in obedience, and that in all matters they should be imitators 
of religious practices, and especially in love toward one another and toward 
everyone. But this devout Leontius was by birth (voz) from luzilene from 
a village called hw bint and he lived in the holy monastery of the blessed 


Mar Samuel’. And, occasion having once called him to go up himself to the 
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roval city with some blessed men trom the same convent, he coneeived a 
desire to live withus and with the blessed Aaron aud the rest, and he remained 
with us, living a whole-hearted and laborious life, so that once on learning 
about a certain excellent man who was passing his life in great labours 
of pilgrimage he was moved with zeal himself also to labour in the same 
course with the other blessed man who was called Washish! and was a 
member of our own convent and had been brought up with us [rom our 
childhood. And so both of them went forth in this zeal for pilgrimage, each of 
them separately, while both also let their hair grow Joug in secular fashion, 
in order that they might not be reeoguised and honoured by men as monks. 
When they had been thus travelling in the regions of the cast and the west 
and the south each of them separately lor many years, and when the brunt 
of trials had failen heavily upon them, after some years they came to us, 
that is first the blessed Leontins. When lie had for some time been labouring 
with us in the service of God in saving persons from paganism also, he at 
last attained to ordiuation as a presbyter, even as the blessed Kashish also 
who named himself John, who was a presbyter, himself also too altained to 
ordination to the greal and honourable voke of the episcopacy *s that Is. 


l. Wis life is siven in ch. 51. — z. See ch. oe fh odie ove b. The date 


was probably 558. pee 
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both of then: were with compulsion and by great elfort brought to this against 
their will bv the use of many artifices. When tlie blessed Leontius. had 
completed twenty years more or less in the convent that is with us in divine 
employments with coustaney and carnestuess, then he finished the course 
of his practices and departed from the world, and he too was laid with the 
blessed Aaron. But the blessed John, who ts also Kashish, was still in the 
body when these things were wrilten, engaged in the same divine practices 


and living in advanced old age. 


The history of the blessed Leontius is ended. 


NENT THE EORTEETIL HISTORY CONCERNING ‘THE BLESSED ABRAHAM TIE OLD VAN 
THL PRESBYTER, AND JEN T MOREOVER THE PRESBYTER HIS BODILY SON, AND 


DANIEL THE DEACON IMIS SISTERS Sox”. 


This blessed Abraham therefore, the old man, was by birth iyevoz: from 


the district of Sophaneue, from a village called such-and-sneh?. This man, 


I. Below he i called brother's son. — 2. Or PILI ‘Phe reading i- doubtful. 


TOEPUSMES 


GAS IOHA OF EPHESUS. |^] 
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having at a certam time eome to the royal city, betook himsell to us; and, 
having been received by ns as a stranger, on the second day he east himsell 
down weeping and entreating to he received. by us, and admitted to the 
monastie order (szyu2). And we on our side, observing the burden of his 
oM age, thought that his request was a pretext and not gennine, and! we 
continued closely examining him. that he might let us know the true reason 
{his coming to the royal city, and if he had any fact to tell us about his 
intention, and we would not fail in anything that we could do to help hin. 
And he. having east himself upon his face and weeping, continued swearmny 
to us « I have no concern in this world, "SUE to repent for my sins, and if 
| may be admitted to the monastic habit (27742). that in it 1 may serve and 
please God during this remnant of fife. which n has appointed for me ». 


o these 


And. after mueh conversation had been held with him concernin 
t 


things, we allowed him to m: ake trial of his own self, while we also on our 
part observed his perseverance. And, when he had thus completed. two 
years, being constant in fasting and prayer and constant vigil by night. and 
humility and obedience, while he was also always entreating to be admitted to 


t. Ms. om. 
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the order and the beloved habit (72:2) of monasticism, so also upon many 
testimonies and admonitions he was admitted to the monastic habit (27204). 
And, while he was accomplishing the labour of his practices every day with 
many tears and much carnestness and humility, and when he had reached the 
period of five years after his training, he was on account of his marvellous 
modes of life by constraint and much compulsion admitted to ordination to 
the presbyterate. But after a short time his bodily son also whose name was 
Z wi’, and his brother's son whose name was Daniel Irom Syria came to 
him, having learned about his modes of hfe, and that he had been admitted 
to the monastic habit (s7%u2). Aud, when they saw him thus labouring in 
the practices of religion, God opened their own heart also as well, and they 
began to request that they also as well might be admitted to the honoured 
monastic habitisy7ux). And while he himself from that time continued giving 
them much admonition and correction and teaching, he was presenting a 
petition on their behalf that they might be received. And, this having also 
been done in order to gratify him, they also as well were taught! the devout 
monastic habit (77:3), living a whole-hearted and obedient life, with all 
earnestness and religion, After a period of some years they also were 
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admitted to the rank of the diaconate; and thenceforth for many years they 
earnestly and whole-heartedly and obediently oceupted themselves with 
us in the work of the ministry in the distriet of Asia in converting men from 
the deceithiIness of paganism, gralifving our soul every dav by their 
earnestness and whole-hearteduess aud diligeuce, with the old man Abraham 
and the devout Aaron and Leontins the presbyters, with all the other 
strenuous workers their other brothers, of whom also too we shall one after 
another make record, each one of whom worked and laboured strennonsly 
in his time without weariness in the householders vinevard !, that is in the 
great salvation which God's grace wrought in onr times, consisting in tlie 
conversion of many thousands from the worship of fiends and the ceremonies 
of idolatry to the fear of God. While then we were engaged in the same 
ministry in the districts of Caria, Daniel the deacon ended his course in the 
same ministry, seeing wonderful visions, and it having been revealed to 
him that he would be carried away to the blissful countey ; and, having fallen 
asleep, he was laid in the monastery called that of Gordiana hard hy the 
city of Antioch in Caria. And, when we returned to the royal eity, the 
blessed Abraham himself also ended the course of his life-practices in a 


L Matth., AN. bbe It is nol slated in ch. oS that Aaron took part iu the conversion of the pagaus. 
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good old age; and he was laid with his blessed spiritual brothers Aaron 
and Leontius. And the blessed Z w 1° was afterwards admitted to the honour 
of the presbyterate, and he took over the charge of the whole convent anl 
all its belongings with great diligence and much single-mindedness, insomuch 
that he laboured at the completion and restoration of the building of the 
martyrs’ chapel of this monastery’ and wearied himself excessively bevond 
his streneth, together with all the rest of our brothers, aud by their means 
it was completed, when we ourselves had gone back again, and were engaged 
in the work of the ministry in the same districts of Asia. And, when after 
the space of a year and à half we came back, and saw the product of 
his labours and his industry, we were astonished and gave thanks 10 God, 
though for fear of pride we did not tell him openly ()?. At the same time he 
also too was brought to the consummation of death, aud gained the privilege 


of being lad by the bones of his father the holy old man. 


It is ended. 


Fo Probably that built by Mare ceps. — 2. Whe ts. is unintelligible, but i chanse of one betler 
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To describe the rest of the practices and asceticism and manner ol life 
in the desert of this blessed Bassian the presbyter and solitary, things whieh 
we have not seen nor heard, seemed to is superthious; but, when fora short 
lime we had received the privilege of intercourse with the great blessed man af 
God, in his labour aud his speech and the aflliction of his tears and his 
teaching, while he mourned and wept first for his disturbance and his ejection 
from the desert. which ilie sadi was brought about through the violence and 
contentions conduct of other solitaries, then afterwards also, when we were 
making inquiries of him with regard to the alllietion shown by his many 


floods of tears ind. constant sighs, lie showed greater distress by grievous 


1. Near Antioch Wright, CBM.. p. 198. — 2. There i> Holling about mimeo in tbe eh. nor is de 
mentioned in the subseriplion, see lulrod., p. vin 5-3. In B the tie is e A history concerning the 
le-*2d B. the solitary bs the same Mat Jobn of Astin. 
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sobs, saving, « Who ion (ges pros, as there even vil he svere a mam 
possessing a heart of stone who would not weep over the delusion and 
captivity and destruction of the race (yivog) of meu? for lo! everyone is running 
against himself contrary to religion, and everyone is with all his strength 
intent upon evil things with naught to hinder, and we all behave ourselves 
like men without God, and like deaf animals without law (vous) and without 
fear of the dreadful) judgment to come, and everyone is of his own will 
casting himself into the pit of destruction unto destruction, and by all this 
destruction of Adaurs race a festival has been created for Satan and joy lor 
the fiends who are carrying away the race (yévoz) of Adam that was fashioned 
in love and after its deviation was rescued: and now lo! the hosts of darkness 
are mocking at its destruction, and rejoice to be carrying many to par- 
ticipate in. the torment of their destruction. lu. regard of these things, 
our father, who would not weep, who would not be afllicted, who would uot 
wail, who would not make mourning like a jackal, aud lamentation like a 
jackal’s whelp, since the force of error and destruction has borne away men 
who are bought by the blood of God and reseued by his cross? ». While 


the blessed man was repeating these tinis and more than them in his 
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aliction. all who heard btm were marvelling: and, despising all this confused 
life, they also as well were being brought to atllietions and tears with him, 
evervone marvelling at the blessed man's labour aud afllietion and teaching. 
White he was doing and teaching these things, a revelation was made to hini 
concerning: bis end and his departure after a few days, while he said, 

Pray also for The miserable sinner, for at the end of twenty days f£ shall 
depart from the body », having also adjured my meanness, « Bury this my 
siufnl body in vour monastery, and pray for me o. When we had been saying 
these many things. and that sabbath-day {was at hand, he rose and prayed 
and offered the oblation, and gave it to many, having received H also himself, 
inl bade farewell to all. And during the night he became ill, and on the 
twentieth day he fell asleep: and so we carried. liim in a procession over the 
water to our monastery? according to his injunction: and his holy body was 
buried and laid. in the same tomb according 10 his injunction; by whose 
pravers together with those of all the saints who please God may all we 
sinners who provoke our Creator be admitted to merey. Yea and Amen! 


And the blessed Romanus who also was a great and Whole-learted old man, 


|. Toe the das on whieh die was lo so te his pest — 2. See pe fbi a. 
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who was apocrisiarius of the great convent of Thel ‘Adda, who himsell also 
as well lived in the same house of a certain. great and believing man in 
which the blessed Bassian also fell asleep, was also afterwards himself too 
Drought to the departure from the bodily life, and himself also was laid m 
the same grave with the rest of the blessed men. 


The history of the blessed Bassian the solitary and Romanus the presbyter i ended. 


NEXT THE FORTY-SECOND HISTORY, OF THE TIREE BLESSED AHRCIHMANDRITES, Mant, 
Sernaicvs, AND DANIEL, WHO THEMSELVES ALSO AS WELL ARE LAID IN THE 


SAME HOUSE. 


These three blessed men therefore ended their courses here m the royal 
city. This blessed Mari was by birth (yéves) from Anzetene', and received 
training froma blessed great man of God, who himself also was named Mari, 
a man of labours aud a Nazirite, besides being also versed in the Seriptures 
and a doctor, and was at first a clergyman of the cehurel also, but at last, 
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t Corr. fram ,eoccelt, lul. — s. In erieure. 3. Corr. from Beato. 


seeing his error and the course of the world's times, left all his property, 
and went out and sought for himself a monastery outside his village, the 
name of which was Hula (042); so that he himself also was called. Marr of 
Hula; and thus he mortitied himself by mighty labours, asceticism and self- 
abuegation, and much watching, and fasting and prayers, so that inen 
marvelled at his practices, even as he stubbornly endured many conflicts 
(26v) of persecution arising from the heretics, And, whereas in the previous 
histories we have recorded a small proportion of faets about this same 
blessed man', we now forbear to relate his history. This blessed Mari 
therefore is this man’s disciple, who took upon himself his master's obedience 
to the full, and in practising it even went beyond him, in constant fasting 
and perfect abstinence. and much watehing, with the rest of the excellent 
and devout rules of monasticism, so that, when he had dived to a long period 
of years, his body was dried up and enleebled from the severity of the 
labours: and he also lived a considerable time iu the convent with us both in 
the east and in the west. And after his master’s decease he himself with 


other disciples was thenceforth vaining distinction, so that he also endured 


I ch. There however he is called Mare, 
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much persecution; who also in the perseeution eame to the same royal 
city, and afterwards ended his course here in the royal city. 

This blessed Sergius was archimandrite of the convent called that of the 
house of Mar Gy In, in the territory of the eity of Amida; and moreover the 
blessed Daniel also was avehimandrite of the monastery ealled that of the 


| eee at i 


in the distriet of Sophanene ; both of whom together came up hither 
to the roval city for the sake of the needs of their convents, thev also too 
being famous for devout practices of exeellence and monastic labours. And, 
while they were trusting to human assistance for their convents, something 
whieh they had perhaps not expected so quiekly suddenly overtook them 
both, that is the consummation of death, one alter the other, in twenty days: 
and they were laid in the place ol sepulture of this convent, together with 
all the other many blessed men, monks and layinen, many exeellent men 
who are not recorded, whose bodies were interred in the same place; through 


whose prayers with those of all the samts mav God erant us all forgiveness 
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1. Ms. om. — 2. Ms. pl. 


of sins with them, and stablish this convent which received their collins with 


all the other holy convents to his glory for ever and ever. Amen! 


The history of the three blessed archimandrites. Mari, Sergius, and 


Daniel, is ended. ' 


NEXT THE FORTY-THIRD HISTORY, OF THE LOUR EXCELLENT DEACONS, EARNEST 


IN RELIGION, ARRAHAM, Coniac, BARHADBSHALBA, AND SERGIUS. 


As for these four devout deacons therefore, strenuous workers and earnest 
performers of the divine ministry whieh was earried out in the distriets of 
Asia for the sake of delivering from the error of paganism souls which from 
the beginning from the foundations of the world had. been sitting in the 
darkness of idolatry, when each of them laboured earnestly with us down to 
the end of the life that is derived from the body, so that these devoul men also 


were laid together in the sepulchre, while all of them were by birth (yévss) 
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from Syria‘, Cyriac, who laboured with us for some years before everyone 
alter these first old men?, was by his birth (yévos) from the city of Maiferkat?, 
and the blessed Abraham, who was powerful in word and in deed, and 
above all in body, was by birth (yéves) from the country of the Persians, and 
eratilied our spirit more than others by his earnestness, being adorned wth 
abstinence and with self-abnegation and with zeal and humility and obe- 
dienee, and with all spiritual qualities, and as to Barhadbshabba too he was 
hv his birth (yév9;) from. Ingilene, from a village called Arta Babtha*, who 
also was adorned with earnestness and ready to show obedience, and very 
zealous in reciting service, and the blessed Sergius moreover was by his 
birth (yévoz) an Armenian, who also underwent great conflicts (zyóv) in the 
work of the ministry of the house of God; and the four of them with all the 
rest gained a blessed ending, since amid the same spiritual employment and 
the tiring nature of the countries and the high rugged mountains of Asia 
each one of them ran zealously and mightily in his time, and was streng- 
thened to abolish paganism, and overthrow idolatry, and uproot altars and 
destroy shrines (voz) and eut down trees in ardent religious zeal; and ? each 


1. I cannot reconcile this with the stalements following. — 2. Leontins and Kashish (?;; see ch. 39. 


3. Marlyropolis. — 4. see p. 56. Ht was perhaps the author's native place p. 61).— 5. Mz. om, 
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1. Ms. ©. SS An erasure follows. 


one of them in his time together with the holy old men who were before 
them worked earnestly, and all of them also toiled and laboured with us with 
joy and great earnestness in. building ninety-two churches and ten monas- 
teries in four provinces (zx). whieh were erected by the help of the 
heavenly power: a thing which justice also requires us to bring Info the 
record of memorials of blessed character for the sake of a future good remem- 
brance for all these strennous workers, in order that we may not be reproached 
bv righteousness for having seen and known their labours and troubles 
and done injustice to their memories, especially since we marvel and wonder 
atthe dispensation of God's mercy, and his just and inscratable judgments, how 
in à short time he led them all one after another to the end of this tumultuous 
life and to the gathering together of their. bodies, which he caused to lie 
by one another, and all of them to his eternal rest from the vexation of the 
hody, while we on our part are still bound in the ropes of our sins and 
involved in bodily temptations in this life of turmoil, and of vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit. 
The. history of Abraham and Cyriac and Barhadbshabba and Sergats 
the deacons is ended. 


I. see p, 416, n. 4. — 2. Ecel, 1; Dv: dn 10, 07, 26; Tv, 4, 16. 
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NEXT THE FORTY-FOURTH HISTORY, OF TRIBUNUS WHO IN HABIT (s7%u.n) WAS 
A LAYMAN AND A COUNT, BUT IN THE PERFORMANCE OF PRACTICES OF EXCEL- 


LENCE COMPLETE AND PERFECT. 


This excellent blessed man Tribunus therefore, who tn a lay station 
carried out spiritual practices, was by his birth (yévoz) from the district of 
Sophanene, from a village called Beth R sv m n t''; aman who from an early 
age had been taught religion, and was constantly oceupied in fasting and 
prayer and constant attendance in churches and monasteries with the great 
and excellent blessed men, and used to hear and learn the psalms aud the 
Scriptures, even as his parents also set themselves to teach him to read aud 
write Greek, and he besides Greek learned Syriac also’, and meditated, as 
it is written, ‘on the law of the Lord day and night ^. While then he was 
constantly occupied in reciting service and reading the Scriptures in Greek 
and Syriac, aud while his parents desired to yoke him in worldly intercourse 
with a wife, and expected that he would also be their heir, because he was 


indeed their only child, and‘ advised him to take a wife, as she had been 


l. Perh. read * Rumane’ pomegranates). 2. Appy. his own language was Armenian. — 3. Ps. 
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betrothed and provided, he on his side opposed, and he wonld answer his 
parents, saving, « As for me why should | go and fall into the turmoil of 
this world, and give material to sin and death? IPT indeed obey von, then 
| shall also be bound by the world and many sins, and, if it happens that I 


beget children, they will be spoil for death, and I shall again stt mourning 


lor them »; and the many other things which, as lie often repeated in our 
presence, he would answer to his parents, so that they were rednecd to great 
distress, because they saw that the devout young man so despised the 
world and all that is im it; since indeed they relied upon riches, houses and 
estates and lands, and male and female slaves, and saw that he who they 
thought was heir of these things spurned and despised them, and wonld not 
consent to look at them at all, but was constantly occupied with religion 
and spiritual employment, and used to have recourse to saints who were 
stvlites and recluses and laboured iu the excellent hfe, and attached himself 
to them, and was taught, so that thenceforth they held hin as a beloved son 


iu allthe convents, and especially in the devout convent of F v t v the devout 


and great blessed men Habib and Zora, who shine at the beginning of 


these histories! lke rays of light: so that after the decease of Ilabth the 
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1, Appy. in erasure. 


mighty in spiritual strength, when his perfect disciple Zura at last earned 
the privilege of succeeding him in the administration, and also of ascending 
the pillar aud. accomplishing the course of his practices on it, and, when 
this blessed Ztura had for a period of some years while in an earthly body 
heen engaged in heavenly and sublime employments on a column between 
earth aud heaven, by the envy of the enemy of righteousness a persecution 
was stirred up against him by those who honoured the synod of Chaleedon, 
and that so violent that they brought the blessed man down from his pillar, 
and he was expelled with all his convent: and he. when these things were 
inflicted upon him, without delay hastened to the royal city to utter a reproof 
on aceount of these things, as have! been recorded by ns at short length 
in the histories relating to these things; and he took the devout Tribunus 
with him in lay attire (syžuz) as an interpreter of the Greek tongue. And 
so he went up with him, and lived with his disciples and with him, imitating 
their practices and occupied m spiritual employment; insomuch that he was 
consequently desirous of being admitted to the devout monastic habit 


isy7ux) also, and the blessed men would not allow him, saving « It is 
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] Added m marg. in smaller letlers. — 2. Coir. from [batcadees. 


better both for vou and for us that you should go in and out of the city and 
the palace (x59) as a lavman, and carry communications (arozgisers) for 
us, and not go about the city clad in the habit (ezzyx) aud cause the habit 
(07x) to be made an object of mockery ». And so he performed the service 
of the old man and of his convent all the days of his life, insomuch that he 
gained easier entry and more freedom (zzz25552), and they even thrust the office 
of a count on him under constraint by his‘ command, saying, « This willbe no 
impediment to your practices: aud, when you wish, it is casy for you to give 
up the office. But for the sake of our communications (Zzozz/ss) take it upon 
youn. And so under constraint he accepted an earthly employment, while 
the whole of his own mind and energy was constantly occupied in heavenly 
employments and bound up in thein. When after some years during which 
he had served the blessed man the blessed man departed from the world, 
then the exeellent blessed inan remained in the cell iu whieh he dwelt in the 
city, accomplishing the labour of his practices on a great scale, having also 
added to his spiritual labours the extra labour of hospitality and the relief 
of the poor, living and delighting also in voluntary poverty, and rejoicing 


iu it, so that, if it happened also that there was a superlluity of anything 


l. 7c. Z' ura '*. 
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1. added (in same ltand ?;. — 2. Corr. from ILasaizo. 


in his cell, he would set himself to scatter it among the needy. Since many 
of the ehamberlains and of the distinguished members of the senate (en c) 
were acquainted with liim because of the blessed man ', and moreover loved 
hin on account of liis venerable manner of life, and used to beg him to do 
them the favour of dwelling with them, or even only to stay with cach of 
them, and to receive some gift [rom them, so also he would flee and shrink 
as from the perpetration of an evil act, saving, « My sins are enough for 
me; and to share in other men’s sins”, or to refresh myself by the sweat 
of others 1 will never consent». And so he was constant in maintaining a 
life of retirement and the performanee of righteous acts, though be had 
reached old age, still hoping to attain the habit (sya), passing most of 
his days in this our convent and that of the blessed Zura, while he also 
practised handiwork for liis needs, some carpentering: and moreover he made 
partridge-cages (420503) and sold them, and gained lis living, with his two 
slaves, who also served hin devoutly: for, when they went out to monaste- 
ries or anywhere, then they also continually practised vigils and fasting and 


1. Se. Z' ura. — 2. Cf. p. 175. 
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T" JOHN OF EPHESUS. ET 
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recitation: of service and: constant pravers in company with all the members 
of the convent; and. when they were remaining eontiniously in the cell, 
the blessed Tribunus was constantly occupied in the same way night and 
day. and what is especially deserving of admiration is that he rejoiced in 
poverty and took pleasure in scarceness; so that, i it happened that at any 
time he actually had a superfluity, he was mueh displeased at this, and set 
himself to scatter and to spend his superlluity : so that he took pleasure in 
-eareenezs, giving thanks. E wish therefore to set down and place on record 
something abont a temptation of his and about the maws courage and the 
eonlliet izy6v) whieh he sustained. This man then had once thought of 
changing his place of residence; and he went ont and was going round the 
mansions, looking for a tenement convenient for him to live in: and, having 


i 


found tinn ^! written and lixed up on the door of a certain mansion. he asked 


for tlie porter. saaan to vo up aud show him the tenement. And, sinee 
the porter (zziz; himself was not there, but as Wf hy the opposition. of 
Satan his wife was present, who was a voung woman and was very worldly 


CN 


in her appearauee?, she sail to hint « Come with me and twill myself show 


|l. This was perh. used. of ans house where rooms were te he lel; but in Bar Ali (quoted in 
Porth es vs SN gol ostiarius is rendered bolas "Uunkeeperi; — 2, See p. 225 n. 3. 


———— eee 
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1. Ms, wats (sic, The eonfusion in this sentence is perh. the authors. ss Ms. [Da oae. 


3. Cors from e Preceding word in erasure, 


you the rooms that are advertised ». And, when she had taken the key 
(153a) and sone up and opened them, they both went in. And, as he was 
golug round to look, while she on her side was displaying a snare of sin 
e o . D 

pelore him, a siuful passion was aroused in her, and she went on madly 
bel him, ful | | her, I sl t I] 
laughing in his face, while she also seized him, and began as if by the 
kisses of sin to grasp him and enttee him to fall with her. And, as he was 
ki f sin to grasp | id enttee | to fall with ] And, as | 1 
rebukinz her and flinging and casting her hands off hin, she on her side all 

c & qs L 

the more as il by the machination of the devil, who was desirons of eatehing 
the brave man by a snare, and setting a blemish on lis beaultes aud staining 


' yet more entered into her, making her madly grasp the blessed 


him, he 
man, while she also threw herself in front of him to tempt him to lasci- 
viousness, litertwining herself with himn with all the lasciviousness and 
violence of impurity and adultery, using? foul words which we do not wish 
even la write dowu and pollute the ears or amad of the hearer aud record. 
But the man armed with the divine power flung aud threw her olf and 
withdrew himself from her, reproving and rebuking her sternly aud saying, 


« The Lord rebuke you, woman, and the fiend who clothed vou in so much 


shamelessuess and wickedness that you should dare to detile the path of 


1, Se. The devil, Sie syn — 2. Ms. owm. The text ds here very eorenpl 
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rum masala “(cana aim) méuiràé aah 
“poor ram mnri iduna 


„ha Jiag Sry JNa fadsods haso fly aia Da aa 
Jas No, ]losN so. adds REN fas") JloiKasoy Jg3os$. ota) o} hisa 


1. Vs, assag Dan — 7. Me, oim. 3. Mo. Wael, 


intercourse with your husband, and hold intercourse with another in violation 
of the law ivouoz . aml think to stain me the stuner with vou». Ant so 
this brave man like Joseph the just fled and Teft that house aud all. thal 
neighbourhood in great trepidation, so that he would relate these things to 
us and to many others, about the battle and conflict Gepevi which he had, and 
about the machination of the evil one who was bitter against the wise 
merchant in order to make spoil of his merchandise, Aud so, being illus- 
trions for the excellence of this manner of living, he ended*his life heroteally, 
bearing good testimony, and he too as well was laid in the sepulchre of our 


convent. 
The history of Tribunus the count is ended, 
NEXT THE FORTY- TH ISTOR, OF A PERFECT AND ENCELLENT. BLESSED 
MAN WHOSE NAME Was [save: 


As therefore it is written that ta city that is built upon a mountain cannot 


be lid ?. so also the light of the excelent manner of life of perfect men who 


Vo ONES te: 2. Matti. Vee 
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have employed themselves in works of excellence cannot be concealed. 
This blessed Isaac therefore was by his birth (yévoz) from the city of Dara, and 
he had also a wife and children and a house, and the ofhtee of a protector’, 
while he was constantly occupied in fasting and prayer and constant 
vigil. and in perpetual alms, so that out of the fervour of divine zeal he left 
house and wife and children as it is written? for the sake of the hope of the 
promise of eternal life, and departed, and came to the roval city, And, 
having entered the ministering office? (diaxevtz) of those who bathe the sick 
at meht, and laboured with them in the labour and service of the house of 
God, he began to be knowi and honoured by many. Aud, being constantly 
occupied in practices of asceticism and so on, he secretly formed the plan of 
engaging in another spiritual employment; and so lie secretly went oat to onc 
of the hospitals (2ev9347zz) * that was a little way from the city and hired 
himself out in it as a sick-attendant. And he took off all his clothes and sold 
them and gave to the poor; and he bought some hempen sackeloth and 
clothed hinuself in it. And thus he was henceforth a diligent attendant on 


the sick, since the affair of the sick openly gave him an opportunity and an 


1. The protectores were a division of the honrsehold cavalry Babul in. Ree. Hist.. oXiv, p. 225: 
EXV p. 225.: bul in this ease the post was appy. honorary. — 2. Matth., NMIN. 29. A32 Or ‘deaconry |, 
i e. a house established by the church for the care of the sick and poor under the superintendence 

J, 


of the deacons. Cf. p. 478 and JAE. 1, 18, D. aud see DPueange, s. v. diaconi. — 4. Eveseye, = 


Sevasoyeioy is nol found in Grech writers. 
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ix wbled kiler 2. Ms, «Aao. 


outlet for his secret manner of Hie, for fuis. watching and vigilance and the 
recitation of servies by might. he being vigilant and regular and diligent and 
standing before the siek, and busving hunself abont ministering to them 
aud relieving them. so that all to whom he ministered blessed. him, and 
contimmally prayed for htm: but the other sick-attendants with the superin- 
tendent i(£evo3og xzioz) and all who were with him marvelled and wondered at 
the diligence and watehing and fasting of the vigilant and diligent blessed 
mau Isaac. Bat his wife, having learned that he had gone to the royal erty, 
herself also too quickly went out after him, and she went about for a long 
time seeking him. insomuch that she learned from others that he was atten- 
ding on the sick in sueli-and-sneh a hospital Gevodoyeiov . And, when she 
went and asked about him and he heard about it, he hid himself trom her for 
alone time, while she lay in wail and went up and down to see him, and 
was quite unable to do so. But at last he sent lier a message : « Go away 
from here, donot Te im watt and go up and down, Yon eaunot see my face 
now: but go away now and wait, keeping quiet: and at the end ol 
two month» vou shall come and see me ». Having therefore received his 


word awdl put confidence in. his truthfulness, kuowing indeed that he would 
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uot break his word, she withdrew and went away and sat quiet until the 
end of two months; aud after that time. having gone with conlidenee to see 
him in the morning, she found that he was dead, and had been laid on a bench 
(c«xustos), and wrapt in a sheet; aud that woman by her wailing and 
lamentation and weeping declared the truth of the miracle, and the foreknow- 
ledge and! that inthe exercise of diseretion and humility for God's sake, and 
uot as aman in need, he had submitted to minister to the sick. And so 
everyone who heard of it was astomshed, and a great number of people 
hastened to accompany the blessed Isaae to the grave; and thus his body was 
buried with a great procession and much honour, everyone marvelling and 
wondering at him and serving God. 


The history of the perfect blessed man Isaae is ended. 


NEXT THE FORTY-SINTIE HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED Paru, WHO WAS FROM THE 


CITY or ÅNTIOCNŽŤ. 


l is therefore no small thing that the memory of the history of Paul also 


the divine man and strenuous worker, who worked in his Lord's vinevard 


l. Ms. om. — 2. See H. E., ur 15. 
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from morning till evening without growing weary, should be omitted from 
the order of those who have been inserted in this spiritual company.  Fhis 
great and earnest Paul therefore was by his birth (yivog) from Antioch ; and 
lie was earnest and fervent in religious zeal [roin his boyhood, so that from 
the greatness of his zeal he became stern and harsh, and a rebuker of those 
who approached religions work sluggishly in any manner; and the object of 
his zeal was to carry poor and old and sick persons by night, and he would 
take them and bathe and anoint them, and mend and change the clothes 
of those who were in need, and take them and give them to drink each one 
according to what was suited for him, and hie would give small cotns as was 
suited for each one of them. And thus before daybreak in company with 
others who shared his enthusiasm with him he would carry him', and would 
zo and lay him in his place (and he used to do this not to men only but also 
to women, for a long time: so that in consequence of this he by his zeal 
instigated many persons to share his labour, after teaching everyone from 
his house and fromthe produce of his labour to carry in bis hand every day and 
bring for the use of the poor and sick needy persons according to his power, so 


that accordingly many of them became enthusiastic and used secretly to hasten 
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1. In erasure (?). — 2. Ms, [basSaas. — 3, Ms, mo. — ^. The letters D3 are wrilten as a eor, 
reclion from something else. 


to this labour. For many even of the great and eminent men of the city, 
having put olf their apparel (57z22) and clothed themselves in poor men's 
apparel (e772) and hoods that concealed their heads and faces, would thus put 
straps on theirnecks and carry the chairs of the sick and poor, and old men and 
women, and perform all the ministration to them, while in their earnest zeal 
they gladly spent money for each man according to his state in life to make 
provision for them, But Paul the earnest in spiritual things, having insti- 
tuted and organized this ministration to the poor in Ins city of Antioch, and 
seen that it was being carried out by many persons with earnest zeal, with- 
drew and departed to the other great cities, stirring zeal and enthusiasm in 
many, and organizing aid instituting this ministration in all cities through 
certain earnest and Christian men who concerned themselves about therr 
lives’ salvation, and earnestly endeavoured to gain the inheritance of eternal 
life. When this strenuons worker had been teaching and rousing entha- 
siasm, and instituling the work of this ministration to the poor in any one 
city, and had passed one year or two or more, and saw that his work had been 


instituted and organized in that city, his zealous plan would next draw him 
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Woah 48, 6€ mer That thee seribe’s ms. was torn. — 4. M~s. 909. 


to another city: and so accordingly he aeted in this way and instituted the 
work of this ministration not in eastern cities only ', but also in many western 
cities tage When aecorndingly.. 22 es that le was uot able nd sili- 
cient himself in person to repair to every city, he used accordingly to send 
others, and rouse the citizens, and advise and instigate them to take up this 
work, so that this great and holy work, which is more pleasing to God than 
all labours, grew and increased, and was instituted in every place and city, 
through the zealous enthusiasm of the man of God. When he had organized 
and built up and instituted this ministration in many cities, he in his zeal 
repaired to the roval city also besides, insomuch that in a short time he 
succeeded in beginning and gaining distinction and extending it there, and 
instigating many of the great and eminent men to become fellow-labourers 
and partners in his ministration, so that conseqnently his ministration was 
manifestly extended and increased and magnified, there being no rest or 
intermission all the night and in the day, so that he relieved and fed and 
refreshed not only the poor and maimed and sick and lame and blind and old 
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in the royal city, but also in all the suburbs beyond the water in all quarters 
of the same city besides, and also in all the cities round, Chalcedon and Nico- 
inedia, and Cyzicus and Prusias! and Heraclea, aud as far as the sea ol Pontus, 
while he also bought clothing and brought it out and distributed it and gave 
it to many from any source from which it fell into his hands, while he also 
provided relief and refreshment with every kind of bathing for the poor and 
the strangers who were present. And so this man went cn gaining distinc- 
tion and showing prowess in the Lord's work in the royal city for many years, 
while not neglecting to send money to other cities round Sycae? also for the 
expenses of that ministration, which be had planted and instituted in them. 
And accordingly many emulated his zeal and his earnestuess and imitated 
it, so that other deacouries (9:zzovízc)? were established uot for men only but 
also for women and great and lowly in ardent zeal hastened to minister, and 
to take part by means of gifts. And so the blessed Paul ended the course of 
lis practices in the same royal city, bearing good testimony’... . . . only 


1. Ms. co fas qa’. —2. The suburb beyond the Golden Torn, now Galata and Pero; see p. 27 and 


p. 431. We are perl. ta understand that lie was living in the Syrian monastery. — 3. See p. 467, n. 3, 
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of dry bones and shin bud over them ontside ike wood: aud thus his whole 
body was dried. up from the labour and abstinence and watching, his praver 
also accompanying his action in all cities in the east and in the west, and 
especially in the roval city, while many consequently clothed themselves 
in his zeal cud added something to this ministration, until it grew aud in- 
ereased and expanded everywhere, ind every day au iddition was made to 
God s glory and the relief of the poor. 


The history of the blessed Paul, icho was from the cili of Antioch, is ended, 


NEAT THE PORTY-SEVENTH HISTORY, CONCERNING TOE HOLY COMMUNITIES. WIOGH 
THEODORA THE QUEEN GATHERED TOGETHER IN CONSTANIINOPLE, COMMUNI- 
TIES 1HOM EVERY PLACE IN THE ROYAL CITY WHICH WERE GATHERED TOGE- 
THER IN THE ROYAL MANSION CALLED THAT OF llonurspis BY THE BELIEVING 


OLEEN- LHkopORS SCHUSE. SOUL. IS AP RESE 


On the subject therefore of the community of blessed men which was 
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gathered together in the royal city by the believing queen at the time of 
the persecution, out of many peoples and various local tongues, we wish tō 
leave a record at short length; and the history of it is sufficient to cause 
discerning men to marvel at it, sinee it was indeed composed of many blessed 
inen who did not fall short of the number of five hundred, and with’ great 
and venerable old inen; and the congregation of persecuted saints was so 
widely extended that? it shone with many who had under the coustraint of 
the persecution come down from columns and been ejected from places of 
seclusion, and been expelled from districts, and their congregation was 
rendered illustrious by great aud distinguished. heads of convents from all 
quarters of the cast aud of the west, and Syria and Armenia, Cappadoeia 
and Cilicia, [sauria and Lveaonia, and Asia and Alexandria and Byzantium, 
countries Which beyond others burned with zeal for the faith, while one 
might consequently go into the palace (x27) itself called that of Hormis- 
das, as into a great and marvellous desert of solitaries, and marvel at their 
numbers, and wonder at their venerable appearanee, and the same men's 
honoured old age, and be affected by the crucilixion of their bodies and their 
practices of standing and the same men’s spiritual songs which were heard 
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from all sides, and at [hetr marvellous eantieles and their melancholy voices 
which were performed and uttered in all the chambers and courts (22:622) and 
cells and halls (72031993) of that palace (722.zs00v), and they were ranged in order 
and full in every place, nud they were crowded and packed and their cells were 
full, as well as every chamber and room in that place; while one might sce 
in each of the great halls (2:5«vo;) that they were filled by rows of planks, 
for by the care of the queen cells had been made and provided for tlie old and 
great and honoured meu amoug them, and some of the stylites and recluses 
aud solitaries, besides all the quantity of cells that were in all the quarters of 
that palace (z:3zzwv, and besides the great community which in one chamber 
had as it were the organization of one convent and one service, aud an 
archimandrite and a steward, and servitors' and a table together, and were 
continually governed according to the whole perfect organization of a convent; 
while all the other halls (22604voc) besides, as we have stated above, were Tull 
of the blessed men’s cells and booths, some of wood and some of curtains, 
and some of matting and so on, while severe labours and protracted fasts and 


constant vigils aud perpetual pravers, as well as celebrations and descents of 
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the Spirit in every place were being earried on, while altars were fixed up 
everywhere, so that in consequence not only! did the believing people run 
to the amazing sight, and sec and marvel and be astonished and wonder at 
these spiritual congregations, and run to each one of these saints to be blessed 
and to be assisted by their pravers, but even some of those who did not 
belong to their communion would run to that amazing community about 
which they had heard, and see and marvel and be astonished and dumbfounded 
and edified, and would give thanks to God, and in consequence a great 
number of the people of the city like a fnll river turned aside to these holy 
communities, and flowed on and overflowed at all times; insomuch that many 
of the participators with the synod of Chaleedon, which was a cause of scandal 
and of the persecution of the blessed men, when they saw this marvellous 
community, «nd learned the causes of the persecution of it, had their mind 
filled with atlliction and contrition, and renounced the Chaleedonian commu- 
nion, and asked for communion with them, and thus many were added to the 
believers; while the believing queen also would regularly once in every two 
or three days come down to them to be blessed by them, being amazed at 
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their community and there practices, and admiring their hououred old age, 
aml going round among them and making obeisance to them, and being 
regularly blessed fy each one of them, while she provided. tlie expenses 
required. for them liberally in every thing; while the king also, who was 
ranged against them on accouut of the synod of Chalcedon, marvelled at their 
congregation, and himself also was attached to many of them and trusted 
them, aud was constantly received and blessed by them. And thus this 
great community became illustrious by a variety of practices all the days of the 
blessed queen's life, while even after her death © she laid au injunction upon 
the kiug about it, and it was preserved, aud all the lifetime of Justinian the 
king he looked after them and honoured them, and supported the remuant of 
them, even to the present time which is the vear ctght hundred and seventy- 
seven”, that is the remnant that was left of it to the present time (but it is 
the samej: while our meanness also from the beginning of the collection of 
this community and before it was completely collected, aud even down to 
tbis time at which we have in it set down the record that tells of it (since for 


a considerable time we were with it also in the same royal city at that line) 
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was! 


with it first on account of the persecution, and at the end which is the 
rest of all this long time, which passes thirty years?, on account of the 
conversion from the error of paganism, which as by the dispensation and 
assistance of God's grace was performed im the districts of Asia by the 
instrumentality of our meanness, so that cighty thousand were converted 
and rescued from paganism, and ninety-@eht churches and twelve monaste- 
ries, aud seven other churches transformed from Jewish synagogues were 
founded in these four provinces ($z227:2:)^, Asia, Carta, Pheygta, aud Lydia. 
These things we have recorded for the glory of God, and, mm case anyone 
should lind fault or be offended on account of the length of our stay in the 
royal city, by way of explanation *. 

It would not be irrelevant to set down also a record of the loving care of 
God that was shown to this community from the beginning even to the end. 
Since, as we said before, a great congregation amounting to thousands in 
number used to assemble in the presence of the blessed men for the sake of 
their blessings and their prayers, and to have the privilege of receiving the 
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oblation consecrated by them in one of the greal halls (225O«vs2), inside whieh 
there was also a martyrs! chapel, one day, when a great crowd was assembled 
amd R was filled from end to end, on account of the great weight of the people 
suddenly at the time of the celebration that chamber broke in and fell, 
thousands of people going down with it. And, when shrieking and terror 
and panie suddenly arose, so that the sound of the shrieking was heard a long 
distance, as far as the great palace (722.2710), and a sudden report went about 
« Many thousands ol those who do not assent to the synod have been killed », 
then indeed the descent of God's mercifulness descended*, and was made 
manifest upon these multitudes by the prayers of the saints themselves, so 
that not one soul among them perished, and there was not a hurt on the bodv 
ol any of them, although many fell on tlie top of one another, among them 
women carrying their children: and thus they all rose from that fall, and it 
was only from the terror and panic that some of them received a shock. And 
they came out thanking and praising and blessing God who saved them from 
death. aud all who saw them woudered at this greal miracle of deliverance 


from death which had happened to Ihem; while this story filled the king und 


loSi 8M 


F481] OF THE REFUGEES IN CONSTANTINOPLE. 683 
Joa jaN JA so oU» Laado jas; Lazi ba Bx 
Jar tdussed, Towers: ose iss asco ay esee esa th se 
LMonN o Ile LN pas Jes) fare! aul Sad Joa Jan 
þa Lasar, otoop> JN pneu) Nasl coy JlasoL uoaa Da, 
sfasa Loot [52.0 
wit Jola qae e] p JND Jioll Jaoor adeo iS cso 
Had Laan flsao dy; ea dor Lope sEh) oot Lasas 5 poh! Joe o 
FIR, JN Aaso . JKinsopo và J Koos «26 crags, [3333 opaa lo 
eas Jono Läim LoL be 10 .&aasiol: LieMse,. Jad, 
JNuupelo rota 9» Ha ads! Maand, qoot ooo Ka] JN o 
J.syaroy fas! cod) eoan od Jill 2eeJlseo - cats ly cl 
LOMHPIANIAN Vohra gy op aco Cad pao .0001 Cad Naso Joi; JNasaslo 
JA] oSaad ed oclo NS.a p> OAM LA. «oo Jars Joi Joey 


l. Ms, ALL. 


queen and the maguates also, and the rest of the people throughout the city 
with astonishment, and called forth praise and thanksgiving to God, aud 


rendered the community of the blessed meu itself honourable in the eves of 


everyone, so that at last the king sent, and made the hall (z260«vo2) itself that 
fella portico. And a second miracle which God wrought in the place where 
this holy community was happened as follows. 

After the death of the believing Theodora the queen, when this com- 
munity bad also lost some of its earlier numbers, the adversaries were 
stirred up with envy against 1t, and induced the king to eject them from the 
former place, and remove them to another place belouging to the crown 
called the house of Urbicus'. And, while a Tew of the holy old men were 
m these cells, the adversaries Introduced some women with their husbands, 
and others who were not chaste, and filled the place where the blessed men 
lived, where the sacrament and the serviee of God used to be performed; 


and, whereas these men thought to defile the saints’ dwelling, God purified 


it by a sudden lire, in that fire fell and burut the whole of that place, only 


l. Rather Urbhicius. 
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a sinall portion of it eseaping, while the fire also caneht some of these women 
themselves and burnt them. iid so at last ib was given to the martyrs’ 
ehapel of the holy Mar Sergius, aud à monastery was built on. that spot; 
amd it remains to the present time to the glory of God, and for the purpose 
of the confession of his name, and to fullil that whieh is written, «© Phe Lord 


knoweth Ins own and is known by his own » '. 


The history concerning the communities which Theodora the queen gathered 


together in Constantinople is ended, 


NEXT FHE JIoHT3-LiGIHU1E HISTORY, OF THE FIVE BLESSED PATRIARCHS WHO Pis- 


TUNSGUIESIEI: “EHR MSEL VES EN ENILE (40s%%) IN THE TIME OF THE PERSECUTION, 


It seemed to us a necessary thing and one that is very proper that by 
means of wrilten memorials the history also of the perfeet. blessed fathers 
aud great and spiritual pastors. the arch-fathers, the live palriarchs, Severus, 


Theodosius, Xnthinus, Sergius, and Paul, should be given to the huowledye 
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of posterity in writing, among whom the blessed Severus like a valiant and 
heroic man first distinguished himself in mighty and intense conlliets (Zyàv) 
of persecution, having been chased from the city of Antioch, and departed 
to the city of Alexandria, and withdrawn to the deserts of Egvpt, while he 
carried out te the full the monastic model in which he had before also 
lived a life of austerity and poverty, and he engaged ina splendid conflict 
(zyov) of contention against Julian of Halicarnassus '. Besides him moreover 
the blessed Theodosius also besides was eliased and departed from Mexandria. 
While these were in banishment’, the blessed Anthimus, who was bishop 
of the city of Trebizond, was summoned to the roval city, and on account 
of the excellence of his mode of life he was raised to the IHirone (824792). of 
the roval city itself; and, when he had retained the administration of that 
greal throne (825v: for a considerable number of years‘, and had heard. and 
learned about the perseention of the blessed inen Severus’ and Theodosius, 
and tuvestigated and learned the reason of their banishinent, which is the 
evil faith of the synod of Chaleedon, he chose for himself dike the great Moses 


to undergo allliction with his brothers, and not for a short time take his 


Lo *Zaeh Rho iN. ls. — 2. Theodosius was expelled after Anthinns, bual at tbe time of Vus 
accession he had been driven ont by dlc dulianists, — 4. Or "ealled. ose. lo the bishoprie. . — Really 
10 1nonllis (Mune. 93522Mar., a36) — 5. 8. was banished 17 sears before the appointinent of Anthiuins, 


but during |. episcopate lie was in C IS, and was foreed to ieave at the liie of his expulsion, 
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pleasure! among the evil impieties of Chaleedon, And so he spoke much 
with the king and made entreaty to him with regard to the peace of the 
churches, and with regard to summoning his brothers, and, when no atten- 
lion was paid to him, he took his pall aud laid it on the altar before the 
king himself and departed, while he also wrote letters to the two patriarchs, 
as they also composed synodical letters to him?: and thus they made union 
with one another, and all the party of the believers was atfected with great 
joy. But, when the queen saw the Kings wrath agaist the blessed Anthi- 
mus on account of what he had done, and his great threatening, she took 
him and hid him in a chamber in hee palace (w22zt:0v), in order that men 
might not know what had. befallen him, except only herself and two cham- 
berlains her accomplices, while even the king aud everyone else might 
think that she had removed him and banished him entirely outside the city. 
And so for this reason the blessed man was in great peace, while he also 
performed his honourable labours and his great practices; because he had 
in fact been a monk before and he was so afterwards also, who never tasted 
bread, and also never drank wine, and had passed twenty-five years in this 


great abstinence. it having been in fact the whole time of the eptscopate and of 
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his patriarchate; and thus he carried out the rule even after his expulsion 
also down to the end of his life, when he had also completed a space often years 
in hiding, until many thought that he was dead, until the time of the queen's 
death ', and so he was discovered and made known, and he was received by the 
king, while he also made peace with him, and held him in great honour, 
till the end of the blessed man’s life, and he used to make entreaty 


with regard to the peace of the church. But the blessed Severus bad before 
: ] 


these things been summoned by the king to the royal city on account of 


the peace of the ehureli; and under great pressure from everyone he came, 
saying, « Since it is everyone's will lo! | will go up, but it is impossible 
that anvthing whatever will be done by those who are in. power »; and so 
he went up, and passed two vears? labouring and teaching. And, when 
he saw that his statement that nothing would be done was being accom- 
plished, he went back to the southern regions of Alexandria, coustantly 
occupying his time in the desert in retreat and asceticism and studying the 
writings of the fathers, and perfectly carrying out great labour and an 
abstemious life. And, when he had completed a period of some years in 


l. Theodora lived. 12 years after As deprivation, In the Eccl. Hist. Land, p. 388; J. says that he 
was 7 sears in hiding. — 2. Really 535-Mar., 536 (Zach. Rh.. 1x, 05i. 


Il seems clear thliat d. had never 
Seen s.s, and Therefore deft CP. before his arrival (Dyakonov, p. %9.: but L eannet follow Dyakonov 
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his banishment, he fell into a sickness; aud afterwards they carried him from 
the desert to a city of Egypt called WKsoi', and there he ended the course of 
his conflict (464), smd went to the Lord *. 

But the blessed Theodosius, patriarch of Alexandria, also had been 
bravely contending inthe conlhet 2yo) of persecution for a considerable tine, 
during all the lifetime of King Justinian, and ihid so after his death”, even 
to the present time, which is the vear eight hundred and seventy seven *, 
anew king having also succeeded in the same year, who is Justinian’s sister's 
son. Who also promises with the help of the blessed Theodosius to bring about 
the peace of the church), having carried on a contest for about thirty years 
in exile Z2s26. from place to place and from country to country. Aud’ he 
also as well ended the course of his practices in the sime year, in the same 
roval city, nine months after the death of the same Justinian the king ®, 
nothing whatever having been done in the matter of the union of the church. 


And he completed thirty-one years aud a half? in the eontlrets (2yo) of 


to Naw (Plal IV, v, n: Steph. Bizari Plinn v9. — SN eha 538. — 3 06 Nove. obo. — T a 
— 5. Thi- sentence and the following, inconsistent wilh the preceding and with The end of the chi; 


are clearly a ater addition of the author: sci Patrol, p. vir — 6. This wonld plaer his deaths im Aug, 


abt: bul ' Pionssius', who usually follows John, places it on Be dune, carl iu the Coplie calendar 


he is celebrated on 22 June. — 7. This must be rechoned. from his expulsion. bs Ihe Juliaui-ts iu 


Leb.. 535. 
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persecution and exile (2252/2) from place to place, having also gained distinc- 
tion and renown all over the commonwealth (zodwtetz) of us Romans, and he 
went in heroie Fashion to the Lord. A period of some years therefore 
after the death of the blessed Severus the blessed Sergius suceceded him in 
orthodoxy (22093526; ', who was by his birth (yévos) a man of Thella?, a learned 
and well-read man, and among men renowned and well-known and honoured, 
and as regards God devout and given to fasting and a Nazirite, and a keeper 
of vigils, and a lover of quieinde, and of. reading the Scriptures and the 
exposition of the fathers, so that le was skilful in his speech, and a man of 
understanding. * 

This man therefore, having attained ordination (yetsorovex) to the patriar- 
chate while in the royal city, and presided over the church, teaching and 
comforting and edifying and establishing everyone in the truth for three 
years after lie had received the right hand of the high-priesthood of Antioch, 
ended hts course, and was earried from the life here to our Lord in the same 
royal city. Alter three years from this man’s decease a certain Alexandrine 


whose name was Paul attained the high-priesthood of the same see, that is 


I. FL. e in the Monophysite succession, as opposed to the Chaleedonian patriarchs, — 2. Cons- 


tantina, doc See p ANN 
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outside in banishment: who also down to the present dav after king Justinus 
death is in the body with arelibishop Theodosius. ! 


The history of the five blessed patriarchs who distinguished themselves in erie 


(eZecta) in the time of the persecution is ended. 


NENT THE TORTY- NINTI HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED JAMES THE BISHOP AND 


BRAVE AND VALIANT COMBATANT fzzteovta vts]. 


It would not therefore be easy for any one to approach the task of relating 
the history of the blessed James without fear, a history which transcends all 
the extent of the limits of narrative, a man whose story is higher than all 
words and all understandings: but out of love of truth we will through our 
poor language and in our contemptible writing make both a memorial ol a 
few of his own excellencies and a picture of the exhalation of his spiritual 
heanties. This saint therefore and veritable man of God from his boyhood, 
while he also was by his birth (voz: from Thella*, was trained in the eele- 


brated convent of the monastery called that of Fsiltha*, but some cause 


Lo See cl o0, — 2. Conslantini — 3. 5e. "Ie quarry’ 
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summoned him together with the blessed Sergius whom we mentioned 
above', who also attained the honour of the bigh-priesthood through the 
blessed James, with him first to go up to the royal city on account of the 
faith?. And, when they had been received with great honour hy the bele- 
ving queen, and she had given them also a house and the rest of what they 
needed, thenceforth the blessed James dwelt alone in a little cell, in vreat 
retirement and arduous labours, and asceticism beyond measure, and i 
extraordinary poverty moreover in mode of life and in clothing, since he 
would eut one thick and ugly cloak of withes (?) into two, and out of its 
halves make what was required for his clothing aud his scanty covering“, aud, 
though the blessed Sergius also as well did as he did and associated himself 
with him in lasting and. vigil and constant recitation of service, yet he fell 
very far short of the standard of his retirement and his severe practices, on 
account of the communications brought by many who used to come to them 
and with whom he was required to speak: but the blessed James entirely 


refused to take part in these things, and refused also to appear during the 


1. P. 487. — 2 According to the spurious life (see Appendix) for a conference with the Chalce- 
donjans; but, if he became a bp. in 542 (eli. 50) and lived. 15 yrs in CP., he musl have come 11527; 
whieh is before the time of the conferences, — 3. See p. Si n. 2. The meaning may itso he that 
he used half for clothing and bdt fora nuight-eovering. Prom this attire he got the nickname * Purl- 
‘ava’ or * Burd‘ana’ (the man of the patchwork garment); et. ju 425. 
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|, Ma miaa: 2 Ms. aun; ins. from ch. oo, 


day outside his cell. But, when he had been engaged for a period of abont 
fifteen vears in these labours in the same royal city i his cell, then by the 
provision and at the instigation of the believing queen he was under great 
pressure summoned to the episcopacy, together with another blessed man 
from the country of Arabia whose name was Theodore ; because the party of 
the believers had diminished and a deficiency had moreover arisen in the 
order of the priesthood over all the commonwealth (zoreti) of the party of 
the believers. And, when both had received the high-priesthood, that is the 
blessed James that of the city of Edessa and Theodore that of Hirtha of the 
Saracens', then he armed himself with divine strength, and went oul to the 
work of his ministry, while he thenceforth began to pour out the priesthood 
derived from him copiously over the regions in all the eastern districts, like 
a gwat river in the days of Nisan?, having entered upon the high road of 
heroism at a vigorous spiritual pace without ceasing or resting night and 
day, while in accordance with the saving of the apostle he clothed himself in 
the breastplate of righteousness, and girded his loins with the perfection of 
faith, and took hold of the shield of salvation?, while he was at all. times 


carrying on a contest on behalf of the truth * on the right hand and on the left, 


1. Also called Hirth d. Numan (p. 145. The menlion of Theodore and his see has been omilted 


m Ibe m>. and is supplied from ch. >o, 3s Xpribo A Epha vB Mel. 
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in glory and in dishonour''. And so in the upper aud lower countries, while 
he was running the vigorous course of heroism without ceasing from the 
Persian frontier even as foras the royal eity of Constantinople, and Alexandria 
and all the countries, and fulfilling the work of the ministry to all the orthodox 
(aphoðoko) believers, not only by organizing the clergy and the giving of the 
priesthood, but also by consoling and comforting and edifying and strengthe- 
ning and teaching all the party of the believers everywhere’; so that conse- 
quently his fame was carried over all quarters, and in every country and city; 
so that all the svnodite bishops from all sides were exasperated, aud made 
threats against him to arrest him and tear him in pieces. And, while they 
were running after him with menaces in all quarters, he was sheltered by 
the divine graee, and was not delivered into the hands of his pursuers, and of 
those who sought his life*. For, whenever he went to any district, he would 
complete all the work of his ministry in one night perhaps and one day, and 
would pass the next night thirty or forty miles or more farther on; and, 
whenever news of him was heard in one district, and his pursuers went out 


after him, the brave man would be found in his heroism fulfilling his work in 


|. Uf Cor, vi, 7. 5 — 2. The sentence is left unfinished, — 3. Jer.. Ntv. 30. 
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b. Ms. 2. Me. be, corro from tlie interpolaled life (see Introd, p. viv V. D. and DL. render 
"aurum, but do not sive loos asan emendation, — 3. Ms, aaa Sos. 


another distriet, while those who were running after him to the right and to 
the left were found beating the air (262), and ', exasperated and biting their 
lingers, they would turn back with great shame, filled with bitterness and 
confusion and gnashing their molars against the man mighty in his Lord, 
and that while news of him was flying about to-day in one quarter and to- 
morrow in another; while for his part he resolutely refused to allow even a 
travelling-companion to carry any gold? or silver or bronze with him, or any 
food upon the journey, though he would travel extended stages (uzyotev) al a 
Vigorous pace, since on many days they would traverse more than the miles of 
the stage cuxvíes . while he would not consent to the fast and abstinence 
being broken: insomuch that on many days men could not travel with him 
and minister to him more than a short time, since they could not hasten on 
with his old age and support and endure his abstinence ; while he also would 
uot consent to avail himself of the use of an animal for riding or for driving, 
hut he used to accomplish his travelling on foot, since besides being 
strengthened by divine grace he further also possessed a sound body by 
nature. And thus he would accomplish: the course along the road. of 


o 


Mo om. — 2. So I emend from the interpolated life isee Introd.. p. NIV, n. 7 
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1. Ms. om. 


righteousness, and would make an addition to the party of the believers every 
day in every place, among Greeks and among Syrians; so that his fame 
which wasin every place sorely exasperated the adversaries, and disturbed 
them and made them run after him over the roads and districts and quarters. 
And, when the report of him reached this place, the news of him would 
further rouse excitement over an unlimited space in one day, while conse- 
quently pursuers aud horses would run after him in droves from all sides, 
meeting one another; insomuch that as chance would have it those who were 
pursuing him often met the blessed James himself, and asked jum = about 
hinself, saving, « Have vou heard any secret news of that deceiver James 
anywhere there? », and he on his side would name to them a place no small 
distanee behind him, saying : « Yes, 1 have heard from some men who were 
saving that he was in such-and-such a place, and was going about there: 
and, if yon set out, perhaps you will cateh him. » Having heard! these 
things from him as a piece of secret information and supposing him' to be a 
partisan, they would leave him himself, and run after him in accordance with 


the story that he had told them?. And so their outward eyes were closed 


l. Ms. om. — 2. The same story is lold of Simeon of Heth Arsham p. Vo 
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as well as their inner ones, that they might not recognise the blessed man, 
while it was not these only who were exasperated and disturbed by the news 
of him. but also the king himself. who gave no small amount of gold to those 
who promised to capture the blessed man, bishops and many monks and 
several laymen: so that many, when they saw his intentness and his eager 
desire and the gitt that he gave for the capture of the blessed man, and that 
everyone who promised to capture him received from him a large quantity 
of gold. as much as he asked, used consequently to deceive him, and promise 
and receive gold. from two hundred and three hundred daries, and go out, 
And there are some of them who while they were making search with greal 
diligence in every place, in deserts and on mountains and in eities and m 
villa ees NN Ode dazed and wearied, while they were unable to find the bondman 


D 
= 


of God on account of his abstemiousness', though these things continuel to 


t 


be carried onin this way for many vears, indeed even tll after king Justinians 
death, while the blessed man was strengthened in his Lord, and was confident 
like a Hon. and accomplished his ministry, causing the priesthood to dow 
like great rivers over the whole world of the Roman dominions: so that, Wa 


man take upou himself to sav thata hundred thousand were ordained by bin. 


1. This appy means that he was able to travel so rapidly because te travelled so light aud dtd not 
stop tu tike food, 
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[do not think he will depart from the truth; even as no small number of 


bishops and two patriarchs! also received ordination (yzozoviz) from him and 
from others who were with bim as is enjoined in the canons. First he took 
two admirable blessed men whose names are Eugene and Conon and entered 
the city of Alexandria, and there with other bishops he made them also as 
well bishops, and so he went out; and with them he heroically performed the 
work of the ministry, which has been going on even down to this first year 
of the reign of Justin the king ?. though he has now reached an honoured 
old age. though he does not fall short of the work of youth. For, as we 
declared at the beginning of the history that is concerned with him that the 
history that is concerned with him cannot be related in accordance with what 
he is, so also we state now at the end, having recorded a small portion of the 
conflict (xyov) of the blessed man’s contests and of his pursuits and his work 
for the glory of God, who chose him and strengthened bim and set him up 
in his ehurehi in. the time of the persecution, in order that we may all be 


assisted by his prayer together with that of all the saints Amen and Amen! 


The history of the hrave aud valiant blessed man James the bishop and combatant 
(Xofeovte Ts) is ended, 


l. Sergius and Paul. — 2. 5665. 
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NEXT THE FIFTIETH HISTORY, CONCERNING THE SAME TWO BISHOPS, PHE ENGEL- 
LENT AND DIVINE BLESSED WEN Javes AND TukobponE, WHO WERE TOGETHER 
IN TIE ROYAL CITY AT THE TIME OF THE PERSECUTION, AND CONCERNING THE 
ACTIVE WORK THAT WAS PERFORMED Bẹ THEM DURING THE SAME PERSEGU- 
TION, BY THE INSTIGATION AND THE COMMAND. OF THE RELIEVING Tigonona 


THE QUEEN. 


Before these things therefore, in the sixteenth vear of the reign of Justi- 
uian', after the time of the martyrdom of the blessed combatant (zyevszá2) 
lor religion Jolin bishop of the city of Thella at the hands of Ephraim of 
Antioch ?, when a lack of priests had consequently arisen in the countries of 
the east and of the west, and especially of bishops, then the glorious Hereth 
Bar Gabala, the great king of the Saracens, with many others asked. the 
Christ-loving queen Theodora to give orders that iwo or three bishops might 
immediately be instituted by the orthodox (4200d020) In Syria. And, since 


the believing queen was desirous of furthering everything that would assis! 


h 332, — 2, see ch, 25, 


x S ETSESS Shi 


S Use ams. 


J54 JOHN OF EPHESUS. 500! 


Vpn 


* 


oaia «Lois lo. Jena hasl wih asa oco amak lo 
saasso « Jioyofh Coy aso Liz JA r^ J5o:o]1o Waar. co «oo Nd 
Jpnrpdoo haan |fassash JAoshbs Jiosofl Lasag £20 Jtapd0 woof) 
SHG 11294 .. Asio] Laon Joa BN Kal Jas Menu 9o [Aseo oio 
Voa ojos wooo Jioni? Lah aco jo Nyo «yl r 
Joa Is gSa Janaa Sad Lauwo Liaw sands Joa J :flosl/ 
ooo y J5as Iso. «ooa Moje. Lacarshifs Liaw S PO 
L2»e23a9)0 oe» Liam. Lao: Jloillso yaso yaso iei soo 
03030 coo, 90.0 Lo: DINE Lolo JLo [rope froao :fusoado 
wi :daMa9 Jrdidmao Jlar Nae Loco Jie dNAs00 «002.50 
sJlasoray fond) ~ JLseo sual Jopay Ljos -.JLosL} Loona yar o> ol, 


l. Ms. fete siej UMS 1209905. 


the opponents of the synod of Chateedon, she gave orders and two blessed 
men, Well-tried and divine persons, whose names were James and Theo- 
dore, were chosen and instituted, one Tor [Hirllia of the Saracens', that is 
Theodore, and James for the city of Edessa. And. while the blessed 
Theodore exercised anthority m the southern and western? countries, and the 
Whole of the desert and Arabia and Palestine, as far as Jerusalem, the blessed 
James, having armed himself with religion. and clothed himself in the zeal of 
heroism, exteuded tis course over all the countries not onty of Syria and the 
whole of Armenia and of Cappadocia, all of which down to the little ones? 
were especially distinguished. and strong in orthodoxy \osfodoziz no less 
than Syria, Sand besides these * in the countries alsa of Cilicia and the 
Whole of Esauria and of Pamphylia and Lbyeaonia and Lyeta and Phrygia and 
Caria and Asia, and in the istids of the sea Cyprus and’ Rhodes, and 
Chios and Mitylene ^, and as far as the royal city of Constantinople, in which 


also besides all the countries he displayed the course of heroism, and filled 


Fdhie Hira se. cesunp^s the seat of the Roman Saracens, is probably different from Hirtlia d 


Nile aie pe 1, The seat the Persian sauraeenss — 2. We rather require “eastern Perl, 
however the cuthor is speaking from the point of view af the Svrine world. whieh exleuds from 
Hie Mesdliblerraness te dhe Tigris. — 3. Se. children. — 4. We require ‘hu. The anthor has, as 
olen. forsoalb how de besin Ure sentence — 5. Vs. ans = 6. This is probably the carliest use of 
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the ranks of the priesthood, and spread orthodoxy DUET abroad, who nol 
only marshalled priests and supplied all quarters, but further abso in keen 
religious zeal did not shrink even from making proviston for ordaining ind 
appointing high-priests, that is bishops, also in every place; so that. since 
he was careful to observe the regulations of the canons whieh command 
that withont three bishops no bishop shall be instituted, he contrived to 
bring with him (wo monks of voul repute Tor excellence of Hlfe; one from 
Cilicia and one [rom Isauria, and proceeded to the royal eus anal, havmig 
received the advice and permission of the blessed Theodosius patriarch ol 
Alexandria. who had been detained ii the same roval city by way of exile 
dix) on behalf of the truth of the faith, the blessed dames with the above- 
ETT monks directed his path to the city of Alexandria, alter fully 
carrying out the ministry of the priesthood in all the countries from the rov al 
cily as far as the sea-coast of l.veaonia ; and so he entered Alexandrias cnd, 
after he had been in communication with the saintly men there, in aceordaucc 
with the mandate received from the blessed Pheodosins the patriarch. they 
assembled. and made these (wo blessed men bishops. one whose mime: wee 


Conon in the city of Tarsus of Cilicia, aud the other whose mune was Eugene 
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in the city of Seleucia of Isauria': and so he took them and eame back to 
Syria with admirable zeal. And so in accordance. with the provision of 
Ihe canons they made metropolitans, that is arehbishops*, one whose name 
wis Dimet? from the monastery of Aphtliouia * in the city of Laodicea, and 
another whose name was John from the monastery of the house of Mar Bzy 
in Seleucia in Syria”, and another from those who were instituted at Alexan- 
dria who was inentioned above, whose name was Conon, in Tarsus in 
Cilicia, and the other whose name was Eugene in Seleucia in lsauria; and 
the other bishops also in Syria as follows, John from the monastery of the 
house of Mar Bassus in Kenneshrin®, and another whose name was Sergius 
Irom the monastery of Aphthonia in Charrhae, and another whose name was 
Jolm from the monastery of the house of Mar Hanina in Sura Bomanorum. 
And, when they had set up bishops for the various cities of Syria as has 
been deseribed, afterwards they went up to the royal eity, and in our pre- 
sence (hey ordained a patriarch in Antioch, a man whose name was Sergius 


from the city of Thella, who was living in the roval eitv? and was versed 


h The interpolated life adds Antony aud Antonius: see note Iher». — 2. The distinction between 
melrepolilins and arelibishops is later, — 3. Probably a shortened forn of Demetrius (nol Domilins, 
usc ost deb Vo is nid oak 5. The monastery which dohn son of Aphthouia established ad 


Kenmeshre on the Enptiates after if had teen expelled. from Seleucia al the perseention “Zach. 
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in religious learning. And, when he had completed three vears, he depart- 


ed from the world: and after a time again they ordained a man whose name 


was Panl from Alexandria. About this man many controversies arose ' 
and continue to the present time when these things were written. And 


again in the eity of Amida they ordained as metropolitan a man whose name 
was Eunomius. who had been expelled with others among Ihe same clergy 
of Amida, in the same roval city. And for the countries of Egypt, by the 
mandate of the blessed Theodosius the patriarch, they ordained twelve 
bishops at once in the roval city itself, [or various cities of Thebais and of 
Egypt besides a large number of clergy; Inasmuch as the patriarch Theo- 
dosius would not consent to ordain priests after he hul Jett his see. And 
alterwards the blessed James and his companions went out to the countries 
of Asia for the second time, and they ordained four bishops in Asin, one ni 
Ephesus a man whose name was John the Syrian, the converter of the pagans? 
and in Smyrna a man whose name was Peler’, and another whose mame was 
John in the city of Pergamum, and another whose name was Peter in the 


city of Tralles. And after these things they crossed) to the island of Chios 
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and set up a bishop in it, a man whose name was Kashish! from the monas- 
tery of Jobn of Ephesus, both of whom were from the monastery of the 
house of Mar John at Amida. And again they went back and crossed to 
the regions of Caria, and there they set up two bishops, one whose name 
was Paul m a city the name of which is Aphrodisias*, and another whose 
name was Julian in a city the name of which is Alabanda”. These are all 
the bishops and archbishops, who are in number twenty-seven, besides two 
patriarchs whom the blessed James ordained with all the other bishops, 
besides many clergy in all the eastern and western countries. Many of all 
these were instituted in our presence, and with regard to the truth of all 
these things we give confident and truthful witness that they were done as 
above, and we have made a commemorative record of them for the knowledge 
of posterity: but of the sublime manner of life of the blessed James, and his 
courage and perfection, we have made a record in the preceding history. 
The history of two bishops the e.rcellent and divine blessed men, dames and 
Theodore, is ended. 
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Since therefore in one of the previous histories also we made mention of 
the subject of the history of the great blessed. man of God our father Kashish 
the bishop ', when he was indeed still iu the life in the body with us, we lid 
not think it right even alter his decease also to withhold the treasure full of 
spiritual riches of his great modes of life and of his honoured fabours. Fhis 
saint therefore was by birth (yop from a village called that ol Aina di 
Frakha? whieh is beyond Nirba? d Skws, and, while he was still a little 
bov, he was called by God's grace, and deft his kin (vog aud his parents, aud 
went out, and entered our holy convent ol the house of Mar John iu the city 
ol Amida and received instruction there, while we ourselves also besides were 
in the same convent at an early period of age: and we emne to the convent al 
the same time when about fifteen years old; and thenceforth we were 
trained together in labour and in the reading of the holy Seriptires TT 


brotherly fashion; insomuch that together we endureid aud supported thirty 
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years of chasing from one district lo another with all our holy fathers and 
spiritual brothers, aud the holy convents throughout the East; so that for 
such reasons we were led to the western districts on a long peregrination, 
While That saint did not cease running along the great road of righteousness, 
nor diminish the labour of his marvellous greal practices; but at last he was 
seized by the keen impulse of the excellent lile, so that in love of peregrina- 
lion and al a distance [rom acquaintances he extended his own travels to 
Ihe remote countries of Egypt and Thebais and Greece and the whole of 
Hivricum, and even as far as Rome and the other countries; insomuch that he 
changed the monastic habit iezzux) for lay attire, in order that he might not 
on account of the habit (eyau%) be venerated or honoured by any man, but 
as an ordinary poor man he went about everywhere among poor ordinary 
needy men; and consequently he suffered blows and distresses in a labo- 
rious, distressing, severe, and hawd life of peregriuation, especially in con- 
sequence of the fact that he had determined in bimsel not to receive charity 
from anyone and not to reap any enjoyinent whatever from the labour 
ol others, eseept from the work of his hands, for he used to make baskets 
amonóx) and pairs of bellows, and handsome tiaras (z2penaux'a)' of various 
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colours, which he had learned in Egypt. Thus wherever he was settled he 
worked; and he would make things not only for his own special need, but 
where he could find material for his trade he would also give the rest of his 
earnings to the strangers and the poor who were al hand. But m the other 
places where i! was impossible to carry on lis trade he was im great struts: 
so that, as he would relate, his sustenance offen came from wild herbs, 
or Trom the fruit of the trees of the desert. But. when we heard these things 
from him, we used to marvel and wonder at the fortitude and heroism of the 
strenuous worker, how great his strength was to bear trials and to endure 
these grievous aud severe mischanees. When he had completed about 
thirteen years in these conlliets (zy6v| of peregrination, and in wearisome 
travelling through the upper countries, he was coustrained by love of the 
brotherhood that was with us to embark upon a ship, and he came and 
arrived at Chios an island of the sea (rom the upper countries: and, when he 
had received the privilege of worshipping the collin of the blessed Isidore 
the great martyr, aud had remained there some days, that island pleased tun, 
and he took up his residence in it; since many believers were indeed to be 
found iu it at the time of the persecution, ou account of à hospital (Zevdogn | 
which Theodora the queen had made in i and she established monks there, 
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and many banished bishops resided in it [rom time to time), while he had 
now indeed also reached the feebleness of old age! and many diseases, for 
which reason also especially he was led to seek the rest of quietude. And 
thenceforth, while he was enjoying the quietude of the residence in that 
island. he diligently performed the labour of his practices, and he emploved 
himself in his handiwork on a large seale, inasmuch as material (swa) was to 
be Found in the date-palm leaves. from the Alexandrine ships whieh touched 
there?) While hie was performing these tasks in this way, amd working and 
labouring, he used to sell his handiwork: and retaining a small portion for 
his needs, he would spend all his earnings, and distribute them to the poor 
and the lame and the maimed and the blind and the siek, so that, when he had 
completed about live years in the island, while everyone was marvelling at 
his labour and his praetices and his abstinence and his asecticism, then many 
believers in the place asked him to be their chief and spiritual pastor: so that, 
When the blessed James, whose history has been recorded above, brought two 


other bishops with him. and crossed to the island Irom the districts of Asia, 


LJ. bas told us above that K. was abont Ihe same age as himself and thal they entered the monas- 
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who settled am CP. in 249. see Introd. p. ya this can hardly have been tater than hat ear, and 
be therefore settled in Gliies at latest in cen when he was obont t Dyakonov, p. Sb, 821. 4. lived over 
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lie seized him by force, and ordained him bishop of the believers ef the same 
island ', while he lamented and fled and refused: and he did not thus escape : 
bat, although he had been a presbyter many years before, be was then foreed 
to shave his hair which he had left in day fashion sya); so that, when this 
became known to everyone, they marvelled at him all the more. [faving 
completed a short time, he crossed to us also in the countries of Asta, and 
also laboured earnestly and zealously with ns for a considerable time in the 
work of the ministry of converting men from paganism, while much comfort 
and consolation was also bronght about for us by bis devoutness and his 
venerable old age and the laboriousness of his practices, while we also never 
again separated from one another in our oll age, just is we had not done so 
in the time of our youth: but, after we had been carrvine on the work of the 
ministry for about one year, that time we came together to the roval city, 
while the blessed man also ended the work of his ministry in the same island 
in Which he had been summoned to the bishopric. and removed to the quictide 
of the monastery which by the power of God we had erected by the holy Mar 
Mama bevoud the water? and resided there and rested, imd he enjoyed the 


quiet restfulness of the place. And, when he had in this way been carrying 


]l. See p. 50$. — 2, See p. 228. 0. 2. 
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out tlie labour of liis practices uuto a space of three years, he ended tlie course 
of his practices: ind he fell asleep and his holy body was buried and laid in 
this same monastery; ly whose prayers with those of all the saints who 
pleased the Lord may we all find grace in the day of judgment, and may the 
monastery which received his collin, with the other churches and monasteries 
whieh he erected in the mane of the Lord God of the ages’, be established to 


the glory ol the Holy Trinity unto the end. 
Phe history of the blessed Kashish bishop of the island of Chios is ended. 
NENT CHE FRETY-SKGUND. HISTORY, OF CERTAINS GREAT AND HOLY PERSONS CHIL- 
DREN OF EMINENT MEN 01 ANTIOCH. WHO DESPISED THE WORLD AND ALL THAT 
IS IN IT ANDP LIVED A HOLY GIRS IN JT IN POVERTY OF SPIRIT EN AN ASSUMED 
GARB (Gy n o). 
Holil not seem to be a right thing to withold this spiritual trallie also 


bose in Asiat see po aTa AS he was alive when eli 39 was wrillen. lie moist be presumed to have 
died qn OGG rd cedue tee CU, an Ds, 
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besides and the great abundance of massed profits which spring from many 
persons to all who are desirons of the good trafie that is eouceryed with 
their lives and rejoice in the double spiritual profits which will arise from 
the persons (mpisozov) whose marvellous lihenesses we are about. though 
obscurely to trace by means of our contemptible words, by no means stalling 
more than what we received by report and aceurately learned from God's 
bondman who saw and was in close contact with these same holy persons 
(xcécmmov) and learned. the rest from them in secret and imparted it to me 
by repetition, who was a fellow-resident with ns for eight years OH the end 
ol his life, who for seven years went out in quest of the same persons (29250 
z^») of whom he had been deprived and from whom he had been separated. 
This perfect saint therefore belonged to a distinguished family cyévez) from 
the city of Amida in Mesopolamia, wearing the habit ecyzuxi of a eleta aii 
and his name was John. This man therefore during the whole of the re~i- 
dence with us in the royal eily we always saw shedding eopious fears and 
sobbing, so that. when we questioned him closely as to the reason of these 

L From Ihis we should suppose that he did not tell the story Ilt the omd os his S years in CT pve 


from Ihe words put. in the narrator's mouth Che story app ors d ve been foll itamediatel 
after the 7 years’ perezriualions. 
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things, and especially with adjurations, he would weep bitterly, saying, 
« What have Pho say to vou? for L, unhappy man that | am. suffered a spiritual 
loss, and to-day it is now a space of seven vears that ] have been going out 
and going round Ihe peoples and Ihe countries and the cities, and I have not 
succeeded in finding t, insomuch that it was on this quest that ] eame to this 
roval city >. Wlien we questioned him as to that loss, he would tell us 
Ihe story, weeping and saying, « Lo! in the sight of God T say, my brethren, 
that E will not he to von in telling the astounding story of what } saw and 
heard in eertain perfeet persons and! from them. When I was in the city 
of Amida nine years ago*, and was constantly devoting myself to reciting 
Ihe services and to vigil in the holy church, E used lo see a young man of 
handsome appearance as in the garb (ozzgz) of a mime-actor (yivog), and 
wilh him moreover a young girl whose beauty cannot be portrayed and 
Whose appearance was comely aud marvellous accompanied him in the garb 
iynpx) of a courtezan (mva, ind they used to go about the city in. that 
assumed garb (ayapa) in order 10 deceive the spectators, lest anyone should 
pereelve and know what they were, and they used constantly to perform 


Do Mẹ ons — 2. This mast have been after the sathor left A mida (237 , and was probably nol 
mel before od) see end of eli. , 
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drolleries (ra:yvidiz) and bulfooneries, being constantly in. the courts of the 
church like strangers, jesting at the ciergymen and everyone, aud. being 
hoxed on their heads by evervone as mime-actors (pivos), While at all hours 
of the day a large number of people surrounded them, chielly on account of 
Iheir marvellous appearance, and the comeliness of their faces (zgósozov, 
joking and playing with them, and giving them slaps (x4555»;) on their heads, 
but at nights men were not able to find out and learn where they slept, so 
that many of the lroward men, having been by the appearance of the young 
woman's lace (mposezov) ardently smitten and kindled with the passion. of 
desire for her, while they also made plans to fullil their desire in the dark- 
ness of night and commit fornication with her, wearied themselves and kept 
awake and watchful and went round all the streets of the city and its comers 
(yevix) to find her, and they were not able to do so; so that many of the 
distinguished men, having been smitten with passion, and being ardently 
inflamed with desire for her, begged the governor (#yznev) of the city to 
arrest her and set her in the street, which he indeed did immediately, and 
he sent and seized her to foree her lo stand im the street, so that when the 


man dressed like a mime-aclor (vives) who was with ler saw it le wailed 
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with a loud voice, and ran erying ‘She is my wife, and T do not wish her 
to stand in the street’, But a great and distinguished devout and God- 
fearing woman whose name was Cosmo! on learning it was distressed, and 
she sent and took her from the governors (726v) men and brought her up 
to her house. And, when she also too saw lier marvellous face (w20c@xov) and 
that she was wearing the garb (742) of a courlezan (zó2va), she continued 
admonishing her, saying : ‘Wherefore, my daughter, whose person is like 
a beautiful pearl, have you fallen into the mire of formeation, and wherefore 
are you polluting and staining. your soul and impairing your beauty ?’, so 
that, when she on her part heard these things, she continued weeping and 
saying: ‘Yes, madam, pray for me that God may draw me out of the mire 
ol my sins’. 

After these things they went back to their former habits, and. that lady 
did not learn what they were. And, while much was being said about 
them » (the blessed John would say), « and no one suceceded in discovering 
or learniug the resting-place where they slept at nights, 1 myself as if by the 
grace of God discovered it by my reasonings, inasmuch as I reasoned * These 


1. Dyakonov p. 370) suggests thal this may be the sister of Thomas the hermit p. 197 ; see Introd., 
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persons who in garb (z7zvx) appear to be mime-actors (g£goz) are in actions 
spiritual persons’, and from that. time | began to observe them, and at 
evening time | posted myself behind them, keeping close opposite to them, 
while they, in order that no one should observe them and find. them out. 
continued the whole evening until the whole city was being gathered in 
going round many streets by a long course, going in by one street and 
coming out bv another, and crossing rough and dark places, so that I also 
followed after them at a short distanee, so that two or three hours of the 
night' were already past, and so, after the city had become still, they directed 
their course to the line of the wall, and mounted the wall, while I also was 
stealthily mounting after them. And, keeping myself close to a pinnacle 
of the wall, 1 stood up, and I saw that both placed themselves standing 
with their faces toward the east, and stretched out their arms to heaven 
in prayer in the form of a cross, aud after a time they fell upon their faces 
in prayer, and they stood up and again fell upon their faces in. prayer, and 
they stood up again and fell down and they went through the same form for 


1. Here again the hours seem to be rechoned from midnight, «ince the city ein hardly have been 
quiet at S or YPM: see p 209, ned, 
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along time, and afterwards they sat down to rest, and thus I on my part ran 
and fell on my face before them, adjuring them by God the All-Ruler not 
to hide from ime the truth as to what and whence they were. And they 
on their side were alarmed and very greatly annoyed, saving, ‘Man, who 
are you and what do you want? Aud why do you want to prove us here? 
And what do vou want to learn from mime-actors (wines)?’ And, because 
| recognised the trouble which their minds felt, as il they had already been 
laid bare, | gave them a great and terrible oath, * No men shall hear from my 
mouth about vou as long as vou are m this city’. Then they were a little 
appeased, requiring at my hands that I should not be seen speaking 
with them by day or honour them or greet them, and should not be 
prevented [rom slapping (zossisan them as mime-actors (wives) as they said. 
And 1 gave them this promise. Then that man begged that young woman, 
saying to her, ‘Now that this our brother has found us out, because perhaps 
the Lord wished it so, since he himself also has regard to his life together 
with his sister, for it is twenty-lour years that they have been living together, 
and he is supposed to have taken her to wife, but both have been preserved 
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in the purity and holiness of virginity co the present time, therefore speak 
with him, and be under no restraint’. But I on hearing these things was 
the more frightened and alarmed, and | knew that they were in truth great 
spiritual persons and knowers of seerets. But the blessed woman answered 
again, saying to him, * Pardon. me, my brother. The priority is yours you 
speak’. But he again enjoined her, saving, ‘Speak with him, my sister, 
without eontention, and be under no restraint’. And. so the bondmaid of 
Christ began with sighs and affliction to speak to me about the world and 
about its deceitfulness, and about all its evil things aud the destruction ol 
those who go astray in it, and again about tts end aud dissolution, and 
about the future judgment, so thal I and they spent all the hours of that 
night in sobbing tears and with the word of life spoken by the same blessed 
woman, for what proceeded from the mouth of that blessed woman was a 
matter to cause awe-struck astonishment. Afterwards they dismissed me 
to go down from that place, saving, * Depart and go down, our brother, for 
we also are going down while it is dark, lest anyone perceive or recognise 


us’. And so l begged them to allow me to go up to them by night without 
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restraint; and, having strictly cautioned me, they gave me permission. And 
so Ewent down from them, in fear and in great joy, as they too went down 
to the court of the church, and when day broke they were to be seen acting 
mimes before everyone. But on the second night | waited for the hour, and 
went np again to them, and, having cast myself upon my face, | continued 
entreating them not to conceal from me what they were, and what and of 
what nature their service was, and what their names were and how the 
names ran. They on their side say to uie, ^ Do you also give us your word 
that vou will keep truth to us to keep our matter seeret, and not cause ns 
distress and give information about us, because we like being in this city which 
isa city of Christians, and we on our part will thenceforth not hide anything 
Irom you’. And on my giving them my word as they required of me they 
said lo me: ‘Know then first that our names are Theophilus and Maria, and 
we are by our birth (yéves) from Antioch the great, children. of men of emi- 
ueuce in the eity, and we were both only children of our parents: but how 
u was that by God's help we came to adopt this garb (5725&x) hear Tor your 
edification and for God's glory, When} Theophilus the sinner was a little lad 


of about fifteen yours, I was ordered by my lather to take five horses and some 
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slaves, and go out to the village before daylight. And, when I on my side 
had risen during the night to go down to our stable (2225209) in which were 
many horses to take some and go out as I had been ordered, and when I had 
arrived at the door, | looked and saw alarming rays of light coming out from 
the chinks of the door and from the windows: and, having seen it from a 
distance and been frightened and thought that our stable (672407) was on 
fire, Į eried out. And Ð ran and looked through the chinks of the door, and 
| saw a poor man standing on the horses’ dung on which he used to sleep 
with his hands stretched out to heaven, aud rays of light proceeding from 
lis mouth and from each of his fingers, and the whole building richly lighted. 
And, having seen and marvelled, 1: then said to the slaves with me, « Do 
(voui' see that glorious hight?» And they said « We have not seen any- 
thing». And Teried to the stablemen (6722242193) to rise and open the door. 
And, when that poor man heard my voice, he threw himself upon that 
dung, and had already buried himself, sinee he was in fact naked, and was 
clad in rags only, and he had begeed the stablemen (726729195) on account 
of the severity (avzyz) of the cold of winter that he might come in and bury 


himself in the horses! dune, in order that he might warm himself ii il and 
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sleep. But, when he heard our voiee, mine and that of the slaves, and threw 
himself down and drew in his hands, then that great light was obscured, 
and darkness Tell over the whole building. And, the stablemen (¢t25)2200¢) 
having run and kindled torch-lights and opened the door, | went in and ran 
and fell at that poor man’s feet trembling and beseeching and adjuring him 
by God who made heaven and earth and all that is in them to let me know 
whence he was, and what he was, while he on his side continued repelling 
me and saying : « Sir, pardon me, for I am a miserable poor man, and on 
account of the severity (gváyxa) of the winter I had begged permission to 
come m al evening time and sleep and warm myself in this dung; and from 
a poor man of this kind what can you learn? » And when I on my side had 
thrown mysell at his feet and was adjuring him, and they were all amazed 
at me. while | swore to him « I will not rise from this place and you shall 
inform me of the truth », and when I continued to press him greatly and he 
saw that I would not leave his feet he said to me, « Dismiss your slaves and 
let them withdraw and E will speak with vou». And, when I had dismissed 


the slaves and the stableinen (esa6Xéet0s) telling them to go outside, he began 
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to say, « What, my son, did vou see in me that vou were so insistent with 
me?» And | said to him, « A vision of rays of fire proceeding from your 
mouth while you were praying ». fle on his side said to me, « It is mot 
I. my son, who am anything of this kind, but because God wishes for your 
salvation and wishes to bestow this sight upon vou it appeared to vou in 
this wav >. But, when I went on continuing to press him with terrible oaths 
that | would not give any information or disclosure to men about him while 
he lived, then he began to relate a story to me saving : « Since God wished 
to choose vou, my son. that vou may flee from the world and live a life 
without care, listen. As for me. the sinner and poor man whom von see, 
my name is Procopius, and ] am son of great and distinguished people oi 
Rome. And, when my pareuts betrothed a wife to me, and wished to hold 
a marriave-feast for me according to the worldly custom, and when the 
preparations had been made, I for mv part left. them and went on board 
ship, and hy the guidance of God T arrived in these eastern countries, having 
taken into consideration the evils of the world aud its distresses ind tempta- 
tions, and now lo! | have heen as you see me for no small number of vears. 
And now, my son, hear Irom me myself the poor man, and know what is 
ni store for vou. Lot you “are. the only child of your parents, and they 
betrothed a bride to vou who is also the only child of her parents. Kuow 
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therefore that during this year the parents of both of you will die, and both 
the properties (o%sta:) will fall into your hands; and, if you wish to live a 
religions lfe and without care and the ruin of sins whieh much real and 
personal wealth brings 1o many, dispose of all your property (oòcia) and sell 
it and give to the poor and needy, and free all your bondmen, aud give them 
presents to support and provide for them, and similarly dispose of the house 
and the property oòsiz) also of the young woman who was betrothed to you, 
since she will acquiesce m vonr desire in whatever vou say to her, and so 
take her and go ont in an assumed warb (sy7ux) and in strange countries, 
hiding the great profit of exeellence which you are earning, Test it be 


a 


-uatelied from you, that thus vou may five the spiritual life ». But Ifor my 
part promised to carry out all that he ordered, and | begged him not to 
deprive me of the sight of him, and abandon me and depart. And the holy 
blessed man of God Procopius made me a promise, saving, « This know, 
that, as long as you do not show me the appearance (z205ozov! of amy respect, 
or show that vou have any regard Dor me, and leave ime as Tam, that I may 


sleepin this dung, aud are uot constantly speaking witli me or approaching 
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marhs, but ins. under line, 


me before onlookers, vou shall see me as long as vou observe these things. 
But, if you practise any of these things toward me, you will uot see me 
again in this hfe ». And so [ used to observe times, and make obeisance 
to him in secret places or outside the city, and receive consolation [rom his 
spiritual admonition, until in the same year the parents ol both of us died, 
and we did everything as that saint ordered, even as my spiritual sister 
acquiesced in my purpose in everything, since she too received the privilege 
of the prayer and the sight and the blessing and the admonition of that saint, 
and we went out in pursuit. of the life without care and have so continued 
to the present time, while neither ol us has been besmirched by carnal inter- 
course, and this has not been revealed to anyone, and no other except vou 
knows our secret, which we think has happened lor your profit. And now 
we ourselves say to vou the words of our holy father Procopins, that, as 
long as you keep faith with us, and do not look upon us before men except 
in the guise (27zpx) of mime-actors (pzpoz, under which we are concealing 
our traflic, lo! we shall be in this city and you shall see us, but, if vou show 


any other behaviour toward us, know that vou have heen deprived of the 
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sight of us in the body’, which indeed happened ». 1n this way therefore 
the blessed John was repeating all these things in our presence with terrible 
oaths by God without addition and without diminution, while he wept with 
sobs and said : « After | had been delighting myself in the conversation of 
the saints for the period of about one year, and they had been great in my 
eves as angels of God, and I had not dared to make use of insult toward 
them as they desired, they left me and departed from the city of Amida, and 
| never again discovered where they went, and it is to-day seven years that 
| have been going out seeking them, and have not again been able even to 
hear news of them». We ourselves therefore from the descriptions of them 
and the time of their disappearance which he repeated before us, when we 
directed our steps to the desert of Egypt', gained the privilege of seeing 
them, and of passing a night with them ? outside the city of Thella*, and we 


enjoyed their holy conversation, while that young woman also said to us 


l. He seems to mean that he saw them hefore the above story was told him and from it identified 
them, His last visit to Egypt was in 551 (introd., p. v, whieh would make the event fall white he was 
-HIE in Amida, if he had already beard the narralive given 9 yrs. a'terwards p. 512). Moreover 
Ihe ref. lo the lime seems to imply that he saw them soon afler they left Amida, 2 Wl this is true, 
itis strange Chat he tells their story secondhand, and 1 suspect that the statement is made in order 
that he may nob appear to depart from the rule of nol retating lives of persons not personally known 
lo him, though he mas well have seen a couple whom he supposed to be the heroes of the story. — 


3. Gonsdantiui. 
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three times, « Fear not lor the Lord is with vou wherever vou go », and 


thus we departed [rom one another. 


(The history of certain great and holy persons children of eminent men of 


Antioch, who despised the world and all that is in it aud lived a holy life in it i 


poverty of spirit in an assumed garb (552), (s finished, 


NEXT THE FIFTY-THIRD HISTORY, OF THE DEVINE BLESSED MAN Piscis, ! 


we came to the conclusion that this was rather (4323s) one of those poor in 

spirit to whom a blessing is given by our Lord?, and he eondueted. himself in 

this wav in spiritual knowledge in order to attain to excellence, Then, 
| 


having learned that he did not beg for anything from anyone, we sent him a 


1. The beginning is lost. — 2. Matth., v, 3. 
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present of one tremissis by a certain gentleman who was occupied with usin 
God's service, that it might assist him to supply bis needs, and in order that 
we might thereby discover the object that he had before him. But this man 
who was in very truth poor in spirit on seeing the tremissis began to run 
away at a rapid pace, since he was in fact not advanced in years; and the man 
who brought the tremissis to him began Io run after him, adjuring him to 
stop. But the blessed. man, having put a distance between himself and 
many (2)', stopped on account of the adjurations, saving to him, « Wherefore, 
man, are vou worrying yourself and worrying me the poor man? » He satd to 
him, « The abbot (466a3) sent you this present because he heard that you were 
m nerd, Take it and supply vour need ». That man said « For my part | 
do not need this. But say te the abbot (22622), Run that vou may attain’. M 
vou have one follis, I will take it ». Then, having seen that he had run away 
from the tremissis, he gave him ten folles; and he on his side stretched ont 
his band and took one follis, and ran away. And so that man came, and 
related all these things to us. Then we were assured that that poor man was 
a spiritual person, and a bondman of God, and was poor of his own will Tor 
the sake of eternal life. Alter these things in the time of the winter-cold, 


l. Lean make nothing else of this. We require ‘pula greal distance. between himself and his 
pursuer’. It is probably a phrase tor * run. very fash’. V. D. and L. have ‘procul’ for the whole 


clause. Loses o Exe. 
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l. Wrillen again and erased. 


having seen that he was uncovered and sore bested, we bought him a tunic 
and a cloak, and sent them by that man, begging him to put them on and 
warm himself during the winter. But he on seeing them turned his face 
away, and showed displeasure against him. saying, < Go yonr way, man, 
wherefore do vou worry me the poor man! » The man who was sent by us 
answered him, « The abbot (2222:) out of charity and beeause of the hardness 
of the winter bought them and sent them to you ». [le on his side says to 
him : « Go say to the abbot (2662:), Send things that last, and do not try to 
concern yourself about stripping naked lest vou be stripped naked! ». And 
so he would not consent to accept them. And from that time the man who 
was with us began to mark times and observe him, because he too was an 
earnest and zealous man, and by his birth (yévoz) a Cappadocian, Aud one 
day, as was that poor man's custom, he weut seeretly outside the city to some 


enclosed garden-land hidden by trees and reeds to prav; insomuch that 


that gentleman observed him, and secretly went oul after him, standing 


facing him; and he saw him standing in prayer with his hands stretched out 
to heaven, and suddenly an awe-inspiring spectacfe that was laid upon his 


face (marora and Mashed like lightning, and rays of tire were proceeding 


i. The meaning perh. is thal whoever wears earthb clothes will eventually b: Tell naked throuel 
their wearing out. V, D. aud Ls *eurave nudatum’ is nol iu the Syr. 
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from his face (xodewrov), and an awful bow of fire that was stretched out above 
him while he stood within it, anda great light surrounded him. And, when 
that man saw this awful spectacle on that poor man as he was praying, he was 
frightened, and fell on his face on the ground. And after a little time he rose 
and fled and came to us at a great pace, shaking and trembling and weeping; 
insomuch that we ourselves were alarmed at the sight of him, and were brought 
to a state of sudden fright, inquiring what was the cause of his agitation and 
fright. And he swore to us by God the Ruler of all the ages, « 1 saw all this 
spectacle on that poor man, without falsehood or any exaggeration; and my 
heart quaked, and my limbs shook, and | fled, leaving him standing thus i 
that awful splendour, and 1 fled', so that I never again had the power and 
the boldness to lift my eyes toward him. » And during the whole of the 
day he was in a condition of stupor and tremor and perturbation from that 
awful spectacle ; but at night he went and found him in the place where he 
used to sleep, and he fell at his feet, weeping and trembhne trom his fear. 
jut the blessed man knew the cause of his fear, and said to him: « Where- 
fore, man, did you come oul after my poverty, to inquire into things which do 


not concern you? ».. And, adjuring him by the living God, he continued 
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l. In erasure 


beseeching hin to inform him what he was. Aud he also required oaths from 
Him that he would not make any diselosure or give aay imndorinaltou lo men 
about him. And he on his side said è. Only Trom the abbot 76640: | eannol 
conceal it; buat te others T will ive no tiformation whatever, Then he 
answered hini, adjuring him aud saving : c Do nob omake demands or 
Inquiries of me about many things: it is enough Tor von to knew that bana 
stranger and à poor man, and for the sake of the hope of ins. eternal fife Faun 
endring labours and bulfetings in strange kinds. and inthis poverty in whieh 
vou now see me; and not T only, but we are seven brethren who are scored ly 
labouring in this fashion. and onee inthe whole week we meet together in one 
place. and receive cousolation in one anothers company, and comfort aud 
edification: and thus each of us returns to his phe amd to his employment. 
| have given vou the information; see thal vou do not rake vourself the cause 
alter moving from this eity. m whiehl 1 have mucli peacefulness. and especi 
ally the fact that Eam reekoned a madman by them. and there ts no one who 
speaks with me or who worries me. Vid beg the abbot 726%: that. thonsh 
these things are huown to him, he will leave me as bran. and uot show anv ltl 
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things to me, I sent and begged him, if possible, to come to us secretly at sup- 
pertime, and eat with us', and he would not consent, sending me a message 
that we should attend to things that are helpful and lasting. One night I was 
suddenly attacked by the disease of fever; and in the morning, when the man 
who was with me who used to go to that poor man saw hin’, as he swore 
with fearful oaths by God, « Before | on my side spoke to him, he first said 
tome: ‘Theabbot (266522) was attacked by fever during the night. Go say 
to him, « Wherefore did you eat dry food and drink a vinegar-posset (zexz)* 
with cold water? »'.. Aud, when lon iny side said to him, * Sir, who showed 
vou this", he said to me ‘My heart showed me that he did so, and in conse- 
quence of the vinegar and the cold water he fell il »; so that, when that 
man came, and informed me of these things, E was struck with great astonish- 
ment and wonder, and | gave thanks to God who dwells in his saints. With 
regard to many other characteristic things which that man used to relate that 
he saw in that poor man, and moreover that one of his companions came 
to him and saw him with him, aud he hunsell refused to speak to him, in 
consequence of the large number of these we lave on account of the length 


L As this was nol later than 542 (see below), J. was probably living in the house of Probus (see 


Introd., p. vi). 2. The sentence is lefl unfinished, and the sense completed in another form. — 
3. This word posea) is not known in Gh., butthe Syr. implies a Gh. form. 
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of the history refrained from speaking. But, wheu we had departed to another 
place, that samt ended his course in the same city aud was buried; and, 
when we came aud heard of it, we were much distressed at having been 
deprived ol his society, even at second-hand. Aud we made great endeavours 
to discover the coflin which held his holy remains; and in consequence of the 
great pestilence which had occurred’ and the numbers that were laid above 
him we could not do so. These things we have recorded for the glory of 
God who strengthens and helps all that trust in him. 


The history of the divine blessed man Priscus is ended. 


NEXT TUE FIFTY-FOURTII HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED CAESARIA THE PATRICIAN Ë, 


WHO BEGAN AND TUROUGHN GOD'S NELP ENDED IIEROICALLY AND EXCELLENTLY. 


The history therefore of this woman also, great before God and before 
men, was oue that could not but excite great admiration, a woman who from 


a great roval race? brought herself down to humiliation undertaken for 


1. 542. — 2. To whom a large proporlion of the extant letters of Severus is addressed. — 3. A nalive 
of Samosata can hardly have come of an imperial family; bul hec husband may have been of imperial 
descent. 
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the sake of God and the promised life and! to a mean position, and betook 
hersell to the habit (¢y4u%) of the solitary and monastic life and sought refuge 
miU. In admiration therefore and confessing that we are not capable of 
compassing the beauties of the history of this blessed woman. we set 
ourselves for the sake of God's glory and the profit of the hearers to record 
as it were à small measure taken from the sea of spiritual riches, addressed 
to those who love matters of spiritual profit, This divine blessed) woman 
therefore, who was called by name Caesaria, and by her birth (yévoz) vame 


originally from the city of Samosata” 


to do, when we cune to ler the in city of Alexandria’; so that when she saw 
us she was filled with great joy, and received great. consolation. But we 
found her engaged in severe labours of recitation of service and of quietude 
aud intense supplication, and constant pravers and frequent genuflexions and 


iseetieisin beyond ineasure, and especially in the vase of a woman like this 


I, Ms. om. — 2, When Sev., Nelecl Leffers; N, 7, was wrillen, C. wished to leave her husband and 
live in asectie hie, but S. dissuaded hei. Either Therefore he was unsuccessful. or her hüsband 
alterwards died. 3. A deal or two leaves lost, see Trdrod., p. vite 4. Hardlys on his U' visit in 535, 
as Dyakonov (p. 47) supposes, but on his 27 iu dA. I8 € had adopted the ascelic life in Sey.'s Bielie, 


one would have expected botit some mention ot il in his lelters.. ee ulso p. 038. n. 2. aud. p. 255, 11. 1l. 
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who had been reared in endless luxuries, and had grown accustomed to roval 
habits. who suddenly eame to be cut off from all these things, and subjected 
herself to asceticism beyond measure, so that she completely eut herself otf 
from eating bread, and every other day she would feed on cooked herbs with 
salt and vinegar without oil and moist rolls, and she nsed to sleep on sach- 
cloth on the ground, but on the sabbath and the tirst day of the week under 
pressure [rom the bishops and many blessed men she consented that a little 
oil should be put on the herbs for her: so that, having found her living im all 
this asceticism and hardship, we continued bhkuning her and advising her to 
give up high things and embrace moderate things, lest. being auable to 
endure she might either lose her strength or fall into severe illness aud be 
forced from necessity (Zvzyzz) to give it all up. But the blessed woman, when 
she heard us speak of illnesses, continued praying aud saytug :« Would that 
God had granted me bodily illnesses all the days of my lie; in order that | 
might possess health of soul only. » Moreover, since she thirsted after the 
spirinal gain of the exeellent life; though she was wise and learned in the 


reading of the Seriptires aud of all the fathers. it pleased her ereath to ash 
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and inquire! about the passions of the soul aud of the body aud about thoughts, 
so that after spiritual conversation all day we spent many nights in this way 
in discussion and helpful speech, while the blessed woman condescended 
to make confession and sav. « I have here more than seven hundred volumes 
in number of all the fathers, to which my intellect and my attention have 
been devoted for many years, insomuch that now my mind has no rest and 
my soul also is stirred with passion night and day to hear from you the word 
of God, and about discernment of passions and observance of commandments, 
and about the other spiritual things. » One day, while we were sitting 
occupied in speech and divine conversation, suddenly that blessed woman fell 
on her face ou the ground before ine, filling me with amazement and alarm 
by suddenly doing tins, while I said to her, « Wherefore have you done this, 
and laid a weight upon me the mean one? be so good as to rise and tell me 
what it is that you command ». But she would not consent to rise, saying, 
« Twill not rise hence unless you give me your word before God that you will 
agree to my request aud do what I require of you. » And, being troubled 


in iny mind because she was lying on her face, | said to her: « Be so good 


|; See p. 39. qn. 2. 
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as to rise, and what you command, if it is within my power and capacity, 
I will do. » And so she reluctantly rose; and she began to request me, 
saying : « Now that I have left my house and my property and come out to 
settle down in retreat and weep for my sins, and here my soul is in the same 
turmoil, | make this entreaty of you, to save my soul, and go privily to the 
inner desert and search out for us a place in which there is a well of water, 
and come and take me secretly with one chamber-woman and one chamber- 
lain only that we may settle down in retreat, and be quit of the evil things of 
this world, and ofall its turmoil, for | thought to escape from it but have not 
vet succeeded. » When therefore we heard that she intended to do these 
things, we would not promise to agree to her request, and to be ourselves the 
ministers of these plans, because we saw that they were unnecessary, and 
they were beyond her capacity and strength and condition; and, besides many 
arguments that we arrayed before her on these matters, we were afraid lest 
this ardour and the plans came from the evil one, while we further explained 
and showed her that these plans if put into effect by her would even bring 
danger (ztvduves) upon her, the danger of the destruetion involved In the 


scattering ol all the souls that had gone out with her. ‘Then in distress and 
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tears she said.» Tt ts from these very persons above all that | seek to flee. » 
Vnd we contiuned odmonishing her very strongly in order to suppress her 
thoughts, saving. Know that vou are an old and teebte woman, and your 
nature is not strong enough to hold out august these thonghts of yours and 
endure and stragele: for neither indeed has the assault of temptations vet 
fallen upon vou, and vou have not been tried by! the cumming of the fiends : 
and therefore we advise you to give up these plis, being satistied with having 
left vonr country and vonr house and gone out into a strange land lo dwell 
m the monastery Chat vou. have Taulk oo With great labour therefore we 
-ucceeded in restrainmg her ardour from going out into the inner desert, while 
she showed vexation and annoyance toward us because we did not vield to her 
in this matter, And so. when she had built and completed the monasteries 
in a grand and admirable style, and had bought a large gold-mine (yevsmsu- 
yeu” for them’, she made one monastery for men, and one for women, in 
whieh she herself also thenceforth perlormed severe and sublime labours, for 
Geen vears, Uhough she declined the headship af the same monastery, hil 
sent do another monastery, and took thence a certain blessed woman greal in 
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her modes of lile whose name was Cosmin. and her she appointed arebinian- 
dritess, she herself submitting to her like an insignificant aud poor sister. 
And so she continned to labour till the end of her life; which happened alter 
fifteen years!. And so she completed the course of her practices heroteally, 
hearing greal testimony and nudergoing mighty conthets (zy6v. 

And she died and was laid in this monastery. whieh even to the presen 
day is called the monastery of Caesaria the patrreran. These few memorials 
taken from the blessed woman's labour and practices we have recorded for 


the glory of God and the prolit ol those who are desirous of spiritual profit. 
SUL | 

The history of the blessed Caesaria the patrician is ended, 
NEAT tie PiS- ris EI TIS ORY, OE XX EXCELEENT- WAMAN AND 0b HER TST, 
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the world, whose name was Jolin‘, after they bad lived together thirty 
years, and as is said lived all these years in purity, never holding carnal 
intercourse with one another, but living im devoutness and honour and 
holiness, oceupving themselves in fasting and prayer, and wenullexion and 
recitation of service and watching by night, while hair-mats were laid down 
for them each apart. and in this way they passed the whole length of the 
nivht-hours, kneeling and lying on their faces, and weeping in praver and 


mighty erving to God, without this becoming known to many. When then 


T 
this excellent John departed from the world, bearing this great testimony, 
and moreover Caesaria the patrician also as well whom we mentioned above 
had gone out to the desert, i. e. first to Alexandria ^, this excellent blessed 
woman Sasiana therefore laded three of her slaves with all her husband's 
splendid clothes, great cloaks (yiawidix) of pure silk (62952:25v) and. valuable 


raw silk garments (uétaža), with l'eolours and pictures (mwcosge)*. and 


1. The sentence is left unlinislied, and the sense completed in another form. -- Z2. This is nol 
inconsistent with ch. bi. €. did not go lo live a hermit life in the inner desert, but left Alexandria 
and lived in her convent in. the desert. Sinee S. sent the things for the churches and inonasleries 

P1 


founded by J., i. e, during his mission to Asia (eh. ^7, whieh did not begin till 542 see Introd., p. v). 
G8 honsehold was appy. broken up not long before that lime; see p. 2532, n. 4. 3. so I read with 
two slight emendations, V. D, and L. connect the words with yów and pectus and render * zeunalibus 
eb pecloralibus’. but neither word is known in Greek, and the context requires that the words should 
refer to The value of the garments, not their use or shape. The *pictures? would be not. pieture- 
proper, but embroidery; ef) Virg, fea , 1. ^8 ^ pieturalas auri sublegmine vestes, See p. 550, d. D. 


The word ziz:626a however is not known in Greek, 
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the other clothes of high price, and sent them to our meanness’, adjuring 
and beseeching us, « Let all these be cut into such sizes as vou think fit, 
sir, and let handsome crosses and corners (yovix) be put upon them, and 
let them be made into cloths and veils, and distributed amone the holy 
altars as you shall decide, because I made this vow to the Lord God. » 
We then on seeing these things marvelled greatly, thinking in ourselves, 
« The thing would not be right that we should cut up articles of clothing 
each of whieh is well worth more than a pound (iz2x) of gold ?, but rather 
(uxaov) that these should be sold for a great price, and given to the 
poor? ». And so with this thought in our mind we went to the excellent 
woman herself, in order to give her this advice. But the excellent woman 
fell upon her face, saying, « Sir, since | made this vow before God, that 
all the tine clothes belonging to myself and to my husband whose soul 
is at rest should be made into cloths and veils, and crosses and gilded 
corners (eviz) should be put upon them, and they should be distributed 
among the holy altars of God, together with all the silver whieh God 
gave us, for the sake of the love of God whom I have loved be my helper, 

l. Tt is clear from this that $. was living in CP., and we may therefore inter that €. lived there 


also, and that Severus made her acquaintance during his residence there in 508-11. — 2. Cire. 8 44 
= fr. 1135, — 3, Malth,, xxvi, 9. 
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and perform this serviee for me also as well, because this also as well 
is of God: and divide these among all the churches and monasteries 
whieh God established through vou! , or wherever God puts it into your 
mind; and from the poor, as far as in me lies, | trust in God that nothing 
will be taken away by me; since for my part l have no one except God 
my Lord and my Creator and my Saviour and my Life-giver ». And 
from that time stileliers were summoned and came; and cloths and veils and 
napkins (uavddin)* were cut out according to the size of each article of elo- 
thing; and men came who were occupied in gilding and decorating them in 
a marvellous manner, and inscribing lier own name and ber husband's, white 
she also continued to bring clean and marvellous linen. cloths and Perstan 
cumbries, and they were all overlaid *. And, when all her husband's clothes 
had been eut up, she went on to bring her own fine clothes in no small 


> 


"ures made 


number, and the woven gold also was upon them, and fine tig 


of various silks and raw silks (pitazz), and pure silk (6206z219v, and so on. 
And, while we were again thinking, « Perhaps tt would have pleased God 
iore that they should be sold and given to the poor », and were saying so to 
her and she on lier part was insisting on cutting them up, we were frightened 


hy our Lord's expression in the gospel (süx y yan) about the fine ointment of 


JY. During his inissionary expeditions iu Asia Minor; see eh. 47. 22]. allareeloths. veds for 


fhe Saered vessels, and puriticaters, — 3. Be. weth guld. 
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1. Ms, Salo. — ». Ms. a2 ol lo 


great. price which the woman poured on his head, when also the advice 
and desire of Judas the traitor which he. proferred contrary to what was 
right and proper was blamed ', and we ceased advising that woman so and 
standing in the way of her wish. And, when all her valuable clothes had 
heen used up, until she was left. with the cheap ordinary clothes that she 
was wearing only, when we were finding fintt with her in this matter, thet 
she might leave herself what she needed, vet we did no good whatever. 
sinee she said, « Do not pity me in this matter, xir, since ] have not a single 
day in the life of the body bevond this vear; and, W T spare these; y benee 
do 1 know if courtezuns (z5g:) will wear them, and T on mv. part shall be 
called to account for them ?? » And on hearing this declaration, which she 
plainly made in advance about the end of her lile; we said : « IF this has been 
revealed to vou, vou do rightly in sending all that von have in advance 

When all her preetons articles of clothiug lad been used up, and we had 
begun out of the multitude of them to distribute to the east and to the west 
everything that came to hand, then she bronght her silver whieh amounted 
to many pounds (ersz, and it was given up and chaliees and patens were 


made, aud many dishes izivzzz and spoons, and they were distributed by 
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us everywhere, as God. knows, while she also with her own hands distri- 
buted all the rest of the contents of her house to all who were in need, while 
the blessed woman rejoiced and gave thanks to God. But we on our side 
were noting the time which she fixed beforehand with regard to her end, 
to see if it was uear as she had stated. And, when the end of that year 
approached, five days before, she fell into an illness ; and she sent and ealled 
us, begging us to set forth meense, and make expiation for her, saying, 
« Sir, pray for me, for the sinner; for lo! after five days ] am going to our 
Lord, to make answer (azohoyta) for my sins. But for God's sake remember 
me the wretched one in your acceptable prayers to God ». And thus while 
we were constantly with her on the fifth day as fixed by what she had said 
she fell asleep in peace, while everyone was overcome with astonishment; 
and they thanked and praised God, and ran to receive a blessing. from her 
holv body. 


The history of some excellent persons, John and Sosiana, ts ended, 
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NENT THE FIFTY-SIXTH HISTORY, OF THE BLESSED PETER, WHO HIMSELF. ALSO 
WAS CHANCELLOR AND PuoTims TIE CHARTULARY WITTE THE REST OF Hs 


COMPANIONS, FROM THE SAME HOUSEHOLD '. 


The history of the excellent blessed men Peter and Photius also besides 
is therefore worthy of being committed to written records; men who were 
themselves the first, even before the blessed patrician Caesaria herself, to 
prepare the way for that household, in that both of them together were 
thought worthy to despise the world, and treat all its affairs with contempt, 
and go out and go to the desert. And, in order that they might first be 
instructed and taught in a convent and in the subjection of monasticism, They 
entered a great and renowned convent in the Ennaton? of Alexandria which 
is called that of the Fathers and were received in it, giving themselves to 
humility and submission aud poverty and obedience, and sorrow and fasting 
and prayer, and watching and manual work, men who had been accustoned 
to a high and luxurious life, who suddenly came to abstinence and the other 
labours, so much so that all the inmates of that convent great aud small used 


to marvel at them, and were astonished at their type of life and sorrow and 


|. Se. thal of Caesaria. — 2. See p. 325, 384, 
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tears, and their liimility and obedience: so that at the time when we came 
to Alexandria! we went to that convent to see them for the sake of the bles- 
sed meu themselves, inasmuch as we were acquainted with them, and 
moreover ou aceount of the report of their manner of life; when they felt great 
joy. and. would discuss with us fights against thoughts and the other works 
of excellence. When then they had completed about eighteen years in that 
monastery in spiritual practices, the blessed Peter had? à brother and a sister 
wearing the lay garb zx). as Uey too were living a great life in practices 
of excellence, so that they and their slaves used to learn the psalms, and kepl 
hours of pravers and service as in a monastery of recluses, while they also 
directed their steps to the civ of Smyrna for the sake of the quietude of a 
strange land, and there thenceforth they lived a religious, devout, pure life, 
so that all that city used to marvel at them and at their practices. They 
therefore used to write and worry the blessed Peter to come and visit them 
and encourage them, and let them be consoled and comforted by one another, 


whieh the blessed man was also constrained to do, not for the sake of bodily 


I. This musl have been on his 27 visit lo Ezspt (fli, for he had known them hetore, whieh mnst 
have been in Gl (p. 3 n. da, where he had never been Ul after his visit lo Egypt m oat Farther, 
sinee His were dn Gb. in 2i» and left it before Caesaris; his visit 10 Caesaria in Egspl inis alse bave 
hrs db el emm pe eS sos Vee Sane Cal peste. d 
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relationship, but because he knew that thev were spiritual persons in manner 
ol life. But, when he had come and seen them and comlorted them, he 
set his face to return to his monastery, and they would not let him, weeping 
and adjuring him by the living God not to leave them; and thus he was 
constrained to stay. And, when he had completed five years with them, 
he was raised by force to the bishopric’; and, when he had completed four 
years, he departed from the world with his other brother, having lived a 
spiritual and divine life. But their sister the holy old woman remained in the 
bodily life a long time, down to the writing of this history, having further 
multiplied her spiritual practices many times. 


The history of the blessed Peter the chancellor and Photius the chartularg 


is ended. 


|. Of Smyrna fp. 503). Since he was ordained with the author, the date was not earlier than 555 
p.>08.n. l, and Introd., p. v), and therefore, ifthe figures are correct, lie left CP. not later than 535, bul 
as J. saw him in CP. in 535 (p. 5*5. n. 1. it was nol earlier than that year, so that his ordination and 
J.> are fixed to 558. 
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l. Ms. 92360000; see below. — 2. Ms. ins. bo — 3. Ins. in marg. in anolher hand, but from p. 547 
il is clear Hal Ihe words are original. 


* 4 
NEXT THE FIFTY-SEVENTH HISTORY, OF TIE BLESSED THEODORE THE KINGS 
CHAMBERLAIN AND castrensis, WHO, WHILE HE WAS IN TRE BODY, PRACTISED 


A HEAVENLY AND DIVINE MODE OF LIFE, 


This blessed Theodore therefore held a high ollice in the royal palace 
(xwv), having previously been in the service of a great man before God 
(and he was great among men also) whose name was Mishael', who also 
was further the king's praepositus”, a Christian and merciful and aseetic 
man, and was moreover perfect iu all spiritual things, insomuch that he 
underwent exile (2ogiz) lor the sake of the truth of the right faith, that le 
might not communicate with the synod of Chaleedon, insomuch that he spent 
a considerable number of years in the exile (zzoz:x), and so was at last invited, 
and came in, and was restored to his place, and completed his time’, and 
retired, haviug lived many years in all religious habits, while like an ordinary 


l. Tor these words see lexi, n. 3. For M. see Sev, Select Letters, 1, 127 XI, 1; CS. C Oa 
L XXV 41, p. 15; Jo. Mal., Ere. de Ins. (ed. De Boor), 92. He may be the deacon of Sel. Letters. 


1, 63: Ht, 3; bul, if so, one would expect J. lo say that he took orders in his old age. If he is the 
M. of Jo. Anl., Ecc. de Ins. (ed. De Boor, 43, he musl have lived to most extreme old age. — 2. Se. 


sacri cubiculi. — 3. See p. 547, l, 16. 
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l. Ins. later in same hand. 


man he used to work and labour with his hands at carpentering and building 
aud carving, and sell and give to the poor, besides all the rest of his wealth, 
while he lived an ordinary and poor lile, down to extreme old age, and thus 
departed Irom the world bearing great and noble testimony. This man then 
the blessed Theodore imitated with another brother of his whose name was 
Jolin, so that they were both chamberlains of the king, while living in fas- 
tine and constant pravers, and sorrow and tears and works of charity, both 
during the life of the blessed Mishael and also alter his death [or many years. 
And, because the blessed man was feeble and sickly of body, and the more 
so from walehing and fasting and abstinence, he asked king Justinian, who 
was also edified by him and loved him and in whose eves he was honoured, 
that he might retire as castrensis', in order that he might escape aud retire 
from the turmoil of the palace zanimo), and settle down in quietude, and 
devote himself to the practice of religion only; insomuch that the king assen- 
ted to his request and carried ont his desire, and ordered him to retire as 
castrensis, because he? serves two vears only ?, many olliees being subordinate 

1. This is a diflienlt. phrase, which [understand as above. Apps. he wished to resign the chan 
berlainship and become castrensis, beeanse he could then relire altogether after 2 years see n.i. 


The castrensis was a hind of purveyor lo the court, originally the quarteraiister of à eap Pauls 


Wissowal ~. v.. 3. Re. the castrensis. 3$. la Cod. Just. NH. yxy. pr. this provision is laid 
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1. Ms, woaps.3;9. 


to him’, and large profits coming in to him, and in two years like the prae: 
positus he retires, and like him expends? much wealth. The illustrious bles- 
sed man therefore retired, and completed two years; and he was released 
and retired with much gold aud great wealth. And then he began eagerly 
and joyfully to seatter that gold, and to sow all his wealth in good soils which 
are the hands and bellies of the poor, since he would theneeforth load two 
of his F'eontidential servants? during the night, and himself put on a eape and 
cover his head, and would go out and distribute it all night with his own 
hands, not trusting any man, giving the poor not two or three daries only, 
but sometimes even ten, and sometimes eight, and six and seven, while 
consequently the poor of the city were not enough for him, but he used also 
to go out to the suburbs beyond the sea on all sides, crossing aud scattering 
his wealth profusely and without stint; so that in the space of one year he 
scattered more than fifteen or twenty hundredweights (xevzovxovov) ', until. he 
had used up all the gold. And his slaves and all who were attached to him 


down wilh regard to the chief casfrensiani, but it is hard lo see how il can have applied to the 


castrensis himself, still more lo the praepositus, a high officer of state. 


|. Sc. the castrensiani. — 2. ] cannot render S3% in. this context otherwise. Appy. the meaning 
is that large sams pass through his hands. V.D. and L.'s translation. of all this passage bears 
no relation to the Syr. — 3. The word usually moans ‘eunuchs’. — ^. 20 xevtnyápia would be about 


X 90,000 — fr, 2,269,800, an almost incredible snu, 
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1. Erasure after 1. — 2. Ms. om. — 3. Ms. «est. 


began to murmur and find fault with him, so that they received us and many 
others with many complaints against him, inasmuch as we had been habi- 
tually in his company from the beginning: so that, when we saw that his 
soul was thus intoxicated with the fervour of divine love, and no wortdly 
property was regarded by him, and while we and everyone were wondering 
ab the disposition and zeal of the man of God, we used to say to him 
« It is written ‘First teach them to show charity among those of their 
household’'. Beware lest hy feeding a large number of people you strip 
these quite bare and dissipate it on others ». But the blessed man would say, 
« This is our boast before God, that V and they may be thought worthy to 
receive the command (vrezi)? and then die. These do not know the thing 
that is helpful. We trust that what is given away will be preserved in the 
heavenly storehouse in the treasury of God, ‘where thieves do not break 
through nor steal’*. For who then (#2) ean guarantee me life till the evening? 
And, if it has happened that the end overtake me and this which has been com- 


mitted to me remain after me, who will tell me into whose hands tt will come? 


1.1 Tim., v, 8 (2. — 2. Cf. p. 75. L ult. 864 is perh. an emph. form uf Mel. Cf. pasl cp. 285, 
lL 4, and p. 620). — 3. Matth., vi, 20. 
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l. l'arlly erased. 


and perhaps those who find it will spend it on harlots, and I shall be called 
to answer for it'. And if, sir, you advise me so, E will now do your 
bidding ». Then he treed his slaves, and gave gifts to them, and to the 
Ircebori who were attached to him, saving, « See, be no longer grudging, 
and do nol murmur »; so that, seeing the man's disposition and zeal, we 
abstained from going on to address further words to himi on these matters. 

Alter therefore he had used up all his gold, he often threw a hundred- 
weight (xevzavzetov)? upon us also? that we might take it and distribute it 
with hun: so that, when we refused to take it, m the fervour of his love he 
would send it to the regions of Asia and throw it upon us perloree. And 
henceforth he began to sell his silver and his valuable clothes, and give to 
the poor, with such thoroughness and liberality that eventually nothing was 
left for hini except a Tew necessaries, And thenceforth he began to live 
sparingly and those with him, though they were still murmuring against him 
wud finding fault with him. But he said to them several times, « You do not 


think the things of God but those of men’, and you concern yourselves about 


oho p 28a. 02: pi 55d, |. 00, — 2. cire, g 4500 = Tr, 113.490, — 3. Au obvious contradiction, 
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i. Corr. from E — 2. In erasure. 


your belly and your purses; and you do not know that we gave away the whole 
of what was given us by God that he may give us many times as much, and 
we may not be called to account for it through administering it badly. » 
But, after he had come to want, and was rejoicing and delighting himself, 
king Justinian heard of it, and he sent and called for him, and continued 
upbraiding him for having thus suddenly dissipated his property completely ; 
and he gave him a bounty of a thousand daries every year. But the exccilent 
man out of the very bounty itself used to perform acts of bounty, while he 
rejoiced and exulted that he lad been thought worthy to receive bounty. 
And so thenceforward he lived in a villa called Sema (©), where Mishael 
whose soul is al rest was laid, being constantly occupied in fasting and 
prayer, and much watching, and living a life devoted to all religious habits, 
and he would not consent to recline upon a couch (zo rov) like a great man, 
and eat, but used to sit like a poor man, while we and many others were 
reclining, and begging him todo the same, and he would not comply, saying, 
« It is preseribed for us to enter by the narrow gate, and that we should 
not walk in the way that is broad that leads to destruction’! ». And thus this 
man of God began and ended in this brave conflict (zyóv), while he had now 
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become dried and shrivelled from the labours of asceticism, and the whio'e 
of his body had become like dry wood. And thus he ended his life in that 
same villa, and was iaid above the blessed Mishael. But his brother John. 
who also imitated his mode of life, lived a long time after him; and he also 


ended lis eourse in the practices of religion. 


The history of the blessed Theodore the king’s chamberlain and castrensis 


is ended, 


NEXT THE FIFTY-EIGHTI HISTORY, CONCERNING THE ORIGINAL FOUNDATION OF THE 
HOLY CONVENT OF THE HOUSE OF Man Jon aT Amis, AND WHO WERE ITS 
NEADS AND FOUNDERS FROM THE BEGINNING, $f. E, FROM THE YEAR SEVEN 
HUNDRED OF ALEXANDER, AND DOWN TO THE YEAR EIGHT HUNDRED AND 


SEVENTY-EIGHT OF TILE SAME.. 


It dil not therefore seem to us to be just and a fitting thing that we should 
withold the good deposit whieh was committed to ns by old men our holy 
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fathers concerning the original foundation of this our holy convent of the 
house of Mar Jolin at Amida, and concerning the great old men who were 
the founders and builders of it from the beginning; but it seemed to us to 
be right aud very proper that through this our narrative we should hand 
down and transmit to the rest of its inmates the history concerning it even 
as we received and truly and accurately learned it, as we received and 
learned through tradition from three seniors advanced in years, who were 
inmates of it from the time of its great earlier prosperity, that is especially 


from the great sentor Mar Samuel arelipresby ter of this same convent, who 


had been an inmate of it fora long time, who himself also as well received it 


from aneient seniors ol protracted life who were before him, who were inmates 


in it from its earliest foundation. But this blessed Samuel lived even in our 


times, and down to the year eight hundred and fifty of Alexander': and he 
gained distinction also in the conflict (z6v) of persecution ; and he fell asleep 
and finished the course of his great and divine practices in the second exile 
(eocéa) itself in the district of Claudias, in the monastery called that of the 
Huts, while the whole convent also dwelt in it for about twelve vears?, aud 
built it and set it up and made plantations there, As then we received aud 


l. 939, — 2. 539-51: see p. 570 and note. 
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learned from these blessed men, that is in the lirst place from this blessed 
Samuel, we record the history, which he often related in our presence; which 
is as follows. Before this convent was firmly established, there were a few 
huts onits site, which were called (the informant stated) those of Mar Af wrsm, 
who himself also gained distinction for a considerable time in ihe conflict 
(zyéy) of seclusion. Then the blessed Mar Join, by whose name the convent 
was called, came about the year seven huudred', and made another hut for 
himself a little distance from the earlier ones in the same place, and shut 
himself up in it, who was also thought to be an Urtava and so ealled for some 
such reason as this. Because (the informant stated) he was a zealous man and 
an expounder? and a teacher, he used to go in and out of the country of the 
Urtave?^, warning and teaching and expounding and correcting many, 
insomuch that he learned. the language of the Urtaye, so that for such a 
reason he was thought to he and was ealled an Urtaya, though by his birth 
(yivog) he was a Syrian. 

While then the blessed mau was winning distinction in the labour of 


seclusion, and gaining renown and reverence from many, two other blessed 


]. 389, — 2, Or ‘interpreter’, linguist’. — 3. I. e., Anzelene or part of il;see p. 135, n. 2. 
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men came to him, and they also were renowned and famous men, and 
teachers and firstrate seribes, one of whom was named Samuel and the other 
Jonathan, who had been living in the monastery of the. Edessenes ! at Amida, 
who transcribed? many books, which by virtue of their wills (2129x2z) have 
been handed down in the convent even down to the present day itself. And 
in consequence of the blessed man’s renown and in consequence of his beau- 
tiful manner of life the blessed men Samuel and Jonathan begged him that 
they might be granted the privilege of living with hin; and he accepted 
them, and they took up their abode with him, while they also too with him 
and in his company received more teaching and instruction in the labours 
of ascetieism and the teaching of religion. When then the convent had 
begun to advance and progress, so much so that with all its belongings it 
in a great fashion attained to a large increase in buildings and belongings 
and increase of the brotherhood up to the number of fifty men, then the bles- 
sed Mar Jolin ended the course of his practices, and departed Trom the world, 
having left as his successor in the government of the convent the blessed 
Samuel. — But the blessed Jonathan had removed from the convent during 


the blessed man’s lifetime: and when he had fallen asleep he came back, and 


l. See p. 22h and p. 391. — 2. Or f wrote’; but the lille cseribes' points to the ether Meanie. 
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lived with the blessed Samuel, and they lived together in. brotherly and 
spiritual fashion. until the decease of the blessed Samuel: so that, when this 
man had made a great addition to the convent, he also as well departed [rom 
the world; and over the government of it after him he left. the blessed 
Jonathan. And this man again by great knowledge and sound government 
brought about an increase in all the belongings of the convent: and after- 
wards he also as well departed from the life here: and the blessed Job was 
appointed. to succeed him: and this man also governed excellently and law- 
fully and spiritually all his days, and he departed from the world of distresses 
to the country of jovs: and the blessed Abraham was appointed to succeed 
him at the head of the monastery, who was also a native of the eity. This 
man (the informants stated) had a house in the city, and an old. mother, 
and brothers and a considerable number of kinsmen ' (yvez. And, when 
he had been governing the convent excellently for a long time, unfounded 
ill-feeling was stirred up against him (they stated) by certain members of 
the convent who suspected of lim that he was secretly providing for his 
household and making them gifts Trom the convent; and, while he for his 


par defended himself from these charges on every point, they on their 


1 Or ‘distinguished kin’. 
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side could not abandon such a suspicion, but (the informants stated) by tlie 
operation of Satan contended the more against him, so that afterwards (they 
stated) he himself also besides was instigated by the impetuosity of anger, 
and gave up not only the headship and the government of the convent, but 
even residence in it as well, having bound himself by stern oaths not to 
reside in it longer, nor taste even water that belonged to it as long as he 
lived. And so he left. it, and went into the city and lived there in retreat 
and devoutness in his house; while after a time (they stated) he used to sigh 
and distress himself and weep with sobs, because he had been overreached 
by the evil one and robbed of residence in his convent; insomuch that at 
last he would vo out and visit it and look into it while they begged lim to 
take food in it, and he would not consent to taste anything whatever from 
the convent; but at last (they stated) he used to make all the provision for 
his meals at home, even to cold and hot water and herbs, and so he would 
bring it out from his house and eat it in the monastery, while he sighed all 
the days of his life that he had been thus overcome by passion. And his 
suceessor was a brave and valiant blessed man, whose own name also was 
Abraham, who from the beginning of his government began to win distinc- 


tion and show prowess and gain renown on a great and extensive seale, 


E td a 


T (3) Jesh ert 


212 IOUN OF EPHESUS. [558 | 
-fiaios papro Joa Sans ol p2 ufaios Jproaxrs aaolo aaiol Lasy 
Jars Lad [xe bh Jin ILo JN esos Jaaioso haass «oo» So 
acoso sje Jaotus lesa? yas Janso Musso sos dew oral 
Ss Ie ore iss ines) Dess sse ages E 
Laso Jiady JNIal Wee Dha oP Cote jns daa, LOO D Jills 
amo Jiag, othasio alanoj Jio lasso Musso xo Min sy v5 doao 
Joa 35 ol No . otio Sa: JA o rE, Jc ooo E 
ja S espa | Jprarsily haad of [dsard ciao suono] pel Aeon 
pat. Laaa, oibsoars Lia jawas aolo epo cias px Laak, oa 
„uao Ja x 300 oa o] Sado.) Kis d0 d. J:3e2s. oo as «e 


MU] Jilla je! Naaa Joomas! Jose Jem jeje el 
yasni „Naasjo Mau] apaan wis Ton azo :Joot Jyo < t 


KO oA p „aÑ aopa Jiao [525 Qoo ay » Lana x of ooo! 


1. Ms. Im; corr. Nold. 


while he also in a short time greatly increased and extended the convent, 
being also formidable and severe and stern toward all the chief men and 
magnates of the city and of the distriet; insomuch that his fame penetrated 
even to the king', and he was summoned by an order to the royal city, 
and went up and was reecived with great honour, so that in addition to great 
presents he gave him a village also as well for which he asked m the district 
of Ingilene the name of which was Narda, for which he had asked on account 
of the usefulness of its wooded heights and so on. But on coming down 
from the royal city and seeing the spaciousness and magnitude of the heights 
he ent off half of it and gave it to the monastery of the village of Zuknin? 
who had asked him for it, since he indeed loved them as his brothers. And 
he began to raise his own convent of the blessed Mar John to the number of 
four hundred men: and this convent grew and increased in the blessed man’s 
days beyond all the convents round the city. And on account of tlie perfec- 
tion of his character and the sublimity of lis mode of life great constraint 
was pat upon him, and he was made bishop in the land of the Urtaye in the 
district of Anzetene ?; and, when this happened, both he and all the members 
of lis convent were smitten with sorrow and distress. and they continued 


begging and entreating him to appoint a head and governor for them in his 
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place, while he refused to do this, saving to them, « Now that ] for my part 
have been deprived by my sins of residence with vou, do vou look out, and 
deliberate among yourselves, and the man whom you know to be suited for 
you set over vou as head, lest eventually you find fault either with me or 
with someone else ». But they argued the more with him, saying, « We 
will not allow you, our father, to depart hence until you appoint a head for 
us in your place ». Again. (the informant stated) he on his part answered 
them, saying, « If you insist that l shall set up a governor for vou in 
my place, think not that J shall make an appointment in the way that vou 
suppose and appoint men who are thinking about themselves; but whoever 
appears to me to be fitting I will appoint for vou, And beware lest in the 
end he be displeasing to von and you murmur ». And, as they again con- 
tinued to press him in this wav, he gave orders and the bell sounded, and 
they all stood up for serviee. And, having spoken at great length and given 
warning and instruction in his clear speech, he gave orders and the arehi- 
mandrite’s hood and wand were brought, and laid before the altar. Then 
(the informants stated) the blessed man turned and looked behind him at the 
lines of the companies, and passed down the middle and Lud his hand 


on a eertain old man who held a low place among the members of the convent, 
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and drew him out, dragging him by force, and brought him before the altar 
(whose name also was Abraham), while he objected and wept and relused. 
And he on his side made a prayer and took him and clad him in the hood 
of the archimandriteship, and put the stalF of the pastorate of the convent 
in his hand, even as he came from the occupation of shepherd of a flock, 
and froma village called Thella d Mikhaua', and all his life and even after 
his death, and even to (he present time in the same convent he was called 
‘Mar Abraham the shepherd’. But the old man continued saying with sobs 
and with much weeping, « How is it, sir, that you appoint me a plain man 
(duoc) anda shepherd to govern such a convent as this? » But the blessed 
man answered him, saying, « Remember our Lord's saying to Peter when 
he says, *Heneeforth thou shalt catch men to life '?; even as you now after 
being shepherd of a dumb flock of animals shall carry out the. duties of 
shepherd of a rational flock of men ». Bat those who were in high and 
prominent place, and thought of themselves that? they were wise and 
learned and teachers, and of whom each one was confident. concerning 
himself that it would be he who would be raised by force to the governorship, 


when they saw that he had appointed an old man and a shepherd wlio held 
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a low place to the governorship, showed displeasure and indignation and 
found fault and began to murmur. And, when the blessed man saw it, he 
said to them : « Yon know, my sons. that for my part I at first committed 
the matter to your diseretion. But, now that vou threw the burden upon 


me, I on my side thought this old man fitter than all of you to administer 


the affairs of this convent, while | know also what I have done and whom | 
have appointed, a man whom 1 have seen for a long time, and, while I observe 
all of vou, and see that cach concerns himself only with himself and his 
gratification, I see that this man is vigilant and energetic. and earnest, 
and eager lo promote the interests of the convent. And for all these reasons 
it is to him that I have entrusted and am entrusting my place. And he who 
obeys him, and receives and pleases him receives and pleases me: and he 
who strives with him and opposes him is superlluous im this convent ». 
When these things had been carried out in this way, and the blessed bishop 
had given his blessing and prayed and gone to the district to which he had 
been summoned, then many stood forth in envy and bitter strife against the 
same blessed Abraham saving, « He set as head over us a man who is a 
peasant and a shepherd holding a low place ». Aud so they made one com- 


pany (zowdy), and rose up in strife, and separated themselves: and sixty men 
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left the monastery in one body for such a reason as this. And they went 
and occupied a site and built a monastery lor themselves and a well-known 
martyrs’ chapel whieh exists even to the present time, in the village called 
that of Beth Bar srubtha'. But the blessed Abraham was strengthened, and 
began to act with vigour and show firmness, and to display proper energy in 
all the government of the convent, and great carefulness for all its belongings, 
and lor the canons and regulations and all the spiritual ordinances in it, 
while he also began to walk in every. point in the footsteps of the blessed 
Abraham the great his predecessor, in. speech and in wisdom, and sound 
knowledge, and orderly and honourable conduct, insomuch that he also as 
well gained great renown over the whole East. But after a time came the 
blessed Mar Samuel also besides who also founded the eonvent ealled after 
his name?, having first set up a standing-post lor himself, and taken up his 
position on it. And, when he began to build the couvent, the blessed 
Abraham used to give him much assistance, sinee, alter the eltv-gates were 
shut, he would take a party of forty and Alty meu, aud they would vo and 
work with them, and give assistance all the night, and thus they would 


return to the monastery m the morning; beeause (the informant stated) 


l. Se. tson of Friday’, — 2. * Zach. Rh, virt, 5. He is probahty the S. of ‘Zach’, vit, 6, though 


his arrival is there placed after the Persian siege. His monastery is mentioned in ch. 39. 
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1. Ms, OmeaetOo- — 2. Mx. 9 — 3. In smaller letters in erasure, 


when they were shepherds also they used to feed the flocks together, so that 
(the informant. stated) jesting with one another they would say, « Woe to 
us if God requires from us the stolen sheep that we have eaten ». Aud so 
(it was stated) the two heroic old men distinguished themselves by great 
modes of life, together with all the other convents their brethren. In the 
davs of the blessed Abraham the shepherd therefore Kawad king of the 
Persians came against the city of Amida in the year eight hundred and 
thirteen '; and he took it? and earried off eaptives from it, while he also 
razed the monastery too to the ground, and piled its wood and its stones 
and its clay on to the ‘mule’? which he had set up against the eitv. The 
story of these events ‘was related to us* by an old man with venerable 
white hair whom * once when we had set out to vo into the desert of Egypt 
we found in the country of Palestine beyond Jerusalem in a monastery called 
that of Mar Thomas at Beth Gubrin *, so that, when we had first zealonsty 
directed our course to the city of Alexandria, and had arrived at this con- 
vent ê, we found that venerable old man sitting, though he was unable to 


|. 5012; IL was really in 81l% (5093 ses ‘Josh, SINE; xax, L -- 2. ‘Zach. Bh? (yn 4 say- 
that il was lahen through the drunkenness and carelessness of the mouks of this monastery. aud bs 
the remark that the archimandrile was a Persian he seems lo suggest treachery. Cf. * Josh... LIIN. 
3. A mound ou which the besiegers 2lood in order to be level with the top of the wall. See * Zach.’ 
vit, 3, and * Joshi, LIX. — %. Ms. om. — >. Eleutheropolis, Arab. Ban Gabrin, — 6 
‘to mean (hat he visited the conveul on his return, but the sentence is very 


came from Amida. his t visit in 53% is intended 
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1. Ms. pl. — 2. Ms. eilo. 


see from age. But, when we approached him to make obeisance to him 
and receive his blessing, he asked us saying, « Whence are you, my sons? » 
And we on our side answered him, saying, « We are, sir, from the district 
of Amida». When he on his side heard the name of Amida, he was struck 
dumb and shed copious tears with sobs. And, when that old man had been 
violently weeping and sobbing for a long time, he said : « If I ask you, my 
sons. do vou know anything in the territory of Amida? », and we answered 
him, « Be so good as to ask, sir; and what we know we will say ». But 
the old inan asked us about this our own convent, saying, « Is there a 
monastery called that of the house of Mar John on the north of the city by 
the side of the wall and has it been built?» And we said to him « Yes, sir. 
It has been built and it exists, and it is im fact from it that we come ». 
When the blessed man heard this, he vearned the more toward us, while he 
also betook himself to showing emotion by weeping with many sobs, saying, 
« 1, my sons, was an inmate of that monastery, from the days of Mar Abraham 
the great who became a bishop, when I was a boy, when the numbers also 
amounted to four hundred men. And, when Kawad eame to Amida, we fled 
and we all went inside and took up our abode in the school (syo}4) called 
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l. Ms. om.; corr. v. D. and L. 


that of the Urtave within the wall, about three hundred men, the rest 
having been scattered and fled. And, when the city was laken and the 
Persians came in and began to slaughter, we all stood up sorrowing and 
weeping for the service of our death and of our lives’ end, slaughter being 
now set before our eyes. And, when the Persian soldiers arrived, and. they 
came in and saw long rows of men’standing, they began a fearful slaughter 
among us. And, having beheaded ninety of us in one massacre while 
our eyes beheld it, they then ceased slaughtering; and they took us and 
carried ns away as captives, while they also made spoil of all the belongings 
of the convent. But, when the city was thrown open, God delivered us 
and strengthened us and many of us escaped. And from that time I fled 
from all that country; and I made a vow to God not to see it again 

And so that old man was piteously relating all these things to us with great 
emotion and many tears: so that for a long time he was nnable! on account 
of his sobs to relate them before us. And again another old man of many 
days (and he too had venerable white hairs), who during the same times of 


the prosperity of this convent had been in his bovhood an inmate m it, 
| ł Y à 
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who was in the renowned monastery of the Orientals at Edessa', who was 
called Paul of Arzen ?, who also departed from the world a few years before 
during the persecution of the convent*, used all his days in the presence 
of many persons to tell about the prosperity of the convent, saying 

« Before the deportation by Kawad we numbered four hundred men in it; 
and so prosperous and extensive was the convent of the blessed Mar John, 
that, since their space was too much confined for the purposes of occupation 
by the same convent, they formed the plan of building for themselves a 
large house for a chapel. And so the masons of the city applied themselves 
to hewing out metopes (uétoxx); so that, when the blessed men wished to 
convey them to the monastery after the gate (mogra) of the city was slut at 
dusk, they used to go out and fetel them in one line from the monastery 
right up to the quarries (Axozoy/x) themselves: and thus they would hand on 
the stones and pass them from one to another, and they are passed down 
their lines till they enter the precincts and are piled upon the building, and 
thus that extensive building was built, though it was not completed on 
account of the deportation by the Persians and the scattering of the bro- 
therhood: so that, sinee a heap (?)' remained after the Persians, a large 


I. Cf. Land, p. vol, 2. Arzanene, olherwise called Arzun (p. 145. ‘This was in Persian territory, 


O5. 521-40; see Introd , p. iv. — 4. Lil. Simountain’, perh, a heap of debris like the Mons Testaceus 
itl Tome, 
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portion of the monastery was quarried and built from it; and the whole of 


the martyrs’ chapel dedicated to Kyra Maria was also built. from it, and 
further much was also quarried and brought in from it for the church aud 
the city. »' And its kiln is still standing. But this convent was rebuilt on 
a smaller scale, both in buildings and in the number of the brotherhood. 
But the blessed Abraham, who was also called ‘the shepherd’, ended the 
course of his practices, and ‘died in a good old age’*. And to sueceed him 
in the government of the convent the blessed Cosmas was appointed, who 
also showed himself an excellent governor and head; and he governed 
during his days in tranquillity and quiet, having lived the whole of the time 
of the reign of Anastasius*; and so he fell asleep in his convent in peace *. 
And to suceeed him in the headship and government of the convent the 
blessed Sergius was appointed, who by his birth (yévo2 came from the village 
of Gadara which was in the north; who in the first persecution thal arose 
against the church® was the first to go oul in banishment with all the rest 


of the convents, and gained distinction in the conflicts (2yév) of persecution, 


1 lE is not elear where Paul's words end. The statement about the kilo is clearly d. >. and perb- 
the whole story of the completion of (he rebuilding is his, for P. probably left Anida ab the tine of 
the siege. Perb. J. with his nsual carclesness has forgotten thal he is reporting Pes words. — 2. 1 
CEI XXIX, 28, — 3. l-5138. |le cannot have become arehimandrile before 505, and Uie meamnge can 
therefore only be that be survived Anastasius. — ^4. ‘Zach. Bh vid. 5 erroneousls names C. amon 


lhe banished arehimandriles. — 5. 521; see Introd... p. 1v. 
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I. The name has fallen out; see note on lransl, — 2. Ms. 9:226, marg. in later hand 9e. 


and in all the labours of monasticism, as well as in excellent government all 
the time of his life. And he ended his course during the same persecution; 
and he died and was buried in the monastery called Tthat of Mar Mama‘. 
But to succeed him a great blessed senior was appointed whose name was 
5vmy?: who by his birth (yéves) was a native of Arzen”: who with his two 
predecessors Sergius and Cosmas were * in our days, since we indeed in the 
days of the blessed Sergius and the others who succeeded him received the 
privilege of residing in the convent. When then after the decease of the 
blessed Sergius they were urging the blessed Symy to take up the vovern- 
ment, he continued objecting and refusing, saying, « Allow me, my brothers, 
1o repent and make entreaty on account of my sins, because | have not one 
day beyond three years and a hall in the body ». And, since not even alter 
his prophecy also (which was shown to be exact truth) did he escape, but 
they constramed him and he took his place at the head with earnestness as 
it is written? excellently and like a teacher, expounding and admonishing 


day and night with service and Cwith vigil. he would also at all times 


I. Ms. oin. The ehronology in this ch. and ch. 35 makes it elear Ihat the ionasters of Mama is 
intended. 2. CE. Zach. HB, viin, b, where he is placed among the banished archimandrites, while 
Sergius is omitled. B mee p 066, n. Z, — A. Sie syr. — 5. 1 do not know tlie source of the ref, — 
5, Ms. caffer it^ aucauinglessls , and in marg. in later hand ‘Abraham, 


[560] HISTORY OL TUE CONVENT OE JOUN URTAYA. SEE. 
p haos vaaia Js Sx ad Nac NSa So afpa asl DA joipsdo 
Lan whaso lad odanlLsaso coo «ou No galarazia Jingo 9] 
x? looi aK, | Jos Ji «218360 xor Koo +2 + COO whl fx 3640 fauo 
aLaaa anona aM, jjo (pol) Jlawasyo LS T JK3otaso o? oad, 
hohe p> Jas əl, has? JI o JN Gast NS Slo yi js Lio Se Pre 
x22 s Koo finas JNS; edo JL ga Ix Ko fauko poly Lias Qu 
Slo aNS so, [300..] —~ ipoh] jo Jail Sex Noa Jl eod paus ara 
Ves, haa brads; DA EEA, frasos <% TAT dot .J sot es 
Sd ams; h yada ba woo e JNaso; Jat gH xp AD 
Jamo ys! haeo .widad igo paso yhoo jo JNSa yo -oaa 
JNa Loses ja> sha Jill Lrsosp> a okoa yoda - ams; 
Juno’ po ido fasta e! iNo Joa pax Gs Lasan aa. ol; he 


o ba. Lo MOHAIR axa. ado Ne xoa] d „loa [4.2055 wo 


1. Ms. om. and ins, stop. — 2. Ms, l8 o5 aes. 


adjure and warn everyone to bestow care and earnestness upon finding 
spiritual life, and many were in fact enlightened by his teaching, and by 
his admonition were brought to open their hearts and to sorrow and fears, 
wondering and giving thanks to God. But his prayer and the gift of reve- 
lations and of prophecy was of such a kind that not only did he gain know- 
ledge of his departure beforehand and prophesy it, but even concerning many 
other things also, insomuch that at the beginning he spoke and uttered 
many prophecies to our own mean self also, of which we truthfully assert 
that none has fallen to the ground or fallen short of the pronouncement 
nttered by htm even down to this very day; which we refrain from recording, 


lest we be thought to be destrous of displaying great things abont ourself, 


When therefore this man had completed the time which he decreed for 
himself, some days before ' he ealled and blessed and commanded and warned 
everyone, and so according to the decree which he laid down he ended his 
course during the same persecution in the country of the East in the mon- 
astery called that of the Poplars ?, in which also the whole community was 
residing. But after five years, when the recall from banishment came, we 


ourselves were privileged to carry and convey his holy bones into the convent 
[ e LUI a L2 


|. Sie 2Mro— 2. See p. 317. 
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of the house of Mar John itself'. And to succeed him there was appointed 
our blessed master and teacher from our boyhood, whose name was Abba; 
who also was by his birth (yévos) from the district of Arzen*; and he was 
reverend and imposing in his speech and in his appearance. But after four 
vears of his government occurred the entry into the city-convents themselves 
at the beginning of the reign of Justinian the king. And, when we had 
completed about seven years and a half? in the convents themselves, the 
envy of those who ruled the churches was aroused, and the persecution was 
renewed over the whole of the Kast, through the descent of Ephraim patriarch 
of the city of Antioch to the East; and all the convents were again expelled, 
and they went together to the monastery which they had previously built and 
took up their abode in 3t, which was called that of the Poplars. And after a 
httle time they were expelled thence, and the convents were divided; and the 
blessed Abba with all his convent went away, and they went into the steep 
towering mountains ol the village called "bdvhr':; and we took up our 
abode there in a monastery called that of the Nut. And after three years” 
we left and went into the district of Claudias, and took up our abode in the 


Il. Since we are lold below that the return to Amida happened after 4 years of Abba’s rule, the 
translation of the bones cannol have been contemporaneous wilh it. The restoralion having been in 530 
(see Introd., p. 1), we get 522,3-526/7 as the date of Symy’s archimandriteship., — 2. See p. 566, n, 2. 

: 3. Since the descent of Ephraim was at (lie end of 536 or beginning of 537, the time cannot have 
exceeded 512 years Dyakonov, p. 30, n. 166); see p. 418, nt. - 4. See p. 232. — 5. Since Samuel died 
iu the monastery of (he Huts in 539 pe 548), the date must be 539, not 540, 3 yrs. affer the expulsion 
from Amida. 
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monastery of the Huts‘, which we also mentioned above in our history., And 
the blessed Abba, having been arrested and maltreated by the Synodites, 
Hed and went up to the royal city; and, when he had passed some time there 
with the concourse of believers that had been gathered from every quarter 
by the believing queen Theodora, and had a great reception from her, and 
had been there live vears, then it was his pleasure to return to liis convent, 
while the convent was still in the district of Claudias, and he ended his 
course there ‘in a good old age’*; so that, when alter a space of three years 
we ourselves too went down from the roval city. we took his holy bones 
also as well and sent them to the city-eonvent itself. And to sueceed him 
in the government of the convent the blessed Abraham was appointed, who 
by his birth (yévo;) was from Anzetene *, and was a great and earnest admi- 
nistrator in all the spiritual and bodily alfairs by whieh a convent is 
maintained. And, when this man had completed some years, he also as 
well fell asleep and was laid in the convent, since he had gone for the 
purpose of visiting it, and fell asleep and was buried in his monastery, as he 
desired and praved*. After him was appointed Ihe blessed. Sergius of 


Amtda, who comes of a distinguished family from the city itself valled the 
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house of Bar Deha'. This man was placed by his parents in the same con- 
vent from his childhood, and he was brought up in it from the days of the 
blessed Cosmas the archimandrite, and he gained distinction also in all the 
conflicts (zy6v) of persecution from the beginning down to the present year, 
which is the year eight hundred and seventy-seven, the year in which Justinian 
departed from the world’, having first been bulleted in every place with all 
the old men his fathers who had lived since the beginning of the persecution 
while he endured and remained firm. But at last, when he was appointed 
to the headship of the convent, he increased in strength and prowess and 
firmness, while he was more frequently driven from district to district and 
from place to place, uttering thanks and praise at all times; a man who, 
having been at first luxurious and delicate and smart as being a citizen, and 
at last come to himself’, and been smitten with remorse and bronght himself 
into a religious frame of mind, turned his face away from all visible 
things, and came to despise clean clothes and delicious foods and unguents 
and so on, and clothed and covered’ himself with garments of hair, and 
embraced asceticism and abstinence, and fasting and services and protracted 
prayers by day and night, and what is more admirable than all, the practice 


of observing the divine commandments, having stored up in his mind the 


1. Sc. ‘son of a wolf’, — 2. 565,6. — 3. Luke, xv, 17; ef. p. 171. — 4. See p. 319, n. 2; p. 489, n. 3. 


[573] HISTORY OF THE CONVENT OF JOHN URTAYA. 
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words of our Saviour who says, « He who loveth me keepeth my word », 
and again « Let your speech be * Yea, yea’ and ‘Nay, nay .»', and so decided 
it for himself that an oath should never proceed from his mouth. And he 
persevered and kept and maintained his resolution even down to the present 
time also, since he is actually in the body even down to the present time also 
during the persecution of his convent, as well as of all his brethren the other 
convents in tle distriet of Izla? in the same persecution, down to tlie present 
time whieh is the year eight hundred and seveuty-nine ?, from the year eight 
hundred and thirty-two ', which makes forty-seven years from the beginning 
of the persecution of the same down to the year stated above. 


The history of the original foundation of the holy convent of the house of Mar John 


at Amida, and who were its heads and founders from the beginning ts finished, 


l. John, xiv, 23; Matth., v, 37. — 2. See p. 519, n. ^. — 3. 567/8. This was clearly wrilten some 
lime after the preceding. See lntrod., p. vi. — 4%. 521. The confusion between the whole time 
from the 1* perseculion and the time spent at Izla is au instance of J's careless method of writiuz. 
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Tie HISTORY OF THE WABITS OF LIIE OF THE. SAINTLY Jaw Es METHOPOLITAN OF 
lÉngssa AND OF THE COUNTRIES OF SIS. Wil WAS ALSO ENTRUSTED WITH 
THE SUPERVISION OF THE CHURCHES OF THE KAST, AND RECEIVED. ORDINATION 

x rq x 
FROM THE BLESSED SEVERUS AND l'ukgoposiUs or ALEXANDRIA IN CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE, ANI BECAME AN UPHOLDER OF THE 1 3TII, WRITTEN BY THE SAINTLY 


Jons of Asia 


Since then God had merey on his people, and sought to give them help. 


the Lord stirred up the spirit of hing Justinian, and putinto lis mind the plan 


I. Iur C the tl is : 9 A bistory eonverning the holy Mar J., bp. of Edessa (or rather (anov) of 
alt the orthodoxy, who is known as Burd tana, and on aecount of whout also we were termed Jaco- 
bites, aud itis written by the ely d. ot AL. the converter of pagans and author of the ecclesiastical 
histories », and the text opens with the words « Praise lo God who adorned his ehurch with his 
saints cad tilled at with Hie riches and. treasures of their relies. aud decorated ib with the elorious 


[575] SPURIOUS LIFE OF JAMES. 229 
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of letting the patriarchs and bishops examine the subject of the faith before 
him and in his presenee; and he ordered both parties, the orthodox (626430203) 
and the Chalcedonians, to meet in the royal city of Constantinople, in order 
that the general questions might be examined in the king’s presence'. And, 
when the order went forth, many assembled from all quarters; and the holy 
Mar Severus also went up and Theodosius of Alexandria?, who themselves 
alone and a few bishops with them were left among the orthodox (60680395), 
and tliey stayed in tbe royal eity, because the king detained them for a long 
tme, And, all the believers being desirous of sending eloquent aud learned 
men to the conference, they occupied a little over a year in choosing men from 
the convents and the eities and sending them to the blessed Theodosius the 


lowers of their practices, which are recorded in their histories, and painted before the eyes of the heart 
of believers; and, whenever we read of the manner of life of oue of them, we are consoled by him as 
if he were with us and our minds exult in love for him, esp. of this saint who adorned the ehureli bs 
the gifts of grace wherewith he filled it, and delivered himself up for it; of whose practices our feeble 
speech does not sullice to describe a small fragment; whom if the Lord had uot had meres on his 
church and raised up, it would have been brought to destruction through the evil persecution of the 
Diphysites; the beginning of whose story we begin 1o make clear from examination aud study: whom we 
entreat lo help ns by his prayers, thal we may speak and write all about him, Accordingly from this 
point we begin to place the memorial of his history on record ». S marg. « This history is of 
J. Burd'ana, and not of James of Edessa, the interpreter of the Seriptnres. since the Edessene's lime 
was hnown lo be (?; the year 1054, and Burd‘aua died in the year 889 ». 

l. N (Introd., p. xiii) has here au. Arabic note. « This is the slory of James Burd'ana the liar the 
cursed heretie. And he has made the whole narrative (7) mendacivus and false». - 2. Sev. left CP. 
about 9 mos. before Th. arrived, aud the conference was held at a much earlier lite. 
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patriarch. Now there was living a short time before in the small city of 
Constantina which is Thella d Mauzlath among the citizens a presbyter whose 
name was Theophilus Bar Manu a good and religious man, one of tlie 
reverend clergy of his city; aud, since he had lawfnlly taken a wife 

marriage, and they had no children, be and his consort, having fasted and 
prayed, made a vow to God that the first son who should be born to them 
they would give to the Lord in the holy convent of ‘strly bys! by the city of 
Thella, which is the monastery of Fsiltha?. And God heard him, and gave 
him a son, and he ealled his name James; fand, when he had grown a little, 
his parents banded him over to the same monastery of Fsiltha theongli the 
devout Mar Eustace presbyter and archimandrite.? And, when! his training 
was completed, he used to practise perfect modes of life surpassing the 


U 


LL GCstrilys^ We should perh. read ‘siratelates’, and suppose >. Miehael to be meant; but 
his usual litle is àgytozpztnyó; — 2. See p. A88, n. 3, —- 3. C. ‘This son was brought up by his parents 
Will all care and in all religion; and, when he was 2 or 3 years old, they sent lim lo school, and 
he was taught and instructed in all the learning of the church, in Syriac and Greek. And, when 
he reached the age of puberty, his tather look him with a filling present and brought him to 
lhe monastery, and commilled him to the hands of Mar Eustace the archimaudrile : and, when he 
had received the revered monastic babit’. — 4. G oin. 
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strength of men; and in the eourse of his employment in the monastery he 
would fast three days ata time and at last seveudavs, aud again at last twenty- 
one: and all who saw him were held in great astonishinent al the way in 
which he repressed the powerful impulses of boyhood. But many times his 
mother wished to bring him tuto the world, and he would not yield to her 
persuasion: and she used to urge him greatly, beeanse she had no heir except 
him: but his father wished his promise to be carried out. And, being much 
pressed by his mother, he said to lier : « Cease speaking to me, O my mother, 
do not weary me. Do you not understand that | have betrothed myself once 
for all to Christ the immortal bridegroom? », and, when even so she did not 
cease, he spoke to his own master and his teacher Eustace and said: «€ My 
teacher and lather, pray for me to God that he may either take my soul from 
me or impose silence upon my mother. » Aad his master said to him 

« The Lord will eect deliverance if he is pleased with vou. » Aud a vear 
later his mother died, and in the third year his father also; and the wealth 


which they possessed they left to their own son dunes: iid they fell. two 
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slaves and a large amount of property (ssia). But the divine James, as soon 
ax he saw thal lis. parents were dead, called Ins two slaves, and set them 
free: and he gave them the house with the property (ste) and the chattels, 
and he did nol take even one minas for he used to say « Let the things of the 
world be given to the world. » And aftera short time, when he had received 
deaeon's orders in his same monastery, he would cause himself to copy 
the pattern of the angels’ watelifulness, embracing the immaterial obser- 
vances of the angels with much Tasting and constant vigil, and day by day 
adding to his divine practices. But he refused to let himself be seen outside 
his cell at all during the day: and all the believers used to betake themselves 
to him on acconnt of the fame of his practices: so much so that even from the 
frontier of the Persian territory those who bad various infirmities used to Hock 
to him: and as soon as they were resting in his monastery they were cured 
without seeing ham. For he would visit many hy long journeys! having seen 
them beforehaud by the vision of the Holy Spirit, and be seen by them in 


a dream land they would be healed of their diseases ?; insomuch that he often? 


Il. Le. in spiril — 2.€ oun. 


[579] SPERIOCS LEE AI ee SS 


warta Mono AN) [Kado BH [a cae Oly Laas) l ooko <% 
M5 Jigal Daso .fascods Larin hin [439 Lasso voopsha Lory 
whe £9 :Jaesoos ' ey LaNa poids EN Joy. xol] Dal ofxas 
"ois ola Jet alaso Spr anaso EU eel Jas 
janas, firs] -copataios p "s p> ‘hpa ‘foot oes KOKA NDO 
o D, lao yar [oo rem OA op» aao ooo, 25 JAN ai 
p Ads va jroo) otha Es l soosik JaN TAN- J Jac. 
£ Otay JLN fio Leo o V5 Laaa o5 Jor <% o à MAC 
prolo az» fros o "etse. aco]. 5 Iso oo LAM Qo sph! 
Neg JAN; aaas Da Kool! Lpa hay ol Jase. SEUSS coe 


-— yx au? enel: Jj RAO + Paddjoyo A] pull I! paso 


1 C oim. — 2, (1 Bool. — 3, c hans, jaN woanupmane. — 4. (1 9». — 25, € obade. — 
6, Mss. a. — 7. €. wilh points denoting e under both syllables, S. € Aks wilh points 
denoling a over first 2 syllables). — 9. G fevers Jas þaaawja. — 10. C ins, o pad. — 11. C ins. ee 


showed himself to queen Theodora herself wile of Justinian kine of the 
Romans! astu a dream holding à golden paten (9iz*2v) in his hands and giving 
the armies of the Romans living? water to drink; and accordingly the 
miracles which he performed caused all the world to marvel, The bands of 
the Christian Saracens attached to the Romans, having once been attacked 
by msanity, and having heard about the man's holiness, sent their king” 
Whose name was Hereth Bar Gabala with them magnates to him, in order 
that God might visit them through lim; and Hereth took vold with him with 
offerings to give the saint if God’ would visit them Ubrough himt by his 
prayers. But as for the blessed James, the whole of their allair having been 
revealed to lim by God, when they bad crossed the river Euphrates to come 
to his monastery, the saint appeared to the Saracens in his habit (57752) al 
full morning, and said to Hereth : « Why, O barbarian‘, did vou doubt of the 
eiftof God? Go return to vourland, you and your magnates, and release the 


man from Mt. Sinai whom someone is detaining in your camp, aud you will 


1G) reeks’) The phrase shows that the author wrote afler the Vrab conquest, since ollierwise 
he would have said ‘the king’ only. — 2. € om. — 5. Mass. ^llicir hing sent’: but clearly he went 
himself — 4. € the’. — 5. € cta. 
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inummediately be delivered from the distress; for it is because of him that 
vou were allicled. Du henceforth Satan will not be permitted by the Lord 
to work destruction simone vou, until vou enter the camp, And ‘thy money 
go with thee’ *, since we have no desire to possess aught beside God. » And, 
this openlv-shown vision having eaused Hereth the king and his maguales to 
marvel, he went back to his camp. and npon ashing he found that from the 
hour that the blessed man said to him. « The devil shall not work destruction 
in vour camp », from that very honr and that very day they? were cured. 
Aud they ® asked and inquired over the whole of his camp, aud they” found a 
certain monk who was bound inside a tents; aud he released him and sent liim 
to Mt. Sinai and the man who bad bound him Fin his tent he slew with the 
edge of the sword; and diy by day Hereth Bar Gabala was yearning to see 
the saint. But the blessed man would quietly labour with arduous labonrs 
andexercise himself in iarvellons endurance in the way of modes of life and of 


clothing; for he would cut a thick ugly cloak inte two, and he clothed himself 
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with half of it and covered himself with hall of it: and he would not change 
this raiment for a considerable time, not im summer nor in winter, until it 
appeared to be all rags?: for le would say « Ht is better for the soul to clothe 
itself in practices of excellence than for the body to luxurtate in things that 
drag lo perdition ». Being therefore resplendent in holiness he used to as- 
tonish many by miracles. [Two barren women from the city of hella, being 
distressed by the deprivation of children, and who were looking for the fruit 
of their wombs more than the breath of the air (79), and had gone to many 
places to seck assistance, resolved to go up to the same saint at the tme 
when he was present in his monastery; and they went out from the city to vo 
to hiseonvent. When they had reached and crossed the river Harba that is 
between the monastery and the city, a revelation was made to the saint by the 
divine Spirit : then (sizz) be sends a deacon of his to them to tell them to 
return to the city; « For our Lord » (he says) « will give von children il you 


confess his holy name ». And they on hearing these words returned to the 
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ely. And the saving of the saint was aecomphshed; for after one year our 
Lord wave them children, and afterwards sous and dat ehters, and they 
continued praising the name of God.! 

But, after à considerable time bad past, and he was radiating heht in this 
world like a bright sun, he was chosen by the grace of God to go up to the 
royal city, to argue on behalf on the faith in eonjinetion with certain saints 
and fathers?., He was vuwilhng todo so, but nevertheless he was going up 
iu obedience to a vision which appeared to him, the holy Mar Severus 'the 
patmiarch* and Mar Jolm bishop of Thella t, who came to lim and gave hima 
pastoral stall and said to him with a threat, « Rise go with the companies of 
believers and feed our sheep, and keep them from the wolves »; and thereupon 
he took a small gospel ieierydassv) and set out to go on foot to Constantinople. 
And there joined Inn from his monastery a certain well-tried and divine man 
who was called Sergius, who after atime was made a bishop by the blessed 
mau himself And, when the two had gone to the reyal city and arrived 


I. C oma, prob, because the scribe did not wish lo bring J. into any connexion with the procreation 
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there, the report [Hew about in the ete « Father James lias come»; and, when 
Theodora the queen heard it, she received them with mueh honour, and she 
wave them a house and the rest of what they required. Fat the blessed min 
was eloquent and educated and skilled and exercised and practised, and! he 
was versed in the Greek language as well as the Syriac to a specially high 
degree, and he read the Holy Seriptires in both languages; Tand, when lie 
carried on debate with the chiefs of the heresy there in their own assembly, 
he put them all to light, while he also through the mighty Washes ol Pie 
divine doctrines (3cyuazz) exposed their tricks and frauds against the truth of 
the faith, and? he took possession of a little cell, and in it F'eouversed. with 
God? continually’. The blessed Sergius. also! lived an ase etie life; but he 
felle far short of the standard of the high aad divine practices ol the holy 
James’ 

When then dense erowds of believers came to the royal eily, bishops and 


monks and clergymen, and lavmen zealous for religion, they used to boast of 
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ihe same saint, insomuch that Hereth Bar Gabala, king of the Saracens, when 
he heard it, came himself also to the royal city; and because the parly of the 
believers had diminished under persecutions and tortures, Hereth Bar Gabala 
and some fathers with him begged the God-loving queen Theodora to give 
them leave to make two or three bishops in Syria (for there was not a bishop 
lo he found in the whole of Syria except three '; one on the mountain of Marde, 
and one in Persian territory, and Tone who had gone into? Alexandria). And, 
since the believing queen was desirous of furthering such measures as would 
he of assistance against the synod of Chalcedon, she ordered them to make the 
bishops. Then two well-tried men were chosen hy the holy patriarch 
Theodosius of Alexandria and the fathers who were with him to be bishops, 
one this divine? James for the city of Edessa and all the rest of Syria and Asia, 
and another whose name was Theodore for the city of Bostra* fin the south, 
and Palestine*, and Arabia as far as Jerusalem. The divine James, having 
received. the bishop's ofice from the blessed Theodosius by the adviee and 
permission of the queen (for after he had left his see he was afraid to ordain 
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bishops ' without permission of the crown’), then accordingly ! armed himself 
with religion, and clothed himself in the breast plate of righteousness’, and 
extended his course not only iu the districts of Syria but also in Those of 
the whole of Armenia, and of Cappadocia and in the districts of Cilicia, and 
the whole of Isauria, and of Pamphylia and Lyecaonia and Lycia and Phrygia 
and Caria and Asia and the islands of the sea, Cyprus, Rhodes, Glilos; 
Mitylene, up to the royal city itself: fand he propagated and expanded all 
orthodoxy (éefodegtz), * and made priests, and tilled the ranks. And not ouly 
did he marshal priests and supply all quarters, but he did not even neglect 
churches that were at a distanee; and the Lord put it into his mind, and he 
contrived means of adorning the church of God. And, since there is a 
prudent canon that without three bishops or four no bishop shall be instituted, 
he considered the matter an I took with him two monks who had a reputation 
lor excellence of life, one from Cilicia, and one from Isauria, and took them 


1. In the original (eli. 50) this statement is made on the oceisien of the conseeralion of bps. for 
Egvpt by James, and there are no qualifying words, — 2. (€ ‘queen’, a. Hie blessed. YI 
secretly permitted. him fo make bps. iud. perform: all the Dinetion- [tle priesthood. And then d 
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to the roval eity. And he. received advice and permission from the liolv 
Theodosius the patriarch who was al that tine residing there by way ol exile 
(Eoi), and he directed his path to Alexandria, ‘with these two blessed men! 
thal he might there eousecrate them bishops, because there was no bishop in 
Sveit except one, nor an orthodox (0:5589252). pod riarch ; but of the svuod of 
Chalcedon there was a patriareh fat Antioch !, Ephraim ‘the heretie', from the 
city of Amida, the wicked persecutor of religion. 

But the holy James, when he had completely performed his ministry in all 
the countries [rom the royal city as far as the sea-coasts, then thus entered 
Alexandria; and when The had been? in intercourse with the saintly? bishops 
there then they admired the saints austerity, that he had travelled through 
these countries without an animal to ride, and withont a wallet or bronze 
coins or it purse, according to the commandment received from the blessed 
patriarch Theodosius !. And. accordingly "the saintly bishops? assembled, 


and inade the two blessed men who were with him bishops, one whose name 
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was Conon in Tarsus a city of Cilicia, and the other whose name was Eugene 
in the city of Seleucia'; and further for Svria two. Autouy and Antoninus”. 
And he took them with hin and set out for Syria: and in accordance with the 
provision of the canons he made metropolitan in the eily of Laodicea a divine 
man whose name was Dimet? from the holy convent of Aphthonia, aud another 
whose name was John from the monastery of Mar Bwzy of Seleucia in Syria; 
and John Irom the monastery of the house of Mar Bassus in Nenneshriu : and 
another whose name was Sergius in the city of Charrhae, Irom the monastery 
of the house of Aphthonia; and another John from the monastery of Mar 
Hananya of the city of Sura. And, when he” had, as described, set up bishops 
and priests in various cilies, afterwards they went up to the royal city: and he’ 
made patriarch for Antioeh in* Syria a man whose name was Sergius from the 
city of Thella, who was residing in the roval eitv?*, and was illustrious for 


religious learning: and", having completed three vears, he departed. from 


& 


the world. After a time he? ordained as his successor an Alexandrine whose 


l. C ins, wrongly) sof Syna’. — 2. There is no mention of these iu the original life, tlie names being 
taken from H. E., 1v, 11, where iwo Antonini are said to haye been reecnlls events recorded tap 
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name was Paul. And in Amida be made à man whose name was Eunomius 
from the eity of Amida metropolitan, who had been expelled with the clergy 
of the same Amida, cad was in the royal city: and he made many bishops Tor 
Revpt'. Aud afterwards the blessed men set out for the districts of Asia? 
for the second time; and he made Tour bishops, one in Ephesus and in the 
Whole ol Asia, me the sinful Jolm the Syrian, the converter of the pagans, and 
author of the Eeelesiastieal (History, who am trom the house of Mar dohn at 
Amida: and in the city of Smyrna a man whose name was Photius? and another 
John in the eity of Pergiumnin : and Peterin Dorvlaeum '; and also in the island 
of Chios a divine man and worker of miracles whose name was Kashish, a 
member of my monastery of Mar John at Amida; and for Dara he made John 


bishop a divine man from the monastery of Warthamin’. And in the whole 


boo Tenatius and others’, — 2. Mss. Syria’) — 3. In the original text * Peter’. Photius, as we 
learn trom och. 56; was a canipanion of Peter, — 4 In the original text ^ Tralles '. 5. The original 
leM says nothing abont Dari whieh is outol pliee in an aecount ef the bps. of Asia, bul il mentions 
2 Carian Pps. here enmitled. Johu of Dara is probably the same as the bishop who had heen 
arehin of Karthamin mentioned on p. 613 tram A. Ea àv. 55, and. was no doubt consecrated later 
Dyakonov. ps 28. ne TID. See above, p. 2N7, n. 2. ^ Dion? however (Kleyn, Bijdrage, p. 73, calls this J. 
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world lie appointed eiglity-seven! bishops, and two patriarchs. — And, being 
armed with divine strength, he would go out to his ministry, and would pour 
out the priesthood over the countries of the East like a great river in the days 
of Nisan?, having entered upon the road of heroism at à vigorous and spiritual 
pace, and according to the saving of the apostle clothed himself in the breast- 
plate of righteousness, and girded his own loins with the perfection of faith’: 
and he was at all times curying on a coulest oi behalf of the truth son the 


right hand amd on the left in glory and in dishonour And be would run 
al a vigorous pace through the upper and lower countries, Hrom the Persian 
& © 
territory’ even as far as the royal city. and Alexandma aud the countries 
between. and fulfil the work of his ministry not ouly by organizing the elerey 
and vivine the priesthood, but by consoling and comforting. and edifying 
As V 5 4 , 

and strengthening in teaching all the party of the believers. Once when he 
was travelling through the districts he came toa mountaiu-rangze called Ed: 
and he went into a village called Gunitha® : aud, while he was In the village, 
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a certain Jewish! sorcerer was there, who was deceiving the people hy his 
soreeries, When the blessed man heard about the same Jew", he ordered 
them to bring him before him; and, when he came, he spake and es to him : 

Wherefore, Onnpious man, are vou doing iniquity aud wrong, and opposing 
the right ways of the Lord?” Accordingly you shall be silent, and not hear 
nor speak uuless you confess Christ. » And the same hour his longue 
withered and his ears were stopped, aud he became like a stone. And, 
When the people stood iu great astonishment, Satan came out from under the 
[eet of that Jew in the forin of an Ethiopian, and he wailed with a loud voice 
and said, « Ont upon vou, bishop James: for from your boyhood vou have 
been a vexation i?) to me». And the holy James rebuked him; and le lefi 
the village with his hands ud upon his head. And the blessed man spake, 
and said to the proprietors of the village : « Satan has Hed, be enlightened in 
the Lord». But the proprietors of that village had gone astray in the heresy 
of Chaleedon; and he stayed there a long time in order to correct them. But 
afterwards he came to the city of Edessa; and, when the believers there had 
heen refreshed by his words, then it happened that suddenly a son of a 
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great lamily of the place whose name was Theodore died suddenly! within 
his chamber: and he eaused much sorrow to the city by his death. ud, 
when the blessed man heard the wailings and weeping and sobbing, he asked 
those who were near and said, « What is this outery whereby the city has 
heen disturbed? ». And they said to him : « A son of great family, Theodore, 
has died suddenly: and we sav that it is on account of the sius of his parents. » 
The holy blessed man answered and said to them : « Nol so, but in order 
that God may be glorified throngh him »?.. And he went on his feet to 
that dead man’s house; amd the eilizens were laughing and saving 

« What, prav, are. this fellaw's patches afler? o. Dut he did. uot give 
wav to their words: but he knelt upon the ground in prayer: and ou rising 
he said in presence of the multitudes of the city, « In the name of onr Lord 
Jesus Christ, one undivided nature, who was crucilied for us on the cross, 
rise walk? ». And, as the saint spoke, thal young man woke as Il from 
sleep and stood up; and when his parents and Kinsmen asked Tim, « How did 


it happen to vou? », he said to thems « A man of fire came npon me while | 
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was lying on my rug, and moved his hand and took my soul from me; aud 
Isaw this saint, and two old monks, who were making request of God on my 
behalf; and the man of fire was sent with them, to obey every order that 
they gave hint.’ But believe on this saint, and receive all blessings from 
him». And many helieved and were convinced by the blessed man. 

Again another tine, while he was visiting the churches and the monaste- 
ries, he wished to go and visit two brothers who were residing in the convent 
of the holy Mar Navuina: and the full ovening had now almost arrived; and, 
when half of the «uns disk had set; he showed ardent desire before God in 
the vehemence of bis spirit. and said : « O sun, servant of the ereatures Tof 
God,? wait for me till I enter that convent. » And the sun waited and did 
nol set till he entered that convent. And , when the members of that convent 
asked him, aud sav? to him, « Our father, what is this miracle of the sun? », 
theu he answered, and sabl to them : « Are you so dull that vou do not 


remember the words of our Lord who said, ‘if there be in you faith as a 


Goins. cand he took my soul and restored it fo mmy body; — 2. G and. creature of God, in the 
nate ot Nazareth. Soi the found the brethren looking in wonder and astonishment at (le 
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grain of mustard, ye shall tell this mountain to fall into the sea and it shali 
be done’? » Afterwards he went in and found one of the brothers there 
seriously ill, and he said to him, « Do you wish to depart to our Lord, or be 
left for repentance? ». And he said, « | desire to fly away? ». And he said 
to him: « Therefore to-morrow morning f vou shall depart to our Lord? ». 
And all the night he was engaged in reciting service on behalf ofthat brother: 
and at the hour of matins he ended his life. But the other brother he duly 
fortified like a mighty man, and said to him « Our Lord will not give vou 
lile except for one year. However lay up the provisions needed for depar- 
ture». Having left that place, and gone round the cities and countries, he 
came to Constantinople, and his mighty power was indeed shown. A certain 
citizen's daughter, a virgin, suddenly tell under the power of an evil fiend, 
and was erving and foaming: and, when he had anointed her with the oil of 
prayer, that demon departed from her. And, whenever the proper policy 
was being decided, he used to tell the victorious king all the actions that were 


going to be enacted throughout the commonwealth (morez) of the Romans; 
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so that in consequence of his performance of miracles his lame was wafted 
toall quarters ike choice spices (zou), and the victorious kings of the Romans 
and of the Persians aud remote peoples heard the lame of the same saint's 
miracles, and all the bishops of the heresy of Chalcedon lrom all sides were 
indiguant agatust him, and sought to seize ‘the blessed man and tear hin! 
in pieces. And, while they were running after him with threats in all 
quarters, he was sheltered by the divine grace, and was not delivered into 
the hands of bis pursuers and of those who sought his life? ; for, when he 
wished to go to any district, he would complete the whole work of his 
ministry in one night perhaps and one day, and on the next day he would by 
the divine grace be found “thirty and? forty miles away. And, wherever he 
wished Mo ad 1 to his ministry, he would. go by the Spirit of God to the 
district whieh he wished’, without wearving: for he never rode an animal 
in his life all the time of his activity. fn? the days when he was staying in 


his convent, a eertain man among the eitizeus of Thella used to go up to the 


lC him in order by reason of the drunkenness of their envy ta tear the blessed man’. — 2. Jer, 
XALIV, 30; — 4 Coon w 0o he would be lound by the grace of the Spirit. — >. This story has been 


omilted by Uheseribe of €. obviously because be thought it unedilvins. 
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saint in religious discretion, that he might be blessed by the blessed man and 
ask his prayers: and he had followed this practice for a loug time. But 
this man had a co-sponsor! who was a presbyter in the order (22792. of the 
church. When then the presbyter saw his co-sponsor going constantly to 
the blessed man, he said to him : « Wherefore do vou ueglect your employ - 
ment day hy day, and suffer loss by giving your lime to going to Mar James 
the bishop? It is enough for vou to be blessed once a month. » But his 
co-sponsor, when he heard these things, continued pressing the presbyter to 
make the journey to the same saint with him, to show him the miracles of the 
inan of God; and one day the presbyter gave him pleasure and consented to 
go with him. But Satan the hater of good things ou seeing the two co- 
sponsors going in earnestness aud in divine love to be blessed by the blessed 
man showed them an apparition (ozvzzstx). in order that they might not again 
come to the saint's own presence: and, when they reached the door of his 
cell in the mouastery, they saw that a girl beautiful to look at came out 
from his presence merry and Jaughineg, and, when, that presbyter saw her, 


he said to his co-sponsor : « See to whom vou are nrgtug me to conte and 
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be blessed »; lor he was scandalized. And on coming in to the blessed 
man, and seeing no one with him they were both more scandalized, since 
they had seen a woman coming out of his cell while lie was alone. But 
the man who was constantly going up to lim, overeome by abundance of 
love, revealed before the blessed man himself the scandal that had tronbled 
their minds, and began to say to him : « Sir, | urged this presbyter to 
come to you with me, to be blessed by your holiness; and he saw that a 
woman met ux who was coming out from your presence, beautiful to look 
at, merry and laughing, and this our companion was much seandalized : 
and even I too was scandalized at seeing something unusual. » But that 
divine man on hearing it knew immediately that that false appearance of 
a woman was au apparition (pavrasia) ol a fiend; and he thought « Itis not 
right that these men should be left seandalized »: and. he asked them, and 
said : « Shall you kuow that woman if vou see her? » And they said 
« We shall know her well. » Then he ordered them to pray; and he himself, 
having kneh down, continued entreatiug God, who wishes for the life of men, 
by his seeret power to force the fiend who had appeared to these men in the 


form of a woman to come and appear in the same guise (277142) which they 
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had seen. And suddenly that woman stood among them, looking gloomy. 
And the blessed man asked them, « Is this the woman whom you saw? » 
And thev said, « It is certainly she.» And, while they still supposed that 
it was a woman clad in flesh, the saint breathed upon her and made the 
sign of the eross, and said : « Go to perdition, evil fiend, and be not a 
stumbling-bloek to believers. » And as he spoke that woman became like 
smoke, and vanished from belore them. And, when the men who had been 
scandalized saw this, they feared with great lear, and praised the power ol 
God which dwells in his saints; and they went down to their eity rejoremy, 
and repeating the praises of God. 

[The blessed man then, having remained in his monastery, was lor a 
short time‘ making entreaty to God for the salvation of the whole ehureh. 
For at that time he would fast for twenty ? days and then eat/: and he would 
eat sitting’. But one day while he was eating he fell asleep: and his disciple 
spoke and said : « Father, rise and sleep a little time on a mat also ». And 
he said to him : « Iff, my son,” vou request the angels Jo sleep, vou do 


rightly in requesting me. The holy armies cease not From praise *, and do 
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vou desire me to remain silent through sleep? » (for he used not to sleep 
like men, but kept watch all his lile; aad, if he happened to fall asleep, he 
would sleep a Intle time while sitting’). One? day a woman from a village 
called Theltha*, in the territory of Thella. since she had had children and 
they had died and no children remained to her, came to the same blessed 
man with her domestic slaves; and the blessed man gave her unetion through 
praver, and she had many children. 

Again on account of men’s sins there was a drought caused by Jack of 
rain over the whole of Mesopotamia, and especially in the land of Thella, 
insomuch that the rivers became dry. But, when people saw this, many 
villages and hamlets assembled and made an agreement to come to the same 
blessed James’. And they came to his monastery and found him; and, when 
they had spoken with him, he prayed and wept, and he placed his head 
between his knees, And, while they were standing before him, the atmo- 


sphere (222) beeame dark, and the clonds poured rain upon the earth, for 


[oC ins. taud ise do perform: servire’. 2. This story is omitted idu G; see p.582, nu. d. — 
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three days and three nights: and all the people praised God, and departed 
thence rejoicing. 

What shall | say about the multitude of miracles which the bondman of 
God performed in creation? lor he used to do mighty works like the holy 
apostles. And to those who were pursuing in order to catch him be caused 
muel astonishment; and often they would meet him and ask him, saving, 
Have you seen that blessed! dames the deceiver who ts dressed in patelies ? ». 
and he would turn them back to a distiiet which he had passed through 
and say : « He was al such-and-such a place yesterday evening: but pursue 
after him ». For the report of him would be tying about to-day in some 
village, and to-morrow in another; and he himself would not accept any 
eold or silver or bronze whatever, nor would he allow. his travelling-com- 
panion to earry any, nor money or food to eat; and every day he would travel 
a stage (navstevy) covered at a vigorous pace, while he would not consent to 
the fast anl severe abstinence being broken; so that men could nol travel 


with him for a number of davs and minister to him more than a very short 
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time; for they could not endure the hardship of his angelic mode of life. 
For he used to travel on foot like an active man', and had no need to use an 
animal: and, while he was strengthened by divine graee, his body also was 
sound by nature; but he was dry like a stone*. However every day he 
would make an addition among the believers; and This benefieence every- 
where* would sorely provoke the adversaries: and consequently droves of 
pursuers with horses and horsemen would pursue after him, and would 
meet one another, and perhaps he would also be present among them, and 
they would not see him; so that, when king Justinian heard of it, he pro- 
mised something great to those who would bring‘ him to his presence; and 
many men reecived three hundred daries eaeh to” bring him: and they would 
seek him diligently on mountains and in deserts and in villages, while they 
did not find the bondman of God"; and he was pouring out. the priesthood 


L Coins. tas we said above’. - 2. G ins. ^ by his labonrs and abstinence — 3, C ^ by his industry 
in everstliimme le’. It would make better sense if we could reuder ‘readiness’ or ‘ presence! in place 
of * benelicence'; bul [fo.$ is not known in Ihis sense’ (p. 493, 1. 2, *fame'). — ^. tn the original life 
the reward is offered to any who would promise to bring him. Onr author's story is. inconsistent, 
— ». Grand promised to’. - 6, C ins, ‘and returned in shame’, 
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copiously in every district and city; so that, if anyone say that a hundred 
thousand priests were ordained by him, I do not think he will stray from the 
truth. But he raised up the faith of the chureh that had almost disappeared, 
and he contended powerfully against heresy, and lifted up the head of the 
church that was bowed down. For before the blessed man's tine the 
believers had been more than ten years without receiving the oblation, or 
having their children baptized '; for a priest coulil not show himself at all. 
And the holy blessed man both filled Syria with bishops and priests and 
magnified and strengthened the horn of the church that was laid low, and 
made bishops and priests in Persia; and he used to send eneyelical letters to 
them that were full of confirmation of the orthodox faith. For he was power- 
fn] in divine doctrine, and practised in defending the confession of orthodoxy 
(6o$0dezi2); and by speaking from the Scriptures he used to silence the 
heretics, since not even advocates (suviyopos) and? ghb-tougued men were 
able to repress his words. And from that time every city and village and 


convent of monks used to repeat ‘James, James’: and, if “the merciful? God 


1. This statement js not in the original life. — 2, C om, 
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had not had pity on his church and raised him up in it, it would almost have 
disappeared. or he stood up and preserved the faith of the apostles whieh 
was handed down by James the first bishop of Jerusalem, and filled the whole 
church with beauties, and consequently, when the parties of the orthodox 
(42053001) and of the hereties met one another, they would ask, « Who are 
vou? »; and the orthodox (62460050) would answer, « We for our part are of 
the faith of James the first of the apostles Mand he was termed brother of 
our Lord in the flesh) ', which this divine James also proclaims to us »; while 
the adversaries would answer, « Of Ephratm of Amida », or « Of John of 
Srwin »* (the patriarch opposed to God)”: and hence throughoat Syria and 
in the countries of Persia and of the Armenians the expression became cur- 
rent « We are of the faith of James »; and in Alexandria and in Egypt again 
the expression became current, « We are of Theodosius » so that on this 


A 


account the believers of Egypt were named Theodosians, aud the Syrians 


Jacobites'. And the blessed man by his manner of life and by liis innocence, 


Il. Gom. 2. John ix tod Ynořyvs near Antioch /Evasr.; iv, 38, ad fin), patr. of CP. 565-77. Ephraim 
pal. of Antioch died in 545. — 3. C om. N has the erroneous marginal nole This is the holy John 
Maro’. ^. This name probably arose out of the schism about the deprivation of Paul of Antioch 


ind is opposed to Paulites, 
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and by his keen zeal against tlie enemies, and great contests (zyov) endured 
(rom his boyhood and down to his old age showed himself a cherisher and 
upholder of the faith, and a worker of divine miracles. Once, when he was 
secretly travelling to Mt. Sinai in order to visit the saints, with one of his 
diseiples to attend upon himself, and had reached the desert region 1n the 
davs of the month of Ab' in the burning heat of the sun, and was walking 
very vigorously with divine singing for more than forty miles in a pro- 
tracted last. his disciple became thirsty, and began to feel faint; and he 
was afraid to tell his master. But, when he had become desperate and lost 
hope of lile, he called to his master, saving : « My father, help me. [Thirst 
lor water has killed me? ». And the blessed man on turning and seeing 
that he was already finished said to him : « Pray and beg merey from God 
until I come to you ». And he went from him to a little watercourse that 
was near them: and he went down on his knees, and offered supplication 
to the mereiful* God, and as the old man spoke that place shot out a spring 


of water. Then he called his disciple and said : « Drink and satisfy vour- 


]. August. — 2. CI am killed by thirsl'. — 3. C om, 
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self out of the vift of our God »'. And he drank and was strengthened. 
And fthey travelled on thanking God for his kindness. 

But, after he had returned from Mt. Sinai and come to his convent, ? he 
went to visit ihe distriets?. Now, since the church of the metropolitan city 
of Amida had been razed to the ground and fallen when the Persians devas- 
tated the city’, and had been rebuilt by order of the crown, the citizens 
wished the blessed man to consecrate it; and they came to him begging him 
to go with them; and", having consented to go,” he on his part ordered them 
to vo before him; and he himself entered the city after them. And a certain 
woman, one of the great persons of the city, was lying with paralysed limbs 
by the city gate; who when the saint passed by her continued erying and 
saving. « Sir, have merey upon me »; and he reached toward her, and took 
hold of her hand and said : « May Tour Lord? Jesus Christ heal vou, my 


daughter »; and immediately she was cured", and went into the chureh. 


1. € ins. * And the brother came and saw the water in Uie desolate place in the wilderness, and he 
wondered greatly and praised God who hears his sainls', —2. € * he exnited and praised the Lord for 
his gift. But, afterthey had reached Mt. Sinai nud he had prayed inthe holy places, and been blessed bs 
Ihe sainls There, he returned to his monastery where he had been trained. and again’. — 3. G 
ins. *of the believing peoples’. — ^. In 503, about 50 yrs. before J.’s time. * Dion. however (A. 0. G., 
H, 45) makes Ihe Persians take Amida jm 560. 5. C om. — 6, C ins, tand rose’, 
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And having entered the church he consecrated it in the customary way. 
And to many who were in the congregation God showed a miracle; for, 
while he was standing in the holy place, thev saw' hosts of angels who 
were dancing and uttering praise within the sanctuary and rejoicing in a 
song of praise. And after consecrating the church and ordaining priests 
and deacons there he departed from among them, having informed them that 
they were about to suffer tribulations. Then (i72)? after a short time certain 
persons in various cities and iu villages under the pressure of the authorities 
denied the faith of the church, and went over to the synod of Chaleedon : 
but they are forthwith chastised for the purpose of correction. For God 
sent upon the whole of Mesopotamia on aceount of the sins of men, espe- 
cially upon Charrhae fand Edessa? and Amida and Maiferkat, raging madness 
and blindness of heart, and the population became possessed by demons, 
except a few, but especially at Amida. Men wailed and jumped, and were 


1. C om. — 2%. This event is related from another source by ‘Dion.’ Nan in. R.O.C.. 0n, p. 587; 
Kleyn, Bijdrage, p. 713; cf. id., Jacobus Baradaets, p. 106) withoul mention of James and dated ind tV 
(ang). Tron)‘ Dion. it is repealed by Mich. p. 323) and in Berlin ms. Sachau 3l». C. Ss. €. O., tom IV, 
pe 831), and in the latter the intervention of J. is added, perl. from onr fest; Tn these two sources 
iL is dated in 560. ]b was perh. an outbreak of bydrophobias ef. Zach. Bho, vin Ki Theoph. 
A. M. 6008, und above, p. 579 4. 7 ome. Ree p. 606, T. 3. 
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mad and ran as if horsemen were riding after them; and they barked like 
dogs, and howled, and in their madness they bit their flesh; and, while at 
Mailerkal and at. Charrliae and at dessa it was a small matter. in the city 
of Amida great madness prevailed, especially among boys and girls. When 
then the citizens saw these things they were overcome with alllietion at thin- 
king what Ta horrible thing! hal happened to their city, and they were 
running to the same saint, and begging him with many lears to visit then. 
But the saint answered and said to them: « Ilow do vou wish the Lord to 
have merey upon you when you deny his Godhead and divide the one and 
indivisible into two natures? — Bul, if so be you will obey me, God will visit 
you». And they said : « We will do your will, our father; only deliver us 
from this grievous infliction ». And he granted their request, and rose and 
went to the city of Amida. But, when he entered? the city, those who had 


gone mad began to run away from the sight of him and seck refuge under 


i (oom. = 2.8 ins, Sinside the church and’; see below. 
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walls; and having goue into the inside of the church he brought incense 
and set it before the altar; and he ordered them to carry it over all the streets 
of their eity and the houses, and on the walls of the city all round; and the 
day was the first day of the week. But, after he had offered the oblation 
and celebrated the awful mysteries, men began to come to their senses and 
recover their intellects and praise God. Aud again at the vesper hour he 
set down incense, and prayed; and all that night he was ollering petition 
to God on their behalf. And at morning on the second day of the week 
there remained not a soul Fin that eity ! which had not been cured and come 
to its senses, and those who had been alllicted? began to utter exclamations 
ol praise to God, giving thanks and praise, and begging merey from him. 
Then the blessed man ordered them to elothe and cover? themselves in black 
for several days. And so he left the city wilh high reputation *, while all the 
multitudes praised God the lover of mankind; and he went to Maiferkat and 


to Yhella and to Edessa, and to Charrhae; and he visited them in the same 


f, , 


1 C tainong the sick’. 3. Ç ‘alt the citizens’. — 3. See p. aston. 3. — *. CU ins. " and a great 
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way; for Tthere was not' a dead man among those who had been alllicted. 
And he came and went into his monastery for a few days; and one night he 
called the blessed men the members of his convent, and said to them « My 
fathers and my brothers, let us sorrow for the Lord's people, since fit. has 
been bereft of tlie? blessed pastor Theodosius patriareh of Alexandria. and 
he has gone to the tents of the saints; for this night he committed his spirit 
to God ». Now that year was the year eight hundred and eighty-seven of 
Alexander’, 

Again too in the period before this, when Khosrau son of Kawad the 
Persian king came and laid waste the cities and villages on the Euphrates, 
and ravaged and destroved Batnae, he came also against Edessa *, and 
encamped against it to take it, and, when he was unable to do so,’ a man 
of craft in destruction whose name was Cometas, a spy, who used to teach 
Khosrau all kinds of evil plans against Syria*, advised him to order his 


l. Som. C in place of this clause has ‘for none of those who sutfered in thìs atlliclion died’. — 
2. C tthere has been taken from us our’. — 3, 576. Really he died in 566; see p. 486, n. 6. — 


^.555. Bul Balnae was taken in 540, when lie took a ransom front Edessa withoul besieging il (Proc. , 
Bell. M, xil, XXV). — 5. € ins. ‘on account of the numbers of people in il and the strength of the 


wall. he was troubled: and’. — 6. C ‘the excellent people of the Syrians‘. 
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forces to build houses! against the city and Mo reduce it to straits as he 
actually did?. |— But, when the citizens heard of this contrivauce, "they were 
running to the same holy James; for he? had arrived in the city a short time 
before, and it became known to discerning men that God had brought him 
to save the city. „And accordingly the Hdesseues came to him and said : 
« Our saintly father, offer supplication to God, that he may save H’ from 
this man and the? impious kingdom ». And the blessed man said to them : 
e Fear not, ve of little faith*. Only believe in our Lord. This night God 
will drive him away like Sennacherib from Jerusalem; and at daybreak none 
of the Persians shall be found in your borders». And the blessed. man 
prayed all that night; and at midnight Khosrau saw” horses of fire’, aud 
horsemen * elad in flame saving to him : « Rise depart from our city; and, 
if also you have not done so when the sun rises, we will slay you and all 


your army ve Aud, when this vision had appeared to WKhosrau, ‘a stern 


l. Goins. fontside (he wall and towers’. — 2. mak cpt spoil of a. 33.6! Thi dieser 
trembled and was disturbed. but the blessed J.. — 4. Ste N. € cusi — 25. C ceruac man aud his’. — 
6, Malthe. vit, 28, — 7. Noom 6 dus. ca fearful vision. — 8, Note. 
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voiec eried ! aud alarmed his forees and they retired from the city Tin great 
fear?. Then the saints word was being carried into. effect, and the Lord 
saved that city by his prayers. Now there was in the same city among the 
distinguished men a cerkun blind man; and he heard of the blessed man's 
miracles, and went to lim by the help of some of his servants, and said to him 
« Sir, have mercy upon me as your Lord had merey on Timaeus Bar Timaeus 
the blind man, and crant me in his name to see Hight, in order that his name 
may he elorified because of mo ». And, when the blessed man heard. these 
words, he wept for sorrow; and he was strongly moved in his spirit? and 
sald : « Come near to me and see the Lord's glory». Aud he came near to 
him; and he plaeed his right hand on his eyes and said, « Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, fashtoner of our frame, indivisible, oue, Only one, in thy name may 
the pupils of this thy bondman see light». And the same hour that blind 
man saw: and the multitudes marvelled, and they praised God and continued 


saving: « Truly this is a divine mans’. Aud he lelt the city and went to 


I. Go the eried with a loud voice’. — 2. 6 cand, when the day broke, none of the Persians was 
found round the eily’. — 3. Jolin, Ar, 383. — ^. Luke, AAT, ^7. 
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«reet the blessed men of the divine convent of Bar Xphthonia'; lor he loved 
it greatly on account of its virtues: and, haying entered the convent, he 
both filled up the ranks of the priesthood and did what was customary? 
(for it had recently been built). But oue day, while he was otlerimg the 
oblation, a certain Saracen who had recently been baptized was present 
there; and he saw that fire came down from heaven, and saw tongues of 
flame hovering over the oblation, and hosts of angels with bowed? head 
belore the divine sacrifice*: and he saw that. whenever anyone received the 
oblation, they wrote his name in the book of life: and that barbarian believed, 
and praised God. 

And the blessed man left the convent and went to visit the churches in 
Asia; and he visited all the believers? with the divine word, and proclaimed 
ihe news of the gospel (sdayyer.0v) to near aud far. Having appeared in the 
world like the great Paul, and completed his ministry, and perfeetly kept 


the Futh*. he assisted God's church for à spaee of forty vears. favie 
l uon g 
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received ordination during the years of Justinian king of the Romans, The 
was living! down to the years of Tiberius the king the successor of Justin’; 
and during these forty years his steps did not pass away from the paths of 
righteousness, nor his tongue from the divine words. But, when he had 
reached advaneed old age, a certain seandal-causing calamity sprang up in 
the chureh, through the faet that Paul ihe patriarch and the saint? also 
were zealous for the Lord: and, in order thal a scandal might not arise 
within tlie church, the blessed James made a secret. resolve lor the sake of 
(he correction of the believers to go as far as Alexandria’: and he took with 
him cight other bishops and hastened to Alexandria as T said; for Chis 
inteution was a seeret® from everyone., And, as they were journeying along 
he road. they reached a luge monastery on Ihe frontier of Egypt called 
that of Casium?.— And, when they had gone into the monastery and fput 
up” and praved, the saint spoke and ERI to those with him : « Pray, my 
brothers, since the Lord showed me that bere | aud three of you will depart 


L Con. —2 (oc dustinian’. ames d. 30. Juls, 578. Miel, p. 368; C. 8.0. 0., lor, IV, p. 1%) 
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from the hfe of timo ». And after he had said these words at daybreak one 


of the bishops who were with bin died, who was formerly archimandrite of 


the convent of Karthiunin': and the holy old man /stood up and? offered the 
oblation for him. And again Sergius his syncellis who also had become a 
bishop fell siek and died. And after three days The himself? delivered up 
his soul to God, Ton the day ou* which God commanded Mit; and again after 
him his? deacon also, and all these in twelve days, so that meu were reduced 
to astonishment and wondered. And the report went out over (he countries 
‘that the light of the church had been extinguished. And his companions, 
overcome with wonder, returned to Syria in greal sadness. Bat the monks 
of the convent of Casium taid? the blessed man lin a collin (yrossózouov) and 
took possession of him? with great honour. ‘Then the whole of Svria sor- 
rowed over the oll man’s death; and many eame to his monastery and were 


visited. And the people of tlie? city of Thella also sullered many distresses 


I, Nee p ME Mod; op. 8S, n.o à. — 2. C ets Soe this divine Tight of all the werkt the blessed 
J. fell sich and died and’, 5, Gould at the Tne ath — 5. C Alet thee weary man should rest from 
his labour this second Panl and bwe disaple and vowbalant for rebgion was ealliered to his heb 
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al being deprived of the saint s bones; and so they were always asking for 
his pravers; and the power of God would visit them; to whom be glory and 


honour and worship, for ever and ever. Amen! 
The history of dames the bishop written by Mar John of Asia is ended, 


1 


A WRITING or! Mar Cyriac gpisnor or LOMBA ABOUT THUE SAME” NOLY 


Mar JAMES’. 


When then Mar James the bishop from the holy convent of Fsiltha had 
departed to our Lord a considerable time before, and the patriarch Mar 
Athanasius had arisen upon the see of Peter the great*, Phocas king of the 
Romans again expelled the orthodox (92023929). bishops from their sees aud 


appointed herettes^, but by the judemerts of God the Persian king Khosrau 


2 
[Lo dus. ‘the holy’. — 2. C * Marde, how the bones of the’. — 3. €. ins. came from Ihe monastery 
of Cassimin fo fis monastery’, — 4. Se. the apostle, nof surely, as M. Kugener thinks, (he patriarch Peter 
of. Gulliuieus, 5. Nothing is hnown of this, and in. Phocas! time (here were no Monophysiles in 
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son of Iformizd eame and took all the country east of the Euphrates m war! ; 
and by God's provision fand queen SInrin’s advice he? expelled the bishops 
of Chaleedon from the cities east of the Euphrates, and appointed orthodox 
(G9fede20) bishops in their places, viz. in Amida Mar Samuel, aud in Edessa 
Mar Isaiah, and in Rhesaina Mar Addai, and in Vhella Mar Zakkhai; aud so 
in every district and eity ^, while they agreed in everything with the blessed 
patriarch. At this same time therefore. when Mar Zakkhai bishop of Thella 
had heard and learned of the holiness of the blessed Mar James. he was 
zealous for the Lord aud for thal holy soul aud exerted and bestivred himself, 
and sent [our blessed men from his convent, and two of the clergymen of the 
eitv (and le supplied them with a swift animal and money: to voto the monas- 
tery of Casini in whieh he fell asleep, fand steal lim’ thence. And he laid 
down a law (vóuszi for them as to how they should act and dispatched them. 
Now those who went were sent in the year nine hundred and thirty-three of the 
Greeks?. And at the same time fferaelius king of the Romans’ came, and 


took all the country east of tlie Euphrates, and drove the Persians as far as 
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Nisibis which is on the frontier’. And? the members of the monastery went 
in the days of the devout Mar Stephen who was termed Shbiliya?; and, having 
gone and arrived at the monastery of Casium, they went into the monastery 
and prayed Fand came near? and were blessed by the holy Mar James, and 
bv? the brothers of the house. And on being asked whither they were 
travelling they answered « We are envoys of the church of Syria to the pope 

f. Alexandria. » ‘Then they were received with much honour. When then” 
they had remained there two days, fin accordance with a plan aud trick that 
had been concerted by them on the way,‘ one of “hese monks, * the envoys, 
setup a wall being possessed by a demon? and foaming Fand went out of lis 


mind And his companions began to be distressed and weep; aud in 


sorrow they went on to fasten their companion to the sarcophagus of the 


|. 622-0 — 2, € "ol the Greeks aud the Persians. And D. instituted a persecution against the 
chure, because hp. Isaiah of Edessa did not give the oblation lo the hing in the great church of 
Lilessa, hbecause the bishop demanded of die hing thal, unless he anathematized the synod of 


Chalecdon in writing. be did uel vive him the oblation i316. Aud for this reason Christians 
williont number who stood dirin and held fast were oppressed; and those who did not show 
enetanes returned to the heresy of Ghalecdon. At Chat tinie^; ef. Mieh., p. ut — 3, Se. tthe man 
or the path? 7). — 4. Gom. — 0. Gt erected’. — 65, Coins. thes were travelling on the road, they deli- 
berated fhns : 5 As soon as we reach (he donastery, one of. as will purposely have a seizure, that 
on this preteat we may be able to approach the place where the saint is ». And, when’. — 7. G ^con- 
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holy Mar dames, in order that The might learn how! to steal that holy body, 
while his companions fon his account slept? with him close by the sarcophia- 
gus itsel. But during the melt they would bore, and in the day cover the 
borings that they had made. And, when the task lad become easy for them, 
they took the keys (zie) of the monastery to themselves, that their task 
might be easily aceomplished*. Then they sail to the members of the 
monastery of Casium, « We, sirs', sinee we have a letter with us, cannot 
remain here with this sick man‘: but we will leave one of us with him and 
aswilt animal, in order that, when the Lord pleases and he recovers, he may 
quickly join us at Alexandria, in the holy convent of Marth Zoila^, but pray 
lor us ». And, having gone thence, they came as far as Palestine ou their 
return: and the man who had feigned madness aud his companion rose by 
night and took the body of the holy Mar dames, and wrapped it in silk 
shrouds, and came on the swift animal to their companions in Palestine 
according to the agreement that they had made with one another. 
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|3aoz."9| arse 9 aoo. — 7. s pl — SN. t exige. — 9, (€ MXooro [Autaads9q frtmsag. — 
1o, (i kaob. — 1]. C HMezase. — 12. (€ 0 oia anpa geo — 13. C6 oa, NS ise -has haola oa 
[QSsm08y he» pasttio usili — pc MAW Daa amwa dos AN o5. þisaso \Lasooll. 


But the blessed men the members of the monastery of Casium, when 
they rose in the morning and saw that the saint’s body had been taken 
away, lifted up their voice in weeping aud in sobs; and they went in all 
directions alter them. and did not find them’; and they returned to their 
monastery mourning. But the blessed inen departed from Palestine, them- 
selves and the elerzvmen, and rapidly arrived at the city ol Thella, car- 
rying his holy body with them. And, when the bishop? and the clergy 
and. the citizens” heard of it, they went to meet it with lights and incense 
and songs of praise, and carried it round the whole city, accompanying it 
with spiritual odes, and chants of the Holy Spirit. And then they’ wrapped 
it round and laid it in This monastery, the convent of Fsiltha, in the temple 
which the saint had built iu his hfetnme’, and it is there for the assistance 


and healing of all meu*, and Tor the honour and praise of Christ his* God : 


l. GC anMhing'. — 2. C * bisliops ". — 2, € men of his city’. — *. Cins. "eame to his monastery and’. 
— 5. G Sib with greal honour, sinee he had been eduealed and trained in it, in the monastery of 
Psillha'. The date was probably 21 Mar., 622, 4. is celebrated on 21 Mar.. 31 July, and 23. Nov.; 
and, as 31 July is die day of his death or burial, and 28 Noy. arises from à confusion with J. of 
Lalman, 21 Mar. is probably the date of his (ramshilion, and was in facta Snuday in 622, — 6. € ^ who 
lake refuse ab his eottin'; — 7. € cour’. 
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kastol 9 a “cise y> waiasflo ods loài oto TET 
eol S ys So «Pao Jao : 30130050 S 


“sepia; danas saps, Ql hard Aon 


Je Nolo ferro oval wires Jla draws "ioi Ja c! NN] 
Jos Naa Jass Aay Jos sos bloli 0 Mn PRX Lm 95 Joss 
445.00 20 «allo «9S6 


LoG os. aa Py Se Sivas HS CS bad, „Ussia ooms [D> caos upo fos 
[ats ,oo 352 ea. "The eoloplion following isin S only. — 2. Tus. aboye in sume hand, 


to whom and to his Father with Ins‘ Holy Spirit be praise and honour 


and worship fand exaltation, now and always and? for ever and ever. Amen! 


The history of "Mar James bishop af Edessa? is ended, 


This history was written by the industry of Mar Theodosius presbyter and 
stylite of the monastery of Fsiltha, in the days of Mar Stephen, archi- 
mandrite of the same convent, in the year a thousand and tifty-two 

of Selencus t. 


[6 dios Ep 3. G*llie holy Mar J. of Psiha who is Bard cana. his prayer be with us 


in both worlds). — 5. 741. This colophon comes from 5 only. See Introd. 


VOCABULARY 


VUE tb ar as dion Pc 
:v9254 « hospice 507. ult. Cl, porua below. 

Cana aaan, == GROG T,OLKGY 208. 10 (ms. aama |: tiep ER TIS qe T 
lbs]. abel — von command 75. WL; 0^9. 8 see note 2 on transl.). 


: gtabhov alt, 2. 5 1, 5 ms. sel]. 





ejeam|  : oxeuxcioy udensil IO 100, A, 

tas;o] fem. GOO. 1. 

amm doy, Y 285. ^, Perk. an emph. form.: see pagr above. 

kopal ttentness ^U^, ^, 

oso Na» lil. Sof my Jord's house’, appy. men who performed certain menial ollices in 
monasteries 361. 6 see nole); 263, 6: 304. G; 365, 7. 

no = po worn garment 209, 0: 217, 4. 

ege wo pol run very fast? lit. distunce many 526, ^. 

wat) te packed tightly ?; ^15. 8. 

Res (PL Ue Idi Scc Nole 

Nba Mt bereaved fusion 685. 7. 

ly become manifest 189. 6. 

bs cipe space 132. 10, See Smith. s. v. pag: 

haway fearful nature 8. 10. CE Sey.. Select Letters, 145. 12. Sm. admirabilitas. 

Capg = qoasi Dond 11. 7. Sm. and Brockelm. cite lexx. only. 

Jawai. aauan. = Stansted, Svxkovicov vestry 103. penult. ; 572. 2. Sm. lexx. only. 

Jo: scouring 7) 302, 8, Drockelm. olera pura. 

vemasxeo Augo 212. ^. 

ib throw 217. 20. 

So) post up. 7) 320, 0, 

Nail in confined fashion ^us. 10. 

Ln, ave at with inf. Tollowing) 410. 7. 

poi. body of s. gentry 183. 10. 

pay heap of débris) ? 566. ult. 

ha smear with ace. of thing smeared and o preceding thing on which it ts sneared) 
DTE 

sei be formed iof a slain) 550., 10, 

Lasas comluctor GO, 10. Sm. lexx. only. 

ex, dsk like zusôgvouat 59.9; Pek. 7; 149. penult; 151. 4; 2:53. 03 9 4. 

nhas angrily 05:3. 1. 

soja» — ys; GAS. 8. Sm. lexx. only with obsenre interpretation. 


we axatl slop al, rest content with W2, 12. 


(621) VOCABULARY, 


-ma3oaicms —— 650207 12 ATO. 19. Cf. J5era 1a | above. 
«43e obscure word probably denoting some utensil 191. t. 
wopuapss - uitxvotas prostrations 20%, ult. 


haa» = nnz, denoting au irrigation engine. then a plot so irrigated. >00. 5. ser 


note). 
has overshadowed 236. ult. Sin. lexx. only. 


Nhat over a wide area 5102.5. 


- 


wy scour (7) 247. penult. Sm. Brockelm. aufugit, ecpugnasit. 
wp Pael plant 553. ult. Sm. cites Hexaplar only. 


r haw on the other side at 298. 7; 387. 7 see notes). 


Hae -— mo: ever 435. 5: ^35. 9. Sm. Dr. connect with root gos contempsit . but 


ye aed d. 


this needs a forced meaning and different meanings in the two passages. 
unquam. 

wastes --. mopvas O41, S. 

wars divide among 5^0. 1. 


laxo = rza paved precinct (2) 33; 


le 
. 


NJ aasase Jut ruriousty 5^3. 14. 


jams gap (in mountains. 132. 11. 
M^ A 


NI pa 4. raas If you please, be so good as to 79. LO; S0. ^; LOG. 11; 363, 11; 3 


334: 2395119 5042-6: 
apas MS. Biakas == mtatodsx embroidery ? 238. ull. see note. 
We po discover 128. 0; 130. ult. 
fonamas = 5581521 Slap 516. 10. See waso below. 
Suwanee (TIS. adoseaapo = xatyyouutvioy womens gallery 330, X, 
geo go Saxo (nothing whalever 173. 8. 
wamo — 4990003 Slups, 513. 5. Dr. mssi. See tarmac above. 
voral be laid out for burial 108, 9. 
lax name of a tree. perh. syagrus, 30. 11 see note. 
Nout. Soul be bruised, be buffeted, 181. 1. 328. 5. 


PUR 


INDEX ' 





Aaron, 430-444, 448. ^^t. 


Abarne, 417. 

Abba, 
Jo1:953. 

Abhi, 213- 

Abraham, anchorite, 200, 300, 

Ar'a Rabtha. 


of convent of lohn Urtaya, 
241. 


archim. 
SU Tete EU od. 
220); 

— archim. of 56-250, 
FEES S 

l, archim. ofeonventofJolin Urtaya, 


Oo 973 


— H, do. See A., bp. of the Urtaye. 
— Ill, ithe shepherd), do. 559-563, 
DOT. 

tr Ped Sort, 


136. 


22077302, a6. 


hp. of Amida, 96, 101, 105, 
bp. of the Urtaye, 
deacon, 


layman and recluse, 118-124. 


^5(-^4598. 
— presbyter, 445-440. 


DA EU 


Absolution, 334, 
Addai, anchorite, 299, 300. 
— bp. of Rhesaina, 615. 
— chorepiscopus, 124-1:34. 
— deacon, 265. 
Acthiopia, king of, 155 


APRES M 004. 


Agapetus, pope, 20-25, 30, 31. 

‘Aina da Frakha, 505. 

Alabanda, 204, 

Alexandria, [505 190. IG 203 320. 3371319; 
MONG hot ail. Wine all leat ORC ORO, 


580, 602, 612, G17; difliculty of ordimation 
at, 
at, 
DBA: pope of, 516: 
ETT 
Aulda, 101. 


Is. L 


BM A bane: at, 428: John of Eph. 


336, 532, 563: mouophysite bps. at.317, 


territory of, 325, 384, 


160, 181, 184 


aa62358. 550, 


377; 803, 51; 


588, 004-606, 607, 


The referenees are to the bracketed munbers. 





615; convents of, 84, 221, 240, 200, 300, 
301, 319, 390, 405-421, 552-573 ; province 
of, 416, territory of, 56, 91, 109, 190, 
niv 

Anastasius, emperor, 142, 143, 137, 567. 

104, LESS. 761. 2905 


mayer 


ed 1 


Anchorites (pis, 102, 


313, 357, 42A. 


Andrew. convent ol, 387. 
Anthemius, palace of i: ‘AvOsptov , 329. 
Anthimus, patr. of CP., 482-485. 
Anlioch (in Caria), 448. 
— (in Syria), 207, 25^ , 293, 520, 469- 
471, 483, 003; 518, 586., 5S7. 


Antoninus, 

Antony, bp. in Syria, 587. 

Anzetene, 125, 135, 158, 383, 417, 
aus 

Aphrodistas, 50^. 

Me 28, 379, 350, 


bp. in Syria, 587. 


-9 --Q 
453, 908, 


AToxpice ^02. 


Apocristarius, ^53. 
Arta Rabtha, 56. 457. 
Arab; 582, 419, 020. 


Arabia, 490, 500, 584. 


Archbishop, 156, 320, 458, 502, 50^ 

Armenia, 104, 28^, 293, 204, 208, 317, 475. 
500, 570, 355, 602. 

Arsacids. 286. 

Arsamosata, 159. 

Arzun (Arzen), £45, 317, 340. 

Ascalon, 3^2. 

Asia. 333. 335. 448. 457. ^75. 479. 500. 503, 
500. 550. 28^. 585. 588. GIL. 


Athanasius. patr. of Antioch. 614, 615. 
Babai. catholicus of Seleucia. 145. 1^7. 148 
28^ (see note). 204. 
Banker (sgansttvaczj. 11. 

Bar Daisan. 139. 155. 


2791 


Bar Deba. 572 


Balabitene |(?;. 


[623] 


Bar Nbyl. archim. of Fy tr. t 
Barhadbshabba. 456-458. 
Bassian, 450-453. 
Bassus. convent of. 502. 537. 
Batnae, 608. 

bd hy re 232. 5370. 
Bell (for services), 
Berytus, 254. 

Beth Arsham. 152. 
Deth Bar 
Beth Gubrin (Eleatheropolis’. 


Beth Marka. ^25. 


215. 357 


 rubtlia, 562, 


y 
Do». 


Beth Musika. 224. 
Beth Rwimnt’ 450. 
Beth Shurla. 197. 
Beth Urtaye. 135. See also * Urtaye" 
Bostra. 554. 
tbwbnt. re. 
Byzantium, 475. 


Bzy (Bwzy}. convent of. 502. 087. 
Caesarea in Palestine). 335. 
[2555,27 


i; convents of. 537 


Caesaria. 53 556. 537. 
Callinieus. 313. 382, 

Cappadocia. t30. 290, 577, 
Caria, 448; 479, 500, 504, 585. 


Casium, convent of, 612. 613, 615-613. 


se 


1120. 


200. 993. 


Castrensis, 540-5145, 


Catechumenia (ol a eliurcli. 5530. 

145. 147, 143-151. 

Cellarer of a bishop . 192. 

Cellia. 38^. 

Chaleedon, ata; synod of. 98, 126, 187, 
312. 178, 483, 454, 500, 546, 384.5 


Catholicus, 


294. 
605. 
Chalcedonians, 312, 461, 477, 575. 
615. See also ` Synodites’. 
Chalcis. See 
Chamberlain, 
535, 237, 546, 
Chancellor, 543. 


ISO, 504 
' kenneslirin '. 


^51-^433, 436, 437, 


s 


218. 
‘Oratory’ and‘ Marty 
Charrhae, 502, 587, 605-007, 
Chartulary, 543. 

337, 500, 503. 507-500, 282, 588. 
Chorepiscopus, 12^, 125, 158. 160, 204. 
Cilicia, 3325, 475, 500-502. 


Chapel of eonvent,, 204, Dos AO NOU. 


See also 


Chios, 


INDEN, 


213. 
90, 


Lil 
oO, 409, 


Is, ae 


-1 
~i 


L- 


Claudias. 232, 
OOS, 
Conon, bp. of Tarsus, 495, 501, 50 
Constanlina, See * Thella d Mauzlath’. 


200. 2535 4 0G Dads 
| Cometas, 


D A A 





Constantinople, 21, 26, 142, d ISS, 207, 
Apos 230 a9 K doe nt eL atlas 
rOl, ee a d MAG, ^as lE 
A07, 408, toD Pact ES Od T a 


589, 595. 
Count, 459, 462; 


| Cosmas, 97, DGN, 572. 





Cosmiana, archimandritess of convent of 


Caesaria, 537. 

[o2 quse 
Co-sponsor, 595. 

Cyprus, 50. 500, 355. 
bp. of Amida 61^. 
ANG-4608. 


Cosimo, 


Cyriac, 

— «deacon, 
Cyrus, bp. of Edessa, 139. 
Cyzicus, 473. 
Dada, archim. of Pytr. 6. 


Daniel, archim. of convent of thems3 v k^, 452 
' > 


fo, ti 
— presbyter, 445, 447, 448. 
Dara, 373, 420, 467, DSS. 
Darie, 494, 548, 551, 600. 
Deaconess, 194. 
Demoniacs, 15. 15. 43. 604, 05, 222. 223, 593, 
605-607. 616. 
Denarins, A30, 100, 212, 215, 203, 376 
Dereus; 35, 320. 
Guxxoyta, 467, ^73. 
Ounaoveagy, otaxoving, 103, 373. 
Dimet, bp. of Laodieca in Syria, 502, 587. 
|, (i Dorylaeum, 588. 
| Kast dioecesis ÖOrientis\, X0, TRE 191, 207, 
25250 eee ee PALE AE E T ETN EEE 
district near Amida’, 417. 
| Edessa, 159, 293, 5105. 384, 590. oul, 005- 
610, 615. 
ldessenes, convent of the, 221, 500, 555, 
| Ayepov (vovernor!, 51^. 
Bon Pll St, 9. TEE SO. car Duo, 0s 





ados, Dd ops 
See * Be 
Kijal of Dara, 3723, 474, 


245 


Eleutheropolis. ‘th Gubrin . 


ine QUE 
s= EIE CESTA 


trader, 


376 INDEX. [024] 


J 
lneyelical letters, 601. | llormisda. palace of. 398. 474-476. 
Ennaton. 325, 384, 2^3. | lMours. 132. 204. 215. 410.515: (services), 
Iphesus. 336, 507, 505, 588. zl hoe OS D70 0915, 3910: 994.-25 3; 
Ephraim. patr. ol Antioch, 351. 29%, 320, | 280, 361, 3563. 364. 381. 402, 407. ^08. 413. 
2a ely OC 505 99D. DU, | AW. 4^0, 550, 593. 607. 
Eugene, bp. of Seleucia in Isauria, ^95, | Hula, 135. 454. 
501., 587. llundredweight of gold (xeveavxgvov), 212,430- 
Mulogia, 341 isee note. 432. 548. 550. 
lnnomius, hp. of Amida, 503, 588. | Huns. 19. 20. 80:82. t15. 245. 


lluts. convent of the. 553. 571. 

Hayne 214. 260. 460. 
Ignatius. bp. of Antioch, 312. 321 ; cited, 321. 
Il yrieum. 506. 


luphemia. 166, 167. 171-186. 

Iustace, arehiin, of F'siltha. 576, 577. 

l;utvehianists, 158. 

l-xcubitors, 28. 

l'ardaisa. 122. Ingila. bp. of, 98; territory of (Ingilene). 56, 
407. 423. 443, ^57. 558. 


Isaac ol Dara. 466-469. 


fathers. convent of the. 545. 

Follis, 526, 

Fstltha. convent of. 488. 576. S8t. 582. 594 
597. O98, 6035, 61^-616, GIS. G19, 


Isaiah. bp. of Edessa. 615. 
Isauria 475. 500. 501. 585. 
I y daft Ishakuni Bar Tire y. 191. 
Gadara near Amida | 467. Isidore. bp. ot Nenneshrin (Chalcis). 189. 
CHAZ, 323: 3432, 

Golgotha. [67- tot. 


Gordiana. convent of, 448, 


— martyr, 507. 
Izla. 419. 420, 573. 589. 
Jacobites, 002, 
Greece, 506, dames Burd ‘ana’. bp. of Edessa. 488-504. 

508. 509, 574-618, 
— St.. bp. of lerusalem, 602. 
— monk. 220-228. 


Greek language. 459. ^61. 582, 
Creeks 2925 ie 


Gumtha. 418. 589. 


aeann M — M —— a a m a a 








ry] m, conventol: 95. Jerusalem. 167. 170. 183. 34t. 342, 500, 

Halhih arehim. of Fy tr. 4-19. 33. ^00. ^6L-|. 20399095. 

llala. 390-599, Jews 00: 1022115234 2AL 4205 090; 

lamimtha hot springs). 224. 335. ^17. Job, archim. of convent of Jolin Urtaya. 556. 

llananya. 17. 35. John. son of Aphthonia, convent of, 502. 587, 

llanina | Hananya . convent of. 502. 587. oll. 

Harha. 581. —  Urtaya , archim. of convent of John 

larfat. 158-166. Urtaya. 551. 355; convent of. 1. 197, 198, 

Jlebdomadarii iservitors . 62. 221. 280. 379. 214. 249. pU. AUT. AnA. 50%. 505. 552- 
39 EEA E DOLEO, 573. 555. 

llephaestopolis. 524. 325. — bp. of Chios. See’ Nashisl’. 

Heraclea in Honorias? or in Thraec?. ^73. |. — bp. of Dara, 588. 613. 

Herachus. emperor. 615, — bp. of Ephesus. inlaney, 61-64: in con- 

Hereth Bae Gabala. Arab king. 409. 572.) vent of Maro. 72. 26-79. 100; moves to 
380. 53^. convent of John Urtaya, 84. ^06. 407. 505: 

Miha. bp. of Edessa. 130. at Lz sn. 217-220: 228, 260, 263, 415. 416; 

Hierapalis. See * Mabbng’. EN 19t, 196. 197, 199-209, 249, 251. 

Hirtha Nu * man. 145. o 25%, 255-259, 360, 361, 370, 570, 371; 
— of the Saracens, 500. V visits to Egypt. 209-211. 335, 336. 340. 


Hinana, 70. 242. ah, O R aT 9023, 


[625] 


INDEX. 


250 


to CP., 32, 33, 211, 380-382: in exile, 44- | Nayuma, convent of, 502. 
oo, I31- 13^, 291, 202, 505, 506; in house | Kenneshrin (Chalcis), 502, 537. 


of Probus, 155, 137. 158; in CP., 94, 95, | xevryyzouov. 


520, 


479, 


Di1, 512, 525-531, 539-542, 550; mis- 
sion to pagans, 444, 438, 449, 456, 458. 
479, 503, 509, 539, 550, 588; his convent 
in CP., 463, 464, A60. 507, 509, 510; 
ordained deacon, 319; bishop, 503, 588: 
intercourse with asceties and others, 116, 
164-166, 266-278, 283, 300, 373. 430; 
works, 1-4, 405, 419, 420, 588. 

John, bp. of Ilepliaestopolis, 325-339. 

bp. of kenneshrin /Clialeis;, 502,587. 

bp. of Pergamum, 503, 588. 

bp. of Seleucia in Syria. 502, 587. 

bp. of Sura, 502. 587. 

bp. of Thella (Constantina , 228, 311, 

324, 338, 339, 499, 582. 

imperial chamberlain, 547, 552. 

chamberlain to Caesaria, 537-539. 

(the Nazirite), monk of Zuknin, 36-55. 

(of Sirimis), patr. of CP., 602. 

presbyter, 511-524, 

St. (the Apostle), church of at Eplie- 

sus, 330, 337. 

— satrap of Balabitene (?) 

295), 294-296. 


— 
— 


— 


(Land, n, 


Jonathan, areliim. of convent of John Ur- 
taya. 555, 556. 

Julian, bp. of Alabanda, 504. 

bp. of Ilalicarnassus. 483. 

Justin I, emperor, 187. 189, 284 7. 

I], emperor. 436. 611. 


Justinian, emperor. 21-28. 35, 127, 189. 
995, 318. 332, 373. 413. 420, 0528-4305 
436, 437, 439, 478, 484-486. 488. 547, 
501, 570, 579.903. 504. 00, G12; his 
death, 486. 404. 572. 

Kalesh, 56, 84, 90, 91, 110. 


xanehauxta, 506. 

Karhe, 229. 

Karthamin, convent of, 502, 587. 

Kashish (John), bp. of Chios. 444. 504-510. 
588. 

záotowua, 225 ‘ef. 306). 

Kawad. king of Persia. 142. 143. 
150, 563, 364. 566. 


Park: OR. — T. XIX. — FL 3. 


‘See Hundredweicht’. 


328, 337, 400, 401, 440-442, 478.! Khosrau I, king of Persia, 156. 157. 608- 


610. 
IT. king of Persia. 61^, 615. 
Ksot. 486. 


Kyra Maria. 567. See also ‘Mary. St.’ 

Kyrie eleeson. 414. 

587. 

Leontius, 443-445, 448. 440. 

Libya. 190, 349. 384. 

Lord of the world 
2025 453; 

Lycaonia. ^75, 500. 


l.aodicea (in Syria), 502, 


= sacred elements’, 


Lycia. 500. 

Lydia, 333. 479. 

Mabbug /lHierapolis . 383. 

Magians. 141. 142. 14%. 147. 148. 153. 

Magister. See ‘Master of the ollices’. 

Magistrians. 207. 

Maiferkat | Martyropolis'. 11, 457, 605-607. 

Malkha, 360-372. 

Mama, convent of, ^06. 568: palace of. 208. 
42. 509. 

Mani. 138, 139. 

Manichees, 158. 

Marcion. 139. 

Marde. 228, 317, 584^. 

Mare, bp. of Amida, 187-192, 194-105. 
— the solitary. monk of Beth Marka. 
427-499. 442; sepulchre of at CP., 422. 
42375838. 5311 14971590. 5203. 490 es ee 


(Mari, monk of lula, 135-137, 453, 


AOA. 
Mari, archimandrite, 453-455. 
Maria of Amida, 171, 172, 174-177. 
of Antioch, 510-518, 521-525. 
the Armenian, 286. 290, 297, 208, 


182-186. 


JMarmitha (division of the Psalms), 20 4. 

Maro. archim. of Arta Rabtha, 50-85, 98- 
101, 197. 

archim. from Palestine, 330. 

child, 7 

Martyropolis. See ‘Maiferkat’. 

Martyr'siechapeh 48, 91,93: 122,102, 323, 
99 ad: g517 119,450, 5350. 054 On ka 


19 


280 
307-360. 
chapel of, 91, 


Mary (the anchorite), nun, 
— S4. (the Virgin), martyr's 
92, 567. 

of Thella, 166-171, 181, 183, 

Alarzban, 147, 450, 151. 

Master of the offiees (magister), 28. 

Master of the soldiers (stparqhatys), 189. 

Melitene, 377, 419. 

Menas, patr. of CP., 28. 328. 

, convent of, 209, 345, 557. 

Mendis (Mendia , 190, 209, 346, 587. 

Mesopotamia, 183, 511, 598, 605. 

gevdvowx (prostration in token ol penitence, 
204. 

wéromov, 560. 

Metropolitan, 
588. 

Mimc-actors, 512, 513, 515, 516, 523. 

Mina, 168, 443. 

Mishael, 546, 547, 

Mitylene, 500, 585. 

Monasticism, admission to, 120, 121, 
283, 359, 383, 440, 447, 461, 576. 

M‘*rbn’, 230. 

Msyk’, convent of the, 455. 

Mule (siege-contrivance), 563. 

Mzyqn (utensil, 191. 

Narda, 558. 

Nazirites, 90; 40, 104, 111. 136, 219, 453. 

Nestorians, 138, 140, 142, 145, 146, 152, 157 
158. 

Nestorius, bp. of CP., 

Nirba dSkw, 

Nisibis, 139, 153, 616. 

N-ns;285 

Notary, 187, 188. 

Nu'man, tribe of, 140. See also *lHirtlia d 
Nu'man’. 

Nut, convent of the, 

Oratory, 112, 121. 

Ordination, 226, 227, 314-320, 322, 327, 328, 
332-334, 336, 444, 445, 447, 487, 490, 491, 
494-504, 509, 578, 584-589, 600, GUL, 011. 

Orientals, convent of the, 566, 

242, A44 


185, 186. 


187, 333, 502, 583, 587, 


"i 
523, 


551, 552. 


278- 


138. 


505. 


570. 


Pagans, conversion of 152, AAS, 
AND, 456-458, 479, 503, 509, 588. 


Palestine, 190, 337, 349, 500, 563, 584, 617. 


INDEX: 


Palestinian, 325. 
Pall (bishop's), 484. 
Palm-leaves (used in manufacture,, 190, 508. 
Patchwork garment, 102, 319, 423, 489, 580, 
581, 591, 599. 
Patrician, 157, 189, 191, 531, 537, 543. 
Paul of Antioch, 469-474. 
— archim. of Surtha, 111-118, 424-426. 
(of Samosata), bp. of Antioch, 


20. 


—  -— bp. of Aphrodisias, 504. 
(of n monk, 566, 567. 


$2, 487, 488, 503, 588, 


— LÁ 


— patr. of Antioch, 4 

612. 

— presbyter, 157, 158. 
Penance, 228, 240, 33^, 300. 
Pergamum, 503, 588. 
Perrhe, 419, 
Persia, 12; 59, 138, 

37. 390, 1 00950) 

584, 589, 601, 602 : 

146, 152, 153, 594 

‘ Khosrau’); queen of, 157, 615. 
Persians, 138, 139, 152, 153, 565-567, 604, 

609, 615; school of the, 139. 

Pestilence, 212, 261, 437, 531. 
Peter (the Iberian), bp. of Majuma, convent 


141, 145, 146, 156, 157, 
37^, 377, 457, 491, 578, 
king of, 142, 143, 145, 


(see also ‘Kawad’ and 


of, 325. 


— bp. of Smyrna, 503, 543-545. 

bp. of Tralles, 503, 588. 

St. the apostle , seeofatAntioch, 614. 
Petra, 188. 

Phocas, emperor, 614. 

Phoenice Maritima, 325. 

588. 


Photius, 543, 54^, 
Phrygia, 479, 500. 
Pilgrims, pegumoen 
34052051. 506. 507. 
Pontus, sea of, 473 
Pope (of Alexandria), 516. 
417. 


(peregrination), 1, 3, 


Poplars, convent of tlie, ^18. 569. 570. 
Praepositus, 546, 5^8. 
Praetorium, praetoriant, 159. 204, 
Prefect (napyos), 435, 436. 
Priscus, 525-531. 

Probus; 157. 


Procopius, 519-525. 


[627 
Propitiation (for a dying man , 262. 
Protector, ^67. 

Prusias. 475. 

Qlwfyte, 106. 


Recluses, 84-86, 90, 03, 07, 98-100, 110, 118. 
12112275025 
Relies, 70, 114, 118, 262. 384, 387. 388, 507. 


G14, 615, 617, 018. 
Rhesaina, 615. 
Rhodes, 335. 500, 555. 
Romanus. 450, 452, 453. 
Rome, 26. 438, 157. 506, 523. 
Sacellarius, 430. 
Samosata, 532. 
Samuel, archim. of convent of John Urtaya. 
555, 556. 


— archim. of convent of Samuel, 562 


503; convent of, 443. 
archpresbyter of convent of Jolin 


Urtaya. 553, 554. 


— bp. of Amida, 615. 
— monk, 350. 
Saracens, 140, 146. 579. 611. 


284-256, 
ee, 587 
597. 


Satrap. satrapy, 294. 

Seleucia in Isauria 
- an Syria., 502, 

Sema. 551. 

Senate, senators. 22. 26. 202, 433. 456, 439. 
463 

Seniors (in a convent . 
264. 553. 


Sergius, areliim. of Gyln. 453. 455 
— ! 


3195. 9 


. ^50. 


. archim. of convent of John Ur- 


taya, 567, 508. 
— Modor 921-7272 
— bp. of C m 502. 557. 
— deacon. 456-458. 
— (the recluse , monk, 84. 59-95, 96- 
103. 
- patr. of Antioch, 482, 487,480, 502. 
582, 583, 537. 


syncellus of Amida, 158. 

-- syacellus Vo James Burd‘ ana, 615. 

— , martyr’s chapel of, 482. 
‘Hebdomadarii . 

Severus, patr. of Antioch, 575. 567, 482, 485 


57^, 568, 582. 


Servitors. See 


INDEN 


2st 


Shirin, queen of Persia, 615. 
2^ 


Simeon the mountaineer),anchorite, 229- 


ADO. 


arehimandrite, 


SML. 


(the recluse), arehim. of Kalesh, 54- 
03-06; 105, 108-114. 

bp. of Beth Arsham, 157-158. 

(the solitary), monk, 300-304. 

the seribe, 399-404. 
Sinai, Mt., 579, 580, 602. 603. 
Smyrna, 503, 544, 588. 


ee 


Snq. 284-286. 

Solitaries, 1, 257, 300, 301. SLI. 
422, 423, 450. 

Son of the covenant. 

Sophanene, 6, 111,327 

Sosiana. 537-542. 

Stephen I SAbiliya\, archim. of Fsiltha, 616, 
— Ii, do. 619. 

deacon and syncedlus, 187- 
206-209, 214-213. 

otputy datas, 199. 

'strltys, convent of, 576. See also ‘Fsiltha’. 

Stylites, 20, 21. 56-60, 63, 68, 74, 79, 82-84, 
l9. 

Supper monastici, 43, 87. 88, 151-153. 361, 

400, 402-404, 413-410. 

Sura Romanorum, 502. 587. 

Surtha, 111. 

Susan, 330-350. 

Syeae 27, 422. 433. 0. 

Symy, 568-570. 

Synagogue, 01-05, ^79. 

Syncellus, 187. 188, 6L 

Synodical letters. 48^. 


384. 385, 


241. 244, 217, 495. 


445, 455. 409. 


198. 204, 


362. 364, 


. 


Synodites, 20, 418, 491. See also * Chalee- 
donians’. 

Syria. TT alg 0, 10-971 99542204. 29003183. 
423 447, 407, 475, 499, 500, 502. 574. 584- 
588, 601, 002. 608, 613 

Syriac, 459, 483. 

Syrians, 27. 35. 335. 26. 403; convent o 


the, 208, 422, 4259, 442, 4^5, 440, 403, 464, 
AGG, 500. 

Tabitha Tcl. IS. 

Tarsis, 339. 3 E OILS 903, 097. 


Thebais. 427, 


Thel ‘Adda, convent of, 450, 453. 


503, 200. 


382 INDEX. [628] 
Thella d Mauzlath (Constantina), 166, 181. | Tiberius, emperor, 611. 


312, 487, 488, 502. 524, 576, S81, 287, 504, 

509 607, 613. 015, GIS 

d Mikhana, 560. 

d Thuthe, 418. 

Thelitha, 598. 

Theodora, empress, relations with Mono- 
physites, 24, 25, 27, 195, 207, 327, 329, 
231-333; 399, 429-432; 434. 430, 437, 439, 
474-478, 484, 485, 489, 579; 
consecration of bps., 499, 500, 
founds hospital, 507.584; writes to Persian 
queen, 157; her death, 478, 481, 485. 

Theodore, bp. of Hirtha, 490, 400, 500, 584. 

bp. of Mopsuestia, 138. 


procures 


571, 583; 


castrensis, 546-002. 

of Edessa, 590-502. 

trader, 374-383 

Theodosians, 602. 

‘Theodosius, pur of Alexandria, 35, 325 
, 328, 330, 482, 483, 486, 488, 501, 503 
575, DS% as 602, 608. 

presbyter and stylite, G19. 


326 

h 574 , 

Theophilus of Antioch, 510-525 
— Dar Ma'nu), presbyter, 576 

od d. 

Thomas, bp. of Damaseus, 338. 339. 

(the Armenian), monk, 283. 298. 

St., convent of at Beth Gubrin 

‘Eleutheropolis , 563. 

187-211. 


syncellus, 


Thrace, 326-327 


Tigris, 111. 
Tonsure, 104, 


120, 121, 145, 242-245, 
251, 282, 359, 444, 509. 


Tralles, 330, 503. 


tpametitys, 11. 

Tremissis, 526. 

Tribunus, 459-466, 

‘tryz, convent of, 104, 

T y Sf, 214, 260, 406. 

Unction, 87, 598. 

bnapyia — enapyta, 416, 417, 458, 479. 

Uma /06, ^36. 

Urbicus, palace of, 481. 

Urtaye, 135, 383, 555, 558; school of the at 
Amida, 565. 

Villa (npozeretov), 27, 332, 334, 335, 436, 551, 
552. 

Visitor (of a convent’, 450. 

E¢voddyos, 180, 379, 467, 


105. 


Dur 
43D, 


£cv000/ 1, 
408, 507. 

Zacharias, 266-273. 

Zakkhai, bp. of Thella, 615, 618. 

, convent of, 313. 

Zeno (?), emperor, 558. 

Ziyat, 112. 

Zoila, convent of, 617. 

Zuknin, 558; convent of, 37, 558. 

Zura, 10, 17-35, 320, 460-463. 

Awl? (Zauta?), deacon and syzcellus, 
206, 210, 

presbyter, 445, 447, 449. 


5evodoy stov, 


198, 


P. 
I 
P. 


p 


P. 
R 


P. 


I5 
P: 


I 
P. 
P. 
1? 
P: 


ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 


IN TOM. XVII, FASC. 1 


30. 31. Om. 'this.... them’. 

3. For ‘595° read ‘585°. 
vin, l. 25. After ‘contains’ ins. * most of’. 
xt Delen. 2. 


— ,n. 5. For ‘149° read ‘249’. 


273, text, n. 1. Read ‘ms. gpaw’. 
285, transl., 1. 7. For apeta read zp74. Cf. p. 549, n. 2. 
305, 1. 4. The ref. in the 2"! clause is to text, I. ult. 


IN TOM. VHT FASC. 4%. 


311, transl., n. 1. For ‘Quwrsws’ read ‘Q(w)rsws’. 

315, transl., l. 14. For ‘serve my own self we should perh. 
form service’. 

319, text, l. 10. For «iə read “ai>. See p. 306, n. 1. 


render ‘myself per- 


335, transl., n. t. Om. ‘probably’, and add. ‘Cf. 77. E., 11, 46". 


346, text, n. ^. For hys read pos. 
35^, text, n. 5. For eias read cias, and for cag read pay. 
l. 4 


369, transl., 


For ‘account’ we should perl. write ‘reckoning’ and think of a 


eriminal with his yetpóypzyov tied to his hands. | owe this sug- 


gestion to Prof. Burkitt, 


402, transl., 1. ult., p. 463, 1], 1. For ‘the food... have’ read ‘and placing the food 


of each, one of them in his mouth’, and dele n. t. 


405, text, 1. 2. For róa rés read ral rea. 


407, transl., |]. ult. For ‘those of the canon’ read ‘the common (xow5v) ones’ and 


dele n. 4. 


. 422, transl., n. 3. For ‘p. 387, n. 3° read ‘p. 387, n. 2. 
. 428, text, n. 6. For &asaxses read jams. 

. 431, text, 1. 3. For was. read pan, and dele n. 3. 

. 433, transl., 1. 2. Add note ‘Cf. p. 190 and p. 508°. 

. 438, transl., 1. 11, 14. For ‘collin’ (?) read ‘ vault’. 

. 453, text, 1.1. For pas read jnas 

. 464, transl., 1.13. For ‘‘inn 


$4 


read ‘a label’ and dele n. 1. 


1. The references are to the bracketed numbers. 


284 


p 


407, 


ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA. [630] 


transl., 1.8. For ‘the ministering office read ‘a deaconry , and om. the first 
2 words of n. 3. 


P. 470, transl., 1. 9. For ‘take’ read ‘feed’. 
P. 485, text, l. ult. For į» read ps. 


) 


— 


Pp 


Pà 


P; 


. ^96, 


ANE 
. 593, 
. 600, 


601, 
603, 
60^, 


I 
dde 
p 


Ps 
|>. 


606, 
609, 
614, transl, 


615, 


620, 


ch. ^7. For ‘refuges’ read ‘refugees’. 
list of mss. Add * F = Brit. Mus. Add. 14730 (12'^ cent... 


IN TOM. XIX, FASC. 2. 


. 502, transl., n. 1. For ‘Antonius’ read ‘ Antoninus’. 
Ak. 
. 510, 
. 019, transl., 1. 12. Om. brackets. 
n522: 
1529, 
(OCIO, 
. 540, 
$09]; 
. 561, 


ine 
D. 


text, 1.8. For 4o read Gao. 
transl., L. ult. For * withold' read ‘withhold’. 


text, ]. 4, 5. l'or es» read sòs, and for oos read (oon 
text, 1.3. After pay om. stop. 

transl., n. 3.1, 5. For*15'read *1^*. 

transl., 124, Om. ‘for me’. 

transl., n. 2. Fortu. dread ST. 

text, l. 6. For pasang: read past. 

transl., l. ult. For * withold' read * withhold’. 


. 555, text, L. ult. lor muto read au. 
. 574, text, n. 2, L4. For pi read cr 

. 575, 
soa De 
. 578, 
580, 


587, 


transl., notes, l. 11. For ‘1054’ read ‘1014’. 
text, l. 1. Om. stop at end. 

transl., 1.9. For ‘himt’ read ‘him?’. 
transl., 1.8. For ‘day’ read ‘Tday’. 

text, n. 1. For pado read paoro. 

transl; n: 3- Eor“. 2 réead>n: 3% 


- 


text, n. 5. l'or sapag read map. 
text, 1. 10. After poss om. points. 


text, l. 1. For jaawo: read Jxawot, and so at p. 474, l. 5. p. 492, l. 13, and 
Proli Iya: 
text, l. 4, l'or oasi read es; 
text, n. 8. For xy read '(sic) ov’. 
text, n. 1.. For y read jpu. 
— n.b. For. read q. 
7,8. For “16 rond. P^. and for «3 read "155 
text, 1.7. or jxaot read joxaiot. 
1.2. After ‘God’ ins. ref, to note ‘C. ins. « which resides in the saint's 
bones » '. 
text, n. 5. Om. Sog. 


text, 1. 


1.3. For ‘ms. aajzmax’ read ‘MS. aujas . 
l. 16. For npg% read sio. 
l. 22. For ‘olera pura’ read *(ed. 2) purgamenta olerum’. 
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